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Venei'is, 28® die Februarii, ISS^t. 



Ordered, That a Select Committee be appointed to examine the Papers respecting 
Sinecure Offices, presented 26th February, and to report their Observations thereupon to 
The House. 



And a Committee is appointed of — 

Lord Viscount Althorp. 
Mr. Ruthven. 

Mr. Grote. 

Mr. Pendarves. 

Mr. Herries. 

Sir Thomas Fremantle. 
Mr. Ewart. 

Mr. Lauibert- 
Mr. ScholeBeid. 

Sir Edward Knatchbull. 
Mr. Ord. 

Mr. Bethell. 

Mr. David Roche. 

Mr. Bannerman. 

Lord Viscount Morpeth, 



Sir James Graham. 

Sir Francis Baring. 

Sir Robert Peel. 

Mr. Hume. 

Sir Oswald Mosley. 

Mr. James Oswald. 

Mr. John Rorailly. 

Mr. Robert Palmer. 

Sir John Sebright. 

Mr. George Evans. 

Mr. Mildraay- 
Mr. Marshall. 

Lord Viscount Duncannon. 
Mr. Lennard. 

Mr. Robert Steuart. 



Ordered, That the said Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers and Records. 



Ordered, That Five be the Quor.ui^ of the said Committee. 



REPORT p. 3 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE - - p. 13 

APPENDIX - * l^d/ter page 1^2 of Minutes of Evidence] - - p* [i 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to examine the 
Papers respecting Sinecure Offices, presented to The House 
on the .‘26th of February last, and to report their Observations there- 
upon to The House, after examining the Papers specially referred 
to them by The House, intituled, “ Returns explaining the 
nature, tenure and emoluments of all Sinecure Offices within the 
United Kingdom,” and after Collecting such further Information as 
appeared to them necessary; — Have agreed upon the following 
REPORT : 



T he. Returns referred to Your Committee which will be found annexed 
to this Report, comprise 108, distinct offices; amongst these it 
appears that the following offices, eight in number, are neither Sinecures 
nor offices executed wholly or principally by deputy^ ; but effective offices, 
of which the duties are discharged in person by the holders : 

Number In 
annexed Return. 

17, — Tipstaff to the Court of King’s Bench. 

29. — Marshal of the Marshalsea. 

74. — Clerk to the Admission of Notaries {Scotland.) 

76. — Town Clerk and Prothonotary of Londonderry {Ireland^ 

Qi. — Comptroller of the Pipe " " "] 

gd. — Keeper of the Four Courts Marshalsea - [ ly^iajid 

07. — Prothonotary of the King’s Bench - j 

g8. — Filacer of the King’s Bench - -J 

Your Committee also find, that the two following offices, comprised in 
the annexed Returns, have been already abolished by a recent Act of 
Parliament; and that the payments now made to tlife late holders of them 
are made in the way of compensation or allowance. 

48. — Master in Chancery, Alienation Office. 

49. — Engrossing Clerk - - ditto. 

In reviewing the remaining offices included in the Returns referred to 
them, Your Committee have proceeded in the firm persuasion that any 
thing in the nature of a Sinecure Office, with emoluments attached to it 
at the public charge, is alike indefensible in principle, pernicious as a 
means of influence, and grievous as an undue addition to the^ general 
burthens of the Nation. They assume w'ltli confidence that it is the 
anxious wish of The House, in discharge of its obligations to the Country, 
and in conformity with the feeling of the Public, to extinguish altogether 
this objectionable class of offices as early as may be practicable,. cpnsistent 
with a just regard to ail legitimate claims and interests of the present. 
Ijolders. 

5X9. Conformably 



Appendix, 1. 
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Conformably with these views. Your Committee have turned their 
attention to ascertain with respect to each individual office, first, under 
what tenure it is now held by the present possessor, whether by. grant for 
his life, or b}" grant during good behaviour, or by grant during pleasure 
of the Crown ; next, whether any Act of Parliament has been passed, pro- 
spectively abolishing the office, or prospectively regulating it, so as to 
preclude the possibility of its being re-granted as a Sinecure to any new 
holder. 



Amongst the offices included in the annexed Return, it appears that 
the following are held by various individuals under patent grants for the 
life of the holder, or during his good behaviour ; and that legislative pro- 
vision has been made, either for abolishing or for regulating all of them, 
at the expiration of the interests of the present holders. 



No. 1.- 

3.- 

4 «- 

5-“ 

6 .- 

7«- 



• 14 .- 

i6.- 

^9-- 

20 .- 

21 .- 

22 .- 

24.- 

26.- 

30.- 

31-- 

40. - 

41. - 

42. - 
43*- 
45-- 
46.- 
47-* 

50.- 

58.- 

59-- 

60. - 

61. - 

62. - 

63-- 

64.- 

65*- 

68 .- 

72.- 

83- 

103.- 

106.- 



-Clerk of the Crown. 

-Chaff Wax. 

-Sealer. 

-Patentee of Subpoena Office. 

-Clerk of Hanaper. 

-Clerk of Custodies. 

-Clerk of Presentations. 

-Clerk of Dispensations. 

-Chief Clerk of King’s Bench. 
-Custos Brevium. 

-Usher and Crier. 

-Clerk of Declarations. 

-Clerk of Nisi Prius. 

-Clerk of Inner and Upper Treasury. 

Filacers of Common Pkas. 

— Chirographer. 

-King’s Silver Office. 

-Clerk of the Pleas. 

-Registrar of Admiralty. 

•Tellers of Exchequer. 



Clerks of Signet. 

-Comptroller of the Mint. 

-Keeper of Privy Seal 
-Writer to Privy Seal - - - 

-Keeper of the Signet - - - 

-Keeper of Register of Sasines 
-Director of Chancery 
-Writers in Chancery - - - 

-Principal Auditor of Exchequer - 
-Presenter of Signatures Exchequer 
-Lord Justice General 
-Principal Clerk of Bills 
-Clerk of Privy Council 
-Searcberj &c. Strangford ~ ^ Ireland, 

-Searcher, &c. Wexford 



Scotland. 



With respect to this class of Sinecure Offices, including by far the 
larger number of those which have passed under the review of the Com- 
mittee, 
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mittee, no further recommendation is necessary. Provision has already 
been made by the Legislature for their future* extinction, as Sinecures, as 
soon as they become open to legislative interference. 

The following offices included in the annexed Return are held as Sine- 
cures by patent during the pleasure of the Crown. 

No. 51. — Inspector General of Coffee and Tea. 

73. — King’s Almoner in Scotland. 

75. — Housekeepers of Dublin Castle. 

94. — Register of Forfeitures {Irdand,') 

95. — Ph^-sician to the State. 

To which Your Committee have to add, though it is not included in the 
annexed Returns, the office of Receiver of First Fruits and Tenths,' an 
office executed wholly by deputy. An account of the nature of this 
office will be found in their Minutes, in the evidence of Mr. Arbuthnot. 

Your Committee recommend, that this latter class of offices should be 
forthwith abolished, and the patents to the existing holders revoked; pro- 
vision being made for the discharge of any duty annexed to any of the 
said offices, wherever such duty is now performed by deputy. Your 
Committee further recommend, that the Treasury should consider the pro- 
priety of making an allowance to any of the individual holders of the said 
offices, if the facts of the case and the circumstances of the party should 
appear to them to require it. 

The following offices are also held as Sinecures by patent during plea- 
sure of the Crown ; but it appears that Acts of Parliament have been 
passed abolishing them prospectively at the termination of the existing 
interests. 

No. 70. — ^Genernl of the Mint in Scotland. 

71. — Master and Worker of the Mint in Scotland. 

79. — Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper in Ireland. 

84. — Constable of Dublin Castle. 

85. — Constable of Castlemain. 

86. — Constable of Limerick. 

88. — Compiler of the Dublin Gazette. 

90. — Seneschal of the King’s Manors {Ireland^ 

101. — Deputy Searcher, &c. in Dublin. 

102. — Searcher, See. in Carrickfergus. 

1 04. — Customer of Drogheda. 

107. — Customer of Youghall. 

108. -! — Searcher, &c. in Dundalk; also, the Office of Clerk of the Papers in vide Pari. Papers, 

Ireland. N0.a15.Sess. 1833. 

p. 44.' 

Your Commitee, while they recommend tliat these offices should in like 
manner be forthwith abolished, desire also to add their opinion, that the 
Treasury, in estimating the allowance proper to be made to any of the 
present holders, ought to take into consideration the terms and piovisions 
of the various Acts of Parliament by which the offices have been prospec- 
tively abolished, wherever such terms and provisions may be reasonably 
supposed to justify increased expectations of continuance to the present 
holders during their lives. 

The office of Marshal of the Admiralty appears to be held by the 
present possessor under a grant during the pleasure of the Crown, while 
its duties, which are both constant and ol an important nature, are almost 
entirely discharged by deputy. Your Committee are ol opinion that this 

519 . 'a . office 
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office should be forthwith revised, and that the Marshal should be required 
to perforin his duties in person. The remuneration attached to the office 
has hitherto been derived from fees varying considerably in amount from 
year to year ; in some years falling short of a reasonable annual salary, in 
other years greatly exceeding that standard. Your Committee recommend, 
that the Marshal should be henceforward remunerated by a fixed salary, 
and that he should be required to pay over his fees to the Consolidated 
Fund ; the salary being regulated on a scale not more than adequate to 
ensure the discharge of the duties of the office by a competent person. 

It appears to Your Committee, that the office of Principal Serjeant-at- 
Arms in Ireland (No. 77)> which is held under patent during pleasure of 
the Crown, ought also to be forthwith abolished. 

The payment of ^.1,437. 12. 1. made annually to the present Serjeant- 
at-Arms (under the 48 Geo. 3. c. 108), so long as he continues to hold 
the office, will cease and determine when such abolition shall be carried 
into effect : but Your Committee recommend, that the Treasury should 
take notice of the terms and provisions of the said Act, in the manner and 
for the purposes hereinbefore suggested, in determining any allowance 
which the case of the present holder may appear to them to require. 

Your Committee find, that the Keeper of the Great Seal in Scotland, 
discharging no duties in person, receives fees to the amount of ^.1,024, 
paying to his deputy for the discharge of the duties annexed to the office? 
the sum of .£.600. Besides the clear surplus of fees now received by the 
Keeper of the Great Seal, there was formerly a salary of £. 2,000 per 
annum annexed to the office, which was discontinued in the year 1831, at 
the recommendation of the Committee of the House of Commons in that 
year on the subject of Salaries. Your Committee are unable to under- 
stand why the same principles which induced a former Committee to 
recommend the discontinuance of the salary annexed to this office, should 
not also be extended to the other emoluments received by the Keeper of 
the Great Seal, in the form of a clear surplus of fees. They think that the 
Treasury ought to make this office a subject of special investigation, with 
a view to ensure ultimately the transfer of this surplus to the Consolidated 
Fund, reserving only what may be sufficient for the remuneration of the 
deputy, by whom the entire duties of the office are discharged. 

The following offices are held as Sinecures under patent grants for the 
life of the holder, or during good behaviour, without any legislative provi- 
sion having yet been made for prospectively regulating or abolishing them. 

^jRegister Writer of the Prerogative Court, and Clerks of the Seat. 

38. — Prothonotary of the Palace Court. 

28. — Messengers of the Court of Exchequer. 

39. — Collector of State Papers. 

44. — Clerk of the Privy Seal. 

54. — Surveyor of Plantations. 

69. — Principal Clerk of Justiciary (Scotland.) ' 

80. — Second Remembrancer of the Exchequer ) 

81. — Registrar of the Prerogative Court 

82. — Marshal of the Prerogative Court - - \ Ireland. 

92. — Clerk of the Pipe - - - -j 

Vide Part. Papers, 89. — Usher of the Court of Chancery - - J 

Governor of the Isle of Wight. 

It 
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It is the opinion of Your Committee, that provision ought to be made 
forthwith, by Act of Parliament, for the prospective regulation or abolition 
of all these offices, so as to preclude the future appointment of any new 
individuals as sinecure holders of them, either by the Crowii or by any' 
other parties in whom such right of appointment may now reside. 

Your Committee find, that the following offices included in the annexed 
Return, are held by the present possessors, under grants made in fee and 
perpetuity to their ancestors. 

It appears advisable that the Treasury should avail themselves of any 
opportunity which may occur for biding up, on terms favourable to the 
Nation, the outstanding interests in these offices, so as to ensure the 
speedy and final extinction of every description of Sinecure Office. 

No. 1 8.— Chief Proclamator of the Court of Common Pleas. 

25. — Receiver General of the Seal Office. 

27. — Hereditary Chief Usher of the Exchequer. 

55. — Grand Falconer of England. 

6y._p,,incipal Usher and Doorkeeper of Exchequer. 

87.— Constable of Hillsborough. 

Your Committee have not considered it as falling within the limits of 
their inquiry to sift the legal validity of the separate patents under which 
the offices enumerated in the annexed Return are held. They have 
treated these patents as constituting in themselves a full apparent title to 
the holders of the various offices, to the extent and on the conditions 
specified in each several grant; but without intending to add any sanction 
or confirmation to such patents as might prove disputable, or to pronounce 
any opinion on the legal and constitutional principles by which their 
validity ought to be determined. But inasmuch as doubts have been 
started before the Committee, as to the validity of patents granted to 
extend beyond the life of the granting Sovereign, Your Committee recom- 
mend that measures should be taken for ascertaining whether those doubts 
are well founded. 



It is a point of considerable importance, in the view of Your Committee, 
that the Treasury should lay before Parlia-ment, m the course of the 
ensuing Session, an account of all steps which they may then have taken, 
to carry into effect the recommendations of the present Report, fhe 
Public will thus have increased assurance, that no unnecessary (ffilay shall 
take place in rectifying so much of the abuse of Sinecure Offices as is 
open to immediate economical regulation. 



The Office of Receiver General of Stamps, and that of Repster of Excise, 
are both included in the annexed. Return, (Nos. 52 & 33), both held by 
the same individual, both having some duties attached to them, performed 
by the holder in person. The duties, however, are inconsiderable in extent, 
thW the former of the two offices carries with it a serious pecuniary 
responsibility. Your Committee have learnt with satisfartion, that since 
the preparatfon of the Return now before them the Office of Receiver 
GenLf of Stamps has been abolished by the Treasury ; such abolition 
having been rendered practicable by the consolidation of the two Boards 
of Stamps and Taxes, die joint duties of which are henceforward to be 
discharged by one Receiver General, so far as concerns that particular 
department This arrangement, convenient 111 all respects, and likely to 
produce a considerable cLparative saving, dispenses wiA the nece^ity 
of keeping up a separate Receiver General of btamps. M ith respect to 

519. ^ ^ 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




s 



REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



the Office of Register of Excise, Your Committee trust that measures will 
speedily be taken to carry into effect the recommendation of the Commis- 
sioners of Excise Inquiry, (Third Report, p. 8) for the abolition of the 
Court of Summary Jurisdiction, and of the Court of Appeal, now attached 
to the Excise. When this shall be done, the Office of Register of Excise 
together with various other offices appertaining to the above Courts will 
become no longer necessary, and may be forthwith abolished. 

Your Committee have taken some evidence on the subject of the 
Customs Bill of Entry, which has long been prepared and sold, under a 
patent right vested in specific individuals. The commencement of that 
patent is of ancient dale, but it seems to have been renewed from time 
to time in favour of the heirs or relatives or assigns of the original 
patentee ; and the last renewal dates in the year 1817, extending the 
privilege for 31 years, of which 18 are still unexpired. The actual com- 
pilation of the Bill of Entry, as it is sold to the public, is now exclusively 
performed by certain authorized Officers of the Customs, who pay over, 
out of the proceeds received from the sale, a fixed annuity of £.2,000 
per annum to the Patentee, according to a specific agreement entered "into 
between them. The Patentee does not interfere at all in the preparation 
of the document. Your Committee fully recognize the necessity of con- 
fining the right of inspecting the Custom-house Books, out of which the 
Bill of Entry is extracted, to some official and authorized party ; hut they 
trust that -the patent, which is now running, will on no account be 
renewed; the emoluments of the Patentee being unconnected with any 
benefit to the Public, and enhancing unduly the sale price of the Bill of 
Entry, which appears to be exceedingly large. Your Committee recom- 
mend the subject to the consideration of the Treasury, in hopes that they 
may so exercise their control as to lighten this burden upon the mer- 
cantile world. 



Among the emoluments attached to the office of Chief Clerk of the 
Court of King’s Bench, there is included a sum derived from the annual 
interest on £.5,000 invested m Exchequer Bills. All monies which are 
paid into Court,^under order from the King’s Bench, are kept in the 
custody of the Chief Oerk, who is responsible for their being paid out 
again wlmnever the Court directs; and balances of money, varyine in 

considerable, are thus constantly 
in the hands of the Chief Clerk, awaiting the final order of the Court for 
pying them out. Your Committee have obtained from Lord Ellen- 
borough an account of the sums thus standing in his hands, during each 

year since his appointment to the office of Chief Clerk, (which liil be 
frZ ‘his Committee, and in a Letter 

date arwh't^tlf V “ =‘"‘<=ment of the 

nifrchal I ^ It *® Exchequer Bills now' in his possession were originally 
purchased. It appears by the testimony of Lord Ellenliorough to have 

in his hLTTk' Clerk to dispose of the Suitors^ balances 

for raving 1 T" 'I'®"?*'.™' *<> Ae orders of the Court 

tor paying them out; and this investment of £. 5,000 in Exchequer Bills 
was made under the particular direction of the late Lord Ch?ef Justice 
Ellenborough, prior to the time when the present Chief Cleric was 
u^P^nfe Ex°c^ a-fJcfstioe received the ^ 0 ^ 3 * 

deZ ^ ever since his 

them • but'^nnTrfAT interest upon 

mem 'alMio^ah vn ^ 1 ^“ ®”g“al invest- 

ment, although the balances of money in the hands the present Chief 

Clerk 
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Clerk have always been considerable, and during 'some years unusually 
great. 

Your Committee cannot concur in the opinion which they understand 
to be entertained by Lord Ellenborough, that the Chief Clerk is legally 
entitled to claim as a perquisite of his office the profit derivable from 
investment of surplus Suitors" balances in his hands. They conceive that 
■whenever these balances exceed the full reserve necessary to meet the 
current orders of the Court for payments out, the surplus is open to be 
dealt with as money held in trust by the Public, and not likely to be 
immediately called for, more especially as the Chief Clerk is amply 
remunerated for his trouble and responsibility as guardian of the fund, by 
the large fees which accrue to him in virtue of his office. In this view. 
Your Committee think that direction might properly be given that the 
surplus balances in the hands of the Chief Clerk, over and above a neces- 
sary reserve, should for the future be invested in Exchequer Bills, and the 
Interest carried to the public account. But they abstain from offering 
any recommendation to this effect, under the persuasion that the case 
admits of a better arrangement. The present system under which the 
Suitors" balances in the Court of King"s Bench are held in keeping and 
paid out (which will be found explained in the evidence of Lord EUen- 
borough and of Mr. Horne, the Signer of the Writs), seems to be defective 
in respect of that regular check which the custody of public money ought 
to carry with it, and to be capable of material Improvement. Lord Ellen- 
borough, while he expresses his conviction that the right to invest these 
surplus balances is a perquisite of the office of Chief Clerk, intimates at the 
same time, his willingness to forego that profit in his own case, provided 
he can be exonerated from the responsibility which the custody of the 
money now entails upon him. 

Without admitting any right on the part of Lord Ellenborough to require 
this release from responsibility as a condition of his acquiescence, Your 
Committee consider that improved arrangements tor the custody of this 
money might advantageously be adopted, by which, while the present 
responsibility of the Chief Clerk might be terminated, the benefit of all 
interest on the surplus, and the accumulations of principal money which 
are not called for by the proper claimants, might at the same time be 
assured to the Public. 

Amongst the offices comprised in the Returns before the Committee is 
that of Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest in Scotland ; on which Your Com- 
mittee think it unnecessary to offer any remarks, as the title of the present 
possessor is now under judicial investigation before the Courts ot Law in 
Scotland. 



Your Committee have been anxious to lay before Ue House a state- 
ment of the amount of charge now incurred by the I ubiic from the 
salaries and emoluments of existing Sinecures, as compared with former 
periods. 

On consulting the Report of the Select Committee on Sinecure Offices 
appointed in 1810, they find that in that year, according to the lapers 
rdLred to that Committee, there were in existence throughout His Majesty 
Dominions 242 offices which, according to the opinion of that Committee 
came under the denomination of Sinecures, and of which the total net 
income amounted to ^.297)095 per annum. 

519. A 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




10 



REPOET FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



By the Return of the Sinecure Offices now in existence referred to Your 
Committee, it appears that there remain 100 offices of a similar descrip- 
tion, the total net emoluments of which amount to X. 97,803. 



Your Committee have prepared the following Table, which will show 
the progress which has been made in the abolition of Sinecures. 







1 81 0. 


183 4 . 






AMOUNT 

of 


AMOUNT 

of 

Prospective Saving 
by Abolition, &c. 
provided for. 


AMOUNT 

of 


AMOUNT 

of 

Prospective Saving 
by Abolition, &c. 
provided for. 






Xmotument of 
existing Sinecures. 


Emoluments of 
existing Siueourei. 






£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


England* - 


- - 


178,051 


71.985 


63,968 


56,648 


Scotland - 


- - 


35,000 


- - -t 


14.833 


14.36S 


Ireland 


- - 


76.436 


16,362 


19, 002 


19.968 


Total 


- - £. 


279.486 


88,347 


97.803 


81,984 



• Exclusive of Colonial Sinecures, of which the Committee have hot yet examined the 
Return, the amount of which, in 1810, is stated at £.17,000. 

•f- Not distinguished. 

The House will perceive from this Table, that the amount of Sinecures, 
for the ultimate Abolition of which no Parliamentary enactment has pro- 
vided, is already reduced from nearly 200,000 per annum, as it stood 
in 1810, to less than £. 17,000 per annum. 

It is not in the power of Your Committee to give any suificiently accu- 
rate account of the amount of pecuniary saving which has already accrued 
to the Public by the abolition of Sinecures. Many offices which existed 
formerly as Sinecures, have been converted into, or united with, efficient 
offices j in some cases with, and in others without, a reduction of emolu- 
ment. In most instances the abolition of an office, when immediate, has 
been accompanied by a compensation or allowance to the holder ; in 
other cases the abolition has been prospective only, leaving the office 
itself to subsist until the determination of existing interests. The period, 
however, cannot be far distant, when by the natural expiration of these 
existing interests, the Country will reap the full benefit (either by the 
acquisition of effective services or by pecuniary saving) of those successive 
efforts which, from 1782 downwards, have operated in gradually disen- 
cumbering the finances of the Country from the justly obnoxious pressure 
of Sinecure emoluments. 



Your Committee, in presenting this statement of the amount of saving 
which will ultimately accrue to the Public from the abolition of Sinecure 
Offices, have not overlooked the circumstance, that by the Act of 1817 
the Crown was empowered to grant pensions as rewards for official services, 
in lieu of those Sinecures which were formerly applied to a certain extent 
for such purposes. The amount of annual charge, which, according to 
the 57 Geo. 3. c, 60, might be incurred by the Public, was limited to 
.£.45,000. This sum has been further limited by ah Act passed during 

the 
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the present Session to £. 21,600, of which, according to the last Return, 
pensions to the amount of £. 16,500 only were actually granted and in 

existence. 

The Papers laid before The House, specifying the sums now paid to 
individuals in the way of compensation or allowance for abolished 
Sinecures, have been ordered by The House to be printed, but have not 
been brought before Your Committee. A Return of the Colonial Sinecures 
(which will be found in the Appendix IV. to this Report) has been laid 
before Your Committee, but at so late a period that it has been found 
impracticable, to enter into an examination of them during the course of 
the present Session. 

Your Committee recommend, that the Committee should be re-appointed 
early in the ensuing Session, for the purpose of examining and reporting 
upon these two parts of the subject. 



25 July 1834. 



* 



A 4 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Sabbati, 15“ die Martii, 1834. 

Mr. Richard Hatoliins - - - P- 1 

Mercurii, 19® die Martii, 1834. 

Horace Twiss, Esq. - - - - 10 

John Iggulden - - - - - 13 

Veneris, 21® die Martii, 1834. 

Henry BircJifield Suoahey, Esq. - - 19 

John Deacon, Esq. - - - - 28 

Mercurii, 20» die Martii, 1834. 

Mr. Robert I^eete - - - "37 

Mr. Richard Hawkins - - - - 39 

Robert Henry Jenkinson, Esq. - - 43 

Charles Pressley, Esq. - - - - 46 



Jovis, 24® die Aprilis, 1834. 

^\r James Gibson Craigh - - - 52 

Roderick Mackenzie, Esq. - - - 58 

Lunae, 28“ die Aprilis, 1834. 

The Right hon. Lord Ellenborough - 62 
The Right hon.- the Lord Advocate - 68 

Jovis, 1* die Maii, 1834. 

The Right hon. r.P.Xeu>w,M.p. - 74 
James Deacon Hume.Rzc^. - - - 80 

William Coles Dutton, Esq. - - 85 



Lunae, 5“ die Maii, 1834. 
George P^an/c, Esq. - . - 

Mr. Henry George Home - 



Jovis, 15° die Maii, 1834. 

John Hawkins, Raq. - ~ - - 107 

♦ 

Jovis, 22® die Maii, 1834. 

JoAn Eer, Esq. - - - . - no 

Jovis, 5“ die Junii, 1834. 

George Arbutknot.'Esq. - - -114 

Lunae, i6® die Junii, 1834. 

Sir Henry Campbell - - - n6 

Jovis, 19* die Junii, 1834. 

Mr. John Churcher Hewlett- - -118 

Matthew Barrington, Esq. - - - 1 20 

The Honourable Richard Hobart Fitz- 
Gibbon - - _ _ - -125 

Lunae, 23® die Junii, 1834. 

Joseph Hamilton, Esq. - - - 127 

George Gn'erson, Esq. - - , 128 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Subbati, 15 ’ die Martiij 1834 . 



GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE. 

[ IN THE CHAIR. 



Mr. Richard Hankins, called in; and Examined. 

1. ^FOU are the Secretary of the Compensation Commissioners appointed 

X under the Act of i Will. IV. c. 58 ? — 1 am. 

2. Who are the Commissioners? — Mr. Serjeant Goulbourn, Mr. Dwarris, 
Mr. Dickinson and Mr. M. D. Hill. 

3. What was the precise object for which the Commissioners were appointed ? 
— For ascertaining the gross and net values of every office in the superior courts 
of Common Law, holden in fee or for any terra, either of life or years, and also for 
ascertaining the value of the Cursitor’s Offices in Chancery, and all those persons 
who held offices connected with the passing of Fines and Recoveries. 

4. The Commissioners have gone through an examination of the duties and 
emoluments of all the offices connected with those three courts, whether effective 
offices or sinecures? — Exactly so; the Commissioners had no reference to the 
manner in which the duties were performed, whether in person or by deputy, 
except that where they were not performed in person, they took care that there 
was a charge made by the pnncipal, as paid to the deputy, so as to decrease the 
amount of his (the principal’s) fees to that extent. 

5. How many of the offices in those three courts appeared to be altogether sine- 
cures, or executed either wholly or principally by deputy? — I have made out 
lists for the King’s Bench, Common Pleas and Exchequer, the Cursitors in 
Chancery, and the Alienation Office, showing what I believe to be the offices 
performed wholly or principally by deputy. I have made them out in a tabular 
form, showing the number of the Commissioners’ Certificate or Report, awarding 
the value of the office, the name of the officer, the title of the office, by whom 
appointed and when, (where I could do so,) whether appointment in writing or 
otherwise, tenure of office, w'hether appointment authorizes the execution of the 
office hydeputy, and the net annual value as certified by the Commissioners. 

6. On what principle did the Commissioners go in certifying the net annual 
value r — They called for an account of 1 0 years’ receipts and disbursements, prior 
to May 1 830, and then they ascertained by inquiry what were legal fees, and 
allowed those only. After having ascertained the legal fees, they theft ascertained 
the disbursements made out of the fees generally, and so got at the net average 
value. 

7. The Act directed them to proceed upon that principle? — Yes. 

8. Did the Commissioners go through an examination of the legality of the 
fees belonging to each office? — Every fee claimed. 

9. Did they examine the grants under which tiie persons held those offices ?— 
They looked at them when they could be produced. 

10. So that all persons included in that list have been ascertained by the 

0.22. B Commissioners 



Mr. 

Richard Hankinx. 



15 Marck 1834. 
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2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

Commissioners to hold their offices either in fee, for life or for a term of years?— Yes; 
under the same Act, all persons holding offices or employments by any appoint- 
ment of the Judges, which the Judges theretofore were lawfully authorized to 
exercise, were entitled without holding for life or for a term of years. Many of 
them were under those circumstances. 

1 1 . Did the Commissioners inquire into the right of appointment exercised by 
the Judges ? — Yes ; so as to satisfy themselves that it was an appointment within 
the Act — a right which the Judges had not recently exercised, but had exercised 
from time immemorial. Several of those appointments by the Judges were made 
in writing*, which specified that the office was given for life. 

12. Are the offices held under appointment of the Judges in that way held 
during the life of the person named or during the pleasure of the Judge? — In both 
ways ; some for life, and some go out with the Judge ; when the Judge dies or 
resigns, the officer in many cases goes out, unless the newly appointed Judge 
chooses to continue him, that would be considered a new appointment so as to 
shut out the officer from any compensation under the Act. 

1 3. Do the lists you hold in your hand include the result of the Commissioners’ 
examination so far as relates to all offices which are either sinecures or executed 
wholly or principally by deputy? — I believe they do ; the Commissioners’ attention 
was not particularly directed to Sinecure Offices, because they were to ascertain 
the value of every office, whether executed by the principal or not. In going 
through the accounts I have (as correctly as the shortness of the notice would 
enable me to do) selected those which 1 think are clearly performed wholly or 
principally by deputy, 

14. Should you in individual cases be able to point out why and upon what 
grounds you have included some offices and excluded other offices from those 
lists? — Yes, 

15. Have the goodness to deliver in the lists ? 



[7Vie Witness delivei-ed in the same, which are as follow :] 



CURSITORS IN CHANCERY. 

The Cursitors were incorporated in the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; they are appointed by 
the Lord High Chancellor as vacancies occur; the offices are held for life; the appoint- 
ments are in writing, but no specific authority is given to execute the office of deputy. 
The following Cursitors execute their offices by deputy; and the sum placed against each 
name is the net annual value of the office as certified by the Commissioners under the 
] Will. IV. c. 58 ; namely. 



{ Richard Wilson - - - - - 

William Villiers Surtees _ - - 

Edward Winslow . - - - - 

43. Tho'raas Carr 

44. William Reginald Courtenay - - . 

45. Burton Lane - -p . - 

46. J. Bellamy ------ 

47. Charles Knight Murray - - - _ 

48. William Makepeace - 

49. Jegon Wellard - 

51. J. Talbot ------ 

52,, R. 0 . Walker - 

53. J. Pensam - 

54. R. H. Appleyard - - - - - 

55. J. Halkett - - - 0 - 

56. R. Jackson - ’ - 

67. William Welfit _ . , - - 



£. s. d. 

1,049 4 

1,049 11 4 
681 19 -* 
130 19 9 
58 17 i 
133-13 5 - 

141 6 - 

104 17 
73 14 3 
77 - 1 
40 9 2 
103 19 4 
140 1 1 

137 6 2 
365 5 10 
89 7 2 
147 11 11 



* Since reduced by the Treasury to £.477. 7. 6 . 

^ ‘ ALIENATION 
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ALIENATION OFFICE. 

• The officers in this department are wholly connected with the passing of fines and 

recoveries. . . , . , . 

They are appointed by the Lords of the Treasury in writing, during pleasure ; the custom 
has been to hold for their lives. ^ m 

The following execute their duties by deputy, and the net annual value of their offices as 
certified by the Commissioners, is as follows; namely, 



130. Christopher Flood, Master in Chancery, for' 
administering Oaths, &c. as to Fines and 
Recoveries - - - - - 

S31. R. Betenson Dean, Ingrossing Clerk or Clerk of 
Indorsements ------- 



£. s. d. 

86 16 n 

53 8 



Mr. 

Richard HanMns, 



15 March 1834. 



list of OFFICERS whose Duties are performed wholly or principally by Deputy, and the Net Annual Values 
ofwhose Offices have beeu ascertained and certified, under the Provisions of the 1 Will. 4. c.^58, by the 
Commissioners appointed by the Lords of the Treasury for that purpose, in pursuance of the said Act. 



COURT OF KING’S BENCH. 



III 

\^ 
: oU 


NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


TITLE 

A 

of 

0 FFICE. 






• - Filacer, Exigenter, - • 




Kenjpn. 


and Clerk of the ti 

Outlawries. ii 


2. 


iord Ellenborough 


Chief Clerk - - - 


24- 


William Prevost 


ii 

Clerk of Dockets and C 
Judgments. 


5«- 


Same Person 


- -Clerk ofNisiPrius ( 
for London and other 
Cities. 


32. 


Robert Robinson 


Clerk of Declarations < 


34- 


Wm.Lowten Jones 


--Deputy Marshal 
of the King's Bench 
Prison^ 


35- 


Same Person 


Clerk of Day Rules, 
King's Bench Prison. 


37- 


Rev. Edward 


Chaplain, King’s 




Gibbs Watford. 


Bench Prison. 


59- 


William Hanmer 


. - Clerk ofNisiPrius 
for the Northern and 
Norfolk Circuits. 


78. 


Same Person 


Clerk of the Innerand 
Upper Treasuries. 


67. 


Peregrine Dealtrj 


• Crier and Usher of 
the Court. 






c Under Usher and 


69*- 




Crier. 




\ William Vidler 
Langridge. 


- ditto 


77- 




I Gustos Brevium et 


Lord Ellenboroug 


h J Recordorum. 


0.22. 





Whether 

Appoiiumeiit 



- LordChief Jus- 
ce Ellenborough 
I 1804. 



Gustos Brevium ■ 



• Marshal of the 
King’s Bench Pri- 
son, in 1827 

- ditto, in 1826. 

- ditto, in 1815. 

Gustos Brevium, 
in 1821. 



By Letters Patent, 
in 1805. 

Chief Usher and 
Crier, in 1827. 
- ditto, in 1S19. 

.. Lord Chief Jus- 
tice Ellenborough, 
in 1810. 



Whether - 
Appointmeol 
.aatliorizes 
the execDtion of the 
Duties by Deputy. 



In writing For Life - Yes 



In writing 
In writing 



In writing 
In writing 



In writing 



In writing 



For Life 
For Life 



For Life 
For Life 



During good 
behaviour, un 
der27 Geo.2; 
17 - 
ditto 

• ditto 



Net Animal 
Value of Office, 
as certified by the 
CounnistioDcrs. 



. - To occupy 
and enjoy the 
Office in the 
same way as his 
Predecessors. 
Appointment 
lost. 

. - To occupy 
and enjoy the 
Office in the 
same way as his 
Predecessors. 

- .. No specific 
authority to ex- 
ecute Duties by 
Deputy. 

- ditto 



£. s. d. 

6,496 5 4 



7,700 - 3 
1,148 4 3 



1,005 19 2 
1,248 3 6 



303 - 8 
120 12 6 



In writing 


- > Not stated 
in Appoint- 
ment, but has 
always been 
for Life. 


No - - 1 


443 7 7 


In writing 


- ditto 


No - • 


217 2 4 


In writing 


For Life 


Yes 


434 6 10 


In writing 


For Life - 


No • * 


100 - - 


In writing 


For Life 


No 


.54 5 - 


In writing 


» • For their 
Lives and the 
Life «f the 


No 


4,089 17 5 


1 


longer liver. 




(coiirinueJ. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE "THE 



Court of King’s Bench — continued. 



BJ 


NAM E 
of 


TITLE 1 


BY WHOM 
APPOINTED,- 


Whether 

Appointment 


TENURE 

of 


Whether 

Appointment 

autlionzes 


Net Atuiuai 
Vutue of OlUcr, 






and 


in writing 




' the execmionofilie 


ns certified bvii.. 


s 


0 F F IC EE. 




WHEN. 


or otherwise. 




; -Duties by Deputy. 


Oomniissiouers. 


S 5 St 3 
































IM. 


Duke of Grafcoii 


- - Receiver General 


By Letters Patent, 


In writing 


- -Granted to 


Y es 


843 13 " 




and Comptroller of 


25 Car. 2. 




Henry Earl 








the Seals in the 






Euston, after- 










Courts of King’s 






wards Duke 










Bench and Common 






of Grafton, 










Pleas. 






and his heirs 
male for ever. 
See 6 Geo. 4, 
c. 89. 






120. 


Benjamin Burnett 


Clerk in Court, 


King’s Coroner 


In writing 


- - Not stated, 


No 


58-11 




Crown side. 


and Attorney. 




but always 
held for Life. 









COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. 



70. 


Sir James Edward 
Colebrooke.Bart. 
Henry Thomas 
Colebrooke. 


Chirographer 


By Letters Patent, 
in 1766. 


In writing 


- - For their 
Lives, and for 
the Life of the 
longer liver. 


Yes 


So. 


Rev. \Vm. Mans- 
Held. 


Clerk of the King's 
Silver: 


- - Chief Justice 
Sir James Mans- 
field, in 1812. 


In writing 


For Life 


- - To occupy 
and enjoy the 
Office in the 
same way as 1^ 
Predecessors. 


81. 


John MansHdd - 


Filacer for Middlesex 
and n'Jrer Counties. 


Chief Justice, in 
1812. 


In writing 


For Life 


- ditto 


83. 


John Cox - 


- ditto for certain 
Counties. 


- ditto, in 1813 


In writing 


For Life 


- ditto 


84. 


Hon. William 
Samuel Best. 


> ditto 


- ditto, in 1825 


In writing 


For Life 


- ditto 


86. 


Harry Edgell 


- ditto 


- ditto, in 1795 


In writing 


For Life 


- ditto 


85- 


William Villiers 
Surtees. 


- ditto - -V 


' ditto, in 1800 


In writing 


For Life 


- ditto 


92. 


Same Person 


Clerk of the Jurata 


- ditto, in 1798 


Parol 


Always held 
for Office. 


No 


87. 


John Massey 


Filacer for certain 
Counties. 


- ditto, in 1817 


In writing 


For Life 


- • To occupy 
and enjoy the 
Office in the 
same way as his 
I’redecessors. 


121. 


Same Person 


Clerk of the Essoigns 


- ditto, in 1819. 


In writing 


For Life 


- - Notknown ; 
Appointment 


94- 


SirTfaoraas Turton 


Clerk of the Juries 


- - Nominated by 
Gustos Brevium, 
in 1792, and ap- 
pointed by Chief 
Justice. 


Notknown 


For Life 


destroyed. 

Not known - 


95- 


John Baines 


Clerk of the Errors 


Chief Justice, in 
1827. 


Not known 


- - During 
pleasure, but 
usually held 
for Life. 


Not known - 


103. 


Geoi^e H. W. 
Heneage. 


Chief Proclamator - 


--By Letters Pa- 
tent, Henry 2d; 
descended by Con- 
veyance toMr.He- 
oeage in 1S22. 


In writing 


For Life 


No - - 


io.> 


William Fludson 


Crier of the Court • 


Chief Proclama- 
tor, in 1790. 


In writing 


For Life 


Yes - 


106. 


Same Person 


CourtKoeper 


- ditto - 


In writing 


For Life . - 


No 


105. 


Thomas Holdship 


Crier of the Court - 


- ditto, in 1804. 


In writing 


For Life 


Yes - - 



219 13 3 



272 7 11 



7^ 6 5 
114 10 3 
251 8 - 

44 3 4 
60 16 5 

244 16 2 
37 12 7 



200 - - 



80 3 2 



- - Nit, excepc 
£, 50 for rweiv* 
ii)g and. paving 
oTcrJadges’Ffes 
to »he Crown- 
All the rest al- 
lowed to Deputy- 

94 1 3 . 
Besides certain 
Sums paid at the 
Treasury for 1«>» 
ofHoose.&c. See 
Certificate of the 
Coinraissioners- 

86 7 n 

.50 - - 

86 7 
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CouiiT OF Common Pleas — continued. 



l-B-, 

£ S § 

1 


NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


TITLE 

of 

OFFICE. 


BY WHOM 
A P r 0 1 N T E D, 

W H E N. 


Wlietlier 

Appoiiicmem, 

or othfrw'isf. 


TENURE 

of 

OFFICE. 


Wlietlier 
AppuiiUuieiit 
authorizes 
the execution ofihe 
Puties by Deputy. 


Net Aunual 
Value of Office, 
as certified by tbe 
Cotomisaioneis. 


— 














£. s, rf. 


J 07 - 


Thomas Holdship 


Porter of the Court 


Chief Proclamator, 
in 1806. 


In writing 


. For Life 


- - To occupy 
and enjoy the 
Office in the 
■ same way as his 
Predecessors. 


70 6 4 


no. 


Sir Edward Mostyn, 
Sir William Eden, 
Charles Browning 


1 Gustos Breviiim - 


- - Letters Patent, 
29 Car. 2, to the 
Earl and Countess 
of Litchfield, and 
to the Issue of the 
Countess in Tail. 


In writing 


In Fee. See 
G Geo. 4. 
j c- Sg. 


Yes 


606 10 6 






COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 








88. 


William Stewurc 
Rose. 


Clerk of the Pleas - 


- - lUght honour- 
able William Pitt, 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in 
1797 - 


In writing 


During good 1 
behaviour. 


-.-To occupy 
j and enjoy the 
Office the same 
us his Prede- 
cessors. 


872 i - 


1 S 2 . 


George H. W. 
Heneage. 


Chief Usher of the 
Court 


- - By Letters Pa- 
tent, Henry 2d ; 
descended by De- 
cree of the Court 
of Exchequer, to 
Mr. Heneage, in 
1822. 


In writing 


For Life - 


No 


- - Nil; See 
Certificate of 
the Commis- 
sioners. 



COURT OF EXCHEQUER CHAMBER. 



Harry Edgeli - 


Clerk of the Errors 


- . Chief Justice 
Eyre, Common 


In writing 


I'or Life 


- - To occupy 
and enjoy the 






Pleas, in 1797. 






Office the same 
as his Prede- 












cessors. 



Offices executed bj Deputy, upon which the Commissioners have not yet certiBed. 





, / 


.. Chief Usher, in 


In writing 


For Life - 


Yes 


Richard Guy 


Usher of the Court_ 


1801, as Usher, 








Same Person 


Court Keeper 


and as Court 












Keeper in 1819. 










2,338 9 



About £..150 
a year. 



1 6. It appears that to each of those names you have prefixed a uumbw ; do^ 
that number relate to the certificate, of compensation given m to Parliament . 

And the sum which stands against it is the net annual value of the office, 
calculated upon the average net receiptor 10 years, prior to May ' ^30 f 
it is the net^ount, having first ascerffined the gross and deducted he disburse- 
ments. The certificate contains both the gross and net values, and it shons «hat 

the disbursements were. , i n • • n u 

18. Is the office of cursitor in Chancery executed wholly or principally by 
deputyl-I think there are about 16 out of the 24 that are performed wholly by 
depute The duties are wholly performed by four persons, who are oursitcrs 
in their own right. The other four are those who have been appointed since 
May 1830, and therefore 1 -do not know whether they perform the 
9.2:2. ^ 3 



Mr. 

Richard Hankins. 



15 March 1834. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Mr. 

Hickard Hankins. 



15 March 1834. 



6 MINUTES Of EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

because they have not come under the commission. I believe they do n6t, but 
that the four persons still continue to perform all the duties; viz, Mr. Applevard 
senior, Mr. Appleyard, junior, Mr. Jones and Mr. Pensam. The Cursitov’s 
Office is so reduced now, from the alterations in practice, that I believe the whole « 
cursitorships will not produce 100/. a year. 

19. You are understood to say, that the Commissioners investigated, with 
respect to those offices, into the legality of the fees, before they certified the 
amount? — 'Yes, they were required to do so by the Act. There was some doubt 
what was a legal fee, inasmuch as very few of the fees had been settled by statute 
They principdly depend upon custom and usage, and a considerable difference 
in this respect took place between some of the officers and the Commissioners in 
the outset of the commission ; and another Act was passed, stating that fees' which 
had been received uninterruptedly for 50 years, and were considered reasonable 
by the Commissioners, should be deemed legal fees within the former Act. 

20. Are there, any of those offices, which the Commissioners have recommended 
to be abolished at the expiration of the lives of the existing holders ? — There are 
a few of them which they have recommended to be abolished at once. 

21. Will you explain the effect of Mr. Peel’s BillP—It will have the effect of 
continuing to those officers who were in office prior to May 1830, the same amount, 
notwithstanding any alteration or deficiency in their fees, which they had upon 
the average of the 10 years prior to May 1830; and it gives the Treasury power, 
in case any of those offices are lawfully abolished, to reduce the award of the 
Commissioners to the extent of one-fourth ; and the Treasury have exercised that 
power in respect of some of the offices already abolished. They have exercised it 
in the case of the clerks in court, on the plea side of the Exchequer, who were 
abolished by the Act of Lord Lyndhurst in 1832. 

22. Are there parties who still hold those offices.^— The offices are gone, but 
the parties who held them still enjoy three-fourths of the compensation allowance 
under Mr. Peel’s Act, and that appears from the preamble of the Act to be the 
object of it. 

23. In case of any vacancy, what takes place ?—The appointment is made as 
It has been heretofore, and the Treasury may then step in, if they iS^ease and 
fix the amount which the officer is to have as his settled income. In the case of 
most of those offices which have hitherto become vacant the fees have been so much 
reduced compared with what they were before 1830, that it was not worth while 
to interfere with them. 

24. So that with respect to those offices during the lives of the present 
holders there is likely to be a considerable charge upon the public to make good 
the deficiency of the fees I think there will be from what I have seen of the 
accounts rendered since May 1830. 

25. Can you state the total amount of the compensation ?— The total amount 

01 ail the compensations at present certified by the Commissioners is about 02,000/. 
a year. ^ 

chid through?— They have got through all the 

27. Do^ that include all that have been certified with reference both to 

sinecure offices and effective offices also? Yes. 

28. What is the total aigount for the sinecure offices ?— I think it is about 
30,000/. a year. All those offices are required by the Act to render to the 
Ireasury every year (between the 5th and the 10th of March) an account of the 
tees received in the preceding year, with the disbursements made thereout, in 
order to show the net value which has accrued from fees; the Treasury, upon 
00 nng at the Commissioners certificate and Hhe net amount of actual receipts, 
then make an order for the payment of the deficiency to the officer ; or, if there 
IS a surplus, he is called upon to pay it to the Consolidated Fund. 

there been many cases in wj|^h with reference to the sinecure offices 
there has been a surplus of fees receiveef by the officer?— As regards the King’s 
Hench, 1 think not one, and m the Common Pleas and Exchequer there is hardly 
one ; the offices have been all falling off. 

30. And in some cases the falling off has been considerable ?— Yes. 

31* o that on the whole the total amount of compensation certified under the 
ueaa ot'bmecure Offices being about 30,000/., what would be about the amount 
ot the_ deficiency which would have to be made good out of the Consolidated 
un . would, I think, be about half The officers having rendered their 

accounts 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 7 

accounts fov 1833 to the Treasury, the amount of actual receipts in that year can 

be seen exactly. , „ . . • .1 ^ 

02. It is presumed that the falling off arises, either from improvements in the mode 
of doing business or from the fees being taken off?^ — From the new mode of doing 
the business, by which ease is given to the suitors. Many of the fees in the chief 
offices arose from the length of the proceedings. Those proceedings having now 
been very much shortened by the rules of court, of course m all those offices the 

fees have been much less. . ,1 

oq Has this operation taken place chiefly by Act of Parliament, or by rules 
of court?— By rules of court, chiefly authorized by Act of Parliament, mosfly 
bv Acts passed since May 1830. There are now some rules upon the Table 
of the House which, I believe, will make considerable alteration. 

34. And which will lead to a further decrease of fees, in consequence of increased 

facilities given to the suitors ?—l have no doubt of it. . r xr- . 

q=: It appears that there is one of those individuals m the Court of Kings 
Bench, William Prevost, holding the office of clerk of Nisi Pruis for London 
and other cities, appointed by the custos brevium ; appointment m writing ; for 
life • anpointment lost 5 did the Commissioners satisfy themselves by other evidence 
of the genuineness of that appointment?— By the oath of the party, and by 
inquiry as to whabhad been the custom of holding those offices for many years. 

I believe that was one of the appointments handed over to Mr. Edge, of Essex- 
street who lost at one time all his papers from a robbery committed at his house. 

ifi6. Which of those offices did the Commissioners recommend the immediate 
abolition of?— The filacer and exigenter, Held by the 

Kenyon, the clerk of the Errors, in the Exchequer Chamber, held by Mi. Edoell, 

and all the cursitors. , . ,, ^ 

37. How long ago was that recommendation made r — About three months 

“^38 And the officers would be entitled to receive compensation upon the aboli- 
tion?— They would he entitled to receive three-fourths oi the compensatipn 

awarded if the Treasury thought fitto exercise their power under the Act, 

39. And the outgoings of the office would also be saved?— Yes, to a certain 

“af' Have those recommendations been complied with ’-They are under con- 
sideration. The Treasury are not empowered, unless the abolition is by lawful 
authority, and it is considered that the abolition must therefore be by Act of 

afTlppears that power was given by the Treasury to purchase offices in 
fee? or office? to be abolished ; have any offices been so purchased ?— I believe one 
pursitors Mr. Edward Winslow. 

I7 S YOU State the amount?-The amount of his annual compensation 
was 477 i. OT thereabouts, and I suppose it was purchased from him m the same 
TtTfmnpr that vou would purchase an annuity to that extent. .. r r-u 

iV It aODears that that Act extends to every cursitor of the Court of Chancery, 
andVery Son holding any office connected with the passing of fines 
' recoveries -?;o what office does that apply, does it apply to officers in the hst 

k f +u V’nr.vmittpp 5 Yes bscause scveral of the officcrs in tbc Common Pleus 

“"l!-'* You have stated that the Commissioners construed the Act, to entitle every 
person holding any office connected with the 

Ee entitled to®cc4ensa|on. to 

the construction putupon.the Act. , , , . , s„ch as William Prevost, 

46. There are some oPP°‘T , " “tS of the Decla- 

0.22. ® 



Mr. 

Richard Hojikins, 



15 March 1834. 
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performed by deputy? — No ; the Commissioners did not particularly inquire into 
that, but from the general knowledge I have of their inquiries, those were offices 
which have been for many years performed by deputy. Mr. Prevost was appointed 
in 1 795. There is no specific power to, execute by deputy, but it has always been 
understood that they had that right. 1 believe Mr. Prevost, though a very old 
man, now and then goes down to the office, and has the general superintendence 
but takes no efficient part; the duties are conducted by the deputy or clerk. At 
the same time I apprehend that Mr. Prevost would be responsible for any thing 
wrongly done in his office, and not the deputy. ° 

47. Does the certified net value of these various offices consist altogether of 
fees and emoluments of that nature, or is there any salary included in any of them? 
— I think in a very few cases there is a small salary ; I hardly know whether 
there is any in the lists I have given to the Committee, but there is in some of 
the offices ; for instance, the master under the chief clerk, Lord Ellenborough, 
has a salary of 200/. a year from the chief clerk. That 200/. a year has been 
included in the disbursements of Lord Eilenborough as chief clerk. 

48. The Compensation Commissioners are empowered to act under the Act of 
last session, abolishing various offices in the Court of Exchequer ? — They have 
been required to do so by a Minute of the Treasury. 

49. Have they taken any steps under that Act? — They have not yet made 

any recommendation, but they are now considering the subject; they will proceed 
in the same way that they have done with respect to other offices under the 
1 Will. IV. c. 58, leaving the Treasury to do as they think proper. « 

50. Under the Act of 1 Will. IV. is not the award of the Commissioners final^^ 
Yes; it will not be so in the case of the Exchequer officers, because the Treasury 
may reduce the net value as found by the Commissioners if they think proper. 

51. Is not the chief clerk in the King's Bench paid some portion of his salary 
out of the money vested in Exchequer Bills? — I believe he has some benefit from 
'that; that is not included in the amount o,f compensation ; it was not taken into 
consideration at all. 

52. Then the certificate of the net annual value of the office does not include 
this? — It does not; it was mentioned that there was such an emolument, but it 
w^ not included in the amount. It arose from money deposited in Court by the 
suitors pending actions which had not been claimed, and when the late Lord 
Eilenborough heard that there was a considerable amount, he desired that about 
five or six thou.sand pounds of it might be invested in some sort of security, and 
I believe Lord Eilenborough has taken the interest or the produce of it. 

53. Under what authority ?— I do not know, as the Commissioners did not- 
think it a fee of office, they did not take it into consideration. 

54. Do you recollect iuwhat year that investment took place? — I do not know. 

55 - Was it during the life time and by the directions of the late Lord Ellen- 

borough ? — Yes; I believe it was. 

56. It appears that the investment was made before the appointment of the 
present chief clerk. Do you know w'bether the interest upon it was previously 
taken by the former chief clerk ? — I think it was stated in conversation that it 
was, and that Lord Eilenborough had only clone what his predecessor did before 
he was appointed in February iSii. 

. 57 * Uo you know whether those investments have continued to be made from 
lime to lime ? — I believe they have. 

58. ^\hat is the salary paid by the chief clerk to his deputy? — He pays him 
200/. a year; he also gave him the office, of master, which pays him 1,500/. or 
1,000 /v a year in fees. 

59. What is the name of the deputy r — Thomas Le Blanc: he is called the 
Master of the King’s Bench. 

60. What is the sum given by the Honourable Thomas Kenyon to his deputy? — 
ihere were three clerks ; one of them had about 400/. a year, another about 

another about 150/. a year, but the Treasury have now reduced 
the office to one clerk at 100 /. a year. 

61. Has Lord Eilenborough the apppointment of any other office ? — Yes; he 

as the appointment of several ; the clerk of the Rules, the clerk of the Papers, 

e clerk of the Declarations, clerk of the Common Bails, and clerk of the 

Dockets. 

62. Are those offices all saleable by Lord Eilenborough if he thinks proper?— 
ies; they have been declared to be so by 6 Geo. IV. c. 82, and that Act states, 

that 
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that upon the demise of the persons interested those offices shall be appointed by 
the Chief Justice, and shall not be saleable. 

63. What is the value of those offices ?— The clerk of the Rules was worth 
about 4,500/. a year, the clerk of the Papers about 1,500/. a year, the clerk of 
the Declarations about 1,248/. a year, the clerk of the Common Bails between 
300/. and 400/. a year, and the clerk of the Dockets 1,148/. a year. 

64. All those offices have hitherto been under the appointment of the chief 
clerk? — Yes ; but not all made by the present chief clerk. 

65. How many of them r — The clerk of the Common Bails and the clerk of 
the Declarations I believe. 

66. In case of the decease of any of the existing holders of those sinecures in 
this list has there been any regulation made by the Act of Parliament respecting 
the filling up of the offices ? — Yes ; the 6 Geo. IV. c. 82 & 83 provides, that some 
of those offices shall be filled up by the Chief Justice, without any fee or reward; 
that the offices should he held during good behaviour, and that the office should 

* be performed in person and not by deputy. 

67. Does that apply to all the offices,' or only to some particular offices? — Only 
to some particular offices. 

68 . Is it after the death of Lord Ellenborough, or after the death of the present 
parties holding the offices?— After the death of Lord Ellenborough and the parties 
now in office. During the life of Lord Ellenborough he is to have the same 
right that he had before the Act, but after his death, and the death of the other 
parties, the vacancies are to be filled up by the Chief Justice. 

6 p. Does the Act of 6 Geo. IV. fix the amount of fees or salary to be received 
by the new party coming in ? — It says, that the Lord Chief Justice and the 
Treasury may fix it, and from time to time alter it, as they may think proper. 

70. With reference to other offices included in this list to vyhich that Act does 
not apply, is there any regulation with respect to the re-filling up those offices 
when the present interests in them lapse ? — ^No. 

71. Might they then be re-appointed as sinecures? — Yes; but they would not 
be entitled to any compensation; they could only have the amount that the office 
actually produced, subject to the interference of the Lords of the Treasury. 

72. But there has been no Act passed to prevent the re-appointment of sine- 

curists?— No ; the Act of 1 Will. IV. c. 58. continues the right of appointment to 
the same persons who formerly possessed it. - , i j 

73. Does the Act provide upon what terms the new persons so appointed would 
come in?— He would come in subject to the interference of the Treasury in fixing 



his emolument. - , 1 , n 

74. But the Act does not prbvide that the persons so appointed shall neces- 
satily be effective functionaries No, certainly not, nor is there any provision 
beyond tbU;of the 6 Geo. IV. c. 82 & 83, and the 1 Will. IV. c. 58, which provide 

that the Treasury may step in and regulate the fees. ... v a *1. a- f 

75. In whose hands are the Exchequer bills deposited, from which the chief 

clerk detives his emolument? — I believe at his private bankers. ^ 

76. Do yon consider that those sinecures would sell at a rate equal to apy 

other annuity in the market ?-No, I do not believe they would, because they 
would be liable to great redaction probably ; it would depend upon the amount 
of business going to the court. , iii.ii i. 

77. Taking them at their average rate, do you think they 

araie as any annuity in the market?-No, I do not think they would, because 
other annuities would he fixed and certain, and this is no a ^ ’ . 

depend upon the amount of business in the court, and upon the 
naid to the officers; and with the alterations now going on 1 think they would 

*o1e certificates of compensation include any W™,. 

offices, or nothing more than the mere naked returns, as cer 1 e mode in 

Nothing more than the naked return, except some remarks as to the mode m 
which the averase was got at,, or as to the allowance ot.«ome 01 ttte tees. 

79 yL sSrt thi recommendations to the Treasury were 
communications, and not included in the compeusalion <^>>''‘ificates^-Any recom- 
mendations that the •Commissioners thought proper to make from time to time 



were always made in special reports. 



Mr. 

JltciaH Hankins. 



15 March 1834. 
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Mercurii, 1 ^“ die MariUf 1834 . 
GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Horace Twiss, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

Horace 8o. Mr. Twiss, the Committee understand that you hold the office of 

Examiner of Letters Patent in the Court of Chancery, the emoluments of which 

19 March 1834. appear by this return to be 57/. I'o^. %d. annually? — I am afraid I can hardly say 
that. They are 7/. lO^r. 8^f., giving, after a deduction of 5 per cent, for collecting, 
a clear 7/. 3#. 2d., with a chance of the other 50/. if it can be got. ’ 

81. From what source is the sol. derived ? — I understand it is charged upon a 
fund created in the Bankrupt Court, from the fees there received, or to be received. 

82. Therefore the receipts of that are not certain? — Not at all ; in fact, there is 
a deficiency this year, and upon applying, about the 11th of January, to receive 
my compensation, I was told that the fund was not adequate to the payment of 
more than somewhere about three-fifths of all the charges upon it, and that there- 
fore they meant to pay nothing, at present. 

83. Then the 50 1 . you receive out of the fund is a compensation for some 
former office which you held ? — The 50 1 . is a compensation for the destruction of 
the fees in bankruptcy, which compensation was provided for by the 53d section 
of the Bankrupt Court Act, and other enactments, I believe, abolishing patronage 
of the Lord Chancellor. 

84. Which fees would have accrued to your office? — Yes; they were receipts 
of between 50/. and 60/. a year. 

85. Then the only sum accruing to you as examiner of the Letters Patent is 
this "jl. 3^. 2d. annually? — That is not a certainty, but depends upon the fees; 
that is the Return for the last year, from the beginning to the end of 1 833, or from 
October 1832 to October 1833. I am not sure whether it ends in October or on 
the 31st of December. 

86. It is here, from the 1st of January to the 31st of December?— Is it? What 
the amount of the fees, which last year gave “ 1 . 3^. 2 c?., will be in the course of 
this year is wholly uncertain. 

87. What is the nature of the fees? — I believe that fees were payable upon 
every patent of certain kinds that passed the Hanaper Office. I apprehend, in 
strictness, the examiner could have been called upon to investigate any letters 
patent which might have happened to have any thing of a special nature in them. 
It has never happened while I have held the office that any such specialty has 
owurred, and therefore, in that sense of the thing, I have regarded it as a sinecure 
office. I was sworn to do this duty if it was required to be done. I took the 

I was sworn into the office to perform the duties of the office 
faithfully, and so on in general words, particularly to examine any letters patent 
that might be fought to me for the purpose ; but none have been brought. 

^ 88. Then you mean to say that it does not depend upon you to make any 
inquiry? I apprehend nothing depends upon me except to examine the letters 
patent if any are. brought to me. 

. Sq. By whom would they be brought? — By Mr. Seton, who does the duty, as 
fair as there is any duty, which, in his time, has consisted only" of receiving the 
fees. He has received the fees for me, and he received the fees in the same 
manner for my predecessor ; and he does not remember that any duty has ever 
actually been done within his time. 

r Under what authority was compensation for this 50?. awarded to you for 
prior business.? -r-It was not for fees belonging to prior business, 
ihese fees were attached to all commissions of bankruptcy, and at the time when 
I nr^ held the office the abolition of the bankmptcy fees had not taken place ; 
the abolition of this source of fees did not take place till I had held the office for 
some time. . ^ 

pi. You were a commissioner of bankrupt, were you not ? — Yes, but my com- 

niissiouership 
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raissionership had nothing to do with this particular office. I have no compensa- Horace rwiw.Esq. 
tion as commissioner. “j; 

02. Under what authority was the compensation of the 50I. awarded to you for. i 9 March 1834. 
the* fees which you used to receire ? — Thus ; At the time when the Act of Par- 
liament passed which altered the machinery of the proceedings in bankruptcy 
I was in the receipt of certain fees accruing from commissions of bankrupt, 
every commission being at that time passed under the Great Seal. When the Act 
of Parliament was passed abolishing the ancient course in bankruptcy and in its 
nlace was substituted the present system of flats, there were no longer any com- , 
missions, nor, of consequence, any fees payable for their passage through the 
Hanaper Office ; and by that cessation my fees were diminished in value by a loss 
of somethin" like jot. a year; nine-tenths of the whole. It being foreseen that 
such a diminution would take place, the Act of Parliament authorized the Lords 
of the Treasury, with respect to that and various other offices, to make such com- 
pensation as to them should seem good. The Lords of the Treasury were con- 
stituted therefore by the Act of Parliament, a tribunal for that purpose. The 
matter was investigated by the Lords of the Treasury, both as to my claim and 
as to the claims of a variety of other officers, whose claims were larger or smaller 
than mine. In some instances the Lords of the Treasury awarded what was termed 
compensation, and in other instances they refused any compensation at all. In 
my case they thought some compensation was just, and they awarded what was 
termed a compensation, which in fact, however, was not equal to the value of what 
I lost. The compensation they awarded was fixed by them at 50L a year; that 
was not a matter of agreement between^them and me, hut it was a matter which 
rested wholly at their pleasure. I had no option, and I was obliged to take what 
was given to me. I received it one year, and should have received it in the present 
year bat that the difficulty took place which I' have stated to the Committee, in 
consequence of the deficiency in the fund, which prevented my receiving it. 

03 This compensation you say was awarded by the Lords of the Treasury 
shortly after the recent Bankrupt Act passed?-No, I think it was not awarded 
by the Lords of the Treasury until early in the last year, or the latter end of the 

^ 94!^ Is this fhe Act of Parliament ? — That I believe is one of the Acts of Par- 

'‘““5” What is this Act of Parliament ?— This is chapter 56 of lie 1st and 2d of 
William the Fourth. It is commonly called the Bankrupt Court Act. 

06. The compensation awarded to you was contingent upon the fees amounting 
to i certain aggregate total, vvas it not ?— I believe the compensation was regulated 
by the average of the preceding ten years. 

07. The Committee understand you to state that your receiving the 50I. a year 
depends upon the accidental circumstance of whether the whole suin received m 
the way of fees by the compensation fund amounts to a certain total or not .—ho 

^ Ts.* Is^hat the ground uptn which the. compensation is granted, « 
to Lt contingency ?-I do not think any thing is expressly said as to that by he 
T rvvflo T’rpn.^nrv in their minute ; but the charge is upon that fund , it is 



Lords of the Treasury in their minute; — -o- a 

just as if there were a mortgage upon certain proj)erty, and &e mortgaged pro- 
pertv failed to produce rents sufficient to pay the interest of thejnortgage. The 
Sgageein*^^ case loses his money, and if the fund is insufficient I suppose 

we shall lose our compensation. , nf 

The insufficiency of the fund is the ground upon which the payment ot 
. X uc UI&U1UV-ICUL.J- T...^ on wns rather an intimation 



your compensation was refused, is it t— I am told so 



it was rather an intimation 

than anX™;™nira;rou7it' w'as sai^ we cannot P-y .“J 
The gentlemen making the statement did not like to communicate the amount ot 
the deficiency, but I learnt it from a private source afterwards. 

100. Batdo yonmeanthatyouwill have a claim for arrears if it shall after- 
wards exceed the demands made upon it ? Certainly. 

101 So that vou consider you would be entitled at any J.° 

•arreamt-y“ I have Lard. 1 think, that the Bill, introduced by Mr. William 
Brougham is to provide for those deficien^cies out of Xu 

nnclaiied dividends. I am told that the dividends in bankr^y have been 
■ estimated, and that there is a ftmd from them which arises m *1" ™y. tha^ 
creditors sometimes forget or omit to claumlheir dividends, owing to the smallnes. 
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of the amount or other causes, and that it is out of that source that is contem- 
plated to make up the deficiencies of this fund. 

102. On looking at the tenor of your appointment, the Committee find that 
there is no mention made of any term for which the office is to be held, either that 
the office is to be held for life or any other term ; the form of the appointment is 
“ I hereby nominate and appoint Horace Twiss, esq., of the Inner Temple, to the 
office of Examiner of Letters Patent and other things passing the Gr^t Seal of 
Great Britain, and to receive the fees and emoluments arising therefrom:” for 
what term do you understand the office to be' held ? — The understanding I have 
always had is, that it is for life. There is no instance of any other way in which 
the office has been held, which made my case even stronger than that of the 
commissioners of bankrupt, because the commissioners of bankrupt held their 
tenure only from commission to commission. 

103. What was the name of the party who held this office before you? I do 

not now remember what his name was ; he was a very old gentleman, and had 
held the office for more years than the memory of man would reach to. There 
has been no instance, as far as I can learn, of any person ever having been removed 
from it. The object of the gift was, when Lord Lyndhurst gave it me, that it 
should be a permanence ; that it should weather the changes of politics. 

104. And it was upon that principle that compensation was awarded, as you 
conceive ? — I suppose so. I was about to state to the Committee that my case so 
far appeared to be stronger even than the case of the commissioners of bankrupt 
from the circumstance that the commissioners of bankrupt held their tmure only 
from commission to commission ; and 1 believe that until Lord Eldon introduced 
the principle of non-removal, every former Lord Chancellor had put out the com- 
missioners appointed by his predecessor, and introduced friends of his own as 
the new commissioners; but Lord Eldon did not think it advantageous to the 
due administration of law to dismiss experienced for inexperienced persons, and 
he therefore waived the patronage of new appointments, and continued the com- 
missioners appointed by his predecessor. It was only, I believe, the habit thus 
growing up in his time that gave to them any permanence. Theirs, however, 
was considered by the Lords of the Treasury to have become a permanent office 
and 1 apprehend that as my case was in this respect stronger, I w'as d fortiori 
considered entitled to compensation. 

105. Are you aware that the Act of Parliament specifically mentions the 
commissioners of bankrupt, and desires that compensation shall be o-ranted to 
them t — Yes ; but it also mentions, with the same view, the clerk of the Hanaper 
and other officers of the Chancellor and of the Court of Chancery. 

106. Are you enabled to state *to the Committee as a fact generally, that 'lhis 
office has uniformly been understood to be held for life? — So I learned from 
Mr. Seton, who alone was able to give me any information upon the subject. 

107. Who is Mr. Seton?— He is the deputy clerk of the Hanaper Office. The 
last occupier of my office had held it too long for Mr. Seton to remember the time 
of his first possessing it; he had held it through aU the successive Governments 
of modern times. 

108. Do you recollect the period for which he had held it ?—I think it was 
something very considerable indeed; I believe something like 40 or 50 or 
60 years. 

log. This office is not held by patent from the Crown, is it ?— No, by appoint- 
ment from the Lord Chancellor. 

110. It has always been so held, has it ? — I conclude so. The commissioners 
of bankrupt were appointed by the Chancellor, but in successive commissions. 

111. Are you aware whether your predecessor in this office held by patent 
from the Lord Chancellor, or by patent from the Crown ? — I understand that my 
appointment is exactly on the same principle as that of my predecessor. When 
I was appointed, the Chancellor s officers were not able to find a copy of the 
appointment of my predecessor, and therefore Lord Lyndhurst directed this to be 
framed -from what his apprehension was of the tenure of the office. 

112. Were you appointed immediately on the death of your predecessor, or 

sometime afterwards?— Not immediately upon the death of my predecessor, but 
Lord Lyndhurst was so good as to say, very soon after the death of my predeces- 
sor, that he would give me the office. I had not the appointment till July 1 830, 
and my predecessor had been dead some time before that ; I think he- died about 
Christmas 1829. . 

1 1 3. Was 
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113, Was the nature of your office fully inquired into by the Lords of the l/o?ac« Twjm Esq, 

Treasury before they awarded you a compensation under the authority of the Act 

of Parliament which empowered them to grant such compensation? — I believe it ’9 March 1834, 
was very fully inquired into, for I sent a memorial into the Treasury upon the 

subject, and I several times saw Mr. Crafer, the gentleman through whose agency 
the^Lords of the Treasury conducted that inquiry ; he was one of the clerks in the 
Treasury, and I apprehend that the Lords of the Treasury had every information 
that it was possible to obtain upon the subject. 

114. Was that information ^en in writing?— Every thing that I could state 
was in my memorial. Will the Committee allow me to add, and I do so of course 
with the most perfect respect, that my understanding is, that the Lords of the 
Treasury were appointed by the Act of Parliament the final judges of that matter, 
and that this compensation having been awarded under the authority of the Act 
of Parliament, is not capable of being disturbed. Of course I have attended the 
Committee with the greatest willingness; and I am sure they will not think I am 
guilty of any want of proper consideration for them if I add, that as I apprehend 
the Lords of the Treasury to have been constituted by that Act of Parliament the 
final judges of this matter, I consider myself, in waiting upon the Committee 
now and answering all the questions put to me, as not waiving any legal right 
I may have, but as merely marking my respect to those who have done me the 
honour to send for me. 



John Iggulderii Esq. called in; and Examined. 

115. THE Committee understand, Mr. Iggulden, that j^ou are deputy Jo/mJggu/tfen, Esq. 

registrar of the Prerogative Court, • in conjunction with Mr. Dyneley and Mr. ' 

Bedford? — Yes, I am. , « « t 

116. How long have you held that office? — On the 11th of May 1829 I was 

appointed. rr<, T^ n/r 

117. Who are the registrars under whom you hold ?— The Rev. Oeorge Moore 

and the Rev. Robert Moore. _ ^ 

118. The office is executed entirely by deputy, is it not ?— Yes, it is. 

119. Do you, as deputy, receive the emoluments belonging to the office on 
behalf of your principal ? — They are received by the deputies on behalf of their 
principals, and the accounts are audited every three months. _ 

120. They are accounted for every three months to the registrars ?— Yes, 

they are. . , , 1 • r ..i 

121. What have been the annual emoluments received by the registrars tor tJie 
last three years ? — I suppose the Committee are aware that there is now a return 
being made out by the order of the House of Commons, and which will be com- 
pleted in the course of two or three days, in conformity with that order. 

122. What is the date of the order?— The 26th of February last ; as far as it 
has been made out, I can give the Committee the information, if they think it 

nece^ssary.^ so good as to furnish the Committee with what information you pos- 
sess?— There was an account rendered to the House of Commons, the Par- 
liamentary number of which is 421. That account is made up to the end of the 
• year 1 827, and from that period they are now being made up. 1 he account i have 
is as follows The principal registrars for the year 1828 received 8,926^ 14^. 11 rf.; 

for the year 1829, 9,084/. 4^- ; for the year 1830, 8,585/. 85. 10^.; for the year 
1831, 7,534/. 7«. for the year 1832, 7,924^ 2^.; and for tins last year, 

1833, 8,183/. 5*- avera^ upon the whole six years, ot 



8,373/. os. -}d. 



124.' The Committee understand you to state the emoluments for the year 1833 
at 8, 533/.?— No; the year 1833 is 8,i8g/. 5^- ” ^ that is exclusive of the 

deputy registrars received exclusive of these emoluments, 

which you have just now stated? — Yes. ^ « . e c 

126. What is the pay of the deputy registrars ?-They receive one-fourth of 
lie whole emolaments, with the exceptioD of the emoluments ansmg from the 
copies furnished to the Stamp-office. That used formerly to be received by the 
three deputy registrars, hut on the death or resignation .of the two senior regis- 
trars, the principal registrars took two portions of that away ; the remaining por- 
tion is continued to Mr, Dyneley, the senior registrar. Xhen 
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John Iggulden, Esq. 
19 March 1834. 



127. Then you mean to say that the deputy registrars used formerly to receive 
a larger sum than they do now ? — Yes. 

128. What amount does the senior deputy registrar still continue to derive from 
these emoluments you have alluded tor— It is about 120/. a year - upon the 
average I should think it is about that. This last year it is 122/. 

129. The Committee understand that the office is held during the lives of the 
Rev. Mr. George Moore and the Rev. Mr. Robert Moore r — Yes ; and there is 
a reversion upon their deaths to Mr. Charles Manners Sutton, under a special Act 
of Parliament, which I suppose the Committee are aware of. 

130. The office, you say, is granted in reversion to the Right Hon. Charles 
Manners Sutton, after the deaths of the Rev. George Moore and the Rev. Robert 
Moore? — To his son. 

131. Are you aware, whether in the grant there is any special permission to 
execute the office by deputy? — I am not aware how it is ; I should presume it 
would follow the same form as the appointment of the two Mr. Moores. 

132. But are you aware whether, in the grant to the Messrs. Moore, there is 
any permission contained to execute the office by deputy ? — Yes. 

133. It is specially so mentioned, is it? — Yes ; and I believe it has been held 
by deputy for a great number of years. 

134. And the office is granted to them specially for their lives, is it? — Yes. 
I can give the Committee the amount of the deputy registrars” fees during the 
same periods as I have given the principal registrars, if they wish to be informed 
of it. 

Tell the Committee what has been the amount of the deputy registrars’ 
fees for the same period, for which you have already given the principal registrars’ 
fees? — Mr. Gosling was, during part of that period, one of the deputy registrars. 
I do not know whether the Committee wish me to separate the two accounts. The 
deputy registrars, as I stated before, receive one-fourth of the whole profits, except 
as before mentioned, and exclusive of their proportion of a seat which is annexed 
to the office of the deputy registrars. I can separate them if the Committee wish. 

136. State to the Committee what you receive as deputy registrar, in the same 
way as you stated the principal registrars’? — Am I to state the fees which form 
part of the fees of the deputy registrar in that character only ? 

137. State what you receive in -one character, and what you receive in the 
other? — For the year 1828 Mr. Gosling, then the senior, received 1,046?. 1 .s. 3<?. 
for the seat 277/. i8j. 1 rf., making together 1,323/. igs. 4d. Mr. Jenner was then 
one of the deputy registrars, and for t^ same year he received 926/. 

and for the seat 277/. i8s. id. Mr. Dyneley, the other. deputy registrar, the 
same sum as Mr. Jenner. For the year 1829 Mr. Gosliiigreceived 1,071/. i^s.^d., 
and for the seal 242/. 19^. $d. Mr. Dyneley 950/. 15^. gd., for the seat 
242/. 195. 5^ Mr. Jenner having died in April in that year, would the Com- 
mittee wish me to specify the stim he received, and the sum received by myself 
as his successor? 

1 38. Y ou had better put it in separate sums ; state what was received by your- 
self, and what was received by Mr. Jenner? — Mr. Jenner received 337 /. 2s. 4d., 
for the seat 78/. 6 j. ir/.j I received 613/. 13J. 6J., for the seat 164/. 13 5. 4<f. 
For the year 1830, Mr. Gosling 700/. 19^. 5d., for. the seat 72/. 15^. lit/. 
Mr. Dyneley, 1,000/. 6^. 2d., for the seat. 120/. 13^. 3d. Myself, 9,56/. 17 j. gd., 
for the seat, >20/. 13^. 3d. Mr. Bedford succeeding .to Mr. Gosling, his pro- 
portion was 332/. 11^. 5c/., for the seat, 47/. 175. ^d. For tbe year 1831, 
Mr. Dyneley, 954/. 10 j. 10 d., for the seat, 107/, 2s. 3-d. Myself, 838/. 65. gd., 
fortheseat, 107/. 2 s. 3d. Mr. Bedjgrd the same. For the year 1832, Mr. Dyneley 
992/. 8f. lod., for the seat, 173 /.^^j. 3d. Myself, 873 /. 3s. 3d., for the seat, 
173 ^* 19 '^' 5 ^‘ Mr. Bedford the same. For the year 1833, Mr. Dyneley, 
1,022 /. gs., for the seat, 153/. 13 6-. 2d. Myself, 900/. 3s. 6d., for the seat, 
153^' 135.2 c/, Mr. Bedford the same. 

139. A.re the duties of your office so. considerable as to occupy all your time? — 
No, certainly not, although we are usually in the way in case of our services being 
required. 

, 140. All the three gentlemen who execute the office of deputy registrars are 
constantly obliged to attend, are they ?— No, not constantly. In Term time it is 
necessary that two of them should be in attendance; the third registrar is not 
required to be .in constant attendance, but is usually in the way to assist and confer 
when necessary, as is frequently the case, with his colleagues on the general 
. business 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 15 



business of the registry, and to forward such business as may have come under johnTggulden,Es({. 
bis consideration and direction during his attendance in rotatiop in the court and . .. — 

registry. ^9 ^arch 1834- 

141. The Committee understand you to say that in Term time there is work 
enough for you all three to do to occupy the time of all three ? — In Term time the 
three registrars are usually in attendance, although the business may not daily 
require it. They take the signing and general business of the office in rotation by 
fortnight, one goes into office on the Monday, and continues there till the Saturday 
week following, and then he is relieved by another registrar. 

142. Then there is only business for one of you to do at the time, and you 
relieve each other every alternate fortnight? — Except in Term time, and for 
occasional assistance and conference. 

743. Are you aware of any regulation which has been made for abolishing or 
regulating the fees of the registrars of the Prerogative Court after the termination • 
of the existing life interests ? — I am not. 

144. None such have been made that you are aware of? — Not at present I be- 
lieve. There was an Act of Parliament passed as to some of the sinecure 
situations ; as to the clerks* of the seats, that was the 10th of Geo. 4. c. 53. 

145. Then the offiice of registrar would be included among the sinecure offices 
of the Prerogative Court ? — 1 am not aware of any Act of Parliament relating to 
the principal registrars ; it is in contemplation I presume from the Report of the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, as they recommend, that the duties of the registrars 
shall be performed in person. 

146. The Commissioners of the Ecclesiastical Inquiry recommend that the 
duties of the office shall be performed in person, do they? — Yes. 

147. With respect to the office of the clerks of the seat, there are five clerks of 
the seat are there not? — Yes. 

148. Do they execute their duty in person or by deputy ?— Two of the seats 
are executed in person, and the three others by deputy. 

149. Who are the two who execute it in person? — The registrar’s seat is one 
and Mr. Abbot’s is the other. 

150. And who are the three who execute by deputy ?— The Reverend George 
Brydges Moore, the son of the Reverend George Moore, and John Moore, esq., 
who IS brother of the Rev. George Moore, and Mr. John Capes is the other. 

i5r. How are the offices of clerks of the seat held, are ffiey held for life, or on 
what tenure? — They are held during pleasure, but I am not aware of any persc^i 
having been discharged. 

152. By whom are they granted?—By the principal registrars. 

153. That is by the] Reverend George Moore and by the Reverend Robert 
Moore ? — Yes. 



154. Do all the present clerks of the seats hold their offices under grants from 

the Reverend George Moore and. the Reverend Robert Moore, or do they hold 
them under grants from some prior registrar ? — They all hold them from. the pre- 
sent registrars. , , • . r xv 

155. The Committee understand you to say that the appointment of the 

clerks of the seat are bestowed during pleasure, but that they have mvanably been 
preserved for life? — ^Yes. , , 1 1 r 

156. — Is it within vour knowledge that they have been so enpged always for 
life by the holders ?— So long as I can speak to ; so long as I have been in the 
profession I am not aware of any having been discharged. 

157. What are the emoluments belonging to each seat?— I am sorry 1 cannot 
furnish the Committee with any information upon that point. I have been en- 
deavouring to get it this morning ; the accounts are now being made up for the 
House of Commons, but they are not in that state of forwardness in which I can 
give the Committee any satisfactory information upon them. 

158. Are the seats equal in point of emolument ?— No ; there is a great deal of 

difierence * 

159. In what respect?-From the Quantity of business done at the respective 
seats, the extent of which will appear on reference to the Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 271, that was up to the end of the year 1827, and from that time the accounts 
are now being made out to be sent to the House of Commons. 

160. From what are the emoluments of the clerks of the seat derived ? They 
•are derived from the filling up of the probates and administrations ; the tee upon. 

0.22. <14 ' 
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/oAn IggiiZcfen, Esq. each probate is 2S. 4d. and 35. 8^. upon administrations, and also from the dis- 
count upon the probate and administration stamps. 

19 March 1834. ^ 6i. Then the emoluments of each clerk of the seat vary according as more or 

less business in that way comes to him? — Yes. The seats are divided into districts 
and each takes the district allotted to it. 

162. You are not aware of the existing alterations which are contemplated for 
regulating or abolishing, or regulating in any way the office of clerk of the seat? 
— The Act of loth of George 4. c. 53. prevents the principal registrars from 
appointing any future clerks of the seats unless they be notaries and have duly 
served a clerkship of seven years to a proctor practising in Doctors’ Commons 
and they are to perform the duties in person. 

163. Now does that Act of Parliament contain any regulation with respect to 
the fees to be taken by the clerks of the seats ? — Yes ; it directs that a Table of 
Fees be established in conformity to the recommendation of the Commissioners for 
regulating the duties, &c. of the Ecclesiastical Courts, which Table of Fees has 
been made out in conformity thereto, and these fees are now taken and no others. 

164. The office held by the two Abbots, William Abbot the elder and William 
Abbot the younger, is entitled, in a return before the Committee, “ Clerk or 
Assistant to the Deputy Registrar.” The Committee understand you to say that 
that office held by William Abbot is this, the office of clerk of the seat, although 
it appears hereby a different name? — The office of clerk of the seat, or assistant 
to the deputy registrar, is one and the same office. 

165. W'ho acts as deputy to the three clerks of the seats who do not dis- 
charge their office in person; for example, who is deputy to Mr. John Capes? — 
Mr. Samuel Jarvis. 

166. What is Mr. Jarvig; is he a notary? — No, he is the assistant clerk of 
the seat. 

167. Do you know what his emoluments are ? — I am not aware ; but a Return 
of his emoluments is now being made out by order of the House of Commons. 

168. Does not Mr. Capes hold some other office? — He is the auditor. 

169. Is that an office of much emolument? — No, only 30/. a year. Lord 
Stowell is the actual auditor ; Mr. Capes is the deputy auditor. 

1 70. Is it an office of responsibility and labour ? — It is an office of responsibility 
and of some labour ; the auditing of the accounts are quarterly. 

171. It is held by Lord Stowell, you say? — The appointment is held by Lord 
Sibwell ; he receives no emolument from it. 

172. Is the 30/. a year a sufficient payment for the duties of the auditor, or is 
the payment by holding the seat?— It is not a sufficient payment ; but Mr. Capes, 
holding the other appointment of one of the clerks of the seats from the principal 
registrars, would consider himself bound to do the duties of auditor for that sum. 

173. The former deputy auditor likewise held a seat as clerk of the seats, did 
he? — No, I think not; at least not in my, recollection. I do not know whether a 
gentleman of the name of Moore was not before the deputy auditor, but I am not 
quite certain of that fact. 

174. In point of fact, the 30?. a year is paid by the principal registrar, is it? 
— Yes. 

175. Then who is the deputy of Mr. John Moore as clerk of the seat?— 
Mr. Samuel Chadwick. 

176. He also is an assistant clerk of the seat, is he not? — Yes. 

1 77. Does he in conjunction with that transact any business as a proctor, or in - 
any other way ? — No. 

178. The work of the clerk of the seat occupies his whole time, does it ?— Yes, 
entirely. 

179. And who is the deputy of Mr. George. Brydges Moore? — Mr. Edward 
Mollison. 

180. You are not acquainted with the emoluments received by those d^uty 
clerks of the seat, are you? — No, but as I ^mentioned before', the House of Com- 
mons will be furnished with that information in a few days. 

181. You state that the returns are in the course of being made out in order to 
furnish the House of Commons with the information?— Yes. 

182. From what sources are the great emoluments of the principal registrars 
derived ?-— Principally from the copying and registering of the wills, and from the 
searches and fees on probates and administrations. 

183. You 
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183. You mean to say that certain fees are paid whenever a will is registered, Tggulden, Eai^. 

and whenever a copy of a will is furnished ? — Yes. . g 

184. What are those fees; are they special fees ; are they fixed by law, what ’ 

the amount is to be in each particular case? — They are special fees, and fixed by 

law, being such as were recommended to be taken by the Commissioners appointed 
to inquire into the duties, salaries and emoluments of the officers of the Eccle- 
siastical Courts ; the principal registrars also derive emoluments from the copies 
of wills furnished to the Stamp Office. 

185. Do they make the copies themselves, or does the Stamp Office do it? — 

They are made out at the Prerogative Office and transmitted to the Stamp Office. 

1 86. How many clerks are kept in the Principal Registrar’s Office ?— Sixty-two. 

187. In what other way do these large disbursements belonging to the office 

accrue; this disbursement of 12,045/. 16s. Sd. for instance? — There is paid to 
the deputy registrars, 3,283/. 155. 10£/. ; to the Judge, 90/. gj. 6 d.; officer of the 
Court, 4/.; for the clerks’ salaries, 1, 445^0 ^ portion of the stationery, 

691/. gs. 8t/.; for rent, 500 /.; for taxes, 258/. 2^. loc/.; to the auditor, 30/.; 
to the entering clerks and clerks of the searches, 450 /. ; and then there is a gross 
sum, which if the Committee wish the particulars of I can give ; that sum is 
5,292/. i8^. lOrf., making together 12,045/. appears by an account 

I’hold in my hand. .The account is thus : paid to the record keepers, examiners, 
the registering and stamp office copying clerks, ’ 3 ’^- j copying 

clerks for copying, 746/. lo^. ; for clerks' attendances in town at the different 
courts of law, 74/. 9 ?. ; for clerks’ attendances with wills in the country, 303 /. 1 os. ; 
fees to the clerks, 256/. 16s., for gratuities, &c. ; to the stationer for binding and 
clasping the registering books and for stationery and printing, 225/. 16s.; for 
taxes, tradesmen’s bills and other incidental expenses, 377 /. 4s. 2 d. ; these several 
sums make up the sum of 5,292/. 18s. lod. » , , . - 

188. All those disbursements are under the control of the deputy registrars, aie 
they?— Yes, they are. • . , , 

1 8g. The Committee wish to know who it is that determines what disbursements 
are necessary for the fees office, and how the business of the office can be conducted 
on the best scale?- The deputy registi-arsdeterminewhat disbursements are neces- 
sary ; these expenses are paid by the record keepers, and the accounts audited by 
the auditor quarterly. , j . 1 • 

190. Who is it that orders the number of persons employed and the salaries 

which they receive ? — That is done by the deputy registrar^ ^ , ...i 

191. In fact the substantial superintendence of the offipe is entirely with the 

deputy registrars, is it not? — Certainly, completely so. ^ m ..1. •. 

102. Who is that gives authority for the expenses incurred ?— The authority 
is given by the deputy registrars to the recoid keepers, if any are required beyond 
the usual and ordinary expenses. , ,t i 1 • 

193. Do they employ an additional clerk if one is wanted ?~No; no clerk is 
appointed without the direction of the deputy registrar. _ -.i ^ 

104. The record keepers do incur expenses, if they think it necessary, without 
consulting the deputy registrars, do they not? — les, the common an or mary 
expenses; and those accounts are afterwards produced and audited as a matter 

°^‘'Q5.''But the auditor would take the record keeper’s signature as a sufficient 
authority for the expense incurred?-Certainly not, without the vouchers. 

196. Who are the record keepers ?-Mr. Richard Capes and Mr. James 

Stevenson.^ you mean Mr. Capes, the auditor?— No, the brother of that 

^198^ mat do the record keepers receive as a salary themselves ?— Four hun- 
dred and eleven pounds ten shilling and eight pence a year, ^^des the 
recommended by the Report of the Commissioners, to regulate the duties, salaries. 

&c. of the Ecclesiastical Courts. r 

199. Are you acquainted with the office of the Court o * not their 

with the pecuniary part of it; 1 can state who the officers are, but not the.r 

“’ror'You are not acquainted with any thing rejecting the office of marshal 
of the Admiralty ?— Only so far as knowing who the officers are, and that it 

^"ao’u* Ym told thq Committee that there was no Act of Parliamentj so far as 
n D ^ 
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ot.Ebo. yo'J knew, for regulating the fees either of the principal registrar or of the clerk 
-L of the seats, after the termination of any existing life interest? — There is an Act 

1834. of Parliament applicable to the registrars as well as the clerks of the seats, in 
respect to the fees, being the Act of 10 Geo. 4. before referred to; but not sug- 
gesting any change after the termination of any existing life interest. 

202. Do you know what are the regulations of that Act of Parliament ? — I can 
refer the Committee to the Act which, as I mentioned before, is the 10th of 
Geo.4. c. 53. . 

203. You state that if the office of the clerk of the seat were vacant, there 
would be no power of re-appointing it ? — Yes, there would, by the present regis- 
trars, subject to the approval of the Judge. 

204. Would that appointment be subject to the provisions of the Act of 
Parliament to which you have just uow referred? — Yes, there has been one 
appointment subsequent to the passing of that Act, which was the appointment of 
Mr. Abbot the younger. 

205. This probably is the title of the Act to which you have referred ; it is dated 
the 19th of June 1829; “An Act to regulate the Duties, Salaries and Emolu- 
ments of the Officers, Clerks and Ministers of certain Ecclesiastical Courts in 
England”? — Yes, that is the Act. 

206. In the appointment of the Messrs. Abbot, it seems they hold one seat 
between them ? — They do. 

207. Does there exist a power of so dividing the seats ? — That seat has a 
greater proportion of business than any other in the office, and that is the reason 
why that has always been held by two persons. 

208. You mean the office of clerk to the deputy registrar, do you not? — Yes, 
clerk of the seat, or assistant to the deputy registrars. 

209. Do you know the nature and tenure of that office ? — It is held during 
pleasure ; it is by appointment under the hands and seals of the principal regis- 
trars, removable at any time. As I stated before, I am not aware of any one 
person having ever been removed. 

210 Then, when the present registrars succeeded to their office, they did not 
re-appoint the clerks of the seat ? — They did not re-appoint by writing, but they 
continued the same persons whom they found there, without any formal re- 
appointment. In clause eight of the Act of Parliament I have referred to, the Com- 
mittee will find that notaries, having served a clerkship of seven years to a 
proctor in Doctors’ Commons, are to be appointed to those offices in future 
vacancies. , 

2 11. What are the provisions of clause eight, of the 1 0th Geo. 4. c. 53 ?— Clause 
eight recites, “That no person shall be hereafter appointed clerk of a seat in the office 
of the said Perogative Court unless he be a notary public, and have duly served a 
clerkship of seven years to a proctor practising as such in the said Courts ; and 
such clerk of a seat shall execute his duties in person, except when prevented by 
reasonable cause ; and when so prevented he shall procure the assistance of some 
other notary public, to be approved of by the Judge ; provided always, that nothing 
herein contained shall extend to apply to any clerk of a seat in the office of the 
Prerogative Court duly appointed thereto before or at the time of the passing of 
this Act.” 

212. There are no other sinecure offices or offices executed by deputy in the 
Prerogative Court, are there ? — No. 

213. Are there any salaries annexed to any of these offices? — The assistant 
clerks of seat have received salaries from their principals since the abolition of 
fees on 1st January 1830. The assistant clerk of the deputy registrars seat 
receives 150/. per annum. I do not know the amount of salaries paid to the 
other assistant clerks, but returns are now being made out by order of the House of 
Commons, and will be presented in a few days, with returns from all the 'other 
officers receiving salaries, viz. the record keeper, the entering clerk and his 
assistant, the clerk of the Searches, the clerk of the Current Wills, and the 
senior clerk of the Stamp Office Copying Department. 

214. Then the salaries of the record keeper and the entering clerk are paid 
altogether by the principal registrar? — They are paid out of the general receipts 
of the office. 

215. Out of the gross receipts appertaining to the office ? — Yes. 

216. They are, in fact, included in this aggregate sum of disbursements; in this 

1 2,045 — Certainly. 

. 217. Do 
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217. Do they receive any fees ?— Yes, as will appear by the accounts now Johnlgg^^^^. 

■mfllinp- out bv order of the House of Commons. iSo< 

218. Do you conceive these offices are liable to be soldr — 1 arn not aware of 9 
its ever having been done, because that would be between the principal persons 
and the persons they appoint. I should think that they are too honourable men to 

do anv thing of the soi t. , , , . r 1 1 V 

210 Do vou consider that the offices are saleable ?- 1 should say they are not. 

220 Do you mean by law that they could not be publicly sold?~I consider 
thev could not, because I apprehend that it would be an illegal act to do so. 

221 You are not acquainted with the office of registrar of the Court of 

Admiralty are you ?— Do you mean the principal or the deputy ? _ 

222. With the tenure of the office and the circumstances appertaining to it?— 

Nothing beyond the mere appointments of the deputy registrars, who of course are 
appointed by Lord Arden, the principal registrar. 



VeneriSf 21 ° die 1834 . 



GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Hemy Birchfeld Szcabey, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

..O WHAT is vour Christian name, Mr. Swahey ?~Henry Birchfield. H.B. Smhei,,'E.^. 

You a/ deputy registrar of the Court of Admtralty the Corr,tu.Uee 

““2r5^Ts‘^tterI?ny other deputy registrar besides yourself’-Yes. there is Mr. 

•’ta X” registrar is discharged jointly by yourself and Mr. 

Morgan is it ? — It isi 

s. ^ «*. •' 

^ ‘l”;, The Committee understand yon to state that the jurisdiction of those two 
231. ine c^ommiuee uuuci= j abolished • do you mean that, or do 

courts is actaally and m ° , ; prospectively ’abolished at the expiration 

yon mean the Jurisdiction of ^ heard 

feforrtCte^ he heard before the Judicial Committee of the 

what tenure does Lord Arden hold the office of registrar of the High 

“l^o^'^fheid the offi. ^ -ry^g 
For a very long period, since 1790 • ° 

reversion, is dated in the year 17 4 - office recently ? — The emoluments 

1135. What have been the officl has yielded nothing 

recently have been inconsiderable , in po nt oi 

to the principal, but the emoluments of the office been in that 

simatnt^t ;Si :oEg^to’'L%rmcipal. and something only to tiie depu- 
ties?— About three years. „„-,od before the three years ago the emolu- 

237. Previous to that period, the peripa^omore , b 

0.22. 
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merits of the office were considerable, were they not?— They have not been con- 
siderable recently ; not indeed within any portion of the last ten years. 

238. During the war were they not very considerable? — Very considerable. 

239. And since the war they have been gradually declining — Yes. 

24b. Has that decline been quite progressive in each year since the war? — Not 
exactly progressive but gradual ; for some years after the war there was a large 
arrear of war business, and that continued more or less profitable in different 
years. 

241. In what way have the emoluments of the registrar accrued; has it been 
by a fee upon each cause tried? — By fees upon, the various incidents in all causes 
tried, such as attendances in court on the bearing of all causes, drawing all decrees 
of the Judge, and all instruments issuing under seal of the court, making office 
copies of papers and depositions, taking the custody of monies paid into court, 
investing the same when so ordered for the benefit of suitors, paying the same 
out of court, taxing bills of costs, reporting to the Judge on matters referred by 
him to the registrar and merchant referees, and very many other duties. 

242. Has the amount of the fees been always fixed? — They depend upon a 
certain scale of fees established by usage; the Table has been examined into by 
the Commissioners on Law Offices, who made a report to His Majesty on the 
duties and emoluments of the office in the year 1824. 

243. ' Arid was there not also a large portion of the income accruing from 
interests on money in the hands of the registrar? — Part of the balances not 
invested for the benefit of the Crown and suitors were invested by him at his dis- 
cretion for his own interest; of course such part only as was not required from 
time to time t» meet the large and uncertain demands of the Crown or suitors. 

244. What have been the emolunaents received by the deputies oflate years? — 
I have received about 700/. a year for the last nine or ten years, but I received 
more previously to that time. 

245. And the gentleman who acts jointly with you as deputy, has he received 
as much ? — No, he receives less. 

246 In what manner are the deputies paid ; are they paid by a proportion of 
the entire gains of the office, or by any stipulation with the principal ? — By a pro- 
portion of the entire gains of the office, and certain fees which are appropriated to 
them, and are not divisible with the principal. 

247. At the present moment, then, the Committee understand you to state that 
the clear emoluments of the office just leave to the deputy registrars those fees 
which are reserved to them, and there is nothing at all over and above that for 
the principal ? — That is not exactly so. At the periodical division of profits the 
principal's proportion is debited with the expenses or outgoings of the office, for 
which no reimbursement is receivable, such as clerks’ salaries, taxes and other like 
disbursements, and the proportion of the deputies is exempt from these expenses. 
He is, besides, at the whole expense of the rental of the Registry House and 
Offices. It may be proper also to state, that Lord Arden pays me 400/. a year 
in addition to my proportion of the fees, which, altogether, does not make 
up more than 700 /. a year, with which sum, without meaning any disparage- 
ment to his Lordship's libei’ality, who has, indeed, quite a sufficiency of expenses 
of all kinds relating to his office to provide for, I consider myself as most inade- 
quately paid. 

248. Are you aware what the disbursements and expenses connected with the 
office are? — They are not less than i ,200 L a year. 

249. Then you mean to say that those disbursements are borne by the principal 
registrar whatever may be the amount of fees which come to him ? — Just so. 

250. And in point of fact, for the last year or two, has there been an excess of 
expense falling upon the principal registrar?— For the last tw'o years there has. 

251. You mean to say, that the principal registrar has been actually out of pocket 
during each of the last two years ? — Yes. 

252. Can you state to what extent he has been subject to payments for which 
nothing adequate has come in?— 1 could not correctly state it without an exami- 
nation of the accounts. 

253. When your evidence is sent to you to be corrected perhaps you will add 

that to it?— Yes. i v } 

^ 54 - Your appointment as deputy registrar is during the pleasure of Lord Arden, 
IS it not?— Yes. r j c f 

255* Do the Committee understand you to state, with respect to the office, that 

the 
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flie office is now so far abolished as that there is no business now goi^^ and H. B, Sisabeij, Esq. 
that no cause is tried before the registrar ? — No, that is not the case. The Courts --- - - 

of Deleo-ates and Prize Appeals are abolished, or rather their jurisdiction only March, 1834. 
transferred. The Court of Admiralty remains as it always has done, and the 
resistrar of the Court of Admiralty exercises, by himself or deputy, the functions 
of%eistrar before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 

Then Lord Arden, as registrar, is entitled to the same fees for causes 
tried before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, as he was before for 
causes tried in tbe Court of Delegates and of Prize Appeals ?— He is so, because 
he executes all the same duties in that Court as he did in Courts of Delegates and 

^^2 he receive no compensation at all ? — No compensation at all. None 

is necessary, for his office is, in fact, continued under his patent as registrar of 
the Court of Delegates, which constitutes him registrar of Civil Law Appeals to 
His Majesty, howsoever the tribunal before which such appeals are heard may at 

any time be constituted. w xi a: 

2^8. Has any prospective arrangement been made for regulating ottice oi 
recristr'ar held by Lord Arden, at the expiration of his interest in it?— There was 
an^Act passed in the year 1810 for that purpose. , . , ^ , 

2<Q What were the regulations provided by that Acf? — That two-thirds of the 
emoluments should go to the consolidated fund and one-third to the registrar and 
assistant re<nstrar to he appointed under the Act. It may be proper to state that 
Te remuneration thereby proposed will not be sufficient for any person or persons 
who may execute the duties of the office. 1. u 

260 Did that Act of Parliament provide that the office of the registrar should 
be discharged in person by the parties so appointed to it under the Act?— 13 y the 
re<^istrar in person, with an assistant registrar. ^ 

°o6 1 When you say that the Act of Parliament does not provide sufficient com- 
pensation, you are speaking of times of peace only, are you not. Intmesof 
Lace very great embarrassment would arise from the literal execution of that Act 
rfTarhaLnt. and in times of war it would afford an insufficient compensation ; 
hut that ought to be said with some deduction, because m times of very great 
business sufh as existed at the time of passing the Act, d might be sufficient, but 
in a moderate state of business, even in time of war, it would be insufficient, though 
not uerhaps in such a war as the last, and provided all the fees which were then 
“ceLed were to"be received in future ; but that will not be the case, for hey 
were very considerably reduced, as regards the prize busmess, by the report of 
the commissioners before alluded to. n . 5 

262. What were the emoluments in the time of war, do you recollect? They 
pTfremelv various, sometimes very large. , 

26- What was the lowest, and what was the highest year ; or can you the 

,7 Office 

*”^'265.*' Will you put it in your evidence when you correct it?— Yes; it will 

appear by the Statement to be annexed thereto. -> . ^ Twputv.three years. 

266. How long have you been actmg as depu^^ fumishing^some 

the net receipt is produced. ,q5=hiirsements ; do you mean to say 

268. What do you mean by stripped 01 the distoements including 

that you furnished to Lord Arden an accou account of 

any account J ® ^ or i.ooo/., or whatever it might 

so much received m the yea^ say 2.000 -’ 5 . ^ ^ 

26q^ The account then has been made out m this way^ so ^ 

« ..xsopinte iinnn each case SO much , IS tnai tne w y . . 



260. The account men nas uecu 
the clear receipts upon each case so much ; is that the w y 
ments being then deducted, 

.0.22. ° ^ 



270. Then 
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270. Then in the account you have not distinguished the gross receipts belonging 
to each case, and the disbursements incurred on account of each case?— No. 

271. Then independently of the quarterly accounts which are sent to Lord 

Arden, there is another account at the end, or particular periods of each case? 

No, the whole is done by the quarterly accounts. 

272. There will be no difficulty in giving the amount of the expenses of the 
establishment for each year will there ? — No, 'none. 

273. How many clerks are there in the establishment? — At present there are 
two clerks and a boy, and one clerk receiving a superannuated allowance. 

274. And are you yourself and your colleague in constant attendance there, or 
one of you alternately w'ith the other? — In point of fact we are almost always at 
the registry together ; we might perhaps be more absent than we are, but one of 
us must without any intermission or interval be there. In the time of the war very 
little absence could be allowed to either. There were then a great many more 
clerics ; there were ten or twelve clerks, and a vast number of copyers employed 
perpetually, sometimes during the whole night, for the ))ress of business when 
many prizes were brought in for adjudication w’as frequently very great. 

275. So that in point of fact during the war the disbursements must have been 
very heavy? — Very heav^ndeed ; I recollect during my own time 6,000/. per 
annum having been paid * stamps, and those stamps all of them of very small 
amount, chiefly 5 s. and 1 j. stamps. 

276. You are speaking now of course of the earlier period of your being 
deputy registrar, while the war was still continuing? — Yes. 

277. Of course of late years the disbursements of the office have been very 
inconsiderable? — Very considerable as regards the business of the office ; but the 
expenses of the registry house and the clerks have been to be kept up ; the house 
and offices and the salaries of three clerks, including the superannuation allowance, 
as before stated. 

278. To W'bora does the registry bouse belong ? — To Lord Arden. 

279. It is his propert}'^ you mean?— Yes, his property. 

280. Qu^ register do you mean? — No, his private property. 

281. Where is the office situated? — In Paul Bakehouse Court, Doctors’ Com- 
mons. 

282. Is it a large and expensive house, larger than is necessary for the actual 
business of the office ? — It is not by any means large enough for the business in 
time of w ar ; it is the best that was to be had at the time it was taken. 

283. But is it too large for the business at present? — It is larger than is neces- 
sary for the business at present; but perhaps I should correct that, it is not larger 
than is necessary, taking into consideration the custody of the papers that 
we have. 

284. Is the custody of the papers a portion of the functions of the registrar? — 
Yes. 

285. Has he many papers to take charge of in that capacity ?— -A very large 
quantity, and a very great number has been transmitted to the Tower. 

286. Are the papers kept in a fire proof place? — ^The ledgers and other im- 
portant documents are kept in a fire proof place; but tbe cause papers in cases 
that have been heard long since are not so kept,, not being equally material ; but 
all tbe papers and books are carefully kept in perfect order, and are of easy 
reference. 

287. Then the Committee understand you to say that in point of fact the pre- 
servation of them is not material? — Not exactly so; the papers respecting the 
condemnation of prizes, taken twenty years ago, may not at present be very 
material to the public; but all the papers in all cases are very carefully preserved 
as legal records, books of minutes of Court, decrees and other documents ; searches 
and references to them are constantly made, especially on behalf of foreigners. The 
records of the Court of Delegates, commencing in the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
are very important affecting the legitimacy of marriages and the legitimacy of births 
and descent, and the rights of parties under wills, and in cases of intestacy. 

288. In the new regulations which were made for these offices held by Lord 
Arden, at the expiration of tbe existing interest, is it provided that the registrarship 
of these two courts shall be both held by the same individual as they are at present, 
the registrar of the Court of Delegates and Prize Appeal and the Court of 
Admiralty ? — Yes, it is ; it is rather so recited than provided. 

289. Then it is not enacted ? — No, but they have been always so held ; the Act 

regulates 
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rppnlates all the offices as one, and there are a variety of other statutes that treat B. Su-abey, Esq. 
them as essentially one and the same. \ 

2QO. In this Return which has been furnished to the Committee reference is > 

made to another Act of Parliament, namely, the 53d of Geo. 3. c. 151 5 now do 
the provisions of that more recent Act make any alteration in that Act of the 
5oAof Geo. 3?— They are supplementary, and regard the custody of money 
and the payment of money into the Bank. 

201. Do they deprive the registrar of the power of keeping money in his hands 

belonging to the suitors as he has hitherto enjoyed it?— They deprive the future 
registrar of that power; but he is allowed to retain 1 0,000 to answer the current 
demands of suitors in the funds. . , . , , , * 

202. And he is directed to pay all which he has m his hands over and above 
that sum of 10,000/. into the Bank of England along with the other public 

balances, is he?— Yes. j .t. • • 1 . 1 

203. In this Return you state that the necessary expenses and the incidental 
disbursements at the present moment very considerably exceed the income ? — 

Yes, they do, considerably. , , . . 

204. Is Lord Arden out of pocket then?— Yes, he is out ot pocket. 

205. Did any change take place then years ago which made any particular 
difference in the emoluments ?— Yes, the uninvested balances then ceased to bear 

Do you mean that at that period the balances in Lord Arden s hands were 
diminished by being paid into the Bank r— They ceased to bear interest by his 
own voluntary act, and were then paid by him into the Bank, where they now 
bear interest, I presume for the benefit of the Bank, instead of being brought m 
aid of the expenses of the office. , , , , 

207. What sum of money was it that was in his hands when that cessation 
of interest took place?— £. 33 , 599 - i?®- 4 '?- "’as in his Lordship’s hands, and 
6,026 /. 'is. 1 d, in the bands of the deputies to answer the current demands on 

2q 8. Can you state to the Committee the sum which has been in his hands in 
that manner, either bearing interest or not bearing interest, for the sene.s of years, 
from the year 17Q2 downwards? — Certainly not at present. 

299. Will you insert it in your evidence?— Yes ; it shall be annexed in a 

supplementary Statement. , , , t_ -5 

300 You said your co-deputy receives less than you do ; what does he receive? 

—He receives only his proportion of the fees, whereas I receive 400/. a year 
from Lord Arden besides my proportion. , .1, n 

30 1 You said you received rather less than 7^0 1 a year ; then the Committee 
are to understand that he receives about 300 /. a year, are they Y es. 

302. And that 700 1 . a year includes the 400 L which Lord Arden allows you ? 

—Yes • I speak without reference to accounts at this moment. 

303. ’ Has the principal registrar any patronage ?— There is some patronage, 
namely, the appointment of aftnaries to the standing commissions for taking 
enamiLtions in prize causes at the ont-ports in tjme of war. Their duplies are of 
considerable importance, and where there is much business, of 

must be well qualified persons, and are usually the most eminent solicitors at the 

‘^^oTTCe'is an appointment at each of the ont-ports, is there ?-Yes, at the 
prmcipal^ports.p^a^e ?_Yes, some few of them are. depending upon the 

^1o6'’ThfaVtuary rid by savings upon a portion of tlie fees which would 
otherwise accrue to^ the deputy registrar, is he? --He charges 

pendent of ns; he charges fees for taking ezaminations entirely independent of 
* S^y^^Thln those charges do not fall upon the prohts of the registrar, do 

you give the Committee any idea of what the emoluments of that 

office are^ No. I have not the least idea. 1. r 

zoo. You have not any sort of notion ?-No, not the least; the number of 



are not; there 



309. luu UO.YC.. liwv . i 

prizes brought in at the various ports differs so much. 

310. ArS those officers still in existence, the actuaries?-They 
is ™ prize business at present, and they would be required to he re-appo.nte,d m 

0 . 2 '?. ^ 4 
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H. B. Svxihty, Esq. t'be event of a war breaking out. They are the substitutes of the deputy registrars 
for taking examinations. 

SI March, 1834. ^n. Then if a war were to break out, Lord Arden would be entitled to 

re-appoint these officers as he did before, would he not ? — He would. 

312. In these regulating Acts of Parliament, which regulate the office of registrar 
prospectively, is there any provision made how these actuaries are to be appointed, 
or is the power of- appointing them still continued to the registrars by the Act?-I 
Nothing is said about them. The registrar is supposed, ex officio, to take the 
depositions in person ; that he cannot do, and therefore he appoints a substitute. 
It is a similar appointment to that which takes place in every civil law cause, 

^ where the witnesses are examined at a distance from the court, except that the 
appointments are permanent so long as prizes are brought in. 

313. But the substitute you say, when so appointed, is not paid by the registrar, 
but he is entitled to charge the fees on his own separate account r — Yes, he is ; 
his fees being subject to taxation by the court, and they are charged at a unifonu 
and moderate rate on a scale settled many years since by the court. 

314. Does he receive any thing for the registrar ; does he pay any thing to the 
registrar; or does he receive all for himself? — He receives nothing for the 
registrar ; all belongs to himself. 

315. Is there any salary allowed to them independent of their fees as actuaries r 
— ^No, none at all, and their fees are a mere remuneration pro opere et labore. 

316. In leading the titles of Lord Ardens office as registrar, it is here stated 
that he is Registrar of the High Court of Admiralty and Ecclesiastical and 
Maritime Appeals to His Majesty ; do they remain as they were during the war ?. 
— There is no alteration since the war. 

317. That portion of the business then has not diminished, has it? — No, it has 
increased. 

318. With respect to the gross emoluments in this return, you give the gross emo- 
luments for the year ending the 5th of January 1834, at the sum of 904 1 . ^s. lit/., 
so that by your having furnished that, you would also without much difficulty be 
enabled to furnish the gross emoluments of the preceding year ?—^I should be able 
to furnish the gross emoluments without the deduction of the expenses of the 
registry bouse and offices, and my own allowance. 

319. In the same manner as you have done here?— Yes. 

320. Can you furnish the preceding years upon the same principle as you have 
done this? — Yes; and I may observe that that, in point of fact, would be the 
net profits, with the exception only of the expense of the registry house and the 
400 paid to me, and such part of the disbursements as exceed the amount of 
Lord Arden’s proportion of emoluments. 

321. Did Lord Arden purchase the registry house himself for the purpose of 
carrying on the business of the office there? — He did. 

322. What may be the value of the rental? — I think it costs Lord Arden about 
600 4 a year. 

323. Did he buy it from bis predecessor ? — No ; he bought it at a time when 
houses were very dear indeed in Doctors’ Commons, and of course paid hand- 
somely for the necessity which was imposed upon him of taking a new house. 

324. What was the house before he purchased it? — It was a proctor's office. 

32,^. A private proctor’s office? — -Yes, and his residence. 

326. Where was the office held before he purchased this house ? — It was held 
in one of the collegiate houses in Doctors’ Commons. 

327. Was it always a private house? — It was always a private house ; the last 
belonged to the College of Advocates, and was let by the college to the registrar 
for many years at a very moderate rent. 

328. What are the Reports you have there ? — The Report by the Commissioners 
on Law Offices, dated 7 February 1824, and ordered by the House of Commons 
to be printed on the 15th of April 1824. 

329. It contains the recommendations of the Commissioners witlf respect to these 
offices, does it not? — Yes; and with reference particularly to the Acts of Par- 
liament before alluded to, and I hope I may be excused for the liberty I take in 
requesting the particular attention of the Honourable the Committee to that 
Report on the Duties and Emoluments of the Registrar, pages 14 & 15. It is 
very important to myself and to my colleague also. Nothing is so much desired 
as the fullest investigation and underetanding of the case. 

330. Then 
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iin. Then the recommendations are subsequent to the date of the Acts, are ff. B. Swahey, Ea^. 
.vpv Yes : long subsequent to the date of the Acts. .. . ^ 

Jo’i. What is the sessional number of that Report?— -No. 240. 21 March, 1 34. 

092* What are the other Reports you have? — ^This is the Report of the last 
Session, No. 670, respecting the Ecclesiastical and the Admiralty Courts, and is 

important also. n -tr r o 

999 That is the Report of the vear 1833 r — Yes, of 1833. 

994 Mr. Swabey, you stated that Lord Arden was a loser at the present time, 
and that he does not receive from the office of registrar as much as his disburse- 
ments amount to ; and you also stated that two of the offices were removed to the 
urisdiction of the Privy Council, is there no profit out of them ?— Certainly there 
IS a profit out of them, but none to the principal registrar, owing to his proportion 
bemff subiect to the expenses before stated. 

9^<. You say that in the whole of those three appointments that are held by 
him he is a loser upon the whole of them r — Yes ; he is a loser upon them. 

336. Your previous answer had reference to the whole of the offices which he 

held, had it not?— Yes, it had. , 1 i r *1, 

337. In the answer you have now made has it reference to the whole ot the 

offices? — Yes. , 9 v 

338. Where you have spoken of the expenses f— >-x es. 

With reference to the question, « To what extent has the principal registrar 
been subiect to payments for which nothing adequate has come m ?" the Witness 
desires to add, That down to the end of the year 1831 the principal registtar has 
not been subject to any payments for which nothing adequate has come in ; but that 
in the year 1832 he had to provide for the following disbursements, for which no 
return has been receivable ; 



Rental, , " 

Allowances to Witness as Deputy Registrar - 
Amount of deficiency on the periodical accounts ofj 
Emoluments arising from the principal’s proportion I 
thereof being debited with the general expenses! 
of the Establishment - - - ■ J 

f. 



£. s. d. 
600 - - 
400 - - 



118 17 5 



1,118 17 5 



In the year 1833 the Principal Registrar has had to provide^for as in the 
previous years, — 



Less 325/. 25. Ad. bemgtbe Emolument arising to himl 
roDortion has been debited with the general ? 



after his proportion has been ( 
expenses of the Establishment 



£. 



600 - - 
400 - - 



1,000 - - 

325 2 4 



674 17 8 



In answer to the question respecting the yearly expenses of the 
the Witness desires to add that such expenses, including the rental, amounted 



In the year 1831 to 
In the year 1832 to 
In the year 1833 to 



£. s. d. 
1,969 9 8 

■ 1,873 6 11 
• 1,873 19 3 



SUPPLEMENTARY 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT, No. 1. 



High Coujits of AdmiralT'v, Appeai.s for Prizes and Deieqates. 
OFFICE OF REGISTRAR. 



Emoluments from 9th August 1790 to 6tb January 1834. 



YEAR. 


PRINCIPAL. 


DEPUTIES. 


OBSERVATIONS. 




£. 




1 

d. 


£. 


s. 


d. 




1790-1 


267 


19 


6 


133 


19 


6 


--From the Year 1790 to the year 1810 the 


. 1792 


133 




9 


55 


12 


5 


small amount of Rent and Taxes paid for the 


1793 


2,851 




5 


1.425 


12 


10 


Registry House and Offices was deducted in 


1794 


3.212 


18 


6 


2,394 


16 


11 


the accounts rendered to the Principal before 


1795 


6,276 


4 


6 


• 7.426 




8 


the Sums stated as the amount of emolu- 


1796 


8,084 


6 


3 


7,166 


14 


3 


ments were produced. Before x8io, therefore. 


1797 


1U374 


3 


3 


8,085 


1 


9 


these sums so stated as the amount of emolu- 


'799 


7,796 


16 


3 


4.547 


8 


4 


ments are " net emoluments" 


1799 


13.074 


8 


3 


7,978 


3 


7 




1800 


12,416 


3 


6 


7,157 


15 


2 




' j8oi 


12,390 


12 


9 


7,386 19 


7 


- - Previously to the year 1815, there is no per- 


1802 


10,409 


•16 


1 


6,286 


7 


- 


feet account of- the fees receivable by the 


'803 


9,515 


4 


5 


. 6.714 


12 


2 


Deputies, which are not divisible with the 


1804 


9,977 


8 


10 


6.975 


1 


- 


Principal, but a considerable part, and it is 


jSofi 


12,787 16 


1 


7,3S8 


4 


9 


presumed the greater part of such fees is in- 


1806 


14,105 


18 


— 


8,645 


5 


9 


eluded in this Statement. 


1807 


13,338 


14 


4 ■ 


7,670 


6 


11 




1808 


10,639 


1 


10 


5,9=8 


4 


3 




1809 


13.713 


4 


8 


7.296 


11 


10 




1810 


18,471 


8 


7 


9.653 


14 


3 




i8ii 


17.273 


17 


7 


1 0,056 


9 


6 


— From the year x8xx to the year 1827 inclu- 


1812 


13.413 


13 


11 


8,449 


8 


11 


sively. £. 6ooper annum must be considered as 


J813 


12,474 


17 


4 


6,542 


12 


10 


payable by the Principal as the amount of 


18x4 


6,449 


12 


1 X 


4,877 


2 


XX 


rental of tne Registry House and Offices ; and 


1815 


11.323 


9 


9 


7.376 


7 


1 


from Ihe commencement of the year 1828, the 


-1816 


9.801 


10 


6 


5.905 


IX 


4 


further sum of£. 400 per annum, the amount of 


1817 


6.890 16 


3 


4,083 


9 


2 1 


the allowance to the Witness, must be considered 


i8i8 


5.026 


17 


3 


1 3.817 19 


X 


to be so payable in addition to the sum of £. 600 


1819 


2,822 


6 


6 


2,217 


16 


1 : 


on account of such rental. These two sums 


1820 


3,776 


12 


10 


=,634 


7 


2 ; 


being the only deductions which will justify the 
















use of the term gross profits” in any part of 


1821 


4,000 


2 


10 ■ 


2,800 


6 


1 


the Statement. 


3822 


369 


10 


11 


812 


9 


9 




1823 


3.714 


13 


2 


3,020 


3 






1824 


8 


11 


10 


926 


7 


- 


--During the years 1829, 1830 and 1831, the 


1825 


347 


18 


8 


1,114 




8 


only emolument derivable by the Principal 


1826 


.73 


19 


2 


884 14 


6 


arose from the investment of part of the ba- 


3827 


417 


10 


3 


1,2x6 


15 


9 


lances in his hand not ordered to be invested 


1828 


117 


5 


6 


1,243 


14 


6 


for the benefit of Suitors, more than the whole 


1829 


Nil. 




1 1,073 15 


X 


of his proportion of emolument derivable from 


>830 


Nil. 




! 1,140 


9 


1 


fees of office being applied in defraying the 
















1 expenses of office, rental, &c. 


1831 


1 Nil. 




981 


9 


8 




183a 


i Nil. 




802 


XX 


7 




'833 


* 325 


2 




f *679 


3 


7 


* Note - - £.325 2 4 










1 400 


- 




579 3 7 








£. 


979 


3 


- 


£.904 6 11 
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Suitors’ Balances remaining in the Registry from gth August 1790 to 5th January 1834. 



year. 








AMOUNT. 


YEAR. 






AMOUNT. 


Qtb Ausust 17QO 




. . 




£. 

49.903 


s. d, 
10 1 


5th January 1813 - 


. . 




£. 5. d. 


1st January 1793 




- - 




12,032 


1 7 


„ 1814 - 


- - 




97.126 14 5 


» 1793 








5.599 


2 8 


1S15 - 


- - 




101,879 II 6 


1794 




- - 




11,546 


4 10 


„ 1816 - 


- - 




67,304 6 10 


» 1795 


- 


- - 




179,614 


6 9 


„ 1.817 - 


• - 




60,621 18 ij 


.. >796 


- 


- - 




97,801 


X9 11 


„ i8i8 - 


- . 






« 1797 


- 


- - 




158,667 


- - 


„ '819 - 


- - 




83,831 19 7 


„ 179a 


- 


- - 




168,140 


2 4 


„ 1820 - 


- - 




47,989 10 i 


V 1799 


- 


- - 




229,403 


6 11 


„ 18=1 - 


- - 






„ 1800 


- 


- - 




247,650 


3 9 


„ 1822 - 


. - 






„ 1801 


- 


- - 




=96,435 


7 1 


„ 1823 - 


- - 






„ 1802 








375,012 


8 - 


„ 1824 - 








1803 


- 


- - 




170,680 


4 - 


„ 18=5 - 


- - 




18,986 11 5 


„ 1804 


- 


- - 




117,471 


1 1 


„ 1826 - 


. . 






„ >805 


- 


- - 




133,882 


13 9 


„ 1827 - 


- - 




26,458 10 10 


„ 1806 




- ■» 




135,255 


2 1 


„ 1828 - 


- - 




28,488 5 0 


„ 1807 


- 


- *• 




139,059 


- 1 


„ 1829 - 


- - 




26,664 10 - 


„ 1808 


- 


- - 




175,730 


5 8 


», 1830 - 


. . 






„ i8og 


- 


- - 




180,382 


16 3 


„ 1831 - 


. - 




23,127 12 10 


„ 1810 




- - 




146,264 


9 - 


» 1832 - 


. - 




26,138 16 7 


» 1811 


- 


* - 




139.355 


14 2 


„ 1833 - 


- - 




31,872 3 11 


1812 








84,150 


7 - 


„ 1834 - 


- ■ 




30,678 18 3 



> 7 ofe.— There is also at present invested in stock and Exchequer Bills for the benefit of suitors, the 
sum of 63,384/. X4«. 9fi. ; the Exchequer bills being deposited at the Bank. 



John Deacon, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

John Beacon, '339. WHAT is your name, ? — John Deacon. 

340. You hold the office of deputy marshal of the High Court of Admiralty, 
do you not ? — I do. 

341. Are you the sole deputy ?~Yes, the sole deputy. 

.342. The marshal is Captain Hugh Lindsay, is he not ? — Yes. 

343- I® office of marshal entirely discharged by you as deputy ? — Not 
entirely- ; the marshal, when I require his assistance does attend, and with regard 
to official business that requires an answer, I generally advise with him upon the 
subject; at the present time the business is limited, but during the war it was at 
certain periods very extensive, and at that time both the marshal and the deputy 
marshal’s services' and attention were required. 

344* Of late years there has been no occasion for the marshal to attend except 
very rarely, has there '? During the Dutch embargo, which occasioned more 
business than previously, he was at the office sometimes twice and sometimes 
three times a week, and I was in the habit of writing to him frequently on matters 
which occurred, such as to the expediency of removing of vessels and circum- 
stances of that kind, in which his advice was very material. 

345. What are the particular functions of marshal of the Admiralty and 
Serjeant- at-mace ?“*It is the duty of the marshal of the Admiralty or his deputy to 
precede the Judge of the Court with the silver oar to and from the Court, and 
also to attend the Court during its sittings. 

34^' is to attend in Court during the sittings of the Court of 

Admiralty? — lies. ® 

347* When the Judge of the Court of Admiralty goes into Court he is attended 
by the marshal of the Court with the silver oar, is he ? — Yes, he is. 

348. Is he also attended by the deputy marshal ?— Yes, if the marshal does 
not attend. ’ 

_ 349* Does the marshal remain in Court during the whole time that the' Judge 
IS sitting there f— It is his duty to do so, but he does occasionally quit for a short 
time, takmg care to be ready to attend the Judge out of Court. 

350. Then, in point of fact, it is your practice to stay in Court during the 
great^^art time that the Judge of the Court of Admiralty is sitting there, 

351; What 
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What busiaess is transacted by the marshal at his office?— The ^arshal John Deacon, 
i« the marine sheriff, he has to execute all decrees and orders of the Court of — 

Admiralty. , j 

352. Whenever the Court of Admiralty makes an order, that order is executed 
either by the marshal or by his deputy, is it? — Yes, it is. 

353. How many clerks are kept in the marshal’s office ? — At present only one. 

3<)4. One clerk is found enough to transact all the business that is required to 

bedoriein that office, is it? — Yes, with the assistance of the marshal and the 
deputy marshal. 

355. How is it with regard to cases of bail? — It is the duty of the marshal 
when a ship or person has been arrested and bail is tendered to inquire as to the 
sufficiency of the persons proposed as bail, and to report to the Court thereon, 
which of course requires a great deal of care and anxiety, and an extensive 
knowledge of the merchants, shipowners and traders of London, so as to be able 
to obtain correct information, as also much delicacy. 

• 356. Does the marshal incur any responsibility with respect to the persons 
proposed as bail ? — Yes, he does ; the marshal was obliged some few years agn to 
pay a sum of about 600 L or 700 1. in consequence of having made a mistake with 
respect to a person who became bail. 

357. What was the nature of that mistake ?— There were two persons ot the 
name of Fletcher trading on the Coal Exchange ; one was, I believe, named 
John Fletcher, and the other Thomas Fletcher ; the latter was a respectable man, 
and the other, it appeared afterwards, was not in good circumetances, and the 
marshal having inquired generally as to the responsibility of Mr. Fletcher, . 
reported the insolvent, in consequence of which an action was brought agamst the 
then marshal, and damages were recovered, I think, to the amount of 000/. 

IS mean to say that there was a person of the name of Fletcher pro- 
posed to the marshal as bail, and the marshal, after having inquired, supposed 
himself to have ascertained that the man proposed as bail was a respectable man r 
Yes, that was the case, 1 5 v 

3f;q. Whereas in the result it turned out to the contrary ?— Yes. 

•^eo. Do you mean to state that the marshal, after having inquired, is supposed 
to guarantee the respectability of the persons tendered to him as bail ?— I believe 
he is responsible, unless he has used due diligence. , , . 1 ^ j * u 

361. Wdo not mean to state, do yon, that the marshd ns understood to be 
the guarantee for the solvency of those persons who are tendered to him as bail . 

—Certainly not, because due diligence having been shown to have been used 
would exonerate him from the responsibility. 

v 62. Therefore you mean to say that before the marshal could be called upon 
to pay any money on that account, it must be shown that he has not used due 
diligence?— What I mean to say is, he would be liable to an action, and he must 
show that he has used due diligence, or that the plaintiff has acquiesced m the 
bail being taken, in order to exonerate himself from the consequences ^ 

363. Now in point of fact, how many times has the mMshal “““S 

in person during the last year ?-He has not attended the Court at all, but he has 
attended at his office within the last year perhaps twenty bmes, and al^ys ex 
presses his readiness to attend where there is anything occurs that requires his 

period of the Dutch embargo he superintended the business, 

"teV bfness of the 

office himself, ®did you not?-He called “P™. ™ 

the course of the week, and then I acquainted him with the nature of the business, 
aad what was goinw forward, and took his directions as to any particular pmnts 
which mlgM o?eur,“ and as to the state of the yesse s which might require to be 
removed, particularly as to the vessel called the Atalanta. ,u.,odv of 

366. All vessels Stained under an embargo are placed under the custody of 
the marshal, are they not?- It has been usual for it to be so. reouired 

267 And he is responsible for their safe custody, is he not .—He is reqmrea 
to nSalfdue diligence to protect the ships and “rgoes fiom damage and em^ 
bezzlement, and to apply to the Admiralty if any 1 cu y . . . . 

368. Now supppsrthat a vessel were leaky, anij'er “'f? ” " 



his duty to apply 
0.22. 



to the Admiralty under those circumstances ?-Y es, it is. 



E .3 



369, If 
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369. If a vessel were destroyed by fire, would it be held that the marshal was 
responsible at all for it? — I conceive he would not be responsible ; I advised the 
marshal to suggest to the Privy Council the necessity of having the property 
insured, and he was directed in consequence to make a valuation of the vessels 
and cargoes ; that valuation was made and transmitted to the Admiralty and to 
the Privy Council, and I believe insurances were made. 

370. But it is not understood that the marshal would incur the risk of their beia? 
so destroyed by fire? — I conceive he would not. 

371. But is that a point which is at all in question? — It is a point which has 
not been determined, and I should humbly submit that the marshal could not be 
held answerable for any accident of that kind. 

372. Do you conceive that he would be responsible for any accident that might 
happen from leakage? — I should think he would not be liable for any damage 
which might happen from leakage, having acquainted the different authorities of 
the state in which the property was. 

373. Then in point of fact the marshal acts as the agent of Government to 

give the necessary information to prevent the vessels from any loss or damage? 

It has always been considered so. 

374. And having given that information, and used due diligence in getting it, 
you conceive he is not under any responsibility at all ? — I do. 

375. When a vessel is detained on account of the non-payment of wages by 
order of the Court of Admiralty, who executes the process in that case? — Either 
the marshal, his deputy or assistants. 

376. And during such detainer he is responsible, as in the former case, for the 
safe custody of the vessel under detainer, is he?— Certainly he is. 

377. Can you state what have been the emoluments derived from the office of 
marshal during the last three years? — I think about 800/. a year upon the 
average. 

378. Have they varied much from year to year? — Yes, they have varied con- 
siderably. 

379. From what sources are the emoluments of the marshal immediately de- 
rived? — From the fees arising from the arresting of vessels and persons reporting bail, 
poundage, and fees arising from the sales of vessels and cargoes, and from serving 
the different instruments issued from the Court of Admiralty. 

380. Each separate fee on all those occasions is fixed by law, is it ? — By a Table 
of Fees ; but it is of very ancient date, and has not been for many years in all 
respects adhered to. 

381. By whom is that Table of Fees regulated?— I am of opinion that the Judge 
has authority in cases where no fee is allotted by the table, or where the fee is an 
inadequate remuneration for the service performed, to allow such fees to be taken 
as are. just and reasonable. 

382. When was it last revised? — The Commissioners for investigating the fees 
and emoluments of the several courts of justice in England revised the fees then 
taken by the marshal in the year 1 824. 

383. They passed under their revision, the fees of the marshal, did they ?— 
Yes, they did. 

384. t)id they recommend any alteration to be made in that Table of Fees ? — 
Yes, they did, in the fees then' taken. 

385. Was that recommendation adopted by the marshal ? — It has not been 
adopted. 

386. Then the recommendation of the Commissioners in the year 1824 was 
a reduction in many cases, was it? — It was. 

387. And those reductions have not been made? — They have not been made. 

388. The Dutch embargo raised the average amount considerably, did it not, 
in the proceeds of the office? — It did. 

389. In the case of a detainer for the non-payment of wages, or under a 
process from the High Court of Admiralty, with respect to the fees demanded and 
occasioned thereby, by whom are they borne? — In some cases they are borne by 
the person who occasions the arrest of the vessel, and part by the persons who 
give the bail, but ultimately I should say the fees are borne by the person whom 
the sentence is against; they are borne by the owner if he does not succeed in 
his resistance. 

390. In the case of a dispute for wages between the crew and the owner, if the 

crew 
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crew succeed and the owner be cast, does the owner bear the amount of the John Deacon, Esq. 
fee to the marshal for the detainer? — Yes, he does. 

301. And if the crew fail in their cause, then the expense of the fees is borne March, 1834. 
by them, is it? — Yes, if they are able to pay them. 

392. Then in point of fact the fees are borne by the unsuccessful party, are they 

j^ot? They are borne by the unsuccessful party. 

393. The Committee understand you to say that during the period of the 
Dutch embargo the fees of the marshal amounted to a considerably greater sum 
in the aggregate than they did in the preceding years? — Yes, they certainly did ; 
the Dutch embargo occasioned a considerable augmentation in the fees of the 
marshal. 

394. Will you furnish the Committee, when you correct your evidence, with 
a statement of the gross and net emoluments from the year 1792 downwards? — 

I am afraid I cannot from the year 1792, as the office was then held by 
Mr. Crickitt, who was then marshal, and his books and accounts have not come 
under my custody ; they were considered as private property, and therefore I can 
only make an average of what they are from the documents which I have. 

395. When was Mr. Lindsay appointed ? — He was appointed in the year 1815. 

396. Then you cannot go back further than the year 1815, can you.? — 

I was deputy to Mr. Thornton, who was the marshal from the year 1812 
to the year 1815, and therefore I can furnish the information required for that 
period, and having been in the marshal’s office since the year 1801, I can give a 
general statement, if the Committee wish it, of what I believe the net receipts 
have amounted to from the year 1792 to 1812. 

397. The Committee will trouble you to go from the year 1812, and to give 
them a statement of the gross and net emoluments in each year of the marshal’s 
office, and from the other period let them have as good an estimate as you can 

give? 1 can give the net emoluments for the whole period, hut the payments 

for .ship-keepers, and expenses of that description, are so very uncertain that 
I think such a statement would not give the Committee any information. 

398. The Committee consider it essential to have the gross emoluments 
wherever they can be obtained, because the disbursements of the office are also 

• matters which they wish to have under their eye ?— I will endeavour to comply 
with the directions of the Committee. 

399. As deputy marshal, what do you yourself receive from the marshal ? 

^I'he arrangement which Mr. Lindsay made with me was, that as far as 

the emoluments amounted to i,20o/. a year, I should receive one half, that is, 

600/. a year, but I was not to receive a larger sura, unless from circumstances the 
emoluments of the office were much increased, in which case my services were to 
be considered. 

400. The Committee understand you to say that if the net emoluments amount 
on the whole to any thing less than 1,200/. a year, then you receive one half of 
whatever they amount to ? — Yes. 

401. But if in the course of the year they amount to any thing above the sum 
of ij20o/. that then you are never to receive more than 600/..? That is the 

arrangement, subject to the consideration before mentioned. 

402. Does the marshal receive any salary of any kind, or do his emoluments 
arise altogether from these fees? — Entirely from the fees. ^ 

403. Has he any other assistant to whom he pays a salary Not any. 

404. You are the sole person to assist him, are you ? Yes, except the clerk. 

405. Who -pays the clerk ?— He pays the clerk, but it goes out of the prohts ot 

406. Is the clerk included in this sum mentioned in the return ; the marshal 

here says “ the gross emoluments of my office are 1,154/., afterpayment 

of the clerk’s salary ? — \ es, after payment of the clerk s salary. „ v j 

407. You stated that the recommendation of the Commissioners for the reduc- 
tion of the fees was not adopted by the marshal ?— It has not been adopted ; the 
fact is, that for some years the emoluments arising from the office were low, not 
exceeding perhaps altogether 300/., 400/. or 500/. in the course of the year. 

408. Do you mean the whole amount?- -Yes, the whole amount; and as the 

emoluments were considered not sufficient to compensate for the attention and 
responsibility which was attached to the office, the court declined entorcing the 
recommendation of the Commissioners until circumstances occurred to augmen 
the profits of the office. . , 

o 22, * 4 409. And 
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409. And for those reasons, though the Commissioners did recommend that the 
reduction should take place, you did not adopt the recommendation ? — Wedidnot. 

410. Your office is not regulated in the event of a vacancy taking place, is it?— 
No, it is not. 

411. Now, supposing it were to be vacant to-morrow, another party might be 
appointed under the same tenure as Captain Lindsay, might he not? — I conceive 
so; the first Lord of the Admiralty would make the appointment under the greai 
seal of the court. 

412. The appointment is during pleasure, is it not? — Yes, it is. 

41 3. Has he any patronage ? — Not any, except as hereinafter stated. 

414. Does he not appoint any body to offices ? — When an embargo takes place 
and it is requisite to have agents at the several ports where the ships are sent in, 
he has the appointment of those persons. 

415. How many persons did he appoint in the late embargo — There were 
about twenty-five ports, where there were vessels. 

41 6. And he appointed at each of those 25 ports a person to execute what was 
intended to be done? — Yes, a person to take charge of the property. 

417. How were those persons paid? — By a participation in the fees which he 
was entitled to. 

418. Then his fees were diminished by so much as they received?— Yes, certainly. 

41 9. That is not considered in that sum which is returned ; that is deducted 
from the 1 ,i 20 1 . gross ? — No, it is deducted before that sum is returned. 

420. What might be the value of the situation ? — Since Captain Lindsay has 
had the appointment, which is since the year 1815, on an average about 526/. a 
year, and out of that he must remunerate his deputy. 

421. Have you any idea of the value of the appointment of the out-ports? — 

I should think it is of very little value; in fact, several of the agents complain 
that the remuneration is not equal to the trouble, and it is only during the time of 
an embargo that we have occasion for agents at the out-ports. 

422. During the time of the Dutch embargo how were they paid? — By parti- 
cipating with the marshal in the fees which he charges to Government. 

423. Does the fee charged bear any reference to the value of the ship and 
cargo ? — No, the regular fees do not. 

424. Then a small ship, with a cargo of small value, pays as high a fee as a 
large ship with a valuable cargo ? — It is so ; and in the Dutch embargo, where 
there was property to a very large amount, which occasioned the necessity of 
having ship-keepers on board, there w’as scarcely any profit arising to the marshal 
or his substitute, for the profit is derived chiefly from any saving that can be got 
in the three shillings a day which is allowed for keeping possession of the ship 
under his superintendence. 

425. You state that an allowance of three shillings a day is awarded to the 
marshal to keep the ship? — Yes; as his fee for possession of the ship. 

426. And then if he can get a man to do it for less he pockets the re-, 
mainder? — Yes; but it is only in cases of small value, and where the vessels 
are in secure situations that it is not necessary to have a ship-keeper, and where 
there is a cargo of coffee, sugar or any commodity of that nature, it was 
necessary to have a ship-keeper on board each ship, in which case the profit to 
the marshal and his substitute, who was to be paid in a great mea,sure from the 
fee for possession, was small, in consequence of which the Treasury gave him 200/. 
as a compensation for the attention and care which was requisite, and the small 
profit that was derived from the fee before specified. 

427. The Treasury allowed who 200/.? — The marshal, for himself and his 
agents. 

428. That was during the last year? — It was. 

429. Did the agents make a demand for any further compensation than for the 
fees which they received ? — They were very discontented, although the marshal 
divided among them a moiety of the remuneration which the Treasury allowed him, 

430. What is the amount in each or any ship in the out-ports ? — They ^ere 
under detention for about six months, and the average, I think, was about 40. 

431. Do you know how many there were? — Forty-one, I think, were released 
under the general order for release. 

432. Was there a ship-keeper on board most of the ships ? — Yes, there was. 

433 - Not on all of them ? — No. 

434. Then the profit upon those which had not a ship-keeper was greater? — Yes. 

. 435 - So 
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435* So profit on the small vessel was greater than the profit on the John Deacon, Esq. 

large vessel? — Yes. 

436. The Commissioners in the year 1824 appear to have recommended that ai March, 1834. 
the fees should be diminished in amount? — I do not think that that had reference 

to the fees on the embargo. 

437. They recommend it generally ? — Yes, they recommended some alteration. 

438. And^ yet, notwithstanding that recommendation of the Commissioners 
that the fees should be less, this compensation was awarded in addition to the 
recrular fees, on an assumption that the fees were not sufficient in amount! — 

Certainly, with reference to the valuable property which the marshal and his 
agents had to take care of. 

439* W’hat fee does aship pay on being placed under embargo? — Two guineas 
is the fee for making the embargo, and a guinea for taking the inventory of the 
stores, which is taken as a measujg of security, and that amount is generally paid 
to the person who takes it. r. ' , ‘ 

439*. Are there any other fees ? — Thirteen shillings and four-pence for the release 
of a ship detained under embargo; and where such vessels have been liberated 
under special circumstances, a fee of from three to five guineas is usually charged 
for the extra trouble of the marshal and his agents, and in some cases, as at 
Plymouth, a small sum has been allowed for waterage. 

440. Is there any gratuity given? — Not any, except in the case where it was 
taken into consideration. 

441. Is there any gratuity given by the ship ?— Not any. 

442. Is the marshal entitled to charge the fee of 3 s. per diem fora ship-keeper, 
although he should not have any ship-keeper on board ? — He is considered 
responsible for the safety of the vessel, and he has that fee in consequence. 

443 Suppose the marshal were not to put any ship-keeper on board and any 
accent happened to the vessel, it would be held then that the marshal was liable 
for the damage? — Certainly. ., , , . -i o 

444. Therefore, if he chooses to take the risk, he does it at bis own peril? — 

Certainly ; we a few days ago arrested a vessel for 5,000/. and if that vessel had 
escaped the marshal would have been liable to an action for the amount of the 
loss the suitor sustained. -it - •* 

445. For what risk is it the marshal is understood to be responsible, is it 
simply for the ship not escaping? — Yes; and also not taking due care of her. 

446. Does not the marshal stand in respect to a ship in the relation or a 
constable to a prisoner ? — Exactly so. 

447. But there is a charge for the performance of the duty by a sbip-keeper, 
even if no such person exists ?— Not for the ship-keeper— for the possession. 

448. Is there any charge made at the rate of 3s per day, or any charge for a 
ship-keeper in instances where there is no man employed . There is um orm y a 
charge of 3 s. a day ; but that is not for the ship-keeper but for possession. 

44Q, The ship-keeper is put there for the protection of the vessel by the marshd, 

tvlTis responsible for its sfety, and if the marshal chooses to inonr the risk, he 
may pocket the 3s. a day, may he not? It is so. , , ■ 

450. Your attendance at *e office, as deputy marshal, is qmte co^taut 
is it?— Quite constant; I seldom leave it for two days; it would not be 
safe, because we are liable to have, this afternoon for examp e, a warr^ 

a ship, at the suit of the holder of a bottomry bond, she may e jus r 
of sailing, which is frequently the case, and if the marshal, or some one for him, 
were not ready to put that warrant into execution, he might, as I conceive, be held 
liable for the loss which was sustained in consequence oi that “sence. 

451. You, as deputy, are competent to issue any instrument from the marshals 

office just the same as the marshal would be himself . Certain y. nower 

45I Is there any other person besides yoursey who is mvested ^ 
of issuing instmmeL in the event of you and *11 ™hal s being absent, 
you ? -During my absence from the office I confide 
L, who, if he%oLiders it requisite, refers to the marshal 1 

to a proctor, years of age, and from his acquaintance with the ™ 

Court of AdmirSty, and occasional attendance m the ^ 

competent to superintend the duties during a limited period, previous anange 

"T3.'cS\Tp“?ot any official duty ; could he sign a warrant, for example ? 

1 — It is not necessary to do SO. Could 

0.22. 
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454. Could he do it ? — It is not the business of the marshal or his deputy to 
sign the warrants, the registrar signs the warrants, he can only see that it is 
executed. The registrar signs the warrants, and it is the duty of the marshal or 
his assistant to put it in execution, and my son can do so. 

455. In point of fact if any person came to the office at the time when the 
marshal and yourself were both absent and your son was there, if he came for the 
purpose of executing a warrant when a ship was sailing, he could execute it in 
the same manner as if you yourself were there ?— Yes, he could cause it to be 
executed. 

456. Could any other person do it? — Yes, any of the marshal’s assistants, but 
it is necessary to have some person more accurately acquainted with the duties of 
the office. 

457. On those occasions on which you are absent does the maivshal himself ever 
come and act in the office in person ?— I do npt know that he has ever done so ; 
but I am seldom in the habit of leaving the office for more than a day, and then 
I arrange matters as before stated. 

458. The duties of the office would be just as efficiently executed if the marshal 
of the Admiralty Court never attended at all himself, would they not?— I cannot 
say that; during war the attendance of the marshal, deputy marshal and several 
clerks were requisite. 

459. Your authority is competent to discharge all the duties that the marshal 
has intrusted to him, is it not? — I am intrusted by the marshal. 

460. But you are competent to discharge all the duties intrusted to him, are 
you not ? — I should do so to the best of my ability. 

461. Do you feel yourself authorized by law to do it? — Yes. 

462. In ordinary cases you do the duty, but referring to the case of the Dutch 
embargo, if any case of nicety or difficulty arose did you take the responsibility 
upon yourself, or go to your principal ? — I consulted him. 

463. In those cases that involved any principle of importance you acted only 
after consulting the marshal himself? — Certainly. 

464. How many cases of that nice and difficult nature may have arisen during 
the course of the Dutch embargo, do you recollect? — The agents at the out-ports 
transmitted a variety of surveys and reports as to the leaky condition of ships and 
perishable state of the cargoes, and I deemed it proper to obtain his opinion as to 
whether the same should be communicated to the Treasury, Privy Council and to 
the Admiralty. 

465. Did not the marshal himself communicate constantly throughout that period 
with the privy Council, the Treasury and the Admiralty ? — Constantly. 

466. Was there not some remission in the extreme rigour of the embargo with 
regard to the perishing nature of some of the goods r — There was. 

467. Were there not very nice questions as to whether the cargoes came under 
the description of perishable or otherwise ? — There were, 

468. And all those vessels came under the review of the marshal, and he 
communicated upon them with the constituted authorities? — He in most cases 
communicated with them. 

469. Mr. Robert Thornton was the predecessor of Captain Lindsay, was he 
not? — He was. 

470. \ Were you the deputy to Mr. Robert Thornton? — I was. 

471. Were you his deputy for the whole time ? — I was in his office during the 
whole time, but Mr. Fenton was his deputy for about twelve months. 

472. The Table of Fees is understood to be under the authority of the Court, 
have they power to revise it when they please, the Court of Admiralty ? — I doubt 
whether the. Court of Admiralty have the power. 

473. It could only be revised under an Act of Parliament, you conceive? — My 
impression is that Lord Stowell was of opinion that the Table of Fees could only 
be revised by the. King in Council. 

474. Do you consider that there is any appeal against the charges that may be 
made? — It is competent, I believe, for any party being dissatisfied with the 
marshal’s charges to refer those charges to the registrar, and unless they are 
conformable to the Table of Fees he would consider it his duty to reduce them to 
the table, or to those allowed by the Court. 

475. The question referred to the table itself; what authority would have the 
competence to revise that table, if it were deemed expedient to revise It? — The 
King in Council, as I understand. 

476. Had 
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/1 76. Had this table any reference to the deductions which were recommended by Deacon, Esq. 

the Commissioners, and which were not carried into effect ? — In the Report made ^ jg . 

by the Commissioners it was recommended that several of the fees which were ‘ 
then taken should be reduced to those contained in the old table of fees ; but no 
authority has directed such recommendation to be enforced. 

477. Has this table reference to those deductions! — Yes. 

478. Do you or your principal give any security, or enter into any bond upon 
entering into your- office? — I give security to the marshal. 

479. To what amount? — To the amount of 5,000 1 . 

480. To what amount does the marshal give security r — He does not give any. 

481. You, his deputy, give security to the amount of 5,000/.? — Yes, I give 

it to him. . , j . . 1 . . 

482. Do you give it alone, or does any person enter mto a bond jointly with 

yQU? He was satisfied with my own .security ; he made inquiry, and was satisfied. 

483. You spoke of assistants ; have they any salary for the execution of the 
warrants ? — They have. 

484. What salary have they ?-~At present they have a guinea a week. 

485. The whole of the persons employed as such ? — Yes, all of them. 

486. How many are there ? — Only one regular man, and three extra ones. 

487. Are the extra ones paid the same? — Yes. 

488. How are they appointed? — By a deputation from the marshal. 

489. Has your son a deputation as one of those four? — No, he has not. 

400. Where is the business of the marshal’s office transacted ; is it in a house 
belonging to the marshal himself, or any official house ? — It is an office which he 
rents adjoining the registrar’s in Doctors’ Commons. 

401. Does he pay the rent of that office himself? — Yes, he does. 

492. And it forms a deduction of the fees received by him?— Yes, it does. 

493. What is the rent that he pays?— Forty pounds a year. 

404. And taxes besides? — No. . ^ rm, , , -j 

495. The 1,120/. is not subject to that deduction, is it? — That has been paid 

prior to the 1,120/. being formed. ai u a a 

496. Does he find stationery and every other requisite for the office ?— He tinds 

the whole. , . 1, c * 

407. Is there no allowance for it?— There is no allowance ot any sort. 

498. Are there any other persons authorized to^ execute warrants except those 
appointed as assistants and deputies at your officer— No, non®* 

400. Has your son any official authority in the office.— He has not any. 

50b. In this Return it is stated thus: “ The gross emoluments of my office for 
the year 1833 are 1,120/., subject to the remuneration to be pven to my deputy. 

Now it would appear, from your evidence, that the word should have been the 
net return of my office, subject to the remuneration to be given to my deputy ? 

He has out of that 1,120 /. to pay me. . 

‘501. That is expressed ? — It is the net emoluments. » • 

602. The word “ net” should be substituted for the word gross m the 

Return? — Yes, itshould. . . u„ 

503. In point of fact, what was the net amount received last year by Captain 
Lindsay ?-For the last year, which includes the emoluments 

Dutch embargo, Mr. Lindsay will receive, when the whole accounts are wound 

up, after remunerating his deputy, about 550 /. .1,^ 

504. Have there bten any complaints from the shipping or the <>w^rs 
of the magnitude of the fees of the marshal, as fat as you axe aware of?-I am 

"UTN^onh: the business is transacted ?-Certainly not. 

I could get the whole of the ship-owners of the City of London almost to cer i y 
to the accuracy with which the business has been one. t Vove no 

506. You have no doubt thlt it has given general 
doubt of it at all. I flatter myself that not only the vanons snrtoxs 
sional men cmnloved by them will bear testimony to the accuracy with which the 
SLTonhemTmhaFs office has been conducted, and the accommodat.on and 

expedition which has been afforded ^ ^ ^ remuneration of 250 /. 

du?“^h\“D!:tXer;"fwrdiJL“marshd ^ 

-I stuia perhaps state that in consequence of the ™ 

on board the ships detained at Portsmouth, Plymoutl and Rochester, ^andjhe 

0.22. ' ^ 
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necessity of placing a man on board each of them, the ordinary allowance of 3 s. per 
day for possession did not afford any adequate remuneration to the marshal and 
his substitutes for their attention during a period of six montlis, and therefore an 
additional charge of i,*} or 20 guineas was made in the accounts sent to the 
Treasury, and in lieu hereof their Lordships, after a full statement of the case 
and the difficulties which had been incurred during the period before mentioned* 
allowed 200 and 50 1. extra for the trouble in getting the valuation of the property! 

508. From what amount did they cut down the claim to 250/.? — I think they 

took off about 250 1 . • 

509. About one half of the amount? — Yes. 

510. There had been no previous case in which the marshal had found occa- 
sion to apply for compensation from the Treasury, had there ? — The only embargo 
which had taken place, and in which the Government had paid the expense, was 
that in the year 1801, with the Swedes and Danes; in that case the vessels were 
very- numerous, and the fees of 3^. a day, with the other fees, were considered 
adequate to repay the marshal and his agents, but there there was an extra allow- 
ance as respected some ships at Dublin, and I believe in some other cases. 

511. The extra allowance in that case, which the Treasury granted, was in 
cases where the expense had actually been incurred by the marshal? — In some 
of the cases it was. 

512. Are there many different items of fees from the table in which these fees 
are? — A good many. I should beg to submit that the report of the year 18^4 
would give the best account of it 

513. The footing upon which you stand with the marshal, with respect to your 
salary, has been the same ever since you have been deputy, has it? — Yes, it has. 



The Witness begs respectfully to state, that on a reference to the Report of 
the Commissioners for examining into the duties, salaries and emoluments of 
the officers, clerks and ministers of the several courts of justice, dated the 
7th February 1824, a full and accurate account of the various duties of the 
marshal and serjeant-at-mace of the High Court of Admiralty will be 
found. 



STATEMENT of the Net Receipts of the Marshai. and Serjeant-at-Mace 
of the High Court of Admiralty of England during the period herein specified, 
as far as the same can be ascertained by the present Deputy Marshal. 



Year. 

1 793. Amount returned by the Marshal to the House of Commons - 

1794. Ditto 

1795. Ditto 

1796. Ditto 

1797. Ditto 

1798. Ditto 

1799. Ditto 

1800. Ditto 

1801. Ditto 

1801. Ditto, arising from the Embargo on, Russian, Danish and 

Swedish Ships - 

1802. Ditto returned by the Marshal to the House of Commons - 

1803. Ditto - - - ditto 

1804. Ditto - - - ditto 

.. Ditto, arising from the Embargo on Dutch and Spanish Ships 

1805. Ditto, returned to the House of Commons - . _ . 

1806. Ditto - ditto - - 

„ Ditto, arising from the Embargo on Prussian Ships'* - 

1807. Ditto, returned to the House of Commons - - ■ - 

„ Ditto, arising from the Embargo on Danish Ships 

5808. Amount extracted from the Marshal’s Book _ 

1809. Ditto - - - , ditto - - - . . 

1810. Ditto - ditto - . . _ 

1811. Ditto - - - ditto 



- ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 

- ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 



£. s. d. 
1,137 12 8 
1,053 9 - 
2,015 9 10 
2,620 9 1 
4,210 - - 
861 4 6 
2,128 6 1 
6,442 4 4' 
3,433 3 3 

12,044 8 7 
2,212 16 4 

969 4 ‘ 

2,182 5 10 
6,498 7 6 
4,654 10 7 
4.385 4 6 
8,343 5 “ 
2,127 12 8 
8,716 11 11 
1,580 - - 

1,969 13 8 

1,039 10 6 
1,535 1 5 



£.82,160 11 4 



Deacon, 

Deputy Marshal of the Admiralty. 



STATEMENT 
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statement of the Gross Receipts, Expenditure, and Net Profits of the John Deacon, 
Marshal and Serjeant-at-Mace of the Hioi-i Court of Admiralty of 
England during the last Twenty-two years, subject to the Remuneration to his » 

Deputy. 



1812 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 
182a 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 



Amount of 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 



- 


Gross Receipts. 


Expenditure. | 


Net Profits. 








£. s . 


d . 


£. s . 


d . 


£. s . 


d . 


_ 


. 


- 


3.055 17 


- 


763 1 


6 


2,290 15 


6 


. 


. 


- 


5,772 17 


3 


3.375 6 


4 


3,397 10 




. 


. 


- 


1,902 2 


11 


89a t7 


2 


1,009 5 


9 


_ 


. 


- 


1,871 15 


- 


.^85 12 


4 


1,286 2 






_ 


_ 


1,600 10 


2 


«59 ' 


6 


941 2 




_ 




- 


878 3 


10 


26P 16 


8 


618 7 


2 


_ 


. 


. 


728 1 


10 


303 16 


10 


: 424 5 




_ 


_ 


_ 


863 1 


10 


338 19 


7 


i- 524 2 


3 


. 


_ • 


- 


744 9 


10 


368 10 


8 


375 J9 


2 


. 




- 


753 12 


8 


302 2 


2 


451 10 




_ 


_ 


. 


70a 16 


u 


366 16 


2 


337 ^ 


9 




_ 


- 


588 3 


■- 


252 - 


6 


336 2 






. 


_ 


313 17 


2 


221 19 


5 


91 t? 


9 


_ 


_ 


. 


6oq 4 


6 


385 15 


4 


223 9 


2 


_ 






896 17 


7 


338 17 


7 


658 - 


~ 


_ 






806 6 


9 


263 14 


6 


542 12 


3 




_ 


. 


686 6 


10 


267 - 


1 


419 6 


9 






. 




7 


284 1 


■2 


435 10 


5 




_ 


_ 


637 9 




s8g a 


9 


348 6 


3 


_ 




- 


743 16 


6 


329 13 


10 


414 2 




_ 


_ 


- 


i»i7i 19 


4 


257 5 


6 


914 13 




- 


- 


- 


2,397 ^3 


3 


1,264 3 


3 


1,133 1^0 








£. 


29,444 14 


9 


12,370 13 


10 


I i7>°73 14 


11 



Deacon, 

Deputy Marshal of the Admiralty. 



Mercurii, 26 " die Martii, 1834 . 
GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIE. 



Mr. Robert Leete, called in ; and Examined. 

5 , 4. YOU act as Deputy Inspector Generd of Coffee and Tea ?-I do. 

Ill: How long\!ve7o“ ddres of that office r-Since the year 

Montague Burgoyne and 

Mr. Newton Barton and the present 4o the principals ever 

att'eidto^rn^-KtgT^ entire duties, the principals never having 
attended since I have acted as employ the whole of your 

^ “p“y « of Ending .0 the taring 



Mr. Robert Leete, 



timei 



26 March, 1834. 



time : — uccasiouuuy *0 — j --- 1 

the teas in the Company’s warehouse. personally; a person in this 

de^pSto° t aSdfr^ari; X tppoiated tea registrar. It is not any part of 
“^ 4 "!"TL"“'acta under you?-He is in the department of the 

522. One particular o'®* “ f„"^pofdTpartmIS'altogeffi ?-They ate not 

523. How many clerks are there m J . j^veyors, warehouse-keepers and 

called clerks ; there are various office , y lockers, 

^ nr, F 3 
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Mr. Robert Leete. 



ii6 March, 1834. 



lockevs, wlio attend the Company’s warehouses ; I think there are upwards 
of 80. 

524. How is that large establishment defrayed ; who pays the salaries of the 
80 officers? — The Commissioners of Excise, by the Revenue duties. 

52.5. Have you the superintendence of all those clerks or officers ? —Not the im- 
mediate management and arrangement of them. There are three other officers who 
are also responsible persons; the surveyor general of the warehouses and two 
surveyors ; then come the warehouse-keepers ; after them the lockers, who attend 
to the locking up the warehouses on the part of the excise. A return is made to 
me every week, of the quantity of tea delivered for home consumption, and also 
for exportation, with an account of all the officers that are indisposed, and have 
not been able to attend their duty, and others that may have been appoiuted 
to do their duty. This is a weekly- diary, from which I collect and make, a report 
to the Commissioners of Excise once a fortnight, though once a week the diary is 
delivered in to, me, and laid before the Board. ^ 

526. W[]at emoluments do you derive from the office of deputy inspector 
Part of my emolument arises out of the salary of the inspector, and part from the 
Commissioners of Excise. 

527. How much do you derive from each of those two sources ?~Seventy 
pounds per annum from the inspector, and 130?. from the Excise. 

528. One return makes the gross emoluments for the year ending the 5th of 
January 1834, .'joo/., and in the other return, the gross emoluments for 1829, 
1830,1831 and 1832, are 362?. lo^.; has there been an increase? — No. There 
was a deduction of 1 s. 6 d. in the pound, and a land-tax of 45. in the pound; that 
reduced it to 362/. loj., so that the salary was only nominally 500/. 

529. There has been no difference between 1832 and 1834? — No not 

since then. ’ 

, 53 ^‘ Does the emolument of the principal arise from a fixed salary paid to 
him by tbe Excise ? — It is fixed now, and it was always a fixed salary, without 
any fees at all of any description. 

531. It has always been a fixed salary since you have known the office?— Yes. 

532. A fixed salary of 500/., subject to a deduction?— Yes. 

533 ’ Of 1 6cf. in the pound? — Yes, and a land-tax of 45. in the pound. 

534- lo the Return of 1 834 expenses of tbe office are made out at 
207/. 10^.; does that 207/. loj. include the deduction of i^. 6 d. in the pound? 
— Does that refer to the inspector ? 

535 - Yes? — I do not know how the sum of 207/. lo^. can arise. 

536. Where is the salary paid ? — At the Excise Office. 

537. Are there any fees paid there? — No. 

_ 538. Are the deductions you are acquainted with, from the gross salary of the 
inspector ; first, the 37/. 105,, and next the 70;.; that constitutes part of your 
salary'— Ihe is.&d. has been done away with since 1811, and it was then 
reduced to the net sum of 362/, lor. 



The gross salary of the inspector, previous to February 
1811, was . . . , . 

The deductions as under; — £, j 

Land-tax, 4^. in the pound - - 100 - - 

Duty - - 6 d. ditto - - 37 10 - 



£. s. d. 
500 - - 

137 10 - 



Net salary - - £. 



362 10 - 



Tim above net salary was directed to be paid by the Treasury Warrant, dated 
4 rebru^'y 1811, and has so continued to be paid to the present time. 

539 - How do you arrive, from the 500/. gross, to the sum of 362?. lo^.?— 
me 500/. gross 1 respectfully submit ought not to be staled; it has been reduced 
to tbe net sum of 362/.. 105. since February iSii. 

give any security to Mr. Finch Hatton for the due execution of 
Mr ~ fo flte Commissioners 500/., and I think 

ivir. Hatton gives a security of i,ooo/. 

for the entire sum he receives, -though he 
FsL It?— Yes, that is in the Commissioners of Excise Report of 

from hy themselves, and 70/. 

542. Mr. Hatton 
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542. Mr. Hatton receives nothing in the shape of fees of any kind? — None ^ir. tioheri Leete. 

whatever, that I am acquainted with. 

543. In what way is the additional disbursement of 137/. lO^. incurred; is it 26 Warch, 1834. 
for part payment of the clerks you alluded to just now? — No, I have nothing to 

do with them ; the amount I have specified merely refers to the salary of the 
inspector and the deputy ; the clerks have a fixed salary under the Commissioners ; 
there are no disbursements in any way from the receipt of money by Mr. Hatton, 

except the 70/. he pays me. 

544. Is there any house-rent ? —No, not that refers to the inspector. 

545. You are not aware of any disbursements that Mr. Hatton is necessitated 
to incur in the office, except the payment of 70 1 . to you ? — None whatever, for 
every other clerk has a fixed salary by the Board of Excise, and they are paid 
it without any fee or deduction. 

546. Who pays the salaries ? — The Receiver General at the Excise Office. 

When Mr. Burgoyne was inspector I made out a regular li^ of the deductions 
before I received the money for Mr. Burgoyne, and they reduced it then to 
362?. 10 s. 

547. Are you aware whether any regulations have been made prospectively 
with respect to this office of Inspector General of Coffee and Tea ; by prospectively 
the Committee mean after the death of the present holder of the office?— In 1817 
there was a recommendation from a Committee of the House of Commons that it 
should be abolished when the interest of the present holder ceased, and 1 have 
a letter in my pocket, signed by Mr. Arbuthnot, to say it was acceded to. 

[The Witness delivei'ed in the^follming Letter^ 

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 14 Aug. 1817. 

The Select Committee of the House of Commons on Finance (p. 25") having in their First 
Report recommended that the following Offices should not be filled up upon the expiration 
of the present existing interests therein, viz. 

Housekeeper in the Excise Office, * Inspector General of Accounts, Excise, 

Warehousekeeper, ditto. Register to Commissioners of Excise, 

Comptroller General of Accounts, ditto, Inspector General of Coffee and Tea;- 
I have it in command from the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint 
YOU that my Lords are pleased to concur with the Committee that the whole of these 
offices ought to be abolished, and that it is their I^ordships’ desire that they should be 
abolished upon the termination of the present existing interests therein acccordmgly. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

If our most obedient Servant, 

Commissioners of Excise. (signed) C. Arbuthnot. 



548. Are you aware what official situation Mr. Finch Hatton filled before he 

had this office ?— If my memory does not fail me, a report prevailed at the time 
that Mr. Hatton held another appointment, but I cannot speak to this of my own 
knowledge. , ,, it 1 • 

549. From report?— Yes, from report only; but whether Mr. Hatton derives 
any emolument from any other appointment I do not know. 



Mr. Richard Hawkins, again called in ; and Examined. 

550. THE Committee are aware, having seen you before, what your functions Mr. 

are as secretary to the Compensation Commissioners ; the Committee wish to ask R Uhard 
you for some further information as to some of the officers in the Courts of Coin- 

mon Law, as to the tenure upon which they have been accustomed to their 
offices ; and first the office of clerk of the Declarations, now held by Mr. Robert 
Robinson; are you aware whether it has been always customary to pertorni that 
office by deputy ?— Ever since 1 773. 1 believe, from the inquiries 1 have made. 

551. How many persons have held the office since that time, I believe two 

only. Mr. Foster held it till 1816, when Mr. Robinson succeeded him; 1 find 
further, by looking at a presentment of a jury in 1734, which jury was summoned 
under a commission appointed in 1729 to inquire into the fees of the 

law offices, that a Mr. Ventris, who was chief clerk, appointed Ralph Day clerk 
of the Declarations, and his tenure was, " to hold to him and his assigns during 
his life;” so that he had the power to assign the office over to any body else, 
which is carrying it rather further than allowing a person to do it by deputy , that 
was to Mr. Day, the predecessor of Mr. Foster; Mr. Foster held the office 40 

0.22. 4 
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Mr 

Richard tlawkina. 



26 March, 1834. 



years, I believe, of Master of the King’s Bench, and also this office ; Mr. Robinson 
has held the office of clerk of the Declarations ever since 1816, and has performed 
it in the same way, by going to the office once or twice a week in term time. 

,553. He has always, in point of fact, discharged the office as his predecessors 
did before him ? — Yes ; conceiving he had a right to do so from these words in his 
appointment, viz. “That he was to hold the office in as full and ample a manner 
as any of his predecessors.” 

553. Is this office of clerk of the Declarations alluded to in any Report of the 
Commissioners appointed by Parliament? — It is alluded to in the Report of the 
Commissioners in 1818, appointed in 1815, “For examining into the Duties 
Salaries and Emoluments of the Officers, Clerks and Ministers of the several 
Courts of Justice in England and Wales and Berwick upon Tweed.” 

554. In what manner do those Commissioners speak of the office of clerk of 
the Declarations ?— They do not allude to it as being executed by deputy at all ; 
they merely state t^e duties, without saying whether the principal performs them 
or not. I nave looked into the examination of Mr. Foster and Mr. Robinson, upon 
which this report was founded, and I find, in i8i6, Mr. Robinson stated, that he 
executed the duty in person ; and I have no doubt he conceived he was doing so 
by going down now and then to the office and having a sort of general superin- 
tendence over it. 

555. The appointment of clerk of the Declarations has always been in the 
chief clerk ? — Yes, always. 

556. The office of Charles T. Lewis, tipstaff of the Court of King’s Bench, that 
has always been performed by deputy ? — That I* cannot answer. He is one of 
the officers not entitled to claim cojnpensation under the Commission. I under- 
stand he is clerk in the Marshal’s Office at the King’s Bench Prison. 

557. The offices of the various filacers, John Mansfield, John Cox and William 

D. Best, are they mentioned in the Report? — I find by the Report of the same 
Commissioners whom I have just alluded to, made on the 3d of July 1819, that 
they* reported to the King, that “the dutiJS of the filacers are discharged by 
deputies. We conceive that the principals are by the nature of their own appoint- 
ments, in conjunction with the custom of the court, authorized to discharge their 
duties by deputies. The principal filacers are appointed by an instrument in 
writing, under the hand and seal of the Lord Chief Justice, feach filacer, by the 
tenor of his appointment, is to enjoy the office as his freehold, according to the 
custom of the said Court, time out of mind used and approved of. We conceive 
it to have been the custom of the Court for the filacers to appoint deputies, and 
we are not aware that there ever was a time when they did not appoint them if 
thev thought proper. These deputies frequently act for more than one filacer ; 
their appointments are verbally made.” Then they go on to say, “ the practice in 
the offices of the different deputies is very nearly but not altogether uniform in 
respect to the amount of fees.” I have also ascertained, by looking at the list of 
V ^ filacers on the 17th March 1730, to the House of Commons, 

that there was a column for the principals and a column for the deputies ; and at 
that time there were 16 principal filacers, and it appeared there were seven 
deputies acting for them, — that carries it back more than a century. 

558. In point of fact then does the same deputy now act for those three filacers 
whom I have mentioned ? — Yes ; the same gentleman, Mr. Rose. 

there not other filacers besides those mentioned, — Mr. Massey and 
Mr. Edgell . Ihe duties of Mr. Massey and Mr. Edgell are performed by two 
attornies of the names of Bolton and Jennings, in the same way as Mr. Rose 
performs them for the others. 

• There appear to have been some regulations contained in the 6th of Geo. 4, 
chapter^ 83, upon the expiration of the interest of the present filacers, for 
appointing one filacer for all England, are you aware of that? — Yes. 

501. It is provided in that Act, that the filacer shall be the person doing the 
ut^ himself ? Yes, he is to do it in person and not by deputy, except in cases 

562. You are aware that is one of the provisions ?— Yes. The Treasury have 
suggested to the^ Chief Justice, in consequence of a vacancy since 1 830, the expe- 
lency of carrying that provision into effect by appointing the same person to 
every vacancy. rr o r 

503. Has there been any filacer appointed since 1830? — Yes, Mr. Porter. 

504. He IS doing his duty as one of the filacers? —Yes, for several counties ; 

and 
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and as vacancies arise in other offices he is to be appointed, so that if he outlives 
all the others he will be the only filacer. 

565. The clerk of the King’s Silver, — are you aware whether that office has 
been discharged by deputy ? — It has been discharged by deputy for 50,years. 

566. By how many successive clerks in the Silver Office’— I cannot with cer- 
tainty answer that. I find that Mr. Archer, who died in 1830, had been deputy 
to all the principals in that office for 47 years ; and I know since that time it has 
been discharged by deputy, and it is so stated by the Commissioners in i 81 g. 

567. The officers in the Alienation Office, Mr. Flood and Mr. Dean? I find 

for nearly 50 years the same mode of transacting the duty has existed that does 
now exist, that is, by deputy. 

568. During the time of the predecessors of the present holders? — Yes, 
Mr. Dean was appointed in 1 796 or 1 797, and before the office was conducted in 
the same way. 

569. The clerk of Nisi Prius for the Oxford and Western Circuit? — That is 
Mr. Edward Kenyon. That is an appointment since May 1 830, and therefore 
I do not know whether he is executing it in person or not ; I believe he does not, 
but I am not certain. 

570. The appointment appears by this Return to have been made the 14th June 
i S32, by Lord Kenyon and Lord Ellenborough ? — I believe it was so ; it was upon 
the resignation of Mr. Job Walden Hantner. 

571. The predecessor of Mr. Kenyon did not perform the duties of the office 
in person? — Certainly not. 

572. Have you ascertained that as to more than one predecessor? — I have 
ascertained it dearly as topmost of the clerks of Nisi Prius, that they have always 
had deputies. There is nothing to do; it is almost a nominal office with fees. 
It was originally their duty to transcribe the whole of the record carried down to 
the assizes to be tried ; now the attorney does it himself, and takes it to the office, 
and the clerk looks over it to see that the jurata and two or three other things are 
correct, and seals it. 

573. The appointment of the clerks of Nisi Prius is with the custos brevium ? 
—Yes. 

574. And has always been so? — Yes; they are called his clerks in the old 
documents, and that will account for the custos brevium having nothing to do. 
He has two clerks of the Treasury and three clerks of Nisi Prius, who do all that 
is to be done in the office of custos brevium, and I have found that ever since 
1776 it has been the custom of those clerks to receive the custos brevium’s fees 
and account to him for them. 

57.5. Are the clerks of Nisi Prius alluded to in the Report you have quoted 
from ? — Yes. 

576. Are they mentioned there as offices habitually discharged by deputy ? — 
No, it is not stated how they perform their duties. 

577. The situation of a clerk of Nisi Prius for the circuit was saleable? — Yes, 
by the custos brevium. 

578. And continued to be sold up to a late time ? — Yes; the 6th Geo. 4. c. 82, 
has secured that to the office. 

579. The custos brevium would still have retained the right to sell this clerkship 
of Nisi Prius if he had pleased? — Yes, it is specially secured to him by that 
Act; at least it says that till the demise of the present interests the Chief Justice 
shall not make any appointment under that Act. 

580. It was part of the patronage of the Chief Justice ? — It was., 

581. The officeof custos brevium itself has always been discharged by deputy >' 
— Always by the Treasury clerks and the Nisi Prius clerks. 

582. The office of clerk of the Pleas in the Exchequer has been discharged by 
deputy? — The same Commissioners reported in 1822 that it had been discharged 
by deputy, and I find by looking at the list of fees presented to the House of 
Commons on the 19th March 1730, that Mr. Spicer presented that list as deputy 
to Edward Walpole, esq., and on the 20th November 1735 the jury who inves- 
tigated the office presented that the office was, and always, bad been, done by 
deputy. It is in the gift of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

583. Is the clerk of the Inner and Upper Treasury one of the clerks of Nisi 
Prius ; is that another.designation of the same office? — No ; they are two offices 
held by the same person ; Mr. William Hanmer is clerk of the Inner and Upper 
Treasury, and also one of the clerks of Nisi Prius. Mr. Edge was clerk of the 

0.22. G Outer 
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Outer Treasury and also one of the clerks of Nisi Prius. He died at Christmas 

last, and those offices became vacant. rr, v n/r 

584, Was any person appointed in the place of Mr. Edge Y es, Mr. Marryat, 

^ *58™ Appointed by Lord Kenyon and Lord Ellenborough?— Yes, by the 

custos brevium. , . r. *1. * • 

<)86 Has any prospective regulation been made that alter the termination of 
the interest of Lord Kenyon and Lord Ellenborough no future appointment 
of clerks of Nisi Prius shall take place, except the office is to be discharged 
in person ?--Yes, they are to be appointed by the Chief Justice of the Kings 
Bench, and to execute their duties in person. 

<187. By what Act?— The 6th of George 4. cap. 82. . 

’s88 There appears an office in the first return, the office of 1 reasury-keeper, 
Robert Watson?— I did not include him in my list; I conceived he vvas doing 

'’'sSo^^You are°aware he executes the duties in person?— Yes. There is a clerk, 
to whom he pays 20 i. a year; but that arises from the records having been 
removed from Westminster Hall to the King’s Mews, and as it is necessary he 
should be at Westminster Hall during the sitting of the Judges, and another person 
at the place where the records are kept, he is obliged to*have a clerk. 

590. He is an efficient officer ?— Yes, I thought so, and therefore did not include 



him in my list 
!l. Til 



591. T^iat* office will be regulated by the Treasury on the expiration of the 
existing interest ? — ^Yes, I think that is one of the offices. 

■102. And the fees of the office come under the control of the Ireasury ?— Yes, 
in communication with the Lord Chief Justice of each of the Courts ; they may 
determine what each newly appointed officer may retain out of the fees as his salary. 

503. Are you aware of any recommendations made by those Commissioners as 
to the fees of any of the officers?— I am aware there was an Act passed m 1822 
authorizing the Judges to carry into effect the recommendations, or otherwise, of 
those Commissioners, so as to establish legal tables of fees for every office m every 
court of law or equity, and those were, when established, to be the legal fees, and 
tables thereof were to be hung up in every office ; but it seems nothing effectual 
wus done* 

504. The Commissioners recommended that the Judges should do it, and the 
Judges were empowered by the Act to do it?— Yes; it ,w^ the object of the 
CoinmissioneTS that every publicity should be given to the fees, when lega ize , 
that every body might know what they had to pay. The Act was passed to 
authorize the Judges to carry it into execution, and I believe all that was done 
was for the junior Puisne Judge to send a circular to all the officers, drawing their 
attention to the several recommendations of the Commissioners, and suggesting the 
propriety of adopting the recommendations as much as they could ; but of course 
the Judges not having ordained the tables, they had no power to insist upon a 
compliance with the recommendations of the Commissioners. 

595. They did not make any new table of fees ? — No, certainly they did not. 

596. Has the present state of fees improved in the courts of justice in conse- 
quence of this new arrangement that gives the fees lo the public j has auy measure 
been introduced for a better arrangement of the fees? — No. 

597. Do you conceive that the existence of the Commissioners of Compensa- 
tion gives a facility for doing that that may hereafter not exist? — Certainly. 

598. Do ygu conceive that they have^the information before them to 
them to recommend to the Treasury and the Courts fS,bles of fees that would be 
an improvement upon the present system?— Yes, I think they are more competent 
than any other persons, because they have gone through all the necessary inquiries 
as to the fees and duties of all the officers. 

599. Do you think that such an arrangement, apportioning the fee to the 

would impose a considerable loss upon the revenue of the country ?— T think it 
would impose a loss. , 

600. Have you ever made any calculation of the amount? — I have made a 
rough estimate. I made out that the loss would be nearly half. 

601. What would be the loss?— Between 40,000?. and 50,000?. a year, I think; 

but I have no precise data to guide me. _ 

602. That would diminish of course as the lives dropped? — Certainly; 1 am 

speaking of the present moment. ■ ^ W'ould 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 43 

603. Would it be any relief to the public business, the taking off the fees r — 

Yes it would give facilities to business. The attornies would not have to attend 
at all these offices. ..... 

604. IIo you think it would quicken the course of justice m any way, putting an 
end to those fees ’—That would depend in some measure upon the attorney. He 
would have the means of hastening the proceedings if these offices were done 

^'^605. They occasion a great delay and expense? — Yes. The attorney makes a 
charge for attendances at all these offices. 

Robert Henry Jaihinsort, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

606. YOU hold the office of Receiver General oinStamps ?—Yes, I do. 

607. And also the office of registrar to the Excise Commissioners ?— Yes. 

608. How long have you held those offices? — I was appointed to the Stamps 

31st January 1818. , ..f., .0 

6oo. And registrar to the Excise?— On the gth of September 1822. 

610. Are those offices discharged by yourself in person, or by deputy ? By 
myself. 

611. Both of them?— Yes. , , , . 1. . 

612. Does the business of both of them occupy the whole of your time, or what 

portionofit?— No, notthewholeofit. , .r .. j • n * 

613. How often do you attend at the Stamp Office ?— =-1 attend occasionally at 
the Stamp Office ; the duties of the receiver are that of general superintendence 

614. ^Which is the most laborious of the two ? — The registrar of the Excise. 

615. Have you a particular office at the Stamp Office ? — Yes. 

6 1 6. And also a particular office at the Excise?— Yes. , i 

61 7. Are there a certain number of clerks in each of those offices who discharge 

duties which you have to superintend?— Yes. . j . .t. w o 

618. How many times in a week is it requisite for you to attend at the Excise . 
—I attend generally twice a week, or oftener when necessary. 

610. Constantly twice a week ? — Yes. 11 . 

620. At the Stamp Office how often? — Generally the .same; I generally go 

there once or twice or more as may be necessary. , . « v 

621. You receive a salary of Soo^. as receiver general ot Stamps.— I es, 

622. Subject to any deductions?— None. 

623. As registrar to the Excise you receive 400 — Yes. 

624. Quite clear of all deductions?— Yds. , 

62«^. The clerks in your office are.paid separately by the Excise ?— 1 es. 

62ffi Have you in either of the offices a head clerk who passes as your deputy . 
—In the receiver- generalship, not as my deputy, but ^ my head-cler • 

627. Before those offices came into your occupation were they discharged in 
person by your predecessor ?-Yes; the receivei'-generalship ™ 

Smith upL the same footing that I hold it. I do not know f ‘ ^ ■ 

I believe not ; in fact, I cannot speak to what Mr. Smith s attendance was , I do 

“fi^rHave you considerable sums of money pass *™gh your hands^ 
reeeiver.general of Stamps t-fes, to the amount of six millions in the course ot 

n^rDo^youmeanthatthatsumof^^^^^ 

The remittances from the country distributors pf Stamps go Brst to the 
Com'^mlioLr oWs, and are paid m^ 

-No, the bills come to the receiver v^'o sends them out to be accepted, and 
then they are paid in every day to the Bank of England. 

6^; SdTouTaftS afterwards ?-Yes, twice a vyeek 

‘"“stSfel annual sum that " 

about six milUons ?-Yes, that is about the amouut of the revenue of stamps. 

0.22. ® ^ 
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635. The whole of the stamp, revenue? — Yes. 

636. In what descriptions of bills are the payments made ? — The date varies 
generally a month or six weeks. 

637. What is the longest date?— Two months, I think; I am not sure upon 
that point. 

638. Are they placed to your credit before they are payable ? — Yes, before 
they are payable. 

039. If those bills were not to be paid on whom would the loss fall; are you 
accountable for them? — No; the moment the receiver has paid it he has done 
with it. # 

640. Has any other person the authority of drawing upon that account at the 
Bank of England besides yq^irself? — Yes, the first clerk. 

641 . Does he exercise that power by deputation from you ? — Y es, by power of 
attorney. 

642. To whom are those bills made payable that are remitted ? — To the receiver 
general ; and ai-e indorsed by his chief clerk. 

643-4. They never come into your hands before they go to the Bank?— Not 
into myhand immediately. 

645. Not to your own eyesight? — No. 

646. You receive your account from the Bank every day or every other day, 
and you find so much money in hand, and then you draw out a certain sum to be 
paid into the Exchequer ; is that the process? — The Bant give what is called a 
spoiled note, by which we pay it into the Exchequer. 

647. Is it paid into the Exchequer by your order, or do the Commissioners 
check the account and desire you to pay it? — No ; it is by the order of the Com- 
missioners it is paid ; I have no power of drawing but by order of the Commis- 
sioners. 

648. You never draw excepting by direction from the Commissioners ?— No. 

^49' have no general order as to what balance you are to keep ?— No. 

650. Would not there, be a profit upon remitting money at two months date 
from the country to London? — To the receiver ? 

651. To the person who passed bills of that description ? — I do not know. 

652. You do not know whether there would be any difference between remit- 
ting a bank note and a bill of two months date ? — No. 

653- Who is it that makes the regulation with regard to the remittances? — The 
Commissioners. 

654* The Commissioners deal with the different bankers and make the best 
terms they can? — Yes. 

655. It does not rest with you? — No. 

656^ You do not receive any other profit except what is derived from your 
salary r Not the slightest; there is no discretion with the receiver upon the sub- 
ject, he is only to receive it and pay it, bills come in as bank notes. 

657* You pay all the salaries of all the persons employed? — Yes, every 
description of officer employed under the Stamp Office. 

658. But you are acquainted with the manner of those remittances being made 
from the country ?— They come under cover to the Commissioners, and they are 
handed to me and passed as other money. 

659. Do they come from each collector or through the bankers employed by the 
Commissioners .—That is not a question I can ^swer ; they come to the Com- 
missioners, who hand them over to the receiver general. 

660. You do not see the bills that actually come from the country? — Yes; the 

office, and they are sent for acceptance. 

661. They are sent out by the clerks in your office for acceptance? — 'Yes, 
1 h^e a bill-man in the office for that purpose who is responsible to me. 

002. If any one of those clerks were to abscond with any of the bills or to run 
away, the loss would be held to fall upon you r — ^Yes, it would. 

_ 663. Do those bills come from each individual collector, or through any banker 
in the country especially employed ? — From the individual collectors. 

' 1-4.^* respects the office of registrar of Excise, what are your specific duties 
*^17^ records of all the proceedings of the Summary Court 

o Excise, and to see that all- its proceedings and judgments upon those pro- 
ceedings are .carried into effect; to prepare and issue all warrants, which are 
various. ’ 

665. All warrants for executing judgments taken at the Excise are prepared at 

your 
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your office? — Yes, and afterwards sent back to me. I have to issue them and to Jenkinson, 

see that they are properly executed, and report upon them if they are not j to see 

the messengers do their duty. 

666. How many persons do you employ to prepare the warrants and enfol ^6 March, 1834. 
them, and execute them ? — Two clerks. 

667. And also messengers besides? — The messengers are the messengers of 
the Excise. 

668. Who was your predecessor in that office r — A Mr. Jackson. 

669. Was the office in any way altered or remodelled when it was given to you ? 

— Yes, completely remodelled when it was given to me, and reduced ; he held it 
at a salary of 900 and a larger establishment; mine was put at 400^. and a 
reduced establishment. 

670. Your duties relate to that part of the Commissioners of Excise Board 
when they sit as a court of justice ? — Yes, just so. 

671. It appears to have been recommended by a Committee of the House of 
Commons in 1817, that the office of registrar to the Commissioners of Excise, 
upon the termination of the then existing interest, should not be filled up at all. 

You state to the Committee that it was very much remodelled, and the salary 
diminished, were the duties altered in any way when you were appointed ? — No, 

^ot the registrar in any way that I know of. 

672. Have you any knowledge why the recommendation of the Committee of 
1817 was not complied with? — No, I am not. ' I was not aware of the recom- 
mendation. 

673. You do not know whether there was any inquiry ? — I do not know. 

674. In the warrant of the Lords of the Treasury by which you were appointed 
in 1822, no reference was made to any previous recommendation in regard to the 
office, or any previous determination of the Treasury that the office should not be 
filled up? — None whatever. 

675. Since you have been receiver general of the Stamps has any accident or 
any dishonesty happened to any person employed in your office by which you 
have been exposed to pecuniary loss r— No, never. 

676. Do you require security from your clerks? — Yes. 

677. What amount? — Two thousand pounds the principal clerk, and one 
thousand pounds the others. 

678. Any security with them ? — Yes, one security with them.^ 

679. Have you the appointment? — Yes. 

680. Are you exposed to any responsibility in respect of the duty of register to 
the Excise, do you receive any money in that capacity? — No, no money whatever. 

681. No payment or receipts ? — No, none. 

682. Do you require security from your clerks in that office? — No, none. 

I give security but require none. 

683. Have you the appointment of the clerks of that office? — Yes. 

684. What do you give security for ? — 1 suppose good behaviour. 

685. Did your predecessor, as receiver-general of Stamps, hold the appointment 
until his death ? — No, he resigned it. 

686. Your predecessor, as registrar of the Excise, did he hold it until his 
death? — No, he resigned it also. 

687. Both your appointments are held during pleasure, according to the terms 
before the Committee ? — Yes. 



Charles Pressley., Esq., called in ; and Examined. 



688. YOU are clerk to the Commissioners of Stamps ? — I am secretary. 

689. How long have you been so ? — Since May 1 826. 

690. In a return of last year furnished to the House of Commons of the offices 
executed wholly or principally by deputy, there appear varioxis distribi^ors of 
stamps. The distributor of stamps for part of Devon, ditto for the city 01 Exeter, 
ditto for part of Lancashire, ditto for the county of Dorset, ditto for part ot 
Sussex, ditto for part of Surrey. The Committee wish to obtain from you some 
information with respect to those offices, are they executed wholly or cmeny by 
deputy? — In the case of the distributor for part of Surrey wholly by deputy. In 
the other cases chiefly by deputy, with the exception of the distributor for Lan- 
chashire, who has since vacated his office, and the present distributor executes it 



in person. 
0.22. 
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691. Who holds the office of distributor for the part of Surrey ?— Mr. George 

Smallpiece. » 

692. The remainder discharge their duties partly by deputy?— Yes. 

‘ 693. When did the distributorship for part of Lancashire fall vacant?— 
Eighteen months ago. 

694. The party appointed then executes it entirely in person?— Yes. 

695. Who is that person ? — Mr.Gregson. 

69b. Who is the distributor of stamps for part of Devon? — Mr. Bennett. 

697. For the city of Exeter?— Mr. Bales. 

698. For the county of Dorset?— Mr. Keasbury. 

699. For part of Sussex ? — Mr, Hall. 

700. What emoluments do those parties who execute their office partly by 
deputy pay to their deputies?— I am not aware.' 

701. Have such offices been held according to general custom and habit for 
the life of the party, or daring pleasure?— All during pleasure. They are 
appointed by Treasury warrants. 

702. Have the offices undergone any examination or revision lately so as to 
make any provision for their being placed upon a different footing upon the 
expiration of the present interests? — No such arrangement has been made by tl^ 
Board ; the question of the distributors generally has not been lately under the 
consideration of the Board. 

703. How is it that those particular distributors in these particular part? of the 
kingdom appear as discharging their offices principally by deputy, whereas the 
distributors for other parts do not so appear ? — I nave no doubt there are other 
distributors who discharge their office partly by deputy. When this return was • 
called for By the House of Commons, the Board feeling a difficulty in ascertaining 
who performed their duties by deputy, and who in person, addressed a letter to 
each distributor, and in the five cases alluded to they received answers in writing 
from the parties, stating that the duties were chiefly executed by deputy ; in all 
other cases the distributors stated they executed their offices in person, except 
Mr. Smallpiece, w'ho stated that the duties were executed wholly by deputy. 
These distributors made the usual affidavit at the end of each quarter, as to the 
correctness of their accounts, and their correspondence with the Board was 
generally signed by tliemselves, so that the Board had not the means of knowing 
whether they did the duty in person or not, other than by sending them a copy 
of the order of the Committee and requiring a return. 

704. The general practice is for the distributors to conduct their correspondence 
in person? — Yes. 

705. And to make an affidavit in person? — Yes. 

7of). Would the Board be satisfied to receive the affidavit of a deputy ? — No. 
In the case of Mr. Smallpiece, the affidavit being signed George Smallpiece, 
stating it to be made by George Smallpiece, the distributor, the Board were not 
aware that the person who signed it was not actually the distributor. His letter to 
the Board was as follows : — “ In reply to your letter of the 31st ultimo, I beg to 
inform you that the duties of my office of distributor of stamps are executed 
wholly by my nephew, who is in the law, and has acted as my deputy for many 
years past, and he receives the whole of the emoluments arising from' the office of 
distributor.” This is the only case which has come to the knowledge of the 
Board of a distributor having executed the office wholly by deputy. 

707. Have several affidavits been successively furnished to the Board, signed 
George Smallpiece, the nephew', and you have been receiving them as the affida- 
vits of the uncle ? — Yes ; from the handwriting to the quarterly accounts of the 
distributor, it does not appear to me that it is the hand-writing of Mr. Smallpiece, 
who wrote this letter ; I only looked at it yesterday. 

708. Do the distributors hold communication with the Board in person ? — V ery 
rarely indeed ; I have never seen Mr. Smallpiece. 

709. Before whom are the affidavits made ? — Before a magistrate ; the affidavit 
begins^ “ I, George Smallpiece, distributor;” and in effect he is distributor. 

710. Do you know where he resided ? — At Guildford. 

711. Have you seen Mr. Smallpiece’s affidavit? — Yes. 

712. Does it purport to be the affidavit of George Smallpiece, distributorof 
stamps: for part of the county ? — Yes, it purports to be so. 

713 Although he was not the distributor of stamps? — Certainly not; I speak, 

however, 
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Vnwever apon a comparison of the hand-writing of the gentleman who wrote that 
l.tter and the hand-writing at the foot of the affidavit ; they are not similar. 

714. But the George Smallpiece who made thataSidavit did so in the character 

“^vI^'how many distributors of stamps are there throughout the country?— 
About *>q; they have been reduced lately. ' .. m, n j r 

',16 Who determines the districts in which they shall act?— The Board of 
etamns under the direction of the Treasury. If a distnct falls vacant, and the 
Tioard me of opinion it may be conveniently consolidated with an adjoining dis- 
trict or another part of the county, it is recommended to the Treasury, and generally 
iesced in. In the case of Mr. Smallpiece, m the event of a vacancy the 
B^rd, 1 apprehend, would recommend that it should be added to the other part 

of the county. j ' ; v„. 

-17. Distributors are paid by a poundage ?— Y es. 

718 Is that their only source of emolument ? — Yes. _ 

-1 o' What is the amount of the poundage!— It varies m each district, 
ivo Who determines the amount of the poundage ?— The Treasury . 

-u I ' They fix when a new distributor is appointed to a particular district, what 
noundave he shall be allowed tp take?— The Board generally recommend the 
LnndaSe, and it is submitted to the Treasury for approval 

^ %2 What are the grounds of the difference ?— Some of the districts are very 
•' the remittances from some districts are . oo.oool. a year and upwards ; in 
tw district the Board would not recommend the same amount of per centage as 
rthe case of a small district. In the case of Mr. Smallpiece, upon an average 
of the last three years his poundage was not rnore than 150 /. per annum. 

728 Therefore it is desirable to consolidate that district —Ye-, with the 
remSder of the county, and then the amount of the poundage and expenses of 

*V 24 ° Uo™the”pLnd 4 e d^^^^ iis amount increases !--Yes it is so with 

resnett to some of^the old^districts, but in the last ten years the Board have recoin- 
3 ed the Treasury, and the Treasury have approved of giving a fixed rate of 

’^° 72 ?® 0 n what ground was that done ?-They thought the old arrangement a 
bad one " it was very expensive, and it appeared to the Board not good in 

Then on what principle have the Commissioners appointed the 
• \ 1 ♦ vToarQ 9 On a fixed rate of poundage, viz. one and a half, one and 

^iSchon; 

about u, 5001. a year i the 

old system, the district has not become " h,,, 

729. Who S one of very great pecuniary responsi- 

bilftfl-Yls! L tL cat of m" stani Jth, his remittances are very large, and 
the stock of stamps very 60,000/. and 70,000/. 

lll\ ^'hft them ?-It varies Very much ; in the 

ffim“d t]'o\tfein^ two sureties in .5,000!. each, and 

his own bond for another fio.ooo!. .tamos ?~Yes; as well as for the acts 

ofStis^stS^t and I'happen to know he has suffered very considerable 

'Tat'The °aXr/lifol"r dSutor is not considerable ?-In such a dis- 

trict as Mr. Staniforth’s it is very f | remittances and responsibility ?— 

736. What atehis duties, ludependem^^^^^^^^ J 

He has the examination of all legacy p p 

.. ® 4 . 
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also the assessment and keeping of the stage-coach accounts ; and in Liverpool 
where there are so many coaches, it is very considerable; he has likewise to count 
and assess the advertisements in newspapers published in his district. At the head 
office in London there are separate establishments for collecting the coach and 
advertisement duties. 

737. Is that stage-coach account kept by all the distributors throughout the 
kingdom ? — Yes ; it varies in different places. Another part of their duty is the 
granting licenses to' pawnbrokers, plate dealers, patent medicine venders and 
to hawkers and pedlars. 

738. Does he sign them all?— Yes. 

739. Do you suppose that if he does his duty properly he should be in constant 
attendance? — He ought to be ; and the duty at Liverpool is so well done, I have 
no doubt be does attend daily. 

740. Speaking of the districts throughout the country ? — Y es ; if the distributors 
do their duty properly they ought to attend every day in their office. 

741. Is it not the fact that many distributors discharge their duty with very 
little attendance ? — We find it so in some instances, and have occasion to complain 
of them. 

742. What is the percentage, taking Liverpool, for instance, that Mr. Staniforth 
is allowed to receive ? — He is paid four per cent, upon the first 1 o,ooo/., three per 
cent, upon the next 10,000/., two-and-a-half per cent, on the next 10,000/., and 
two per cent, upon all above. 

743. Not less than two per cent. ? — No. 

744. Now take the smallest district, Mr. Smallpiece’s district? — He is paid at 
the same rate, neither one or the other of the districts having come under 
revision. 

745. The original principle was to allow the same rate in the small and large 
districts? — Yes. 

746. According to the present system, suppose Mr. Staniforth ’s place was to 
fall vacant, what per centage would be allowed to his successor? — With reference 
to Manchester, recently settled, I presume the Treasury would give a similar 
poundage to the distributor at Liverpool, or rather would give him a clear income 
of from 800/. to 1,000/. a year. 

747. The Board would consider from 800/. to a 1,000/. a year as sufficient 
emolument ? — I apprehend they would. 

748. What had the distributor at Manchester ? — Formerly about 2,000 /. a year, 
till the Board altered the principle some years ago, when Mr. Ford was appointed 
upon the death of Mr. Blackburn., 

749. What did Mr. Ford get? — About 800/. a year. 

750. Still he is paid by a rate per cent. ? — Yes. 

751. What is that rate ? — One per cent. 

752. Upon the whole of his remittances? — Yes. 

753. That is independent of the allowance to the sub-distributors ? — Yes. 

754. By the new arrangement is the sub-distributor paid by a poundage ? — Yes ; 
but they are allowed one and a-half per cent, because they generally reside in 
small places, and a less rate of poundage would not be a sufficient remuneration. 

755. Do the new arrangements appear to work well?— We think they do ; it is 
much less expensive. 

756. Do they receive any fees ? — None whatever. 

157 - Can you state the rate per cent, that a sub-distributor receives under the 
new system ? — Generally one-and-a-half. In Scotland it is two per cent, on 
account of the very small districts; some cases not producing 5/. a year to the 
party. 

758. Assuming a distributor of stamps not to do his duty in person he must find 
It absolutely necessary to keep a deputy in whom he reposes unlimited confidence ? 
— Yes. 

7 . 59 * And that deputy, if guilty of misconduct, might ruin his principal at any 
time ? — Yes, no doubt he might. 

760. Jn the case of Mr. Smallpiece it is done by an attorney? — It appears to 
be so. 

761. Are they required to insure the stamps in their possession, or what is done 
in regard to fire ? — The Board holds them responsible, but I apprehend they do 
not insure. 

762. You 
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762. You hold them responsible? — Yes; it is a question whether the Treasury 
might not relieve them, but we hold it out that they are liable. 

763. That is the clear understanding between you and them, that they are 
responsible? — Yes, it is. 

764. Can you state any specific instance where a party has been held respon- 
sible? — No; the question has been frequently asked me by the distributors, 
whether they are liable, and I have always told them they are so. 

765. Have you any legal hold upon them ? — Yes, I apprehend we have, because 
under their bond they are liable for the stamps delivered to them to the extent of 
the bond ; the stock may exceed the amount of the bond. 

766. Are any of the distributors of stamps country bankers ?— 1 am not prepared 
to answer that question. 

767. In your Return made in February 1833, the following words appear, “The 
persons who filled the offices of receiver general, comptroller and distributor of 
stamps for Buckinghamshire, and the distributor of stamps for Kent are since 
dead, and there is no charge on the public in respect of such persons.” There 
has been no re-appointment then of the distributor of stamps for Buckingbamsbire 
and Kent ; are these disti'icts merged in others ? — No, they are not merged in other 
districts ; new distributors have been appointed, but they execute their duty in 
person. 

768. The previous distributors occupied their office by deputy, and the present 
in person ? — Yes ; it appeared by the Return in 1 808 that they did so, and when 
I made the Return last year I so stated it. 

769. How are the distributors appointed ? — By warrant from the Treasury, and 
a deputation from the Board of Stamps. 

770. There is no clause making it necessary to perform their duties in person ? 
— None. 

771. There would be no objection on the part of the Board of Stamps to such 
a clause being inserted?— Not the least ; rather the contrary. 

772. The office of receiver general of stamps, you state in the Return, continues 
still to be performed chiefly by deputy ? — It does. 

J73. The principal does some duty ; Mr. Jenkinson attends occasionally?-— 
Yes, 1 understand he does. 

774. Does he transact much business with you in person ; are you aware of his 
presence or absence? — He does not transact any business with the Board in per- 
son, nor am I aware when he is absent or present. 

775. The deputy receiver general is not paid any salary by bim?-^No, by the 
Government ; he is on the establishment. 

776. There is no deputy receiver general, it is the chief clerk ?— He is called 
chief clerk. 

777. There appears the name of Robert Willimot as distributor of stamps, 
receiving 1,000/. a year, is he the actual distributor? — Yes. 

778. For what district ? — He is distributor of Excise stamps only. 

779. Is he the acting person? — I understood he discharges his duty in person. 

780. In what district? — In no particular district; his office is at the Excise 
Office. 

78!. Istliere any distributor for the other public departments,— the Customs 
for instance ? — No, none. ^ xt i, * 

782. Is there any reason why there should be at the Excise?— No, none that 
I am aware of. 

783; Do you not conceive that some arrangement might be made by which the 
same distribution that takes place at the Customs might be made at the Excise r 
I have no doubt of it. ,, ^ . 

784. In that case, would it be necessary to keep up Mr. Wilbmots office. 
Not at all. 



785. Has he an establishment of clerks also ’—He baa. 

786. His clerks are paid by the public, are they not ?— His clerks are paid out 
of the profits arising from the printing of the bonds upon stamps after they are sent 
to him by the Stamp Office. 

787. Which would otherwise go to the Revenue ?— Yes. 

788. Is Mr. Willimot’s office one of the same responsibility as the other 

distributors?— Yes. rr 1 . p 

780. Has he a large stock of stamps under bis control?— To the amount ot 
^ ° H about 
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about 20 000 1 . but not in his own custody. I apprehend they are chiefly in the 
hands of ’the diSerent Excise officers in various parts of the kingdom. 

700 For which he is held responsible?— Yes ; he gives security in 5 ,oool. 

701’ What was the salary of the office before Mr. Willimot took it’— In 1824, 
the year before he was appointed, the poundage to bis predecessor was 2,378/., 
by a Treasury Minute, that poundage was abolished, and a fixed salary given to 
Mr, Willimot of 1,000/. a year, with an establishment of clerks and expenses 

amounting to 650/. , , , c, - j s vt , 

702. 'file former distributor paid the clerks out oi his poundage?— He did. 

793. Mr. Willimot was private secretary to Lord Liverpool ? — I believe he 

704. You do not know how long he held that situation ? No, I do not. 

795 Is- the change found to answer of giving a fixed salary?— At the time Mr. 
W'illimot took the office the sales of Excise stamps were vpy considerable, for the 
year ending the 5th January 1825, he having been appointed in the February of 
that year, the sales were 66,000 /.. but by an Act which passed in that year a reduc- 
tion was ’made in the duty upon Excise bonds and other instruments, and the sales 
have been reduced to l 7,000/., they have varied between 17,000/., 18,000/. and 
16 000/. per annum since his appointment. 

7q 6. Has the Stamp Ofi£ce sustained any loss by fire or the misconduct of any 
of the distributors? — There have been losses by defaulters. 

707. Several?— About seven or eight. 

708. Since you have been secretary ?— No, not of late years, they are very old. 
These balances appear upon the Finance Accounts, and are brought forward 
year after year ; they have not been able to be recovered. 

709. Were they compromised in any instance? — No; there has been no 
instance of that kind, they have been brought as outstanding balances against the 
distributors for many years past. 

800. Was the aggregate amount considerable r — Not very large. 

801 . About what? — To the best of my recollection, about 20,000/. 

802. But since you have been in the situation of secretary no loss has been sus- 
tained? The Government have sustained no loss of late years from distributQrs, 

their remittances are more punctually made, and I apprehend more attention has 
been paid of late years to the taking of their securities. 

803. You do not allow them to keep money in hand ? — The order of the Board 
is that they should remit at least monthly, and many of them remit oftener. In 
places where there are branches of the Bank of England' they should pay in their 
cash as they receive it ; in the other cases the order of the Board is that the dis- 
tributors should remit in a month. 

804. You do not recognize payments into any other banks but the branch 
banks of the Bank of England ? — No, not at present. In the other cases the 
remittances are made to the receiver general. 

805. You sanction the remittances by bills? — ^The distributors remit, almost 
entirely in bills, except at those places where there are branch banks. 

806. Do you now require them to pay it into branch banks of the Bank of 
England ? — Yes. 

807. In those cases you do not take a bill upon a private banker in London ? 
The Board receive no bills from them ; they must pay all through the branch banks ; 
they pay in the bills they receive from their sub-distributors ; credit is given for 
them in the bank account with ihe receiver general. 

808. Do you receive bills in London at two months date? — No, never longer 
than one month, generally twenty-one days. The distributors, according to their 
distance from London, are required to make remittances in bills at 21 days or 20. 

809. Where there is no branch of the Bank of England? — Yes. 

810. Not in any case bills at two months ? — No ; all bills that come at a longer 
date than that permitted by the Board are returned, and several have been 
retarned within these two days under that principle. 

811. You state that when you addressed a letter to all the distributors upon 
making up this Return before the Committee, all except the six here entered, stated 
they discharged their duties in person? — They did. 

812. Are any alterations made in the divisions of districts, unless where vacan- 
cies take place? — It has never been done. ... i 

813. If the Board found a very inconvenient distribution of districts to nave 
been made, would they not feel themselves authorized to alter it until a vacancy 
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took place? — They have not at present thought themselves authorized to make Charle^^ressk^-, 
any alteration, or suggest any, nor would they, I apprehend, unless they had been 
directed by the Treasury to consider the whole question of distribution of stamps March, 

with a view to its correction. . . „ , , i. i,. 

814. In consequence of the consolidation of the stamps and taxes the wnoie 01 
the establishment is under consideration ? — Yes, and the distributors among the 
rest • at present the question is before the Board, and they are in communication 
with’ the Bank of England upon the subject of remittances ; and in the event ot 
their succeeding in their proposal with the Bank, the two offices of receivers 
general and of stamps and of taxes will come under consideration and revision, 
as well as the general question of distribution of stamps and the collection of taxes 

Si*)- The whole question of the-consolidation of the two branches is under the 

consideration of the Board ? — Yes. j • 1, u 

Ri 6 . With a view to consolidate as much as possible Yes ; and it has been 
understood by the distributors lately appointed that additional duties may e 
thrown upon them as to the collection of the taxes. 

817. You were in Ireland some time? — Iwas. . j ? 

818. Do you know the highest rate of per centage that is allowed there. 

I think six per cent, upon the amount of the remittanpes in some districts. 

81 Q. If there was a proportion of an adjoining district added to a small one, 
would not that allow a reduction of that six per cent, to a great extent. 

8m*"wOTid there be any difficulty in making snch alteration?— No ; the Board 
have a scheme by which upon vacancies many of the Irish districts may be con- 
solidated and the poundage reduced, although not very materially, because unless 
a dSrSntor recelLs a poundage of eooh or 300 1 2. year he cannot be induced 
to attend to his office ; the stamp duties are so small m Ireland that a man must 
sell a great number to give him 200 1, a year, even at sue per cent. 

821. Is there a Stamp Office in Dublin . Yes. r. m 

822. And one in Edinburgh ?- If es ; they ate both under the head Boa.d m 

^°823.”'Both of them act as local centres ?-Yes ; stamps are distributed from 

‘''°827'ArLemittancesmadetothemr-Yes, from the counties in Ireland, and 

knowVe highest amount that any Irish stamp distabutor receives ? 

—I left Ireland in 1825, and I think the poundage to the Belfast distributor at that 
time was about 1,000 Z. or i,iooZ. a year. 

827. dS yor'know what Ts‘‘ paid to ’the" totribntor in Newry?-No, I do not 

recollect. - to’ 

rr/ie followin^r Extracts from a Treasury Minute, dated 25th June 1833, 

^ ® were read :] 

Sir Henry Campbell has -"ed .3 yearn ; 

“LriTftLtSndXSe’y do not think the Board should award him any retired 
”\Tmspecttothecase<.Sir^^^^^^^^ 

his attendance at the eniovina: the emoluments of the command of 

^ -y superannuation allowance. 
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GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIll. 



Sir Jamts Gibson Craigh, called in ; and Examined. 

828. 1 BELIEVE you have been for a long time a writer of the Signet at Edin- 
burgh? — Yes; upwards 0147 years. 

829. Are you acquainted with the duties of the keeper of the Signet?— I am. 

830. And also with the office of register of Sasines ? — Yes. 

831. They are both held by whom ? — By the Right hon. William Dundas. 

832. Can you state shortly the duties of these offices, and whether they are 
performed in person by Mr. Dundas ?— The keeper of the Signet is completely 
a sinecure. The duties of the office are to seal all King’s writs passing under the 
Signet, and certain fees are paid on them. 

833. Do you know what the emoluments of that office are ? — I know generally 
what they are ; they are returned to Parliament. 

834. Now as regards the Sasines ?— They are returned also, and I beg leave to 
refer to the Return. 

835. What is the nature of the office of register of Sasines? — All titles of pro- 
perty are completed by sasine, and the sasine is not complete till it is put upon record,' 
and there are certain fees paid on that. 

836. Does Mr. William Dundas do it by deputy or in person ?— It is entirely by 

deputy. ^ 

837. Who is the deputy?— The deputy in -the register of Sasines is Sir Robert 

Dundas, and the deputies of the Signet are Mr. Mackenzie and Mr. James Hope, 
junior. ‘ 

838. Are any particular qualifications requisite for the deputies who are to 
perform the duties r— None. 

^ 39 * Cs-A you state what has been the practice heretofore, as far as vou know, 
of the manner of appointing io these offices ; take the keeper of the Signet first?— - 
The keeper of the Signet originally was the Secretary of State, who appointed to 
all the offices, until between 1740 and 1750, from which time the appointment 
has been made by the Crown. 

840. Had the Secretary of State power to appoint deputies ?— He had. 

841. These deputies of course resided in Edinburgh, to do the duties of the 
offices? — Yes. 

842. Now between 1740 and 1750, what change took place?— The appointment 

was made by .the Crown, and since that time the principal keeper has been 
a sinecurist. ^ 

843. That was the first time any change was made ? I believe so. 

844. Was it under any Act of Parliament?— I believe not. 

845. In what sense do you mean the appointment was made by the Crown • it 
was made by the Crown when the Secretary of State held it ?— The Secretary of 
State of himself appointed the keeper of the Signet. Afterwards the appointment 
was made by grant from the Crown. 

846. Previously to 1740 > the Secretary of State and the keeper of the Signet 
were always one person, that being a person appointed by the Crown, but some 
time between 1740 and 1750 the Crown appointed a different person from the 
Secretary of State to be the keeper of the Signet ?— Yes. 

847. You have stated that from 1 740 to 1 750, the office of keeper of the Signet 

^ sinecure; I ask was it not a sinecure before, when it was 
held by the Secretary of State? — It was, but he never interfered, I understand, with 
the emoluments. 

848. You understand that the emoluments at that time were entirely received by 
the deputies . —That is my understanding,, but I cannot speak positively. 

849. You 
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849. You generally understood that the Secretary of State did not receive tny of 
the emoluments r — That is my general understanding. 

850. Do you recollect whether Lord Milton was the first Keej3er of the Signet 
appointed by the Crown? — I believe he was. 

851. Do you know whether he was appointed first during pleasure, and after- 
wards appointed during life? — I believe he was. I had no idea that I was to be 
examined, until I received the summons of the Committee, within these 48 hours; 

1 have not had it in my power to examine into the business, therefore 1 cannot 
speak positively. 

852. Do you know who has held, and under what circumstances the office has 
been filled from that period down to this ?— There was Lord Milton and Sir Gilbert 
Elliott, who, I believe, held it during pleasure. Then there was the late Lord 
Melville and Mr. Andrew Stewart. 

853. Did they hold it separately or jointly? — They held it jointly at first; then 
Lord Melville held it singly. 

854. When they held it jointly, did they hold it during pleasure? — During plea- 
sure ; and 1 think Lord Melville’s first appointment was during pleasure also. 

855. The appointment in 1779, was that the appointment you allude to as being 
during pleasure ? — I cannot exactly speak to the year. 

856. Was it in 1782 that he was appointed for life? — I believe he was. 

857. In 1792 what change took place? — I do not exactly recollect; there was 
no material change until the late Lord Melville was appointed keeper of the Privy 
Seal. 

858. Did not Lord Melville resign in i8oo?~I cannot exactly say; I think 
there was no material change till the late Lord Melville was appointed keeper of 
the Privy Seal, and then his son, the present Lord Melville, was appointed keeper 
of the Signet for life. 

859. In 1814 Mr. William Dundas obtained a commission for life, Lord 
Melville having been made Privy Seal?— Yes. 

860. You are quite satisfied that the power of appointing to this office for life 
was never exercised by the Crown previously to Lord Melville’s appointment in 
1782? — I am not certain. 

861. From that period, since 1782, has it been for life? — It has. 

862. Subsequen*t to 1814, will you state whether an Act of Parliament did not 
pass for the regulation of that office? — There was. 

863. Now what does the Act say, with regard to the regulation of this office in 
future? — That “ from and after, and upon the termination of the present existing 
interests in the office of keeper of the Signet and Lord Register in Scotland respec- 
tively, or on either of the said offices becoming vacant, the duties of the keeper of 
the Signet in Scotland shafl be discharged by the Lord Register; and it shall not 
be lawful for His Majesty, His heirs and successors, to grant to any person who 
shall henceforth be appointed to discharge the duties of Lord Register in Scotland 
a higher salary, nor shall any person who shall be appointed to discharge such duties 
enjoy a higher salary in respect of such appointment than 1,200/. per annum ; and 
every person henceforth to be appointed Lord Register shall discharge the duties 
of the keeper of the Signet as well as Lord Register, with the aid of such assist- 
ance from clerks and other officers, as the said Lord High Treasurer or the said 
Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, or any three or more of them for the 
time being, shall think fit to appoint.” 

864. At the passing of that Act, who held the office of Lord Register?— 
Mr. Campbell Colquhoun. 

865. When did he die ?— About 1821. 

866. What interpretation do you put on this Act with regard to the regulation 
of these offices ? — It appears to me that the regulation ought to have taken place 
upon the death of Mr. Campbell Colquhoun ; that the office of Lord Register and 
keeper of the Signet came to be merged in one when that event happened. 

867. Do you know whether it took effect or not as regarded the allowance 
receivable bv the Lord Register and keeper of the Signet? — It did not. ^ There was 
a commission granted to Mr. Dundas, as Lord Register, which commission acknow- 
ledges him as keeper of the Signet. 

868. After the office should have been regulated by that Act?— Yes, after the 
date of the Act. 

H 3 869. Do 
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S6g, Do you consider that that commission could not, if that Act had been 
strictly carried into effect, have been issued ? — I would rather decline answering 

have stated that in your opinion, on the decease of the Lord Register. 
Mr Dundas, agreeably to that Act, ought to have executed the duty of both at the , 
salary of 1 , 200A a year ?— So it humbly appears to me. 

871 And consequently if he continues to receive the emoluments of both, it is 
contrary to the spirit of the Act?— So 1 humbly apprehend ; but in fact he receives 
no emolument as Lord Register. 

872. Are you aware whether any representation on that subject was made from 
the wTiters to the Signet or any public body in Scotland ? — There were some pro- 
ceedings by the society of w'riters to the Signet in Scotland. 

873? Do you know whether that proceeding was calling the attention of Govern- 
ment to the fact, and objecting to the-continuance of that office ?— The objection 
was to the right of Mr. Dundas to name the officers under him, the Act providing 
that these should be named by the Treasury. 

874. Where can that document be obtained? — It can be had from the Signet 
Office. 

875. Are you of opinion that it was necessary to renew the appointment of keeper 

of the Signet on the death of the Sovereign who granted it ?— It appears to me that 
it ought to have been renewed. _ 

876. Why do you say they ought to be renewed ' — I conceive that being the seal 
of the Sovereign for the time, His Majesty might grant the appointment to a person 
during his own life, but he could not extend the grant beyond his own life. 

877. Then is it your opinion that a commission granted by the reigning Sovereign 
to the keeper of the Signet could not be valid after the death of the Sovereign who 
granted it ? — It humbly appears to me not. 

.878. But in this case the practice appears to have been otherwise ?-— The prac- 
tice has been contrary to it ; I understand there has been no new commission granted 
to Mr. Dundas. 

S79. Is it as regards this office only ?— I know of no other office except the Privy 
Seal. 

880. I beg to call your recollection to that office, which had been granted for life 
as early as 1748 ? — My recollection'is that the Privy Seal was not granted after the 
Revolution till about the year 1765. 

881. Do you conceive that the appointment of keeper of the Signet in 1748 did 
not endure after the death of the then reigning Monarch without a new appoint- 
ment? — I cannot say. 

882. Do you know whether Lord Milton, who had been appointed in 1748. re- 
ceived a new commission in George the Third’s time ? — I think that in 17^^ there 
was a new commission, with a reversion to Sir Gilbert Elliott. 

883. Do you know whether Lord Register Colquhoun, who died in 1821, got a 
new commission previously to 1821 ? — Mr. Colquhoun’s commission was for life, 
and he did not get a new commission. 

504. Does the same objection you have made to the granting of the office beyond 
the life of the King apply equally to the keeper of the Register of Sasines, as to the 
keeper of the Signet ? — I do not see the same objection to the keeper of the 
Register of Sasines, as to the keeper of the Signet. 

885. What is the difference? — One is a common office, the other is the office of 
keeper of a seal of the Sovereign. On the death of the reigning Sovereign the seals 
are all destroyed, and new seals appointed. It humbly appears to me that the 
Sovereign may grant the custody of his own seal as he pleases, but cannot grant the 
custody of the seal of his successor to any one. 

886. Then I understand the objection you take to the legality of the grant to the 
keeper of the Signet is founded entirely on its being the custody of the seal, which 
is peculiar to one Sovereign ? — Yes. 

. 887. But the same objection does not apply to the office of keeper of the 
Register of Sasines- — No. 

888. Would not confiding the custody of the new seal, in the commencement 0 
the new reign, to an old officer, be an acknowledgment of his right.’' — It appears 

so far to be so. t. 

889. B 
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SSo It is a recognition of the office by the Sovereign to the old holder ?— Yes, 
but not so as to exclude the Sovereign’s right to grant a ^ 

° Sno Would not that implv that commissions are unnecessary, if such a practice 
could belnctioned?-It seems to follow, if handing over the new “ *e old 
office were held to be sufficient, that the granting a new commission would be un 

"“8nT''Do you not consider the granting of a commission absolutely necessary to 
rendcr'the acts of the individual executing any duty legal m the eyes of the Itt™ ■ 

I conceive that he must have a perfectly legal right to execute the duties of 

by William the Fourth might not the 
acts of that individual be fairly questioned whether they were legal or not . That 

is a very deep if William the Fourth had chosen to appoint any new 

neison as keeper of the Signet, hb would have been at perfect liberty to do so, not- 
Stending'the grant of G eorge the Third ?-That is my deeded opinion. His 
Mfliestv mieht grant a commission to whom he pleases. • „ 

804 Se yon ever known of a change on a new Sovereign coming to he 
Thr™; have /on ever known him make use of that prerogative of removing the 

to .he office of keeperof the Register of 

nec^tary for magistrates and justices of the peace, and other persons 
acig under commissins, is it necessary for those commissions to be renewed by 

"'fo" 1 *ink 1 ou?dd"a^tL Sg’s ™ts pass under the Signet ?-Yes. 

Tol of ttee 

present King’s reign that all those ‘ ^ y ,, Wdliam Dnndks, the 

"'“o “wta JSmtLTwas given for the .';™°^Lor“d MeN"d 

of the Signet?-By the to “““'f“s»dand, and“the'y were regularly sold, 

LT^p'oreTX tm^moV " 

William Dundas in 1814, that power wa consequence of his having 

htr^^iv^d :rth:^tef»rtt^^^^^ -- -- 

“iit'Had the keeper of the Signet the power of disposing and selling these 

• held the office r— I know he did. that he received l,ooof. a year from 

907. When he resigned the office it appears that tie receive . 

’'’Vo” tTe!rn;idetation of that grant appears to have been, that he had had 
‘''Vorra’p^S&e^tVet^ -xpressly reserved 

to the Secretary of State. . , . p„;„y Seal, and also the pension 

910. Did not Lord Melville receive the office of Signet ?-He 

noticed in that warrant on his resigning the office ot keeper 

gti. But the salary of ® ftoV thrsa\VV°these clerLhips 1 — 

Signet, together with the emoluments a o 

Yes. „ , 912. It 
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912. It appears to have been the object to put an end to the sale of the clerk- 
ships by the keeper of the Signet? — Yes. 

913. And that object was accomplished by the resignation of the office by Lord 
Melville, and the grant of it to Mr. William Dundas, without such power of 
appointment? — Yes. 

914. Are the duties of His Majesty’s Privy Seal, like those of the keeper of the 
Signet, personally connected with the reigning Sovereign, or of the duties of the 
register of Sasines ? — They are on the same footing as those of the keeper of the 
Signet. 

915. Do you know whether any commission vvas issued to Lord Melville as 

keeper of the Privy Seal of Scotland under William the Fourth? — I believe not- 
I think certainly not. ’ 

916. Do you know whether any was issued by George the Fourth? — 1 believe 
not. 

917. Do you consider the same objections which you have stated as to the 
keeper of the Signet applying to the keeper of the Privy Seal ? — I consider the 
same objections apply to both offices. 

918. Now has that office also been regulated by Act of Parliament ? — It is under 
the same Act with the Signet. 

919. Will you state what was the regulation? — It appears by section 3, “ That 
from and after and upon the termination of the present existing interest in the office 
of the keeper of the Privy Seal for Scotland, or when the said office shall become 
vacant, it shall not be lawful for His Majesty, his heirs and successors to grant any 
higher salary to the keeper of the Privy Seal for Scotland, nor shall any keeper of 
the Privy Seal for Scotland, henceforth to be appointed, enjoy a higher salary in 
respect of such appointment than the sum of 1,200/. per annum.” 

920. That Act passed in 1817 ? — One fhousand eight hundred and seventeen. 

921. The date of the commission to Lord Melville as Privy Seal, is istof December 
1 814? — I believe it is. 

922. Will you state what interpretation you put on the existing interest in the 
office of Privy Seal, at the time that Act passed ? — It humbly appears to me, that 
the commission fell by death of the Sovereign who granted it. 

923. You are aware of the terms of the Act?— Yes, he is made ‘‘keeper of Our 
Sea! ” for life. 

924. There is an office entitled keeper of the Great Seal, now held by the Duke 
of Argyle ; are you aware of any and what are the nature of the duties performed by 
that office ? — The duties are giving effect by putting the Great Seal to all the King’s 
writs with regard to landed property throughout Scotland. 

925. And is that duty done by the Duke of Argyle, or by his deputies ? — Entirely 
by deputies. 

926. Are you aware whether he holds that office during pleasure or during life? 

— It is certainly during pleasure ; it never has been Held during life. 

927* Is it not in fact an office which has been changed with every administration? 
— Certainly, always. 

928. A political office ? — It is certainly always understood to be a political office. 

929. You do not know whether the Duke of Argyle receives any salary ? — I do 
not exactly know ; I have heard not. 

930 - The deputy is not removed ? — He always follows the principal, and is always 
removed. 

931 . The writer to the Privy Seal, do you know who holds that ?— Mr. Oliphant, 

I think. 

932. What is the nature of the duties to be done ’oy him ? — All writs regarding ‘ 
personal property flowing from the Crown pass the Privy Seal. 

933 * 1 -^® office of the Privy Seal? — Presentations to churches, tacks of teinds, 

and matters of that kind. 

934 * By whom is he appointed?— It is a Crown appointment. 

935. His commission is dated the i2th of May 1795? — Yes. 

936. Is that an office that you consider to partake of the objections made to the 
keeper of the Signet as to succession ? — I think so. 

937 ' Then if the keeper of the Signet or the keeper of His Majesty's Privy Seal 
ought to have had comnlissions from His present Majesty, so oucfht the writer of His 
Majesty s Privy Seal ?— Yes, and that His Majesty may grant new commissions 
when he pleases- ^ o 

938. Are 
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^38. Are you awareof the nature of the duties of director of Chancery, now held 
bv James Earl of Rosslyn?— Yes. 

Q 39 - Will you state what regulations the 57th of George III. section 1 1, directs 
shall be made on the lapse of the then existing interest? — After the determination 
of the existing interest all the duties of the office are to be performed in person- 
940. And any reduction of the salary ? — At such allowance as shall be made by 
the Treasury. 

041. Now who held that office when the Act passed ?— Lord Rosslyn. 

942. Do you know the date of that commission under which Lord Rosslyn holds? 
—It is a very old one ; it is fifty years back ; I think January 1780. 

943 - What is the nature of the duties of that office r — All the writs flowing from 
the Crown as to landed property in Scotland, and all patents and things of that 
kind, pass through Chancery. 

944. Is the office subject to the same objections as to succession under a new 
Sovereign as those of Privy Seal and keeper of the Signet ? — It does not appear to 
me subject to the same objections as the appointment of Privy Seal and keeper of 

the Signet. -r^. , , 

945. Why ? — Because it is not a King 5 seal. 

946. Do you consider the acts of a servant appointed by the preceding Sovereign 
without the sanction and authority of the reigning one, to be invalid? — It appears 
to me that there are certain offices that may be granted and continue good to the 
grantee, notwithstanding the death of the Sovereign who granted them ; but there 
are others, peculiar offices, that cannot be granted for the life of his successor. 

947. Now what are the offices that may be granted by the reigning Sovereign to 
remain effectual during the lifetime of his successor ? — I think the exception is 
limited to very peculiar offices, to the keepers of the different seals ; when these 
cease to be the seals of the Sovereigns appointing them, then the appointment seems 
to me to be at the disposal of the succeeding Sovereign. 

948. Your objection is founded on the nature of those peculiar offices ?— Yes. 

949. And as far as you have hitherto stated, is restricted to offices the functions 
of which are executed by affixing seals? — Yes. 

050. The seal always' changing with the Monarch?— Yes 

951. There are other offices in Chancery held by Lord Loughborough and John 
Dundas ?— Yes j those are in the appointment of the director of Chancery, Lord 

^^95^ And of course partake of his authority; if his office is good he has autho- 
rity to appoint them ? Yes. .... , rr r J-4. f 

053. Are you aware of any Act of Parliament limiting the office of alitor of 
the Exchequer?— It is under the nth section of the 57th of George the Tffird. 
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Now there is an office of a different nature, the chamberlain of Ettrick 
now held by Lord Dunglas, under warrant granted to him by George 



the Fourth, dated July 1827, with a salary of 300 i. chargeable on the hereditary 
revenues of the Crown; do you know what has been the practice, and who has held 
that situation previously to Lord Dunglas ? — I think it was a Mr. Pring e. 

OK. Do you know tor what period he held it, and whether by patent or how ? 
He held it by patent, I suppose for twenty years, on the same terms as the 

Cm he hold that'situation under William the Fourth, by j 

I have stated?— I think it is in the same situation as the keeper of the Register ot 
Sasines and the director of Chancery. . - , 

957. Do you consider that he ought to receive or can receive his salary from the 
lieredltary revenues of the Crown, under William the Fourth, he taving^ranted all 
the hereitary revenues of Scotland to the public m return for his civil list.-l 

that the reigning sovereign can burthen the h^^ 
reveres of his successor, such hereditary revenues being given up by that successor 

to the public? — I should think not. r t j i 5 t UstrrA cAfsn a 

9.59.^ Have you had the patent before you of Lord Dunglas.— I have 

“960.^ You have not considered the question, with reference to the Act giving up 

* yoTMly aware of the terms of the surrender of the hereditary reve- 

nues? — No. . , . 

r- rr't . that nnestionr— 

962. Then you are not mas 



I situation to answer that question? 
I 



-I am not. 

963. Then 
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963. Then I wish to ask you with respect to the office of Lord Justice General 
held by the Duke of Montrose for life, under a commission dated th? 4th of 
January 1795, do you consider that office to partake of the objections which you 
have stated with regard to the Signet and Privy Seal? — No, it is a judicial 
appointment. 

964. Do. you consider that judges can continue their offices, and execute their 

duties, without a new commission under every Sovereign ? — I understand there is 
never any new commission; the judges never receive new commissions; thejudoes 
of the Court of Session and Justiciary get no new commissions. ® 

965. Then I wish to ask you with respect to the principal clerk of Justiciary 

Mr. Patrick Boyle, what are his duties? — He acts as principal clerk, to the court 
but his is entirely a sinecure; he never does act. ’ 

966. Do you consider this situation under the same circumstances as the register 

of the Sasines ? — It is in the power of the Lord Justice Clerk to orant the com- 
mission to whom he pleases ; formerly it used to be sold, and it has always been 
granted for life to the person holding it, who is not removable on the change of 
Lord Justice Clerk. ® 

967. Did Mr. Patrick Boyle purchase his office ?— He received it from his father. 

968. There is another appointment, general of Mint, now held by the Honour- 
able George Elliott; it is held during pleasure, under a warrant of the 13th of 
December 1806, renewed the 19th of November 1830 ; what is the nature of the 
duties of that office? — I believe it is a perfect sinecure. 

969. And is the other, the master and worker of the Mint, the same? Yes. 

970. I see the appointment of King’s almoner? — Yes. 

971. Do you know whether that has been held for life ; it is stated here to be 
during His Majesty’s pleasure ?— It is during His Majesty’s pleasure, but I never 
knew’ an instance of the holder being removed. 

972. What duties has be?— There is a fund in the Exchequer of 2,000/. a year, 
that is distributed by the Barons of Scotland, in small sums of charity, to different 
persons, which the almoner or his deputy pays. 

973. What is the nature of the duties of clerk of the Notaries ?— The clerk of 
the Notaries is for the admission of notaries public ; they are admitted by the Court 
of Session, and the clerk of the Notaries -does the official duty of carrying through 
their appointment. 

974 * The Act of the 57 ^^ of George the Third directs its regulation ; are you 
aware whether any regulation has been made ?— It has been regulated. 

Roderick Mackenzie, Esquire, Writer to the Signet, called in ; and Examined. 

975 - WHAT public situation do you hold in Scotland? — Agent or solicitor for 
the Officers of Stale. ° 

976. What is the nature of the peculiar duties you have to perform ? — To defend 
and prosecute for the rights of the Crown in all actions in the Court of Session, and 
otherwise to protect the Crown’s interests. 

977 * Are you a writer to the Signet Yes. 

978. How long have you been appointed ? — Ab'out two years and a half. 

979. Have you any salary?— No salary. 

980. No fees connected with it? — None, excepting merely professional fees. 

1 charge the Crown the same as any other client; and the Crown business I con- 
duct under the authority of the Lord Advocate and the Solicitor General. 

o r • ’ under the authority of the Lord Advocate and the 

Solicitor General ?— Yes ; as agent for the Officers of State. 

9®2.^ During the time you have been in office, have you had occasion to consider 
the duties and the nature of patent offices under the Crown in Scotland? — There 
have been two cases in which I bad occasion to consider that question. 

9 ° 3 - Is there any professional objection to your stating them ?— None. I spoke 
0 the Lord Advocate on the subject, and he said there was not the least objection 
to my cornmunicating any thing that was desired. 

9 ° 4 - WiU you state what are the cases of the patents you have alluded to? — The 
mst case that occurred, related to the patent of the Right honourable William 

Dundas, as keeper of the Signet. 

985* And register of Sasines? — No, only, his patent as keeper of the Signet; 
and the matter originated in this way. The keeper, Mr. Dundas, made an appoint- 
ment ot a deputy keeper, which offended a majority of the Society of Writers to the' 

Signet ; 
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Signet ; they in consequence appointed a committee of their number, to examine 
and report as to his powers to do so. In the course of their investigations, the 
committee thought they discovered a flaw in his appointment : the matter came 
into court, and I was directed by the Solicitor General, in. consequence, to examine 
the patent and Act of Parliament, and to lay a case before him for his 
consideration. 

986. Can you state what was the result of your inquiry, and what was the 
nature of the memorial you submitted on that subject ? — I examined Mr. Dundas’s 
patents and the Act of Parliament passed in 1817, for regulating certain patent 
offices in Scotland. 

987. The 57th of George the Third, chapter 64? — ^Yes; and upon examining 
the patents and that Act, I made up a case which I laid before the Solicitor 
General for his opinion. The Solicitor General gave it as his opinion, that the 
patent was a good one. 

988. But what was your opinion on that subject? — Why, the opinion that was 
generally formed by the committee and many members of the Society of Writers 
to the Signet, and myself among others, as to that patent, was, that it was void by 
the death of the King. 

989. On what ground did you form that opinion ? — We conceived that the King 
had not a right to appoint a keeper of the Signet to his successor ; that was the 
principal ground. 

990. The Solicitor General was of a different opinion ? — Yes. 

991. And that point was specifically brought before the Solicitor General in the 

case? — Yes. ^ 

992. Was it submitted to a court of law at all ? — No. 

993. Was it not your duty to bring it before a court of law, where doubts 
existed on that subject? — I have no power to do so, unless directed by the Lord 
Advocate or Solicitor General. My duties are merely ministerial. 

994. You say it was the general opinion of the writers to the Signet, a'; well as 
yourself? — A committee of the writers to the Signet reported to that effect. 

995. Then did the Society of Writers institute a committee to inquire into the 
legality of the offices held by Mr. William Dundas ? — ^Yes, I believe that was one 
of the powers committed to them. 

996. Can you furnish me with a copy of that report ? — I have it not. 

997. That was in consequence of their being offended at the appointment? — Yes. 

99k Did they proceed to take any legal steps towards removing him?— No, 

they did not. 

999. Ha,ve they any power to do it? — They might have proceeded in this way ; 
they might have instituted an action to make void the appointment of Mr. Hope, 
and his right to act as their chairman, if they could have discovered any flaw in the 
patent of Mr. Dundas. 

1000. Did they take any steps to prevent his performing his duty as deputy 
keeper of the Signet ? — Yes, they did. 

1001. What steps did they take ? — They instituted before the Court of Session 

some proceedings, (I forget the nature of them,) with a view principally, I believe, 
of preventing him from taking chair at meetings of the society. * 

1002. What was the result of their taking those proceedings ? — I do not think 
the cause ever came to trial, for this reason; that the society were applying at that 
time, either to Parliament for a Bill or to the King for a charter, to incorporate 
them, I forget which ; but amongst the rest of the provisions of the Act or charter 
this point was to be settled. 

1003. Did that Bill go on ? — Why, I believe it was introduced into the House of 
Lords. It certainly has not gone on, nor has the chatter yet been obtained. 

1004. In the meantime he continues to perform his duties as deputy of the 
keeper of the Signet? — He was not a writer to the Signet at the time he was 
appointed, but he has since then become one. 

1005. And therefore the objection is removed? — Yes. 

1 006. Do you know whether the present holder of that office, William Dundas, 
has a commission under the present King ?—I made inquiries at the time I pre- 
pared the case, and I could discover none ; and I stated there was none in the case 
I prepared. 

1007. Was that part of the objection also taken to the legality of his office? 
— Yes. 

1008. And that was to be found in the memorial? — Yes, in the case. 

I 2 1009. Was 
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1009. Was the Lord Advocate’s opinion taken on this point?— The Solicito 

General directed me in his Opinion to send the case and his Opinion to the Lord 
Advocate, who happened to be in London at the time, in order that his Lordshi 
might take such ulterior measures as he should think proper. I did so but I eo*t 
no further instructions on the subject. ’ . ° 

1010. You did not hear from the Lord. Advocate on the subject? No. 

1011. What ulterior measures do you allude to that he might have taken 5 — 

If the advisers of the Crown had considered that Mr. Dundas’s patent was vo'd 
then roost probably his Lordship would have directed me to institute an action* f 
reduction in the Court of Session. “ 

1012. You had no instructions ? — None. 

1013. How did the case come before you; by whose direction? In Scotland 

the Crown Counsel, the Lord Advocate and the Solicitor General in his absenc 
are the parties consulted, and having the power of giving; directions on anv ohmh/’ 
affecting the interests of the Crown. ^ ^ °° 

1014. Any party may have a case drawn up for their opinion ? No not anv 

party. On this occasion I was directed by the Solicitor General, I believe aft/ 
the proceedings which were commenced by the Society of Writers to the Si<T] t 
in the Court ot Session had called his attention to the subject, to prenare thi«i raL 
and lay it before him. ' ^ 

1015. Whose duty is it to attend to the validity of the appointments of nublic 

officers in Scotland, and see that they are regularly appointed ; is there anv narfi. 
cular person? — There is no person that I am aware of. j t ' 

I oi6. Why did you submit the case to the Lord Advocate and Solicitor General 5 
—I did It by the instructions of the SolicitorGeneral, and the reason, I presume 
was, that Mr. Dundas, as keeper of the Signet, having the sole right of admit- 
ting writers to the Signet, whose duly it is to prepare all the writs unon which 
actions proceed in the Court of Session, the consequence of his patent being voided 
would be, to void all his appointments; and therefore it became an important 
public question as to the validity of the writs issued by virtue of his commission 
1017. Can you state whether the opinion of the committee of the writers to' the 
Signet has been altered or remains the same as to the illegality of the offlceP— 

1 have no means of knowing that. 

ih'«-®' Crown had been of opinion with the writers to 

the Signet that this appointment was illegal, it would, for the reasons inst now 

dett i-rsho'uTd tSksm ' 

Yes°'^' ''oultl have been going on of great importance?— 

of that opinion ?— I can 

read if * P^hvely what the Solicitor General’s opinion was, because 1 have 

to mt vihallif Treasury .r-I rather think the Lord Advocate stated 

to me, verbally that he had some communication with the Treasury 

AdvocL consider it the Ltyofthe Lord 

to™ was the Of importance, 

It woulTdenend ^ of the Lord Adyocate to havc tried the case before the court ?-^ 
wofld i thaf “ ““ b °nr Adyocate’s opinion on the point of law 

fres L I cf ib“ Lord Advocate had the same im- 

Mto beit iM r b® Tb‘f“b°^ the Society of Writers had, of Mr. Dundas’s 
patent being void, I should think he would do so, if the Government approved of it. 

I cZlot General’s Opinion ?-No, 

J 024. Was the case printed? — No. 

copf of ^ Lave no 

1026. Canyon tell us the date?-No, I cannot charge my memory with it. 
have been .rnl to the other case, what was the other case where you 

Ettrick ForeT Lord Dunglas as Chamberlain of 

an action have been taken in that.'- — I have been instructed to institute 

action ot reduction in the Court of Session for voiding the appointment. 

1030. By 
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1029. By whom have you been so instructed? — By the Lord Advocate, in the R.Macltenzie, 

first instance, and subsequently by the Commissioners of Woods and Forests. — : 

1030. Have you taken the opinion of the law officers of the Crown on that 24 Ajiril 1834 
subject ? — In consequence, I believe, of something that passed in the House of 
Commons, I was instructed by the Lord Advocate at once to institute the action. 

1031. And it is nowin progress? — Yes. 

1032. You are acting under the direction of the Lord Advocate? — Yes. 

1033. Is it not the custom to print the proceedings in the court as you go along? 

— Yes, it is. 

1 034. Have any part of the proceedings been printed ? — The first step taken is 
to serve Lord Dunglas with a copy of the summons, which has been printed. 

1035. Has that summons been served? — I sent instructions to Scotland, after 
having settled the terms of it with the Lord Advocate, the day before yesterday. 

1036. Has the summons been actually prepared ? — Yes. 

3037. When the summons is prepared, does it receive the sanction of the law 
officers of the Crown r — Not always. The summons is the writ by which the party 
is called into court, and the case for the Crown is stated in it. We are, therefore, 
very particular in preparing it, as a mistake in it would be of prejudice in the sub- 
sequent steps in the cause. To insure accuracy in stating the proper grounds of 
action, therefore, after I drafted the summons I got it printed and revised by the 
Lord Advocate. 

1038. Then you consider that contains the opinion and sanction of the Lord 
Advocate, otherwise you would not have sent it? — Decidedly so. The Lord 
Advocate in that case is, I believe, of opinion that the appointment of Lord Dunglas 
is void. 

1039. Can you furnish us with a copy, or state the grounds on which you applied 
to the court for a reduction of the office ? — I have it not here, but I can furnish it. 

1040. Perhaps you can state the substance nf it? — The summons calls on Lord 
Dunglas to produce before the court, in the first place, the warrant of his appoint- 
ment, then the commission under the Great Seal that followed, and which are stated 
to be hull and void. The summons then states the grounds for making the appoint- 
ment void to be, in the first place, that there are some errors in point of form ; in 
the second place, that the commission being granted by his Majesty George the Fourth* 
was void, because he bad no power to grant such a commission beyond his own life- 
time ; the third reason, to the best of my recollection, is founded upon the fact, that 
his Majesty George the Fourth had in that commission burthened the land revenue 
of Scotland with the payment of Lord Dunglas’s salary ; and then the last reason is, 
so far as I recollect it now, that the hereditary revenue of the Crown in«Scotland 
now forms part of the Consolidated Fund of the Empire, and so could not be appro- 
priated by his late Majesty inpayment of the salary of Lord Dunglas as Chamber- 
lain of Ettricic Forest, except during his own life. 

1041. Is it your opinion still, that those reasons you have assigned are valid 
against the appointment he holds? — Decidedly so. 

1042. Has he been applied to, to give up the appointment ? — The Lord Advocate 
stated to me that he had written to him on the subject, and that he had hot received 
any satisfactory answer. 

1043. Who pays the 300/. a year? — It is paid out of the revenues of Ettrick 
Forest and the Lordship of Dunbar. 

1044. By whom? — He is collector of the revenues of Ettrick Forest himself, 

and he is authorized by his patent to retain his salary out of that revenue, and if 
it fall short, from that of the Lordship of Dunbar. . . 

1045. Have any measures been taken to stop the payment, until the decision of 
the case? — N one that I am aware of. 

1046. Have the Commissioners of Woods and Forests put any other receiver in 
the place ? — No, they have not. It is not usual to take such steps until the termi- 
nation of the action. But there is a conclusion in the summons, that his Lordship 
shall repeat and repay the whole emoluments he has derived from the office. 

1047. When will this action be tried? — In this ensuing session, I suppose, which 
terminates in July. 

1048. Do you consider the reasons assigned in that summons for the reduction, 
to be peculiar to the case of Lord Dunglas, or applicable to all portions of here- 
ditary revenues ? — Why, the ground that I have stated to you as the second in the 
summons, that it was beyond the power of the late King to grant to Lord Dunglas 
a commission to take effect during the life of his successor, certainly appears to me 

13 '■ 
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to involve pretty much the same principle as that of the case of Mr. Will' 
Dundas ; but as far as regards the revenue it is different. ’ 

1049. Are you aware of the nature of the commission under which the Pr! 
Seal is held by Lord Melville at the present moment? — No, I am not farther a» 
of it, than seeing some return on the subject some time ago. 

1050. Has that come before yon to consider ?— No, it has not been considereH 

at ail by me in my official capacity. • 

1051. Have you had before you the legality of the warrants granted bv olhe 

than the reigning Monarch ?— No ; my consideration has not extended beyond the 
two cases I have mentioued. ^ 



LuiKEy 28“ die Aprilisy 1834. 

GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 

The Right Honourable Lord Ellenborough was then called in, and made the 
following Statement previously to being examined ; 

IT may be convenient that I should make one addition to the Letter I addressed 
■ to the Chairman of this Committee. In that Letter I stated that the interest of the 
Exchequer bills standing in the name of Chief Clerk was disposed of by the Lord 
Chief Justice during his life, and since his decease by me. The expression is 
strictly accurate ; at the same time I wish to add, that under the direction of the 
Lord Chief Justice, Mr. Osborne Markham and I, soon after our appointment to 
the office of chief clerk, in 181 1, made an order that the interest of those Exchequer 
bills should be carried to my private account; and it was so carried in part payment 
of the fixed allowance made to me bv the Lord Chief Justice. The interest was 
thus received by me, not in my own right, but as my father’s gift.” 

1052. The question to which the. Committee wish to call your Lordship'3 
attention, is as to the sum of 5,000 1 invested in Exchequer bills, to which the Letter 
hereinbefore named refers ; is there any act or rule of court making any direction as 
to the mvestment of all or part of the money held by your Lordship, as banker to the 
Court ?— I believe I have stated, in my Letter to Mr. Grote, the Chairman, that 
occasionally, on the application of parties, I understand the Court gives directions 
that specific sums standing in the name of particular causes should be invested in 
Exchequer bills. With the exception of those directions, I am not aware of the 
Court haying given any. There have been none for the investment of the sum 
standing in my name. 

the chief clerk has always been in the habit of«>xercising his own 
whaM^f “ "'“S P™pcr and prudent to make any investment, and 

I aDnwbenTffi ™alaimed funds standing in his name as banker ?- 

possessed that power. The 

t r“‘' predecessor in the office of chief clerk ?- 

UBllna Mr. Osborne Markham and Mr. Thomas 

the^tw ™‘“0"‘smade outof the money held by the chief clerk during 

thev transferrcH^fll^ hclieve soon after their appointment to the office 

hev X el *e LordChief Jnstice, to whom 

offiL fof a''0'7 act done by them in the execution of their 

r^coniunctl I “ade when, 

n^ conjunction with Mr. Osborne Markham, I was appointed to the office, in 

made'?i-R?tbe‘’4-‘"?''® '"I direction that investment of 5,000/. was 

whose arcmint th LordChief Justice, into whose name and into 

rets m ‘'y Lord Chief Justice 

the' ofe Markham and Le Blanc, are you aware who held 

with Lord' Stormont, ^ut Mr'.' W^y was ffiTsutivT'^ ® conjunction 

1058. And 
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iOo8. And during the time Mr. Way held the office, was any money invested in 
this way by him ? — I am not aware in what manner Mr. Way used the money he 
detached from the account standing in the name of the chief clerk ; but it would 
appear from the payment made by his executors of a sum nearly amounting to 
6 000 1 . that he had detached a sum to that amount from the account standing in 
the name of the chief clerk. That sum would further appear to have been kept at 
a different banker’s from that at which the chief clerk’s account is kept- Since the 
death of Mr. Way, all the money in the custody of the chief clerk has been kept at 
the same banker’s. 

] 059. Does it appear by any reference at what period that balance was detached ? 
I am not able to speak to that; I have no knowledge of it whatever. 

1060. Does your Lordship’s knowledge extend further back than Mr. Way, as 
to whether it was the practice of chief clerks who preceded him to detach money 
from the unclaimed funds in their hands, and employ it at their discretion? — My 
knowledge does not go to that, but it appears by a very old book in the office, that 
the accouut of sums now remaining in the hands of the chief clerk commences in 
the year 1717 ; but there is another book which carries back the account to 1713. 
When Lord Stormont and Mr. Way were appointed to the office, they required 
from the executors of the preceding chief clerk the payment of the sum appearing to 
stand in the chief clerk’s name as having been paid in and unpaid out between 1713 
and 1717. The executors stated to the court by affidavit, that they could not find 
that the previous chief clerk had ever received that money, and the court acquiesced 
in their reasons for not paying it over. 

]o6i. So that it would appear from that affidavit that there had been a defi- 
ciency in the accounts of the chief clerk who preceded Mr. Way? — It appears from 
that affidavit that the chief clerk who preceded Mr. Way never received but a small 
sum; I believe it is not much exceeding 100/., which stood in the names of particular 
causes between 1713 and 1717 ; that is all I know about it. 

1062. Your Lordship used the expression, thatMessrs. Markham and Le Blanc 
were accountable to the Chief Justice ? — Just so. 

iot)3. Is it understood that .the chief clerk acts under an accountability to the 
Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench with respect to this money ? — I apprehend 
the chief clerk is under the direction of the Court as to any public official act done 
by him in his situation as chief clerk ; but Mr. Le Blanc and Mr. Osborne Markham 
had entered into a trust agreement, by which they, in fact, became mere ministerial 
officers. The Chief Justice, aware of the extent to which they incurred risk from 
having standing in their names the sums paid in by the suitors, which are paid out 
on the drafts of the signers of the writs, thought it necessary to give to those gentle- 
men an indemnity bond to the extent of 10,000 /. ; and it was on the granting of 
that indemnity bond that the 5,060/. was paid into the Chief Justice’s name to 
diminish the risk ; he, however, soon afterwards paid it back into the name of the 
chief clerk. 

1064. Are accounts furnished annually, or at periodical intervals, to the Chief 
Justice, of the state of the balance in the hands of the chief clerk? — Never; I recol-. 
lect having spoken to Lord Tenlerden on the subject privately, because I was 
somewhat alarmed at the great increase of the balance, of the extent of which he 
was not aware. , 

1065. And did his Lordship, in consequence of your statement, suggest any 

proceeding to be taken, any steps to be taken ? — No ; I apprehend he had not the 
power of relieving me. oe • 1 

1066. There is no auditor who checks the account at all, no official person to 
whom the payments in and out of the hands of the chief clerk, are submitted for 
examination? — No; lam the chief officer of the court, The payments in are 
made by the attornies, I believe, in the particular causes ; they take the bankers 
receipt to the signers of the writs, and obtain their receipt; when the money is 

• paid out, the.signers of the writs give them a draft upon the bankers in the ^ame of 
the cause. I am, I believe, responsible ; but in point of fact I have no knowledge 



of the payments in or of the payments out. ht ttt tl 

1067. Who are the signers of the writs? — There are two; Mr. Wadham 
Wyndhara, and Mr. Horne. I had wished that the joint signature of both those 
•gentlemen should be necessary to give validity to a draft, but I found 111 point 01 



practice it could not be done. 

1068. Does your Lordship take security 
from each. 

I 4 



from those gentlemen? — I do^ 5,000/. 

1069. From 



Right Hon. 
Lord Elltnhorough. 

fiS April 1834. 
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I I ’°® 9 - From whom?— From Mr. Wadham Wyndham and Mr. Horne • in., 

Lo rd Etlcnioroug l,. pleasure. " ’ “ '* ® 

28 April 1834. ’“fo- 1 “ point of fact, has any loss ever been sustained by the chief clerk, within 

your knowledge, from misconduct or neglect on the part of the signers of the writs 5 
— I know of none ; I believe there is none ; I hope not. 

1071. Under what authority do they sign these writs?— Under rules of Court 

1072. Which are their vouchers for the signatures? — I apprehend so- th 

undoubtedly commit a misdemeanour if, without a rule of Court, they pav th^ 
money. I do not know whether, legally speaking, it is so, but it is a gr 4 t offenr 
if, without a rule of Court, they give any draft on the chief clerk. The Committep 
are probably aware that there is a special Act by which payments into the Court 
of Chancery are regulated, and that that account is kept at the Bank. I should hp 
very glad if my account was kept there. ° 

1073. In the event of the failure of your bankers, you would be obliged to pav 

or rather your executors would be obliged to pay over to your successor, the amount 
standing in your name at the time of the failure of your banker ?— Exactly so • and 
therefore it has always been deemed prudent to detach from the account standing 
at the chief clerk’s banker’s a portion of the sum to diminish his risk. ® 

1074. The chief clerk would be personally liable to answer the next draft made 
upon him by a rule of Court?— Undoubtedly ; if the bankers failed, he must find 
tile money as he could. 

107,5 Sappose Mr.Wyndham and the other party should draw without the 
order of the Court, What means has your Lordship of finding them out=— I am not 
aware that I have any means of immediate discovery. I think I gave a direction 
some httle time ago, which may give a certain degree of additional security I 
desired that the attorney in whose favour the draft was drawn should write his name 
across the front of it. I am not aware that there is any great security in that but 
It would make it an act of forgery. There is a liability to risk at times to the amount 
of nearly 30,000/. 

1076. Has ift ever been a matter of question within your Lordship’s knowledse 
m the event of any sum being detached from the Unclaimed fund in the hands of 
the chief clerk, and invested in productive securities, has it ever been a matter of 
question who was entitled to the interest of such securities ?— Never ■ there could 
be no doubt on the subject, I apprehend. The suitors evidently have no riglit to 
interest, for if they have, it would be unnecessary for the Court to direct the invest- 
meiit of a sum standing in the name of a particular cause ; and in fact it would be 
perfectly mpossible for occasionally sums are paid in one day, and are paid out 

• A f \ . u ^ ‘’““ds of the banker are very great 

indeed, but the sum of money in his hands at any one time, although latterly 

increased, has. rarely been above 23,000/. ° ^ 

belonli'n‘v?“*t' “ Am directions are given to invest moneyas 

belonging to this or that particular cause? -I do not think it is very common; in 
Aware t at the practice existed at all, until very recently, when on 

Ser! ed “ ““"I d i-iMsdiate inquiries, fearing that the 

oracers under me had improperly invested it. ^ ° 

,1078. Does the commission under which you act take any notice of balances 
“'eprofitable^se?-! have fn'rrpslLd to the “ 
^1“ find th/ /I d" K f ^ Aat patent I think you 

/ordsare ’ i” lam not exa/tly sure what the 

ooinfnut whether, there is any part which you can 

Sc mo/ev ,0'^ 7 , '■'SA to receive tL balances of the 

/nL t/ 'tave no public money in my hands, 

if it wme “Claimed funds in your hands ?— I apprehend, 

not aonrebetid P,,''’°rd profits would covet what is in question ; but I do 

not apprehend any specific power would be required for the purpose. • 

money /n/*" 5 '°“ “ >®'tty to make what use of the 

TudU " ‘“P^Jbe profits into your own pocketi-Iappre- 

ute^“e/rer:Lea;"wer'‘’^ ‘he CommS 

bv others enjoyed the profits arising from the power exercised 

extren^/f^ iA ’ ’ i?"® °*'=twise. It w?uld have been an act of 

m/f o/o^r “ f E^ehequer bills, and to have increased to the 

extent ot 5,000 f. my risk by placing that money at the banker’s. 

1083. Are 
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1083. ’ Are you aware by analogy how the profits of the suitors, called the dead Right Hon. 
or unclaimed fund, in the court of Chancery are applied? — I believe the money Lord iwentoroagA, 

belonging to the suitors in the court of Chancery is placed in the name of the - 

Accountant General at the bank under a particular Act of Parliament, and I only 28 April 1834. 

wish a similar Act was passed to meet my case. 

1084. Is not the interest accruing on those sums so invested, regularly brought 
tn the credit of the fund? — I believe it may, under a special Act of Parliatpent. 

Previously to the passing of that Act, I apprehend the interest was not taken for 
the benefit of the suitors, but for the benefit of the person in whose hands the money 
was deposited. * 

1085. Then did you apply to the Court for any authority under which you were 
lo act for the disposal of that money so invested? — No. 

1 086. Did any communication take place with the Lords of the Treasury or any 
other public authority on the subject of the balance? — When I appeared before the 
Commissioners of Compensation, I stated to them every thing I knew with respect 
to the application of the balance of these sums remaining in my hands. The Com- 
missioners made some report thereupon to the Lords of the Treasury, and I sub- 
sequently received a letter from the Under Secretary of the Treasury, requesting to 
know by what authority the sum of 5,000/. had been invested in Exchequer bills. 

To that letter I replied substantially, that I found the sum of 5000/. invested in 
Exchequer bills in the name of the chief clerk whe*n I was appointed to that office 
in Michaelmas term in 1811; that so it had remained till that day without increase 
or diminution at any time, the interest having been paid to my private account since 
the decease of the late Lord Chief Justice in December i8i8, when 1 came into 
the enjoyment of the emoluments of the office. I stated further that 1 was not 
aware that any other authority was either had or required for the original invest- 
ment of the sum, or for the receipt of interest thereon, than that of the chief clerk 
himself, who is the banker of the court. 

1087. Would it not be in your Lordship’s discretion to remove the account of 
the suitors’ fund from Messrs. Hoare’s to the Bank of England, if you so pleased? 

— I might do so, I apprehend, undoubtedly ; but in point of fact it would be very 
inconvenient to persons who pay money in, and who receive money out, to go to 
the Bank of England for the purpose; and further, although I might be considered 
as incurring a smaller risk at the Bank of England than I do at Messrs. Iloare’s 
(though in fact the risk is next to nothing with regard to the breaking of the 
banker), yet I should by no means diminish my risk from the possible fraud of the 
signers of the writs. 

1088. It would still only be a private account with the Bank of England? — 

Just so. 

1089. There is a phrase in your Lordship’s letter, in which you state that you 
consider the investment as adding to the security of the suitors ; are you not respon- 
sible, in the situation you hold, for the safe custody of the money ? — Certainly. 

1090. Then how could the investment in Exchequer bills add to their security, 
you being responsible ? — By adding to mine. I might find it very difficult to raise 
30,000/. if I lost it to morrow. 

1091. Do you, as the original holder of the office, give any security? — No. 

10Q2. Do you know whether any security, ac any period, was given by persons 

holding the office you now hold? — I apprehend not ; and I apprehend it is only 
in recent times that the sums paid into the hands of the chief clerk have been so 
considerable as to make it a matter of importance that any such should be given. • 

1093. After the communication you made to the Treasury, and that which you 
had with the Commissioners, are you aware whether, in fixing the compensation 
they awarded to you for the offices you held, the amount of money which you had 
received, or the interest of that money invested, formed any part of their considera- 
tion ? — Certainly not ; it was altogether excluded. I had suggested to them myself, 
that it was evidently a receipt that could not entitle me to compensation. 

1094. If so, does not the same principle exclude you from any fight to the 
retaining of it ? — 1 cannot understand that. I was not entitled to compensation, 
because it would have been most absurd and monstrous to call on the public to com- 
pensate me for the difference on the interest paid on Exchequer bills. You will 
perceive, that if I had compensation for that sura, the iriterest on Exchequer bills 
having been higher ten years agq than it is now, and the compensation being fixed 
according to the average receipt, the public would have been paying me as compen- 
sation, a hicfber interest than at the present time Exchequer bills bear. There was 

K another 
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Right Hon. another reason why the interest derived from these Exchequer bills could notbv 
laiiEUenborough, possibility become the subject of compensation ; that interest could in no manner Hp 
affected by any alteration that had taken place, or was likely to take place, in the 

2 pn 134* form of proceedings in courts of justice on which the compensation rested. ^ 

1095. There is an expression in your Lordship’s letter to the Committee which 
seems to demand some explanation ; it is stated there, that these Exchequer bills 
were purchased before the 31st of December 1806, with the sum of 5,000/' 
detached from the cash account standing in the chief clerk’s name, “ and small 
further sum of private money" ? — Just so. 

1096. Was that ^‘private money” property of the chief cferk himself and 
was it combined with this money of the suitors to make this purchase of Exchequer 
bills ? — There was a certain amount of interest due on the Exchequer bills which 
raised their value in the market beyond 5,000/., so that the sum of 5,000/. would 
not in itself have been sufficient to purchase 5,000/. in Exchequer bills, and the 
small difference was furnished from what I properly called “ private money,” for 
the purpose of making the investment equal to the sum detached. 

1097. I think I understood you to state, that between 1806 and 1 818, the inte- 
rest upon these 5,000/. Exchequer bills, was received by the Chief Justice himself? 
— I have already, in the explanation I made at the beginning of this day, stated to 
the Committee, that the expression used in that letter was strictly accurate, namely 
that the Chief J ustice disposed of it ; but in point of fact, under the direction of the 
Chief Justice, Mr. Osborne Markham and T, who held at his disposal the office of 
chief clerk, made an order directing that the interest of those Exchequer bills should 
be placed to my private account, and it was so received by me as a part of the 
fixed allowance I received from my father. I did not enjoy that interest in my own 
right, but as his gift, 

1098. Then in point of fact the Chief Justice entertained no doubt whatever of his 

right or the right of the chief clerk to appropriate the interest of this 5,000/. ? Not 

the smallest, nor Chief Justice Mansfield, for lie must have been cognizant of its 
having been done by Mr. Way. 

1099. I suppose Lord Tenterden was aware of it? — He never had the office in 
his gift. 

1100. He must have been aware of this sum ?— I cannot at this distance of time 
say whether I spoke to Lord Tenterden on the subject, but I most probably did 
when I mentioned the amount of the balance. 

1101. Can your Lordship tell me whether this point was considered by the Com- 
missioners of Compensation, and whether they gave any opinion on it ? I understood 
your Lordship to say you took the interest on the detached sum as part of the profits 
of the office; I find in the Act which gives the compensation (in the 7 th and 8th 
section) directs that all fees and emoluments received in respect of the said office 
shall continue to be .received, and in future be accounted for to the Treasury; did 
the Conmissioners of Compensation give any opinion how that would affect your 
title to the interest on these Exchequer bills ? — The Commissioners of Compensation 
made a report to the Treasury, in which it was stated that the amount of my legal 
fees, for which I was entitled to compensation, amounted to a certain sum ; and they 
stated one, I think, vei^ small fee ; I believe the receipt did not amount on an average 
to more than 4/. or 5 /. a year, for which 1 was notin their opinion entitled to compen- 
sation , they likewise stated the interest received on thfise Exchequer bills ; and upon 

report the letter I have before spoken of was addressed by me to 
the Ireasury. In my account to the Treasury delivered in every year, I state the 
amount of fees received by me for which compensation is allowed, and I state in a 
separate item the amount received for this small fee for W’hich compensation is not 
allowed, and likewise the sum received on account of the Exchequer bills. The 
compe^ation I receive is the difference between the fees received found to be legal 
by the Commissioners, and the average sum to which they found those fees amounted. 
1 ne small fee and the interest of the Exchequer bills is placed on neither side of the 
account ; it ’did not enter into their consideration for the purpose of compensation, 
and It does not of course diminish the amount of what I am otherwise entitled to 
receive. 

1 Lordship alludes to another sum of nearly 6,000/. detached by the 

ate chief clerk, Mr. Way ; can you tell how that is appropriated ?-^I have no know- 
leage of the manner in which he used that sum ; on his death it was paid back to 
me account ot the chief clerk by his executors, and of that sum I apprehend 5,000/. 
IS the sum now invested in these Exchequer bills. The difference betweeh the manner 

in 
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in which I deal with the surplus and in which he dealt with it, is this ; he detached Right Hon. 
altogether 6,oOO/., and used it, I knew not how j since his death 5,000/. have been Lord 
detached, and have been invested in Exchequer bills, and have always remained at _ 
the same banker’s at which the general account is kept. 

1103. These large sums which we see are only balances that happen at particular 
dates? — Occasionally large sums are paid in ; a year or two ago a sum of 9,000/. 
was paid in and remained to the credit of one particular cause, and 1 believe the 
sum of 15,000/. was once paid in in the same way. 

1104. Then these sums that appear in your Lordship’s account here do not re- 
present the average of the year under which they are entered, but denote the actual 

amounts in the hands of your bankers on the 31st of December in each year? 

Yes, just so ; I think every one of those sums is above the permanei^ average. 

1 1 05. The permanent average of the balance is not above 3,000/. or 4,000/. ? 

Rather above 3,000/. 

1106. In the event of there being any unusual accession made to this balance, 
do you consider it the duty of the signers of the writs to report it to your Lordship ? 

— They never have done so ; I found out a large increase by inquiry when I went to 
my banker’s once. It is very difficult to know what to do in a case of that kind ; the 
risk is very great, because the whole sum may be drawn- by the signer of the writs, 
and he may go off with it in a moment; at the same time it is a difficult thing to 
invest that sum, because all the drafts are paid at sight, and it might be called for 
the very next day. 

1107. Does your Lordship consider you have a right to receive any profit that 
would accrue by the investment of any part of the balance in a similar manner to 
the 5,000/. Exchequer bills? — I apprehend I have precisely the same right, but 
as I have stated more than once, I have abstained from exercising it. I knew 
I was quite right in receiving the interest of the Exchequer bills, and I did not 
choose to do a single thing as my own act that could by possibility be questioned 
by any one. There is some distinction between the remaining sum and that 5,000/. 

That 5,000/. can never, in human probability, be called for; the other sum may by 
possibility, and therefore the suitor might be put to inconvenience if any large 
portion of that was invested. 

1108. Does your Lordship consider that you are entitled to appropriate to your 
own use the unclaimed sums that have been standing over for a very long period? 

— I am not able to give an opinion on that subject ; I have never applied them ; 
and in my lifetime I never should desire that they should be applied, but it will be 
a question for my executors. I am not sure that I am not standing in the same 
situation as any other banker, who would consider that sums never called for might 
be appropriated by himself, he always remaining subject to be called on to produce 
them, if properly called on for that purpose. 

1109. Then your only title would be possession? — Nothing else; bull should 

say, nothing of that kind appears to have been done since the year 1717, and ^ 

certainly must have been done before that time. 

\The following Leiter was then read-l , 

LETTER from the Right honourable Lord EUenhorough to the 
Right honourable J. Stewart, 8ic. &c. &c. 

Sir, ii> Cadogan Place, July 9th 1832. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the- receipt of your Letter, desiring me to inform the 
Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury by what authority a sum of 5,000/., forming 
part of the balance of monies paid by suitors into Court, has been transferred from the 
general balance of my account as Chief Clerk to a separate account, and interest received 
by me thereon. 

I found this sum of 5,000/. invested in Exchequer Bills in the name of the Chief Clerk 
when I was appointed to that office in Michaelmas term 1811, and so it has remained to 
this day, without increase or diminution at any time ; the interest h^ing been paid to my 
private account since the decease of the late Lord Chief Justice in December 1818, when 

1 came into the enjoyment of the emoluments of the office. _ - , • • i- 

I am not aware that any other authority was either had or required for me original invest 
ment of this sum or for the receipt of interest thereon than that of the Chief Clerk himself, 
who is the banker of the Court. • , • 

Had this sura not been invested in the name of the Chief Clerk, it would have been in- 
vested by his bankers, and the interest thereon would have been received .by them instead 
of by him. 

^ , There 
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Right Hon. There was good reason for investing the sum in the name of the Chief Clerk, as he thereby 
Lord BUcnbmnigh. diminished his risk and increased the security of the suitors, the signers of the writs having 
— — — authority to draw upon his account. ® 

.28 April 1834. The balance in the hands of the banker has of late become so large that it has been 
a matter of doubt with me whether I ought not to add considerably to the sum so invested 
I should be very willing to forego the advantage I derive from the interest upon the 5,000/ 
Exchequer Bills, if 1 could be at the same time relieved from the responsibility attached to 
the custody of the suitors’ money ; but I can onljr relinquish the custody of the money and 
be relieved from the responsibility by an Act of Parliament. Provision might be made by 
Parliament for keeping the account in the name of the Court instead of that of the Chief 
Clerk, and the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury might be empowered to 
direct the Court to pay into the Treasury such portion of the balance of the suitors’ monies 
as might appear unlikely to be claimed. 

As the accoSht of monies now in Court commences in 1717, it is evident that the Chief 
Clerk has deemed himself entitled to retain for his own use monies, the demand for which 
had become next to impossible. There are now in Court various small sums amounting to 
1,600/., which have been unclaimed fordo years. 

However, without raising any claim to these and other sums which can never be claimed 
by the suitors, I shall be very ready to acquiesce in any measure which may authorize the 
payment of this balance to the public, provided I am relieved from the future custody of the 
suitors' monies. 

(signed) Ellenhorovgh. 



The Right Honourable The Lord Advocate, t 
was Examined. 



Member of the House, 



10. CAN your Lordship tell the Committee any thing about any of the sinecure 
s in Scotland, mentioned in the Return now before them? — I know something 



Right Hon. 1 1 1 C 

The Lord Advocate, offices i 

^ of a good number of those offices. 

1111. The Committee wish to call your attention first to the office of Lord 
Dunglas, the Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest? — believe the Committee are aware 
that that office was the subject of some discussion in the House of Commons last 
Session of Parliament, in the issue of which I expressed my own opinion, that the 
right of the Noble Person to hold that office, appeared to me to be very question- 
able ; that unless I received satisfaction on a private application, I should think it 
my duty to institute a proceeding for having it set aside in a court of law. 1 did 
afterwards communicate with Lord Dunglas, through a private friend of his Lord- 
ship’s ; but he declined making any explanation privately, and therefore I proceeded, 
m the course of this year, to direct a summons (which is the form of the writ used in 
Scotland for such purposes) to be executed against him, which I drafted and prepared 
myself, challenging the validity of the title under which he held that office. The 

come into court yet, owing to a little demur that arose on the part of 
the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, who had not been originally consulted, 
and who have now the interest in all hereditary revenues in Scotland. 

1 11 2. Could your Lordship state briefly to the Committee, the grounds on which 
you doubted the validity of that patent r — I had not then, and I must say I have 
not now, an unlimited confidence in the validity of the objection to that right. But 
a. very short explanation will put the Committee in possession of the grounds. On 
the accession of King George the Fourth, the late King, in whose time the grant 
was made, the whole hereditary revenue of the Crown was generally surrendered to 
the disposal of Parliament ; and it is known to the Committee, that in the Act 
settling the royal establishment at the commencement of the reign, the English 
hereditary revenue was carried to the credit of the Consolidated Fund, and a certain 
^lowance out of Civil List voted to His Majesty in lieu of it. But the heredi- 
tary revenue of t,coiland was not carried to the Consolidated Fund : but a clause 
was merely introduced into the Act, declaring that His Majesty should “ for the 
perio o ms hie, enjoy the said Scottish hereditary revenue, in the same way and 
manner as it had been enjoyed, during his life, by his predecessor King George the 
Imrd ; and on that footing the matter stood at the time of the grant to Lord 

ung as. Mow me Committee will see there is a difference in the position of these 
® revenue ; and the question comes to this, whether 

vested in the late King under ^parliamentary 
I should be clearly of opinion that, 
nis Majesty had no power, to bind a revenue in which he had only a life interest, 
beyond the period of his own life, and that therefore any grant of that revenue 

beyond 
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beyond the period of his own life, must fall on his demise. But the clause in the Right Hon. 
statute may perhaps be considered, and that will be the defence of Lord Dunglas, The LordAdvocate. 

as I take it, that it must be considered as a mere refusal, as it were, by the Parlia- "““*t 

ment, of the surrender of the Scottish hereditary revenue, and only a statutory a8 April 1834. 

recognition of His Majesty’s inherent right to it, in the same way as it had pre- 
viously belonged Ip him and his predecessors. The inclination of my own opinion still 
is, that it is to be held as a parliamentary grant, and that the King’s power over it 
was limited to a life interest ; that undoubtedly is my impression ; but of course, 
until one sees the argument that may b^brought forward on the opposite side, it is 
impossible to have an unlimited confidence in an impression of that sort. I may 
also mention, that it is matter of question how far, in a general and constitutional 
view, and independent of any surrender, it might be questionable whether the 
Kings of Scotland had any right, even before the Union, to bind the hereditary 
revenue of their kingdom beyond the period of their own life. And although that 
matter has not recently been brought into discussion as to Scotland, there are many 
statutes in the law of that country asserting and enacting the invalidity of any 
such grants of the Crown’s patrimony. I may only add, that I understand the 
Commissioners of Woods and Forests are now satisfied that the action should pro- 
ceed, and that it will probably come on for discussion in the approaching term of 
the Court of Session, in which 'court the suit is novppeuding. 

1113. Then, in fact, the trial of this patent of Lord Dunglas will soon come on 
before the Scottish law courts ?— I expect it will in the course of this summer. 

1114. At present, of course, no payment of the salary charged is made, until that 
is ascertained? — I should think not. 1 have not been consulted; but I should 
think there would be no issue pending the challenge. In fact it would be the only 
secure way of making the defendant put in his plea. 

1115. The doubts which your Lordship entertains as to the power of the Crown 
to grant any patent having force beyond the life of the Sovereign who grants, 
those doubts are confined to patents which confer offices paid out of the hereditary 
revenues of the Crow-n; they do not extend to other patent offices, the emoluments of 
which are not paid out of the hereditary revenues ?— My answer certainly applies 
directly only to that case, and to any case of grant out of the hereditary revenue. 

Undoubtedly there may be difficulties and doubts as to the validity of other patents ^ 

beyond the life of the King, though in conseqv^ce of long established, open and 
unquestioned usage, I hold that the King may hWe a power to grant offices of emolu- 
ment for a period beyond his own life, when such is the settled and constitutional 

nature, of the office, recognized and unchallenged for a long course of time. I have 
always understood, indeed, that by far the greater number of offices in both ends 
of the Island stand upon no other ground than that of such ancient and settled 
usage. 

1116. Ls there any thing in the Scottish law, independent of usage, which renders 
such patents invalid as are granted beyond the life of the Sovereign granting them, 
in regard to Scotland ? — I am rwjt aware that there is any thing that can be called 
pecuHar, eiffier.in enactment or in principle, that would rule such a case. 

1117. IlWegard to these other patent offices belonging to Scotland, which are 
granted for the lives of the holders, the keeper of His Majesty s Privy Seal, writer 
to the Privy Seal, and keeper of the Signet, your Lordship does not then entertain 
any doubt of the power of the Crown to grant those offices for the lives of the 
persons on whom thev are conferred, by a grant extending beyond the life of the 
granting Sovereign? — I should not wish to answer that question peremptorily, as 
to the whole of those offices, and I should rather wish to state my opinion, if the 
Committee think it worth while to ask it, as to the offices separately, because I do 
not look upon the whole of them as being in the same situation. Ihe office of the 
keeper of the Privy Seal especially is one that stands in a peculiar situation, both 
in respect of the nature of the office itself, and also of the series of grants that have 
been made since its first institution down to the present time. 1 hat office rnay be 
held to imply a peculiar and more immediate delegation of the higher functions-of 
the Sovereign ; the keeper of the Privy Seal, by >^ich His Majesty authenticates 
certain grants of importance; and if the question were raised now for the first time, 
or soon after the institution of such an office, I should be apt to say, u^n consti- 
tutional principles, that a grant of such an office beyond the life of the grantor 
would be invalid. But at the same time I do not think there is any thing in the 
Constitution that would absolutely control or take away the legalizing enect of a long, 

K 3 open 
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Right Hon. open and continued usage, especially if that were followed or accompanied h 
The Lord Advocate, parliamentary or other public recognitions of the existence of the office, as cJ. 

-1 g having such a duration. I may mention that my atteucion was called to this 
P particular office in the course of last year. I think it was by a communication from 

the Home Office, with reference to which there had been merely produced to th 
office records of the warrants to the holders of it from the Union in the year 1 7or 
downwards ; from which it appeared that at the time of the Union, and down t 
the year 1776, all the patents had been for the life of the King only, or during 
pleasure ; and that after 1 776 they had bSen for the life of the grantee, with one 
exception, in the year 1811, when the powers of royalty were in the Prince Resent 
in which the grant was made for the duration of the regency only. I thousht 
it necessary, when this matter was referred to me, to carry my inquiry further back 
in order to come at the fact of what the original and settled constitution of the 
office -was, and if it always had been so from the time of its institution ; and accord 
ingly I had a search made in the proper records in Scotland, which I afterwards 
lodged at the Plome Office along with my report, but which I find is gone, for the 
time at least, out of the hands of the persons in that office. I believe it was sent 
to the Attorney and Solicitor General for their opinion, and has not been returned 
I have now, however, in my hands the draft of my Report, which gives such an 
abstract of it as I think worJl^ be satisfactory tonhe Committee. I see it there 
stated, that the entries in the registry began in the year 1528, and that the first u 
appointments after that date, the last of which was in the year 1672, were uniformly 
for the life of the grantee. Then it appears that in the year 1685, which is the 
period approaching to the Revolution, and when its influence probably began to 
manifest itself in some degree, it is rather singular that the holder of the grant in the 
year 1672, which, as 1 have stated, was for life, appears to have surrendered the 
appointment, and taken a new appointment during pleasure only, beino the first of 
the grants of that description. That continued, from that time up to the period 
I have already mentioned of the year 1 776, the whole of which grants from the 
year 1685 to the year 1776, inclusive, are either in terms during pleasure till re- 
called by a regular revocation on the part of the Sovereign, or for the life’ of the 
King granting them. 

, 1118. How many appointments were there during that interval ?— I think it is 

stated that there are twelve,- ther|, are only three grants for life subsequent to the 
year 1776; of which one was in that year, one in the year. 1 800, and one being 
ttat which now subsists, in the year 1814. Now upon this state of the case the 
Coinmittee will perceive that, assuming the principle which I humbly incline to 
think should rule this question, namely, that the continued and setUed constitution 
ot such an office, being of a public and marked character, would render legal an 
appointment for life, although, upon constitutional principle, the propriety of such 
a grant might have been originally questioned. The Committee will pe'rceive the 
question here depends upon what, looking at the whole series of appointments, is to 
be considered as the legal and settled constitution of. this office. For nearly 60 years 
the grants have been generally for life, and it seems to me material to coMider that 
this form of tte grant, though no doubt after a long interval, is sulltantially a 
recurrence to what appears from the most ancient records to have been the origiml 
nature and constitution of the office. No doubt there was a long interval of prac- 
tice sanctioned while yet recent, in the best times, of a more correct and constitu- 
onal course of appointment, and that during a period of nearly j 00 years, from 
the year 1685 down to the year 1776, the appointments were all during pleasure, 
or for the life of the grantor. I really have not, therefore, a very clear or ? very. firm 
opinion, professionally or officially, upon the subject ; and I wish the Committee to 
understand that I am speaking upon it doubtfully ; the inclination of my own 
opinion, if the Committee wish to know it, is rather in favour of the legality of the 
subsisting grant; although I certainly think that upon the termination of the existing 

to recur to the practice in the days of 
mor? «P to the period of 1 776. I have nothing 

more to offer to the Committee upon this subject. “ 

Prill'c '"'th respect to the patent offices of keeper of the 

rrivy heal in Scotland, apply likewise to the other offices of writer to the Privy 
1 of the Signet?— I should think the office of writer to the Privy 

fcbow 1 connected with that of the keeper of the Privy Seal, 

must follow the same rule ; I should be apt to think it would. The condition of the 

keeper 
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keeper of the Signet is quite apart and peculiar. I thought I had, and I am almost Right Hon. 
sure I had, certain documents with regard to the warrants in past time for this TheLord Advocate, 
office j but I have not been able to lay my hands upon them yet ; I have written to ' ■ 

Scotland about them, and I have no doubt that I shall receive them in the course 
of a few days ; but from my own distinct recollection, I can say this much in regard 
to it : the duty of keeping the Signet, and of appointing deputy keepers, was 
originally, before the Union, in one of the Chief Secretaries of State for Scotland, 
ana as that officer was necessarily the holder of an office during pleasure only, of 
course, during that period, that part of his duty was held along with the rest upon 
such a tenure, and could not be upon any other. It passed to the new Secretary of 
State, upon every change in such an appointment, and of course his deputies, if he 
had any, went out of place with himself. After the Union, the appointment was 
in the Secretary of State for the Home Dl^partment down till the year 1746; after 
th^ date the office of keeper has always been held by commission'^uncler the Great 
Seal. But I really am not now able to say whether the whole of those appoint- 
ments have been for life or not; my impression is, that they are all for life; cer- 
tainly, the last appointment is for life ; there is no doubt of that ; indeed, I rather 
think from the time of the change in 1 740 it was so. 

1120. Is your Lordship of opinion that this was a strictly legal proceeding on the 
part of the Crown ; the office of keeper of the Signet having before been held by the 
Secretary, of State, and being of course during pleasure, had the Crown any proper 
powe^ of commuting that into an office granted for the life of the grantee by 
patent? — I should have thought that the appointment, if recently questioned, 
would not have been supported as legal ; but if the fact be that the appointments 
ever since. this change have been for life, having been, as I know they have been, 
the subject of statutory recognition, I mean noticed incidentally as being for life, in 
Acts of Parliament, I should be inclined to place that in the same category with 
the office of keeper of the Privy Seal, and other offices of a public character ; and 
indeed I should hesitate less to deal in this manner with this office, of which we 
are now speaking, because the writs to which the Signet is required are more of a 
judicial nature and at the control of a court of law, than acts of state or royal 
bounty, more personal to the Sovereign, like those that pass under the Privy Seal. 

1121. Is your Lordship aware of an Act of Parliament of the 57th of George 
the Third, which makes certain regulations with respect to the office of keeper of 
the Signet and of the Lord Register, after the termination of the existing interests ? 

— I am fully aware of the provisions of that Act. 

1 122. Is" it not provided by that Act of Parliament, that, after the termination 
of the existing interests, both those offices shall be discharged by one person for a 
salary of 1,200/. per annum fixed? — That is certainly the case, in the event 
occurring of there being a vacancy in one of the offices. Undoubtedly it is the 
purport of the Act, that upon the termination of the existing interests in both 
offices the duty shall be consolidated, and thejoint salary, the salary for both, I'educed 
to the sum of i,200/. a year. But though the clauses, of the Act are expressed in 
a very obscure and perplexed manner, I am of opinion that it was not intended that 
in any case the actual, holder of either office should, during his life, suffer any 
abatement of the existing salary or emoluments attached to such office; and I 
think, upon the whole, that the spirit and principle of the statute was correctly and 
sufficiently carried into effect by the union of the duties in the pei'son of the indi- 
vidual who held, at the time of the passing of the Act, the office of keeper of the 
Signet, to whom, upon the ddifei of the Lord Register, the duties and title of that 
office were transferred without any addition of salary. 

1123. Then the office of Lord Register is different from the Office of keeper 
of the Register of Sasines ? — Quite diferent. 

1124. Who is the Lord Register now ? — I think Mr. William Dundas. 

1125. Who was Lord Register previous to the appointment of Mr. William 
Dundas?— I think Mr. Colquhoun, of Kellennont ; he was in office at the time of 
the passing of the statute, and it was upon his death that the union took place in 
the offices, the salary of Lord Register being then suppressed. 

1 126. Then there was an office of Lord Register with affixed salary during the 
life of Mr. Colquhoun, was there ?— Certainly there was; upon the death of the 
Lord Register an appointment to that office was made out in favour ot Mp William 
Dundas, who then held the office of keeper of the Signet ; and according to my 
distinct recollection, though I have not recently seen the cooimission, no salary 
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Right Hon. whatever was given in respect of that appointment of Lord Register ; Mr. Diindas 
Th e Lord Advoc ate, notwithstanding, continuing to enjoy the salary and emoluments of keeper of the 
s8 April 1834. Signet. I have already said that this seems to me to have been an equitable and 
correct application of the principle of the' statute referred to ; and though there is 
great perplexity and room for technical objections from the wording of the 5th Sec- 
tion especially, I have no idea that it would have been just in itself, or at all 
warranted' by any provisions in that Act, to have struck down the allowance or 
salary of Mr. Dundas, when called upon to do the duties of both offices, to the sum 
of i,20o/. a year, .which, no doubt, upon the termination of the interests existingat 
the date of the statute, w’as in future to be the remuneration for performing both 
offices. I hold it to be clear that the principle of this Act of Parliamenf is to 
support the existing interests in both offices, during the period of the lives of the then 
holders, and I believe that to be a princij^e uniformly recognized in all similar Acts 
of provisional regulation ; and though the salary of 1,200 /. a year, ultimately con- 
templated as the proper payment for both offices, is mentioned as that to be given 
upon the renewal of the appointment of a Lord Register, I am very clearly of 
opinion that this could never have justified the diminution of the existing salary and 
emoluments of the continuing keeper of the Signet, merely in consequence of the 
offices and duties being united in his person by the pre-decease of the Lord Regis- 
ter. The perplexity arises from the salary of 1,200/. provided as the future 
remuneration for both offices, being attached to the first renewal of the appointment 
of Lord Register, and its being declared that such first new Lord Register shall 
also do the duties of keeper of the Signet. But this can never control the plain 
recognition of the familiar equitable principle to which I have already referred, and 
to which full effect is given in various express provisions of the Act. The manifest 
purpose was to unite the offices and duties as soon as one became vacant, giving no 
additional salary for this increase of duty to the survivor, and upon his death or 
resignation, to limit the future salary for the conjoined offices to 1,200/. But a 
diminution of salary to any of the holders at the passing of the Act is nowhere 
contemplated ; so long as they both survive, both salaries are to be paid in full. 
If the keeper of the Signet die first, his duties are to be thrown upon the surviving 
Lord Register without additional compensation, but he is to suffer no diminution 
his salary as Lord Register ; it being expressly provided that it is only on the 
appointment of a new Lord Register that the salary is to be reduced to 1,200/. 
There can be no doubt whatever as to either of these cases ; and though the provi- 
sion for the event (which has happened) of the Lord Register dying first is not so 
clearly expressed, no different rule could be applied without the most manifest 
inconsistency. 

1126^. Is it provided by the Act which regulates these two offices of keeper 
of the Signet and Lord Register, and which in the event of the decease of the present 
existing interest assigns a salary of 1 ,200 /. a year jointly to the holders of that office; 
IS It provided that the fees should terminate? — I think not ; the fees are directed to 
be regulated, I believe, by the statute, but they are not to cease. Provisions are 
made for their application to a fee-fund, and certain other purposes. 

• 2 ^^ Committee have before them in this Return various other Scottish 

judiQial offices, ffie Director of Chancery, Writers and Clerks in Chancery, Principal 
Auditor of the Exchequer, Presenter of Signatures in the Court of Exchequer, &c. 

f ^ i-f '-P ''’hether it has been the uniform practice to grant those 

othces tor life r— I have not required nor obtained any special details from the 
records of those ap^intments, but I understood lo^ ago that from the institution 
oitne new Court of Exchequer in Scotland, in the time of Queen Anne, and I believe 
lor a longer period, ail those offices were granted upon life patents; and I am aware 
a ID several statutes this* quality has been recognized as legal, by providing that 
compensation should be granted, as for life offices, to the holders of such of them as 
1 was t ought fit to abolish 5 and I have always understood that those that remain 
were held on the same tenure. 



112S. Is it the same too with regard to the office of Lord Justice General, and 
^ of Justiciary ?— I have always understood both of those to have 
. ^1 f ^^ 7 ? , ^fiices. In fact, the Lord Justice General, being a judicial officer, 

, in his character of a Judge, be clearly entitled to a life tenure, 
in Ih^n . Return, that of Principal Clerk of the Bills 

Qnri *1, Session, held by two gentlemen, the senior principal clerk Mr. Hope, 

e junior principal clerk Mr. Skene, it is asserted, in the Return before the 



Committee, 



% 
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Committee, that that office is not a sinecure; is your Lordship aware whether such Right Hon. 
is the fact? — I really cannot speak with great assurance to the condition of that The Lord Advocate. 

office, with which I have had no occasion to be personally much in contact. ! 

I believe there is a responsibility, certainly of a pretty serious nature, attaching to 
it; but my own impression is, that the actual duty and attendance is at all events 
not very heavy, and that it is chiefly performed by deputies. But I would rather not 
be understood as speaking positively on that subject. 

1130. Is there any pecuniary responsibility involved in them ?— Oh yes 1 very 

considerable. 

1131. Under what circumstances does that responsibility attach ? —I rather think 
in the Bill Chamber that sureties are generally required for the suitors enterincf the 
court, of whose sufficiency the clerk must be satisfied; and in the event of 'their 
failing, proving to have been at the time in such a situation as that with due 
diligence their insufficiency might have been discovered, the clerk will be held 
responsible for having received them as sufficient. There are also other responsibi- 
lities connected with the custody both of documents and sums of money which are 
placed in his charge. 

1 1 32. Is your Lordship acquainted with the office of keeper of the Great Seal of 
Scotland, which stands first in our Return? — I know generally the existence and 
character of that office. 

1133. That office appears to be held during pleasure ?— It has always been held 
during pleasure. 

1134. Does the Duke of Argyle perform any duties in person at all, or are the 
entire duties of the office discharged by deputy r — According to my belief and 
information, his Grace does not perform any personal duty. I believe it has 
always been considered as an office of state and dignity, of which the efficient 
duties are held to be properly committed to subordinate persons, and that it is 
emphatically a sinecure office. 

1135. The emoluments accrue entirely, at present, from fees upon the affixing of 
the sea! ? — I understand they do. 

1136. Who determines the amount of fees chargeable by those officers, the 
keeper of the Signet, and the keeper of Register of Seizins ? — I think they are regu- 
lated by statutes of some standing ; I do not now recollect the dates of the statutes, 
but I am almost sure that they are precisely regulated by statute. 

1137. Are there any other remarks which it %vould occur to your Lordship to 
make, in respect of any other of those offices ; they are almost all of them judi- 
cial ? — I am not aware that, beyond what I have stated, there is any thing which 
would be of use to the Committee. 

1138. With respect to the offices of principal usher and door-keeper of the 
Court of Exchequer, are the emoluments of those offices subject to legal inquiry? 

— There were two suits raised for the purpose of establishing a right to further 
emoluments than had been allowed, by Sir James Gibson Craig, a considerable 
time ago. I think those suits have been dormant for some considerable time, unless 
they have been very recently revived. I made a report, I think either to the 
Treasury or to the Commissioners of Woods and Forests, upon the supposed right 
to those additional emoluments, in the course of last summer, in which I recollect 
that I expressed an opinion that the claims were not well founded ; and rather 
recommended that, in a negociation that had then been begun, for buying up 
Sir James Gibson Craig’s interest in that office, with a view to its abolition, no 
allowance should be made and no compensation given for those supposed 
emoluments. 

^139* The office of Remembrancer for the Court of Exchequer in Scotland is 
held by Sir Henry Jardine ; that is an efficient office, is it not? — Yes, to which a 
very great deal of duty and responsibility has always been attached, and the duties 
of which have been materially enlarged by certain late regulations in the Treasury 
department. | 

iVb^e. — With reference to my former answer as to the terms in which the com- 
missioners to ikxeKee'persoftht 5 j^Me?have been granted since 1746, I wish to state, 
that I have now received extracts from the record of all these commissioners, from 
which it appears, that the first, in 1746, was “during pleasure only the second, 
in 1748, and the third, in 1761, for the life ^ the grantee; the fourth, in 1777 ? 
and the fifth, in 1779, during pleasure only ; me sijfth, in 1782 ; the seventh, in 
1792 ; the eighth, in 1800 ; and the ninth and last in 1814, all during the life of 
the grantee. 

L 
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T]ie Rt- Hon. 
T, F. Leviis, M. p. 



1 May 1834. 



JoviSf 1* die Maii, 1834. 



GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



The Right Honourable T. F. Zewis> a Member of the House, Examined. 

1 140. THE Commitlee understand that you hold a patent office in His Majesty’s- 
Customs? — Why, Sir, I once did hold such an office, but I have not held it for 
something approaching to twenty-five or twenty-six years ; the office to which vou 
allude came into my family (as I believe by purchase of a Sir Andrew King) in or 
about the year 1720, and by successive renewals of the patent has been continued 
in my family down to the present time. It was bequeathed to me by my father in 
his w’il! ; 1 held it for a certain number of years, during which lime it was not of 
any very considerable value, it netted to me, as well as I can recollect, between 
800/. or 1,000/. a year, on an average. It suited arrangements that it was expe- 
dient to make in my own family that I should transfer it to my mother, which I 
did by a deed executed about the year 1811, as well as I can recollect, I am not 
positive as to the date, it was there or thereabouts ; it was held in trust for her use 
and benefit by her brother-in-law, Robert Nicholas, Esquire, Chairman of the 
Board of Excise, and the net proceeds were annually received by her as they 
became due. In point of fact, from the time I have mentioned I ceased to have 
any control over or interest in the publication, and if I am not as peifectly informed 
on the subject as tlie Commiitee would expect of me, it arises from the circumstance 
of my long having ceased to have the superintendence of it, or the discharge of the 
duties connected w’ith it.' It is within my knowledge that, in the year 1817, the 
directors of the Custom-house Benevolent Fund applied to me personally, knowing 
that the office had been in my family, in order to be informed who were the persons 
with whom they could properly negociate for a transfer to them of the patent itself 
and the duties connected with it; 1 referred them to Mr. Nicholas, with him they 
negociated, and in consequence of that negociation an agreement was entered into, 
the ultimate effect of which was the transfer to the directors of the Custom-house 
Fund of the rights, duties, privileges and emoluments arising under the patent, upon 
terms specified in an agreement which was entered into between Mr. Nicholas and 
them ; that agreement involved the expediency of a surrender of the existing patent, 
and a new patent was granted by the Treasury for the purpose of enabling the 
agreement to be carried into effect, it being distinctly understood by the Treasury 
that the agreement was a beneficial one for the public service. In the mode 
therefore that I have described, my connection with the patent has been as it were 
twice removed, once by the (conveyance to my mother, and, secondly, by the 
transfer of it altogether, subject to a reserved annual payment (which payment is 
made to my mother) to the trustees of the Custom-house Benevolent Fund. This is 
an explanation which I have thought it right to make in consequence of the form in 
which the question was put to me, and the Committee are now therefore made 
acquainted with the right of possession in the patent. If they will give me leave, I 
will read for the information of the Committee, a paper which I have here : — 

" Copy of a RETURN made to the House of Commons, in pursuance of the Order, 
that a Copy of the Patent under which the Customs Bills of Entry in Great 
Britain are published, when and how it was renewed, by whom the right is now 
held, and for what purpose. 

“ The patent under which the Customs Bill of Entry are published does not extend to 
the whole of Great Britain, but only to England and Wales. A copy of this patent is 
hereunto annexed, and the same was renewed in 1817, and in manner following : — 

“ In the year 1816, under the authority of the Act 56 Geo. III. c. 73 (local), an institu- 
tion of the nature of a life insurance society, called the ‘ Customs, Annuity and Benevolent 
Fund, Was established at the Custom House in the Port of London, the object of which was 
to enable the officers and clerks of the Customs in England and Wales to make provision' 
at their deaths for their widows, children and dependant relatives, which should not be 
subject to any other claims. ^ 

• * ^ directors of this fund, having® ticed the inefficient manner in which the publican 

tion of the Bills of Entry was conducted were of opinion that if they could obtain the 
privilege of the patent they could, by improving its public utility, so increase its profits as 

that 
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that they should be able'to afford to the patentee his usual emolument, and at the same The Ri. Hon, 
time acquire a coirsiderable sum in aid of the premiums of insurance for the benefit of the T. F. Lewis, m.p. 
members of the fund. They accordingly made proposals to the patentee for the assignment ■ — 

of his rights in the patent, and a preliminary agreement to that effect was entered into < i May 1834. 
between nim and them, the completion of which was to depend upon the concurrence of 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury in those measures which were neces- 
eary to the carrying of that agreement into execution. 

" The patent then subsisting had, in like manner as the previous patents, been granted 
for thirty-one years, of which only about five years then remained unexpired. The directors 
therefore joined the patentee in a memorial to the Lords of the Treasury for a fresh 
renewal for the like term, explaining in that memorial to their Lordships, the purposes lor 
which they were parties to the same. 

“ In compliance with the prayer of this memorial a new patent for twenty-six years, to 
take effect at the termination of the subsisting patent, was granted to Robert Nicholas, 
esquire, who was trustee to the parties beneficially interested in the patent, and there- 
upon the rights of both patents were assigned to the Directors of the Customs Annuity 
and Benevolent Fund for the purposes of that institution by a deed dated 25th June i8ig, 
in which a rent-charge of 2,000/. per annum was reserved for the use and benefit of the 
patentee.” 

1141. Was the patent then renewed in the year 1817^ at the time when this 
transfer took place was a new patent granted ? — Yes, it was so, but I should state 
that the patents have always been renewed for successive periods of thirty:One 
yeara ; to the best of my recollection the renewal to my father must have taken 
place about the year 1788 or 1789, it was that patent which my father bequeathed 
to me. and it is that patent which was transferred by me to my mother, and the 
Committee will see, by calculating the years, that at the time when the directors 
of the Custom-house Fund applied for a transfer of it, there remained five or six 
years of the patent to my father unexpired. 

1142. Do the Committee understand you to state that the patent granted to 
your father in the year 1789 was for thirty-one years? — Yes. 

1143. It would therefore expire in the year 1819? — I think I recollect that 
when the renewal took place in the year 1789 there were two or three years of the 
existing patent unexpired, and the new patent took date from the expiration of the 
existing one, and that will explain the fact which I have alluded to; that in the 
year 1817 there was from five to six years to run. 

1144. That patent having expired in the year 1822, there was a fresh patent 
granted subsequently, was there not? — Yes, there was. It was stated in the 
memorial presented to the Treasury by the Custom-house Fund, that the» 
expenses they must necessarily incur in order to carry into effect the great 
iinprovements w'hich they intended to make in the publication would put them to 
so much expense that they could not undertake to engage in such expense without 
they had a longer period in prospect than the five years, the patentees gave up all 
possibility of increasing the income, which they were informed they might make by 
a change in their system during the five years which remained. In consideration 
of the value of this surrender, whereby the patentees gave up to the directors 
of tlie Benevolent Fund for the benefit of the public service, all that could be 
made by the improvement in the publication in the five years they possessed, it 
was thought to be fair and just that they should receive during the continuance of 
the new patent the net income they had cleared under the old one. 

1145. Then in point of fact an average was taken of the whole net income 

enjoyed by the patentee during the currency of the former patent, and the subse- 
quent arrangement was, that a fixed income equal to that should be insured for a 
given period ? — Just so. • -j ^ 

1146. For what period is that?^ — Until the purchase-money is paid. One of 
the objects of the persons who originally negociated for the transfer of the pat^t 
was to purchase it outright ; they wished to give a sum of money and to get qlit 
*of all claim on the part of my family, who had so long been possessed of it, and to 

Vest it entirely in the directors of the Fund. Mr. Nicholas, who acted on the part 
of my family, authorized by the persons beneficially interested in it, was perfectly 
ready to transfer the right if the inouey could be found to pay for it, and it was 
agreed that a sum of 28,000/. should be given for tlie right, to be paicl at four 
separate payments; very unfortunately in m'y opinion the Custom-house Fund have 
not been able to complete the purchase, and the agreement was, that until they 
completed the purchase they should pay the annuity 1 have staled, which annuity 
Was calculated upon the average net profit fov.the three preceding years ; peihaps 
I ought to say that, during the war, and during the peculiar state ot commerce that 
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The Rt. Hon. existed when the paper currency was at its highest, and when the embarrassments 
3’. F. Leads, m,p. of foreign commerce were very great, the information contained in this publication 

■ was peculiarly valuable to merchants, when all trade was so deranged and so 

1 May 1834. ^ speculative ; and at that time, I mean during the last four or five years of the war 
the amount of the income, although the publication I believe was not very well 
conducted, rose very much in annual value, it more than doubled any thing that 
had ever been received from it during the time when I myself was beneficiallv 
interested in it. ^ 

1 147. The rent-charge of the 2,ooof. ayear was then calculated upon the average 
of the net profits of the patent office during the three years precedingthe agreement?-^ 
The three years preceding the agreement, and that was the basis of the calculation 

1 148. You mentioned at the time when you held the office it never netted more 
800/. or 1,000/. a year to you ? — To the best of my recollection it did not average 
more than that. 

1149. What was the date of its being transferred from you to your mother? 

I have stated about the year 1811 or 1812, without referring to the document I 
could not state it more accurately. 

1150. Then subsequently to the year 1811 it was that the increase of value from 
1,000/. a year to 2,ooo/. a year took place? — Most assuredly. 

1151. You mention a negociation which was entered into for purchasing the 
patent outright at a sum of 28,000/., was the agreement an optional one, was it 
either that it should be purchased at that fixed sum, or that an annuity of 2,000/. 
a year should be secured for the term of twenty-six years beygnd 1822? — I believe 
that the trustees of the Custom-house Fund have at this moment a right to purcliase 
out the original patentees at the price of 28,000/. ; I believe that they have had 
that option from the first day when the transfer was made to them ; the covenant 
only was, that until they did pay that purchase-money they should pay the reserved 
rent, that is the nature of the agreement existing at this moment, and it is the only 
agreement that has ever exi.?ted between the patentees and the Custom-house Fund. 

1152. Then the matter is open at this moment to a purchase at the sum of 
28,000/..?— rUnquestionably it is so; but as an annuity for the years which remain 
unexpired of the patent, although amounting to 2,000/. a year, could not be sup- 
posed to be worth quite as much as 28,000/., although the patentees always claim 
a preference, in right of their long connection with the publication, to the benefits 
of any future renewal, yet, notwithstanding the prospective advantage from that 
claim, the parties interested being sincerely desirous now, as they were at the time 
of the original negociation with the directors of the fund, authorized me in 
November last to propose to the directors of the fund the absolute transfer of all 
claim of theirs onthe patent upon new terms, they proposed to refer to the table of 
annuities, according to which table the Government sells annuities for years, and 
adopting the standard fixed in those tables, to sell the annuity for the number of 
years wiiich now remained in the patent, abandoning therefore the claim to the 
28,000/., and their covenanted and stipulated claim to share in the benefits of a 
rena'val of the patent, and for that consideration to vest the whole absolute right 
and title to the publication in the directors of the fund. The directors of the fund 
replied, that they hardly thought they should be justified on the part of those for 
whom they acted in giving so large a price, and the negociation broke off. I am 
still authorized on the part of my mother, and my son, who is interested in the 
Tight after her, to say that they desire nothing more than the absolute and final 
transfer of the whole right to the directors of the fund upon terms that would be 
just and equitable between the parties. 

1153* In that offer do you include the contingent claim you might have to a 
renew al of the patent, as your father had had before you, at the termination of the 
pifsent existing period ?— In that offer the persons for whom 1 proposed it consi- 
dered themselves as willing to renounce every possible claim of every possible 
description which they either had or might ($t any time have both to the existing 
patent of the Bill of Entry and to a renewal at its expiration. 

Does the patent convey, in the terms in which it is framed, any contin- 
gent claim for a renewal? — No, certainly not, I will tell the Committee exactly 
DOW that stands. When the agreement was entered into between the patentees 
and the directors of the fund it was agreed prospectively that when a renewal at 
^y future time should be obtained, neither one party should throw the other over. 
Ibe patentee agreed that the Custom-house Fund should still go on if they would 
pay the 2,000/. a year, or the purchase-money, and the directors of the Custom- 
house 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




77 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 

house Fund agreed that they, on reciprocity, would not try to obtain for them- The Rt. Hon. 

selves a renewal of the patent and to throw the patentees and their annuity over. T. F. Lewis, m.p. 

That was thought equitable between the parties. I should state to the Committee, 

in fairness, that the Treasury could be no party to that, because the Treasury ^ 

would renew or not, as they thought fit ; but, as far as the parties were concerned, 

it was a distinct understanding that neither party should take advantage of the 

other. 

1155. The sum of 28,000^., then, was calculated upon the probability of the 
patent being perpetually renewed ? — Yes, certainly so. It was under that feeling 
and expectation. 

1156. You have stated that the negociation involved a new grant beneficial to 

the public service, in what way do you mean beneficial to the public ser'ifce? No 

doubt whatever was entertained at the time the patent was surrendered that a much 
larger income could be obtained from it than the 2,000^. a year which was made 
by my relations. It was shown that the publication might be very greatly improved, 
that much valuable information might, under the then circumstances of commerce, 
be communicated to the public by a different mode of management. It was thought, 
that if six, seven, or eight thousand pounds a year could be made by selling the 
paper at a fair price, and if all that was over and above the 2,000/. a year was 
carried to the Custom-house Fund, for the benefit and advantage of the clerks of 
the Custom-house, that was a great public advantage. I do not know to what 
extent these hopes were realized, but if 4,000/. a year, after paying the annuity to 
my mother, were realized for five years, then 20,000/. would have accrued to the 
public service during the five years of the existing patent surrendered by my 
family, and even this was an advantage of much importance. I know from Mr. 

Harrison, who was then in the Treasury, (for he himself told me so in the only 
conversation I ever had with him upon it,) that he considered it an important 
public advantage; and moreover that the prevailing upon the existing patentees to 
surrender absolutely their claim to a renewal in their own favour only whenever 
the patent should expire was also a consideration of some value, and was 
entitled to some consideration in the annuity fixed, and in the purchase-money 
agreed upon. 

1157. Then the benefit to the public ser\dce mentioned by you is meant benefit 
to the annuity and benevolent fund and not to the public ? — Give me leave to 
explain. In the first place I consider the publication itself is of very great use to 
the commercial world, I consider the opportunity the patentees gave for making 
the suggested improvements by their surrender of the patent was one advantage to 
all persons engaged in commerce in London. Then, again, I entertain no doubt 
whatever that the application of the money according to the rules of the Custom- 
house Benevolent Fund is an advantage to the public service, inasmuch as it is 
a part payment to the persons engaged in the Custom-house, for if they derive 
considerable emoluments from the Custom-house Benevolent Fund over and above 
the money thev subscribe to it, out of the money arising from the sale of this 
publication, they are thereby placed in a situation to require less in the nature of 
retired allowance or provision for widows, than they would require if no such advan- 
tage were held out to them when they enter into the service of the Customs. 

1158. Has there been alteration in the terms of charge for the Bills of Entry, 
and other papers furnished under the patent since you recollect ? — When the patent 
was transferred by me to my mother at the time I have alluded to I ceased 
altogether to superintend the details of it; since the transfer has been made to the 
directors of the Customs Fund they have altogether managed it, and my mother, 
receiving only a reserved rent, has abstained from ever asBng a question, indeed 
it was covenanted by the directors that the old patentees should not interfere. 

I remember myself that during the time when I managed the publication, and was 
interested in it, that some small increase in the annual charge took place ; the 
Committee must recollect that between the years 1 800 and 181 1, or 1812, in which 
it ceased to be mine, a great change took place in all prices ; printing and paper, 
like other things, became much dearer, and a corresponding addition was made to 
the price in consequence of it. It was at that time a very sbabby-looking publica- 
tion, it was printed on very coarse paper, and was altogether a cheap thing. 

11.59. Hid you submit the propriety of that increase to the Commissioners of 
the Customs or the Treasury, or any other persons, or was the increase made on 
your Own mere authority ?— On my authority only, on that matter no one has any 
right to interfere. The office of clerk of the Bills of Entry is in some points 

L 3 very 
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TheRt. Hon. very properly under the control of the Lords of tlie Treasury; it was especially 
T.F.Leriis, m.p. required to be so placed by Mr. Pitt, on the renewal in the year 1 789 ; I have no 

doubt also that the clerk of the Bills is and must be amenable in a certain decree 

t May 1834. (jomrnissioners of the Customs, but not with respect to the price at which 

the publication is sold. I have often known directions given by the Lords of the 
Treasury through the Commissioners of Customs, yet I never knew a word said on 
the subject of price. I believe that in my time the price was as low or lower than 
any similar publication in the market, had it been too high the subscription would 
soon have fallen off, and I should have suffered, but I never heard any complaint 
on the subject of price, though I sometimes have heard complaints of want of 
perfect accuracy in the publication. Would the Committee give me leave to 
explain \^at I mean when I say I have often known interferences on the part of 
the Treasury? Many times during the late war it was held to be injurious to 
commerce, particularly when Bonaparte’s decrees and the orders in council were in 
force, that the ports from which and to vvhich particular articles were imported and 
exported should be published, and directions were sent from the Treasury not to 
print the name, we will say of any port in possession of the French troops; the 
entries w^ere made in blank ; the merchants of the city of Loudon knew enough of 
the real state of commerce to understand where the goods came from and whither 
they went, but as that was not so distinctly understood on the other side of the 
water the ships were not condemned when they returned, we will say to the port of 
Hambro’ or the port of Flushing, or any port in the possession of the enemy, after 
an illegal voyage, although they would have been confiscated if it had been known 
when such a ship retnrneii, that she had landed her cargo in Great Britain instead 
of the foreign neutral port, for which she had nominally and fictitiously cleared out. 
On very many occasions during the war also directions were sent from the Treasury 
to omit altogether entries of the export of warlike stores, and it was in the contem- 
plation of the frequent occurrence of such matters that Mr. Pitt directed that the 
office should, by a provision in the patent, be placed under the full control of the 
Lords of the 1 reasury. 

1 160. Then are the Committee to understand that in point of fact the price at 
wdiich these Bills of Entry were to be Sold have been regulated solely by the 
patentee, and never have been interfered with by the Treasury to your knowledge? 
— 1 believe so. 

1161. You state that if the price had not been a fair price that the sale would 
have fallen off, was not the information which you could give only to be obtained 
from your office, whatever price might have been charged for the same ? — Certainly ; 
the clerk of the Bills of Entry is the only person authorized to publish the entries 
in the Custom-house books, or who can or ought to be permitted to do so; but t 
•own it never occurred to me to consider how far any advantage might be made of 
the exclusiveness, if 1 may so say, of that privilege; I have no doubt whatever 
that if the price had been materially raised that the sale of the publication would 
very much have fallen off, notwithstanding the value of the information it contained, 
but 1 can safely say that no attempt was ever made to force the price beyond the 
price of similar publications ; I do not think it ever was sold at any thing like as 
high a price as the Price Currents and other publications of the day, and as far as I 
am concerned I never heard a complaint of the price at which it was sold. I can 
assure the Committee that no attempt was ever made to force the price, I mean the 
fair price with reference to similar publications, and to the costs of printing and 
the labour and responsibility incurred. 

1162. By the nature xif the patent of the Bill of Entry could any competition, 
take place as to the price at which the information afforded under that patent could 
be sold r — It is a publication to which the principle of competition cannot in my 
opinion be applied. In one of the previous questions that was put to me the idea 
was suggested that the price might be under tlie control of the Lords of the Treasury, 
if any well-founded objection arose as to the price of the publication, it would 
appear to me that that would be a more practicable mode of regulating it than by any 
attempt of placing the publication under the influence of what is called competition. 
The duty of the clerk of the Bills of Entry is to publish the entries in the King’s 
books; the books at the Custom-house are no more, nor in any possible sense in a 
greater degree, the property of the public at large than the books in any merchant’s 
house. No printers can be permitted to go at their will and pleasure into the 
Custom-house to copy entries in the books for the sake of making them public any 
more than into the Ireasury, the Board of Trade, or the Foreign office. The duly 

e of 
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of managing the publication not only must be confided to some responsible person, 
but the interference with the duty of the clerks and the business of the clerks if all 
sorts of persons were to come in and copy what they pleased, when, and how they 
pleased, would be utterly intolerable; if that were allowed, the interference w’ould 
be such as to create very considerable obstruction to the business of the clerks of 
the Customs; moreover, I believe it has been found on many occasions that a 
disposition exists on the part of merchants to fee particular clerk.s for particular 
pieces of information, and this practice would be so material a breach of the rules 
of the Customs since the abolition of fees as to form in itself an absolute objection 
to such a state of things, if no other arose from it. I entertain therefore no doubt 
whatever that with reference to the publication of the information contained in the 
King’s books (which is absolutely necessary for the convenience of commerce), that 
it must always be placed in the hands of some responsible individual or individuals, 
and be entrusted to and confined in their hands only, and that necessity I believe 
will prevent the principle of competition from ever being applied to that publica- 
tion. It is on those grounds timt I come to the conclusion from a long experience 
in my early days of this publication, that if the price is to be regulated it had better 
be iu consultation with* the Tieasury than by any other means. No person but 
the clerk of the Bills of Entry is permitted to publish the contents of the Custom- 
house books, and therefore diere can be no competition. 

1 163. You have stated to the Committee that the price was a very fair price ? — 
When 1 had any thing to do with it I believe it w*as a very low price. 

1164. Are the Committee to understand that the price is such as similar publi- 
cations could be got at if competition existed, or that you have taken any trouble 
to ascertain the one comparatively with the other ? — I speak only to what it was. 
I can say nothing as to what it is. My connection with these publications ceased 
in the year 1811 or 1812. 

1165. Will you explain to the Committee why, previous to the transfer of the 

right to the directors of the Annuity and Benevolent Fund, the holders had not 
made those improvements which you anticipated for the public service? — The 
directors of the Custom-house Fund, from their extensive connection with the 
business of that office have it in their power to carry into effect a number of things 
■with reference to that publication which an individual as patentee could not effect. 
I believe there is in the business connected with it a weak point, if I so may say; 
the clerks in the Custom-house, if they are not interested in supporting the publi- 
cation, can, by taking fees and contributing information clandestinely by manuscript 
copies given to individuals, somewhat interfere with its sale, and I believe, that 
during the time I was interested in it, this used to a certain degree take place. 
Now the directors of the fund, aided and supported by the individuals in the 
office, can not only suppress this practice, but can give an activity and rapidity and 
correctness to the publication which no individual without their cordial support 
could do. That will explain to the Committee why, in the hands of individuals 
it was not as perfect, or as extensively useful, as it has since become. I believe 
also that Mr. Nicholas, who managed it for my mother, was not fully aware of the 
extent to which information might be afforded to the public under the powers of 
the patent. But the Committee will understand that it is mainly by the concurrent 
support of the clerks in the Customs that the publication can be made correct, 
rapid and valuable, and I hope the Committee will bear this in mind, because, in 
any suggestion that may be made for the management of this duty at the expiry 
of the present patent, I confidently assure them it will be found that this publica- 
tion cannot be manaijed in defiance of the clerks of the Customs. If you wish to 
have it correct and valuable you must interest the clerks of the Customs^generally 
in the support of it, and then it will be put on a footing on which the public will be 
essentially benefited bv it. . . 

1166. ‘You mentioned in the former part of your evidence that a negociation 
had been entered into to purchase this beneficial interest from you at the sum of 
28.000/. ? — It was so actually agreed. ■ 

1167. Was it to be paid in one sum or by instalments?— It was agreed to be 
paid at four instalments, or at once if the directors should so think fit. 

1168. None of those instalments have been paid, have they?— No, nothing has 
paid but the reserved rent. 



James- 



The Rt. Hfin. 
f. Lewis, M.p. 



1 May 1834. 
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James JD Hume. 
Esq. 



1 May 1834. 



James Deacon Hume, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 



]i6g, Mr. Hume, the Committee understand that you have been for a Ion? 
time in the Custom-house? — I had been till within these few years. I entered 
into the Custom-house in the year 1791. 

nyo. When did you leave the Custom-house for the Board of Trade? In the 

year 1828. 

117]. Previous to your leaving the Custom-house did you take an active part 
in these Bills of Entry to which relation has been made in the examination of 
Mr. Frankland Lewis ? — I rendered all the assistance which my advice and influence 
would be of, particularly in putting an end to many infractions of the patent 
by the clerks in the Custom-house ; but I did not work in any way in the 
matter. It may be as well to state that a person of the name of Ogilvy, who was 
a clerk in the Long-room, and who projected the Custom-house Fund, also 
suggested the idea of acquiring the exercise of this patent for the benefit of the 
fund. The chief management was given to him. 

1 172. In what year was that? — That was in the year 1817. 

1173. Has he continued in the chief management of it since? — He did continue 
in the chief management of it until his death, which^/was about a year ago. Mr. 
Ogilvy was a man of very great talent, and there was so much reliance by the 
Custom-house placed in his talent for the management of this thing, that one-half of 
the emoluments which the Custom-house derived was assigned to him for his 
trouble. 

1.174. At the time when that agreement was entered into by Mr. Frankland 
Lewis, did any material change or improvement follow in the mode of preparing 
the Bills of Entry? — Very great change and improvement certainly took place, and 
consequently there was a great increase in the revenue derived from it. 

1175. Were the Bills of Entry prepared before that period in such a manner as 
to afford very little information to purchasers? — Very little, indeed, I conceive, 
and certainly none to be depended upon. 

1176. Can you state to the Committee what alterations and improvements they 
were which were adopted when the office came under the regulation of the direc- 
tors of the fund ? — In order to give confidence to the publication the first step 
taken was to disturb a practice which had prevailed in the different offices at the 
Custom-house of taking a fee from any merchant who wished to have the publica- 
tion of his entry suppressed. 

1177. Was that practice common before? — It was as common as any thing else 
that I know of in the Custom-house. 

1178. Are you sure that this practice has ceased since the alteration ?— It has 
perfectly ceased, it ceased immediately. 

i would have ceased unless the clerks of the Custom-house 

had had an interest in the fund ; do you think by any other management it could have 
been rnade to cease ?— I can only say that it would be a gross breach of any 
clerks duty to do so, after it had been determined that the practice should cease, 
and we may suppose it less likely to occur now than formerly. 

1180. If the fact were as you state it, that it was the practice of merchants to 
procure suppressions of their own entries at pleasure, the aggregate returns to that 
extent would be vitiated in point of accuracy ? — No doubt they would ; but I do 
not mean to say that the clerks of the Custom-house, as clerks of the Custom-house 
suppressed the entries ; it was done by the clerk in the Custom-house who was 
employed by the patentee. He employed one or more of the clerks in the Long- 
room as his agents, to collect the information, and that clerk kept the particular 
entry out of the publication, for which he received a fee from the merchant. 

ySi Was the Lotig-room clerk paid by the patentee to collect the information ? 

I es, he was m that matter his servant. 

1182. Then he deputed another person to do the duty? — The chief clerk 
clerks m the Long-room to be his agents for conducting this business; that 

s incidental, he need not have done so unless he chose. ' He might have sent 
clerks of his nron. ® 



clerk a clerk in the pay of the public, and paid also for the 
other public duties which he had to do in the Long-room ?— The agent I allude to 
was a Clerk on the establishment; he need not have been so, that is to say, the 
patentee might have employed another person ; that clerk suppressed any entry for 

which 
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•which the merchant paid a half-crown, and which I have seen done a thousand 
times. 

1 1 84. Was that never brought to the notice of the Commissioners of the Customs 
of that day? — I think not, 1 do not conceive that the Commissioners, not being 
called upon, ever gave themselves any concern on the subject. 

118.'). Are yon aware that the patentee had a knowledge of that practice existing? 
—No, I am nut, but I imagine that he did not know it. 

1186. Then, in point of fact, what the merchant paid for under those circum- 
stances was, that any particular entry in the Custom-house books should be 
auppre.“sed in the oflicial Bill of Entry ? —He did so, and tlm new practice occasioned 
much emotion in the trade, there being a great many parties having different objects. 
There « ere as many merchants at first who wished for a continuance of the former 
practice as those who felt the increased value of the document, by reason of its 
discontinuance, but the desire of improving the document in the end prevailed. 

1187. At the time when this habit prevailed of obtaining suppressions at pleasure 
of this or that particular entry, was it not an understood thing by the general trade 
that the Bill of Entry was liable to that source of error and omission ? — I conceive 
it was, because the practice was very common, and probably all persons had on 
different occasions availed themselves of it. 

1 1 88. So that any merchant wishing to derive information by consulting the Bill 
of Entry would know that he wmuld have to make allowance for error or omission 
arising from this source.^ — I conceive that he was cognizant of the imperfection of 
the Bill of Entry. 

1189. And therefore deception as regarded the list only imposed upon distant 
and ignorant persons who were not acquainted with those mal-practices r — If there 
could be any persons who used the Bill of Entry and still were not acquainted with 
those practices they w'ould be deceived. 

1190. The omission in the Bill of Entry would hot have the effect of vitiating at 
all the accuracy of the official returns ultimately compiled for Parliament? — 
Certainly not, the accounts would be wholly distinct. 

1191. Are the Committee to understand that this practice of suppression has 
entirely ceased since that right was transferred from the patentee to the Benevolent 
Fund? — When first the omission of entries was refused it was complained of by 
many merchants ; the question, in the form of complaint, was brought before the 
Commissioners of Customs bv several persons about the year 1817, and after much 
discussion between the superior officers and the trade it was agreed that particular 
merchants might be allowed to postpone the publication of their outward entries 
for, I think, a fortnight ; the object ot suppression without eventually injuring the 
aggregate account in the publication being sufficiently attained by that delay. 

7 192. Was any payment made for that postponement of entry — A payment is 
made, and although the charge is heavy the produce is exceedingly small and unim- 
portant to the Custom-house Fund. The charge is made solely with a view of 

checking the practice without totally forlndding it. i ^ 

1193. Is that amount of fee brouglit to the credit of the Benevolent Fund . 

It is; but it is rather a fine than a fee, and the amount is trifling. 

1 194. To what credit was it placed, or who received the fees paid prior to the 
transfer to the Benevolent Fund, the fees for suppression; was it the clerk who 
received them or the patentee ?—I conceive the clerk, certainly, for his own use. 

1195. The deputy clerk?— The patentee’s clerk, or his agent, the clerk in the 

Long-room. . , , 

1196. The deputy employed by the patentee, if the Committee underetnnd you 
rightly, was a clerk in the Cu.stom-house, was he not?— Yes, he happened to 
be so. 

1197. He received the money, did he?— Yes, he did. • r 

1198. Was there not a clerk recently dismissed for receiving fees m the Custom- 
house at Liverpool ? — I understand there was. , , r . r>-n r 

1190. Was it in the Bill of 'Entry office ?— No, not a clerk of the Bill of 
Entry. I have uhderstood that a clerk in the Custom-house has been dismissed, or 
suspended, for giving out official information. It is only recently I came to hear 
any thing at all abou^t it. and I do not know the particulars. , . r f 

1200. Are not all the clerks in the Customs prevented from taking fees for 
business done by them? — Yes, they are. , r • 1 

1201.. Since what period is that?-For many years, as to official fees with cer- 
tain exceptions contained in the Act of Parliament. These exceptions have since 
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been repealed, and fees are now totally prohibited, and so also is every descrintio 
of agency. ^ ^ 

1202. How often is the Bill of Entry published? — It is published daily i 

London, ^ ^ 

1203. When was the Custom-house Benevolent Fund instituted? — In the 
1817. 

1204. Is it your opinion that .it would be impracticable to admit competition 
in respect of the publication of the Bills of Entry?- 1 think that it would be 
totally inadmissible with reference to the business of the Custom-house. 

1205. You are of opinion that the practical inconvenience which M'ould result 
from admitting various persons to consult the books would preponderate?— I think 
it could not possibly be borne; the evil would be intolerable. 

1206. Might not an officer in the establishment, acting under the authority and 
respotisibility of the Commissioners, make the requisite publications accurately 
and correctly, the public being charged for such expense as might be incurred for 

the same, with equal accuracy as is now done by the Benevolent Fund? I cou- 

ceive it is certainly practicable, but there would be much difficulty in attaching the 
responsibility with regard to the correctness. The present publishers have no 
direct responsibility, at the same time that they have every stimulus that man can 
have to make the account as perfect as it is practicable. 

1207. Are you aware what is the practice in France, Holland and other 
countries, and whether it is not the dut^ of that department to give the informa- 
tion to the public by their own establishment? — I am not aware that any publica- 
tion of the description ot the Bill of Entry is given officially in any country. 

1208. Is there not an office of Inspector-General of Imports and Exports, and if 
so what danger of inaccuracy would there be, or of difficulty, -in the publication 

being made from_ that office under his superintendance and responsibility ? There 

IS no absolute difficulty in any officer of the Crown publishing these accounts in, 
the same way that the Bill of Entry office publishes them. 

, ^ ^ whether any officer of the Customs could publish 

the Bills of Entry so correctly as they are now done, will you explain why there 
should be more difficulty in publishing those returns with accuracy than there is of 
keeping the many accounts of the Custom-house with accuracy? — He has ample 
Ume for checking and correcting. My previous answer went to the responsibility 
for the accuracy of the accounts. With reference to the dispatch necessary to 
publish m the morning the business of the preceding day, which is such as must 
subject the account to much risk of inaccuracy, and might involve the officer 
employed m a serious responsibility, without affecting the correctness by any 
errors that might be material to the trade. ^ ^ 

■ 1210. Is Mr. Plank the officer now who has the responsibility, or who has the 
duty to perform ; is he an officer in His Majesty’s service ?— No, he is not. 

1211. Is he better able to do the duty accurately, and with responsibility, by 
not being a public servant, than he would be if he were a public servant, which 
IZirT'"' mean to distinguish between the 

IIZZZ r ^ responsible, and that for which a 

anri li would be responsible, having at risk only his own emolument, 

and aiming at the degree of accuracy necessary for his interest and the credit of 
nis paper, 

individual not beloneing to tlie establish- 
inent, and publishing that Bill of Entry, will do the duty with more accuracy than 
e were a pu he servant, and adequately paid for performing the requisite duty? 

,0 o” R that he would, though I may believe so. 1 speak of responsibility, 
^nhr confidence in the present accuracy of the returns aS 

1 b ^ ^ public, have you? — Yes, they are as accurate as the most 
in tiem merchants have a reasonable confidence 

always as complete and comprehensive as it is desirable they 
Should be?— Various merchants have various objects; it is impossible to form a 
publication to suit every man’s views. ^ 

occasionally happened that omissions for want of room have 
^ in the list in which it is published? — The increase of ^business at the port 

or i^iverpool, had in a manner taken the Bill of Entry by surprise, and occasionallv 
the paper has been incapable of holding all the names of the ships of the day , but 
the principle of the publication has rendered this a matter of no serious importance 

to 
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to the trade, because the number of ships entered out every day was always given ; 
the number of ships clearing out every day was always given ; and, consequently, 
the number remaining on the books, as published in the bill of the preceding day, 
always enabled a broker or other interested person to see, by retrospect to that 
bill whether the ship of which he wanted information, still remained on those 
books. 

1216. Have no complaints been made on the subject of omission bv merchants? 
None to any official quarter. 

1217. If there had been auy complaints, is the Board of Trade the parties to 
whom application would be made ? — Some parties might perhaps state their case 
to the Board of Trade. 

1218. You have stated that up to the present period, as far as you know, 
merchants may, by paying a small fee, postpone the entry for fourteen days of 
goods received, do you think that a proper proceeding on the part of those who 
have a privilege of publishing a fair and correct account of the public entries; and 
do you think it ought to be continued ? — The postponement applies to goods out^ 
wards, and not to goods imported. No doubt it is critically wrong ; it is done 
greatly to the disinclination of the managers of the Bill of Entry, and has only been 
conceded after much resistance, because it is thought an adviseable exception to a 
general rule, having solely ih view the beneht of trade. The publishers would prefer 
to have the practice discontinued. 

1219. Mr. Frankland Lewis stated that the patent was given up ; he considered 
the patent to be given up in the year 1817, for the benefit of the public service ; do 
you agree with him in that opinion ? — I think that the improvements in the pub- 
lication are a benefit to trade, and that it is a public service ; and I think that the 
advantage derived by the widows and orphans of the servants of the public, by so 
easy a mode, may justly be considered as a public service also. 

1220. Mr. Frankland Lewis mentioned that the retired allowance was affected 
by it ; is that correct ? — lu one sense it is ; the plan of the subscription or premium 
by the officers and clerks to the Customs Fund, is, that it shall terminate at a certain 
period before the end of life; and consequently when that time arrives at which an 
officer upon superanuation is suffering some reduction of his income, his premium 
to the Custom’s Fund falls in, and that makes the superanuation more easy. 

1221. Then is the superannuation diminished or increased in consequence of that 

fund? — I have understood the Treasury to conceive that the public patronage 
received advantage from this mode of assisting officers, in making some provision 
for their widows and children. ■ 

1222. Is the circumstance of the party contributing to this fund, taken into con- 
sideration in case of superannuation ? — I am not av\’are that it is specifically 
considered. 

1223. Are there not two separate publications, the one the Bill of Entry, and 
the other the Trade List?— Yes, there are. 

1224. What is the difference between the two ? — The Bill of Entry is simply 
the daily account of the entries oi ships and merchandize at the Custom-house ; the 
Trade List gives once a w’eek a compendious statement of those accounts, togethei 
with the usual matter of a Price Current. The Trade List on the face of it, is no 
more than an ordinary Price Current, as the Prices Current are in the habit of 
copying and compiling information .from the Bills of Entry ; but the Trade List, 
which IS in fact a Price Current, has the advantage under the rights of the patent, 
of publishing that description of information in that compiled form, more early than 
the other Prices Current, who must copy it from the Bills of Enhy. 

1 225. There are Bills of Entry, (A.) and (B.), will you explain the difference ? 
The Bill (A.) relates to ships and cargoes reported inwards, and the Bill (B.) relates 
to goods entered inwards and outwards, and to ships entered outwards. 

1226. There is one question with»respect to the change which took place 

in the year 1817, that is with regard to the price that took place in the Bill ot 
Entry, at the time when the management was so much improved ; was there any 
increase of price charged?— The Bills underwent a total change ; but the prices 
received on the whole were certainly much more than that which had been received 
under the former system, when there was but one Bill, if we exclude a le 

money paid for information which that Bill did not even profess to supply. 

. 1227. Do you recollect what the increase of price was?—No, I do not ; I think 
that there were several changes before the plan and the prices were quite settle . 

2 1228. Was 
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1228. Was the increase of price sanctioned by the Commissioners? Nq • it 

was not deemed a point necessary to require their sanction. ’ 

1229. Then are the Committee to understand that the persons in possession of 
the patent may charge whatever price they please, and that there is no controlling 
power? — Certainly j in the first place they might charge what they pleased, whether 
it would be found that the power reserved to the Treasury would be sufficient to 
dictate any price, I do not pretend to say ; the office is conducted under the control 
of the Commissioners of the Customs, who may probably have the power to deter 
mine what price shall be paid ; but there is no specific power upon the subject. 

1230. Have they ever exercised that power ? — No. 

1231. Do you know of any instance where in any patent the Commsssioners of 

Customs have interfered unless specifically provided for in that deed ? I am not 

aware of any. 

1232. Then the Commissioners of Customs have never had an opportunity of 
expressing any opinion of the prices charged for, or the general administration of 
the Custom-house Bill of Entry? — I believe that the question has never 
brought before them. 

1233. Has there been any attempt ever made by other parties to publish a 
document in competition with the Custom-house Bill of Entry ? — When the patent 
was transferred to the Custom-house Fund, they found in the Custom-house several 
parties issuing information by manuscript to the trade, but this was suppressed. 

1234. Supposing any person in the course of the week issued a publication which 
would compete with the Custom’s Bill of Entry, could such publication by the power 
conferred by the patent be suppressed ?— I conceive it could, beyond a doubt, unless 
the matter were that which had been previously published by the Bill of Entry. 

1235. But if immediately after the Trade List is published a person publish infor- 
mation borrowed from the Trade List, such publication could be suppressed ? The 

Trade List would in this sense be like the Bill of Entryjaud whatever was there pub- 
lished might, with equal right, be copied. ^ 

1 236. Has there ever been any actual interposition of the law to prevent a 
person publishing a document in competition with the Bill of Entry ?-^I do not 
recollect any case of a publication containing any original matter which it was 
thougfit necessary to endeavour to suppress. 

1237. Do you think that the price charged for the Customs Bill of Entry bears 
a fair proportion to the price ch&rged for the Trade List?— The Trade List is a 
losing concern, but it is thought as well to have it as part of the set of publications 

1238. What IS the present charge ibr the Custom’s Bill of Entry ?~Xt is dven 

in the Return. ^ 



1239. Are there any other payments made whicli you are aware of beyond those 
thus made to the patentee and the Custom’s Benevolent Fund ’—I believe every 
sum received in every shape is carried to the general account of the fund, after 
payment of the rent to the patentee. ’ 

m Are you aware that, exclusive of the sums received for Bills of Entry and 
I rade List m the last year there was the sum of 2,349/. i6^. 8d. received for fees 
of suppression and furnishing separate manuscript information and details exclusive 
ot that m the printed papers r— I believe that some such sum was received, but I 
am not particularly acquainted with it. I now see that that sum was received as 
appears in the returns. 

1241 While you were in tl.e Customs, were the particular duties for which 
these extra sums were charged, ever submitted to the Commissioners ?— I conceive 
not ; I do not conceive that it is a question for the Commissioners. 

1242. Are you aware that the Trinity-house has for a series of years been 
obliged to 150 1. a year for being furnished with a list of entries and departures 
of ships- — Yes, I understand so. , ^ 

1243- Has that charge ever in any way been brought before the Treasury or the 

I am notWistinctly aware, but I think the matter 
Citsloms at the time when the contract 

was made with the Trinity-house. 

1244- Are you one of the trustees of the Benevolent Fund?— Yes, I am. 

of “ laestion whether in the examination of the accounts 

0 that fund how far that was a reasonable and proper charge by parties havinv the 

be aTel^ r^ ?-lt basTppeared to me to 

the partL wimpald h 



1246. To 
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1246. To pay 150/. a year for that which the Bill of Entries purports to give? — 
It is an account in a different shape, and made to suit the particular purposes of 
the Trinity-house. 

1247. Does it take peculiar and additional trouble the furnishing this account 
to the Trinity-house? — It does so; and the Trinity-house agreed to make the pay- 
ment as a compensation for the clerical labour. 

1248. Do you conceive that the sum of 150/. is not more than a reasonable com- 
pensation for the amount of extra labour? — I conceive that the patent rights are 
considered in that payment,— that is a matter of course. 

1240. What is the per centage, do you conceive, for the patent rights, and what 
would be a fair payment for the labourdone ? — I arn not quite aware of the quantity 
of labour thatit takes, but it is considerable. 

1250. Are there any rules which establish a certain amount to be paid for certain 
labour done ? — It is a matter of agreement between the parties. 

1251. Have you the copy of the agreement between Mr. Frankland Lewis and 
the Custom’s Benevolent Fund in the year 1817 ? — Tliat has been delivered. 



William Coles Dutton, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

1252. THE Committee understand you are in the Custom-house ? — Yes, I am. 

1253. How long have you been in that office? — Twenty-seven or twenty-eight 
years. 

1254. What situation do you hold ?— I am principal clerk in the secretary s 
office. ' 

1255. In the English Customs or the other ? — In the Custom-house, England. 

1256. Tlie Committee wish to receive from you information with respect to 
certain offices which are contained in page 33 of the Return before them, the first 
-of which is Deputy Searcher, Packer and Gauger in the port of Dublin. 

[The appointment of Mr. Larkin to that office was delivered in, and read as 
follows .•] 

WHEREAS bis present Majesty, King Geor?e the Third did, by Letters Patent, 
under the Great Seal, bearing date the 10th day of December, in the 28th year of the reign 
■of his present Majesty, give and grant unto Robert Earl of Leitrim, the otnee or ofhees ot 
Searcher, Packer and Gauger in tiie port of Dublin, and all and singular the ports, creeks 
••and bays thereunto belonging, together with all and singular the salaries, fees, perquisites, 
profits, advantages, &c., by law. custom or usage, at any time had received, held or 
enjoyed, with or for by reason of the said office or offices of Searcher,^ Pa^er and G-auger 
aforesaid, and also to have, hold, enjoy, exercise and execute the said office of Searcher, 
Packer and Gauger by any sufficient deputy or deputies as by the said Letters Patent 

“ Kn^rali men by these presents, That I the said Robert Earl of Leitrim, have nomi- 
nated, constituted and appointed, and do hereby nominate, constitute and appoint Charles 
Davrson Larkin, of the city of Dublin, gentleman, to be ray lawful depug for and m 
my place and stead, to act and execute as shall be thought fit the office or offices of 
■ Searcher. Packer and Gauger in the port of Dublin, and all and 
and bays thereunto belonging, giving and granting unto my said c epi y P 
authority to act and do evV«^atter.%ct and thing whatsoever which by vu ue of I 
Majesty’s said Letters Patent I might, could or ought to do for the better due 
execution and discharge of the trust and duty of the said office 
Packer and Gauger & the pqrt of Dublin aforesaid, m as lull and J 



1 migh^drif peTna^y 7 ^sZ: ffirt^eTgivmg and granring unto my said depug full 
power and all Lthorit/to, 



revenues to His Majesty belonging, arising auu ■ .v_ -j 

salaries, fees, perquisites, profits and advantages whatsoever gian ^ -j belondue- 
Patent, are to the^aid office or offices of Searcher, Packer anJ ^aagevafo esa.d 
or in anywise appertaining. This deputation to contmue during my will and pleasure. 



Given under my hand and seal the 5th day of July 1800. 

(signed) 



jMtrim. (seal.) 



1257. Wi* respect to that office, by whom is it now held?— 1 he office is 

the office actually abolished, or only prospectivdy to be abolished ?- 
I should wish to qualify my last answer, by stating that the office may be considered 
■as abolished ; there is no office bearing that title now m the Lustoms. 

1259. When was it abolished? — f cannot say the exact date 
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abolished, but I suppose it must have been at the time when the grant was made 
for compensation. There are no duties to perform now under that title j the duties 
merged at the time of the compensation, which was for the loss of fees under the 
Act of Parliament of the 48th Geo. 3, c. 56. 

1260. When was that compensation granted, and to whom? — It was a compen- 

sation granted by the warrant of the I.ord Lieutenant and the Lords of the Treasury 
in Ireland on the ist of March 1810, under the Act of the 48th of Geo. 3. ^ 

1261. To whom was the warrant issued? — To the then Commissioners of 
Customs in Ireland. 

1262. To whom was the compensation granted ? — To Mr. Larkin, the deputy 
searcher, &c. 

1263. Have you got the warrant of the Lords of the Treasury in Ireland in the 
.year 1810 granting the compensation to Mr. Larkin? — I have a copy of the 
warrant; the Duke of Richmond was at that time Lord- Lieutenant. 

1 264. Will you have the goodness to read it ?— 

Richmond, 8cc. — WHEREAS by an Act passed in the 48th year of his present 
Majesty’s reign, intituled, “An Act for abolishing Fees received by Officers in the service 
of the Customs in the several ports in Ireland, and for regulating the hours of attendance 
and the number of holidays to be observed by the said Officers and certain Officers of Excise ’* 
it is enacted, That from and after the ist day of January 1809, no fee, perquisite or reward 
whether pecuniary or of any other sort or description whatever, shall be required, taken or 
received from any person or persons whomsoever by any officer, clerk, deputy or other 

f erson appointed or acting under the Commissioners of Customs and Port Duties in 
relatid, or by any officer, derk, deputy or other person executing, performing or assistino- 
in the execution or performance of any of the duties, or acting by themselves or others iq 
any of the offices or employments in or belonging to His Majesty’s Customs or Port Duties 
in Ireland, for any service, ‘act, duty, matter or thing done or performed, or to be done or 
performed by any such officer, clerk, deputy or other person or persons on account of or 
relating to or under pretext of any such office or employment, except as is provided in such 
Act : it is also enacted by the said Act, That in order that proper condensation may be 
made to any officer, clerk or other person employed in or holding any office in the service 
of the Customs at any port in Ireland, who may sustain loss by the abolition of fees 
directed by said Act, that the Commissioners of Customs and Port Duties shall, immediately 
after tlie passing of the said Act, to prepare tables containing the annual amount of the 
fees, perquisites, gratuities and rewards, established by law or sanctioned by uninterrupted 
usage for 10 years last past, which each officer, clerk or other person as before meutioned, 
did receive for any service, act, matter or thing done or executed by him or them in the 
performance of the duties before mentioned, during the three years ending on the 1st day 
of January- 1804, together with the yearly average thereof, calculated on the amount of the 
said three years, exclusive of all gratuities, allowances or monies received by him or them 
out of His Majesty’s revenue, or out of any seizure, fine or forfeiture, and shall lay the 
same certified under their bauds before the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland, for the time being, and before the Commissioners foi’ executing the 
office of Lord High Treasurer: And it is further Enacted by the said Act, That the same 
Commissioners of Customs or Port Duties shall -pay or cause to be paid, to every such 
officer, clerk or other peison, such sums annually by way of compensation for his loss of 
fees, perquisites and gratuities under the said Act, not exceeding in any one year the 
average amount aforesaid, as the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of 
Ireland for the time being shall direct under his or their sign manual, countersigned by 
three or more of ffie said Commissioners for executing the office of Lord High Treasurer, 
to commence from the day such fees, perquisites and gratuities were discontinued, and to 
continue during the time such persons shall hold their respective offices or employments; 
and the said Commissioners of Customs and Port Duties having certified unto us, that the 
peraons hereafter mentioned have proved their claims to compensation for loss of fees, 
perquisites and gratuities, — By the Act aforesaid. We do hereby direct, That the said Com- 
missioners of Customs and Port Duties, shall annually pay or cause to be paid to the 
several officers the sums to their names ’ respectively hereinafter annexed, by way of com- 
pensation as aforesaid, the said yearly sums to commence and be payable from the said 
1st January 1809, and to continue respectively during the time that such officers shall 
continue to hold their said offices respectively. 

Then follows, among others, the name of Mr. Larkin, 400/. 

^ 265.'^ Is the grant for life, or during the time he holds the office ? — It is said 
f part of the warrant “ the said yearly sums to commence and be 

payable from the said isi day of January 1809, and to contiijue respectively during 
® such officers shall continue to hold their said offices respectively.” 

1200. Who pays the money now since that period ? — This money is paid by the 
collector at Dublin. } t' j 

1267. Under wbat warrant is it paid ? — Under the warrant of the 1st of March 
1810. 

1268. Whose 
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1268. Whose duty is it to order and check payments made of that nature ? — W. C,Du(ton,.Eici, 

The collector pays, and the comptroller is his checL 

1269. Is there no ulterior audit when those payments have been made ? — Tlie * 

comptroller-general of the Customs in London, and then subsequently the Com- 
missioners for auditing of Public Accounts. 

1270. Would the production of that warrant be sufficient to authorize their 
payment, that warrant stating that the payment was only during the continuance 
of his office ; in your opinion would that warrant sanction their paying it after his 
office had ceased ? — From this latter part of it I have some doubts, 1 had not read 
the warrant before coming here, and therefore was unacquainted with it. 

1271. When was his original grant or allowance? — I wrote to Ireland, and I 
crot this copy of warrant in return this morning, and I presume that to be the date 
of the original grant of compensation, the tst of March 1810. 

1272. Was it not granted in the life of George the Third during pleasure, and 
ought it not to have ceased at the King’s death ? — That I cannot answer, the duties 
of the office, I presume, still continue, although not performed by that person. 

1 273. What reason have you for believing that the duties of the office still subsist? 

— Because we have searchers, landing and coast-waiters, and gangers in Dublin. 

1274. Who performs the duties of those offices? — There are several officers of 
this description. 

1275. How are they paid? — By salary. 

1276. What relation have the offices which you have just alluded to to this, 
which professes to be held by Mr. Larkin, which is the office of deputy searcher, 
packer and gauger? — I am not aware of the exact duty performed by that person, 

I can only collect it from the title of the office of searcher, packer and gauger ; 
looking to the title of it I should consider that the duties of searcher and gauger 
are now performed by the officers denominated searcher, landing-waiter and gauger. 

1277. Were you yourself aware of the existence of an office entitled deputy 
searcher, packer and gauger of the port of Dublin, as held by Mr. Larkin ? — Not 
of my own knowledge. 

1278. You first learnt it from this return, did you?— Yes, and returns similar ; 
the memorandum in the first column of this return states that the Board of Customs 
transferred the duties of this office to the customer and comptroller of the port. 

1279. Are you aware whether this office has been abolished or not, under the 
authority given by the Act of Parliament — No, I am not ; I should rather conceive 
that it had, I am not aware of it. 

1280. You would rather conceive that it had been abolished ?— Yes. 

1281. There must be of course some document for the abolition of the office, if 
it has been abolished, must there not?— There must have been some order for the 
abolition of the office, if abolished, and which would have been given by the Lords 
of the Treasury. 

1282. Do the books exist so as to ascertain the fact whether it has or not been 
abolLhed according to law ? — We have no books in England, the books are all in 
Ireland, and I wrote to Dublin for copies of any warrants that might have related 
to the ofiices in question, and I had a letter irora the collector this morning, in 
which he informs me that he has had great difficulty in getting the information. 

1283. When were the Boards consolidated ? — In the year 1823. 

1284. The next office which appears in the return is the office of searcher, 
packer and gauger of Carrickfergus and Larne. 

{The appointment of Mr. Cooper to that office was delweredin, and read,as follows .-] 



GEORGE the Third, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Bntain and 
Ireland King, Befender of the I^ith, and so forth : To all unto whom these shall 

come, greeting ; Whereas by letters patent under the great seal of Ireland, We did grant 
the office or offices of searcher, packer and gauger, of the port of Camcktergus. Ireland, 
to Henry John Clements, esquire, during Our pleasure : And whereas we are minded to 
revoke and determine the said recited letters patent ; Know ye, therefore, That We, of Our 
'special grace, certam knowledge and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent 
of Our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin ^ad councillor, Philip Eyl of ^ 
wicke, Our Lieute^nt-General and General Governor of that part of Our United Ki^- 
dom, called Ireland, have revoked, determined and made n S 

do revoke, determine and make void the same ; Know ye further, That We. ^ 1*® 
special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent 
aforesail have give given and granted, and by these presents M e do give 
unto William Cooper, of the city of Dublin, esquire, the said office or offices of searcher, 
packer and gauger of the said port of Carrickfergus ; To have and to hold the same unto 
M 4 
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him the said William Cooper, during Our pleasure, together with all fees, salaries, profits 
perquisites and advantages whatsoever thereunto belonging or appertaining, in as large and' 
ample manner to all intents and purposes as the said Henry John Clements, or any other 
person or persons formerly held and enjoyed, or of right ought to have held and enioved 
the same, the said office or offices to be executed by him the said William Cooper, or his 
sufficient deputy or deputies, to be approved by Our said Lieutenant General and General 
Governor, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being : And Our 
further will and pleasure is, that these our letters patent or the enrolment thereof, shall be 
in all- things firm, valid, sufficient and effectual in the law unto the said William Cooper 
according to the true intent and meaning of these Our letters patent, withcmt any further 
order, grant or confirmation from us to be had. procured or obtained: Provided always 
that these Our letters patent be enrolled In the rolls of our High Court of Chancery m 
that part of Our United Kingdom called Ireland, within the space of six months next 
ensuing the date of these presents : In witness whereof, We have caused these Our seals 
to be made patent. Witness Our aforesaid Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland at Dublin, the twentieth day of March, in the forty-fourth year of Our reign. 



12S5. Can you give the Committee any information with respect to that office?. 
— Tiiere is the same warrant, and here is bis name, William (.Jooper, searcher of 
Belfast and Larne, for himself and deputy 287/. 1 6 j. id. Irish. ’ 

1286. The payment which you there mention is made under the authority of 
the same warrant as the preceding payment, is it? — Yes. 

1287. His office is especially enumerated in that warrant, is it? — It is. 

1288. The office was during the pleasure of George the Third, was it? — I do not 
know ; that depends upon the grant. 

1289. Are you aware whether that office is still an existent office? — I should say 
it was similarly circumstanced to the other. 

1290. Are there any duties still discharged by Mr. William Cooper? There 

do not appear to be any performed by Mr. Cooper. 

1291. The duties of searcher, packer and gauger are still performed, are you 
aware by vvhom they are performed? — No, I am not. 

1292. Is any correspondence ever held by the deputy with the Custom-house,, 
or by the person who discharges the duty of searcher, packer and gauger at Car- 
rickfergus? — I am not aw'are of any. 

1293. Now the third office in this return is the office of searcher, packer and 
gauger of Strangford and Donaghadee. 



[ 77 /e Patent of the Office was delivered in, and read, as follows -I 

GEORGE the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland King 
^fender of the Faith, and so forth : To all unto whom these presents shall come, greeting • 
Wheueas the offices of searcher, packer and gauger of the ports of Strangford and 
Donaghadee, with the creeks and members thereunto belonging or appertaining in Our 
^ngdom oflreland are now void and in Our disposal by the death of Mr. Charles Wynne; 
Know ye, therefore. That W e, of Our special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, by 
and witb the advme and consent of Our right trusty and right well-beloved cousin and 
councillor bimon Earl Harcourt, Our Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Our said 
kingdom ot Ireland, and according to the tenor and effect of Our letters under Our privy 
^gnet and sign manual, bearing date at Our Court of St. James the twentY-fourth of 
November, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, and the fifteenth year of Our 
reign, and now enrolled m the Rolls of Our High Court of Chancery in Our said kingdom of 
Ireland, have given and granted, and by these presents We do give and grant unto Our 
^usty and weTl-beloved John Hely Hutchinson, Doctor of Laws and Provost of Trinity 
I”® assigns, the said offices of searcher, packer and gaugei 
withm the I orts of Strangford and Donaghadee, and in all the creeks and members there- 
unto belonging, together with all fees, salaries, profits, perquisites, emoluments, benefits and 
advantages to the said offices belonging or appertaining; and him, the said John Hely 
Hutchinson and Ins assigns, Our searcher, packer and gauger in and within the several 
Jrs't Strangford and Donaghadee, and in and within ail and singular the 

^eks and members to the aforesaid several ports or any of them belonging or appertaining, 
We have made, constituted and ordained, and by these presents We ^do make, constitnte 

Jobe H ' Tj° ’ ta'" v “"‘I “f ‘''em, to him the said 

Sbta ^ Hutchinson, and his assigns, for and during the lives of Francis Hely 
tocffinson Abraham He^ Hutchinson, and Richard Hely Hutchinson, sons of the saia 
nmfifs ^ Hutchinson, and the survivors or survivor of them, together with all fees, salaries, 
S. and advantages whatsoever thereunto belonging 

the beneficial manner to all intents and purposes as 

riehrou<,b“ta r persons, formerly held and enjoyed, or of 

bvhim tliA enjoyed the same, the said offices to be exercised and executed 

m enmts ta b ''■'‘eb"'™". end his assigns, or his or their sufficient deputy 

S^uvlr^^r ^ ’Po Onrlieutenant-General, or other dhief 

Governor or Governors of Our said kingdom of Ireland for the time being : And whereas the 

said 
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•said John Hely Hutchinson hath consented to surrender and give up the office of alnager W. C. Dutton, Esq., 

of Ireland heretofore granted to him for a term of years by letters patent under the Great ■ 

Seal of Our said kingdom, and also to surrender and give up a salary of one thousand i May 1834. 

pounds by the year, payable during Our pleasure to him, the said John Hely Hutchinson, as 

alni^er of Our said kingdom of Ireland; Know ye, therefore, of Our more abundant special 

grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent aforesaid, 

and according to the tenor and effect of Our aforesaid letters, We have given and granted, 

and for Us, Our heirs and successors. We do give and grant unto the said John Hely 

Hutchinson a yearly salary of one thousand pounds sterling as searcher, packer and 

gauger of the ports of Strangford and Donaghadee aforesaid, the said yearly salary to 

commence from the day of the surrender of the letters patent whereby the said John Hely 

Hutchinson was appointed alnager of Our said kingdom of Ireland, and the determination 

of the yearly salary of one thousand pounds granted to him as alnager as aforesaid, to have 

hold and receive the said yearly salary of one thousand pounds by the year to him the 

said John Hely Hutchinson, and his assigns, for and during the lives of the said Francis 

Hely Hutchinson, Abraham Hely Hutchinson, and Richard Hely Hutchinson, and the 

survivors and survivor of them, unless We, Our heirs and successors, shall signify Our royal 

pleasure to revoke and annul the said yearly salary, in which case Our will and pleasure is 

that the same shall' cease and determine immediately on the signification of Our royal 

pleasure, or of the royal pleasure of Our heirs or successors to determine and make void the 

same, the said yearly salary to be paid by the hands of Our Vice Treasurers or Receivers- 

general, of Us, Our heirs and successors, of Our said kingdom of Ireland for the time being 

quarterly, at the four most usual feasts or times in the year, (that is to say,) the feast of 

^le birth of our Lord Christ,, the feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

the feast of St. John Baptist, and the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, by, equal portions 

Jfcarly, upon sight only or showing of these Our letters patent or the enrolment thereof, 

without any writ or warrant from Us, Our heirs or successors, by the said John Hely 

Hutchinson, or hia assigns, to be procured or obtained ; and We further grant by these 

presents, that these Our letters patent, or the enrolment thereof, shall be as well to tke said 

Vice Treasurers and Receivers-general for the time being as to all and singular the officers 

and ministers of Us, Our heirs or successors, a sufficient warrant and discharge in this 

behalf: Provided always, and these presents are on this express condition, tliat We, Our 

heirs or successors, shall at any time nereafter signify Our royal will and pleasure to revoke, 

annul and make void this present grant, that then and from thenceforth the sarne, and 

everv grant therein contained, shall cease determine and become absolutely null and void 

to afl intents and purposes whatsoever : And provided also, that these Our letters patent he 

enrolled in the I^lls of Our High Court of Chancery in Our said kingdom of Ireland within 

the space of six calendar months next ensuing the date of these presents: In witnep 

whereof We have caused these Our letters to be made patent. Witness, Our aforesaid 

Lieutenant General and General Governor of Our said kingdom of Ireland, at Dublin, the 

nineteenth day of May, in the fifteenth year of Our reign. 

Conway. 

Inrolled in the office of the Rolls of His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery in Ireland 
the twentieth day of May, in the fifteenth year of the reign of King George the Third, 
and examined by M. Paterson, junior, and F. Perry, deputy clerks and keepers of the 
Rolls. Entered in the office of Hia Majesty’s Auditors-general the twenty-second day of 
May, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five. 

(signed) Roht. Waller, 

Deputy Accountant General. 

1294. Will you inform the Committee vfhether there are any duties connected 
with that office ? — That office is similarly circumstanced as the other^ the duties 
would appear to be still performed. 

1295. Are you aware by whom the duties are performed? — No, I am not. 

1296. Is the payment of 968/. 105 . 4d. which appears to be made to Lord 
Donoughmore made under the authority of the same warrant as- the two former 
offices? — No ; the sum paid by the Customs is under a warrant dated the 30th of 
JulyiSii. 

1297. Whose warrant is it? — The Lord Lieutenant’s. 

1298. Have the goodness to read it. 

Richmond, &c.~WH£REAS the officers in the Customs department hereinaffer named 
have, in consequence of the Act passed in the 48th year of the reign of his Majesty, 
for abolishing fees received by officers in the service of the Customs, in_ the several 
ports of Ireland, applied for compensation for the loss of their fees, perquisites a-nd gra- 
tuities, and the Commissioners of Customs and Port Duties having certified unto us, that the 
said officers have proved their claims to compensation for loss of fees, perquisites and 
gratuities by the Act aforesaid. We do hereby, in pursuance of the provisions ot the said Act, 
direct, that the said Commissioners of Customs and Port Duties shall annually pay or cause 
to be paid to the several officers the sums to their names respectively hereinatter annexed, 
by way of compensation as aforesaid, the said yearly sums to commence arid be payable 
from the 1st day of January 1809, and to continue respectively during the time that such 
officers shall continue to hold their said offices respectively. 

N The 
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JV. C. Dutton, Esq. The amount of 968/. 10s. 4d. is not paid by the Customs, the Customs only nav 

the sum of 75/. 6s. 46.. Irish, which in British currency is 69/. lo^. 6d. ^ ^ 

1 May 1834. 1 299. By whom is the remainder paid ? — 1 understand it is paid by the Treasury 

in Dublin. ^ 

1300. Do you know under what authority it is paid? — I do not. 

1301. Now with respect to that sum of 69/. 105. 6d., how is it paid ; is it from 
any separate fund ? — I suppose it is paid out of one fund, the general fund of monies 
collected for Customs duties at the port of Dublin; 

1302. The next office is the office of customer and collector of Drogheda Dnn 

dalk and Carlingford. ° ’ 



[^The appointment to this office was delivered w, and read, as follows-] 

GEORGE the Third, by the grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland Kino- 
Defender of the Faith, and so forth : To all unto whom these presents shall come, greeting • 
Whekeas by Ouvletters patent under the Great Seal of Our said kingdom of Ireland, We 
did give and grant unto Edward Hamilton, esquire, the office and offices of Customer and 
Collector of the several ports of Drogheda, Dundalk and Carlingford, in Our said kingdom 
of Ireland, to hold the same during'Our pleasure: And whereas We are pleased to revoke 
and determine the same ; Knowye, therefore. That We of Our special grace, certain knowledge 
and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent of Our right trusty and entirely 
beloved cousin and councillor. George Grenville Nugent Temple Marquis of Buckinghatn 
Knight of the most noble Order of the Garter, Our Lieutenant General and General Governor 
of pur said kingdom of Ireland, have revoked, determined and made void the said letters 
patent, whereby We did give and grant unto the said Edward Hamilton, the office ani 
offices of Customer arid Collector of the several ports of Drogheda, Dundalk and Carlingford^ 
m Our said kingdom of Ireland, during Our pleasure as aforesaid, and by these presents 
We do revoke, determine and make void the same : Know ye, further. That We, of Our like 
special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent 
aforesaid, have given and granted, and by these presents do give and grant unto the said 
Edward Hamilton, and to Henry Hamilton, son of Sackville Hamilton, esquire, and the 
^rvivor of them, the said office and offices of Customer and Collector of the several ports of 
Drogheda, Dundalk and Carlingford, in Our said kingdom of Ireland, to have and to hold 
the said office and offices of Customer and Collector of the several ports of Drogheda Dun- 
dalk and Cadingford, m Our said kingdom of Ireland, unto them the said Edward Hamilton 
and Henry Hamilton, and the survivor of them, during Our pleasure, together with all 
salaries, tees,_ profits, perquisites, commodities and emoluments thereunib belonging or 
appertaining, in as full and ample manner as the said Edward Hamilton, or any other person 
or personsffirmerly hdd and enjoyed, or of right ought to have held and enjoyed the same, 
said office and offices to be exercised and executed by the said Edward Hamilton and 
Henry Hamilton, or either of them, or the survivor of them, or by their sufficient deputy or 
deputies, or by the deputy or deputies of either of them, or of the survivor of them during 
Our pleasure as aforesaid, such deputy or deputies to be approved of by the Lord Lieutenant 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Our said kingdom of Ireland, for the time beintr, 
during Our pleasure as aforesaid ; and Our further Will is, that these Our letters patent 
contained and specified, or the inrolment thereof, shall be in all and 
wSiJi ® and thmgs^evm valid, sufficient and effectual in the law, unto the said Edward 
nnr^nrTa 2"/ Hamfiton, and the survivor of them as aforesaid, according to ihe 

SnE ^'^rther order, grant or confirma- 

u 5® obtained : Provided always. That these Our letters 

Fiund ! Chancery."^ in Our said kingdom of 

thet rSi T 0^ these presents, otherwise 

con^^ 1 thing herein contained to the 

Our anywise notwuhstanding: In Witness whereof We have caused these 

Governorof Onr^L-l? patent. Witness Our aforesaid Lieutenant-General and General 

0‘Brieri. 

tbJ"tSe'th “f His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery, of Ireland, 

Ijy. ^ ecember, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-eight, and examined 

(signed) Francis Perry, D. Clk. & K' of the Rolls. 

ExJ, Lucius O'Brien, Clk. of the Crown Sc Han'. 

tho’l7anfseventaXd%td“^^^ Auditor-General, twenty-second December, one 

(signed) Geo. Jocelyn, Depv Aud’’ Genh 



accoSe office has been held by Mr. Hamilton, tvho receives, 

kZ hvlh. ^ 1 '’“''" “>■= Committee, the sum of 604/. l6x. 4^. do you 

o T paid?-That sum is not paid by the Customs; 

24 1 A 1 7 J. only is paid by the Customs. ^ 

1304. Is 
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1304. Is the sum of 241/. 17^. paid under the same warrant as the previous Dutton, Est^. 
sum paid to Lord Donoughmore? — No, it is not. 

1305. What is the date of that warrant ? — The istofMarch 1810. 

1306. That warrant is dated 1810, is it? — The first warrant alluded to in my 
examination is. 

1 307. You are not aware from whence the remaining part of the sum accrues, are 
you? — No, I am not. 

1308. The next office immediately following is that of deputy customer and 
collector of Drogheda. 

[The Deputation appointing Mr. Charles Tottenham Collins 'was put in, and read, 
as follozvs .*] 

Copy of DEPUTATION appointing Charles Tottenham Collins, to the Office 
of Deputy Customer and Collector, Port of Drogheda. 

“ WHEREAS His Majesty by letters patent, under the Great Seal of Ireland, hath 
given and granted unto Edward Hamilton and Henry Hamilton, esquires, and the survivors 
of them, the office and place of Customer and Collector of the Port of Drogheda, the same 
to be exercised and executed by them or the survivors of them, or by their or his sufficient 
deputy or deputies, to be approved of by the Chief Governor ©r Governors of Ireland for the 
time beino- as by His Majesty’s said letters patent may more fully and at large appear. 

Now, iSnow all men by these Presents, That we die said Edward Hamilton and Henry 
Hamilton, in pursuance of the power by the said letters patent, to us granted, and for 
divers good causes, do nominate, constitute, ordain and appoint Charles Tottenham Collins, 
gentleman, to be our lawful deputy, and in our place and stead to act in and execute, as 
shall'be thought fit, the office and place of Customer and Collector of the Port of Drogheda, 
giving and granting unto our said deputy, full power and authority to act and do every 
matter and thing which by virtue of His Majesty’s said letters patent, we might, could 
or ought to do for the due "and effectual execution of the trust and duty of the said office 
•and place; further giving unto our said deputy full power and authority to receive and 
•demand, and take for our use and benefit, and to be accounted for to us all fees, perquisites, 
profits and advantages whatsoever, granted by the said letters patent, and to the said 
•office ajpd place of Customer and Collector of the Port of Drogheda belonging, or in any- 
•wise appertaining. Given under our hands and seal this day of April 1807. 

(seal) Edward Hamilton. 

Witness, n. Hamilton. 

Christopher Bremer. 

Witness, 

William Taylor. 

By the Lord Lieutenant Genera\ and General Governor of Ireland. 

SAchmond &c.~ CTpon consideration of this deputation from Edward Hamilton and Henry 
•Hamilton, esquires. Customer and Collector of the Port of Drogheda, to Charles Tottenham 
■■Collins, gentleman, we do hereby approve of the same, and allowthe said Charles Tottenham 
Collins; to act as deputy Customer and Collector of the Port of Drogheda aecordiu^ 
whereof all persons concerned are to take notice. Given at His Majesty s Castleof Dublin, 

‘this 8th day of May 1807. , /i j • 

J ^ ‘ By His Grace s Command, 

Arthur Wellesley. 

130Q. That officeappears tobg held by Mr. Charles Tottenham Collins, and the 
liayment made to Mr. Collins is 1 12 L 5 ^., is that payment made under a different 

warrant from the previous payment ? — "Ves. 

1310. Whatisthedateoftbewarrant?—The30thof July (811. ... 

1311. Does Mr. Collins do any duty that you know of .^—The office is similarly 
circumstanced as the others ; the like duties are now performed, 1 believe, as wece 

.performed by him. , . , . xr t „ 

1312. Are you certain of that of yonr own knowledge?— No, I am not. 

1 313. The next office is that of packer, searcher and gauger, ot Wexford, held by 
Thomas Orde Lees. 

\The grant of this office was delivered in, and read, asfolltms ;] 

GPn-RGP the Third bv the grace of God of Great Britain, Franep and Ireland King, 

Defenders *eVaS, and lo fasti To alUo whom *«epresents coine, 

■Oar rirrht tmstv and right well-beloved cousin and councillor John Jelieries Jiarl t^atnoen, 

.6” EV rte^^^ and General Governor of Our '‘“f to 

■to the Commissioners of Our Treasury, dated the lath day of 
office and offices of Searcher, Packer and Gauger of SrTd^ 

and members thereunto belonging or appertaining, m Our of his 

hy John Lees, esq. by letters patent under the ^reat Seal of ' fof CusSffi 

xatural life, together with a yearly salary of 500 1. upon the estabhshme 

N 2 
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W. C. Duiion, Esq. said kingdom, and desired Our said ^Commissioners would lay before Us his humble rea 

that We would be graciously pleased to grant the said office and offices, with the said sala?^’ 

1 aiay 1834. ill reversion to Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, sons of the said John Lees 

the survivor of them, to hold the same for their lives, and the life of the survivor of th***'^ 
and if We should be graciously pleased to consent thereto, he requested Our said P 
missiouers would lay before Us a proper letter for Our, Royal Signature directino- 
patent to be passed under the Great Seal of Ireland, containing a grant in reversion nf 
said offices of Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the Port of Wexford, with the creeks a 
members thereunto belonging or appertaining, to the said Townshend Lees and Thomas OhI 
Lees, and tlie sutTivor of them, together with all fees, payments, emoluments, benedts an,t 
advantages whatsoever thereunto belonging or appertaining, to have and to hold tbpsa ^ 
to them the said Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, for and during their lives 
the life of the survivor of them, immediately from and after the death, surrender forfeitnr 
or other avoidance of the said John Lees, or other sooner determination of the letters natent 
granted unto him as aforesaid, in as large and ample manner to all intents and purnoLK 9= 
the said John Lees, or any other person or persons formerly held and enjoyed or 
ought to have held and enjoyed the same, the said office and offices to be exercispn ii 
executed by the said Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, or either of them 
survivor of them, or their or Ather of their sufficient deputy or deputies, or the de3v 
deputies of the survivor of them, such deputy or deputies to be approved of by &ur 
Lieutenant-General and General Governor or other Chief Governor or Governors of 
for the time being, and also directing a clause to be inserted in the said letters patent 
and granting to the said Townsend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, and the survivor of tb^ 
for and during thmr lives and the life of the survivor of them, a salary of 1^00/ sterlino- a 
year, as Searclier, Packer and Gauger of the Port of Wexfort aforesaid, to be placed Zn 
the establishment of Customs m Onr said kingdom of Ireland, and to be paid and pavaV 
as other salaries upon the said establishment are payable and paid; and also directiL^that 
all such clauses may be inserted m the said letters patent as may make the said orant most 
tWfo 'e'* g^t^'oosly pleased to condescend tberetS, Know ye 

theiefoie. That We, of Our special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, by and with 
tte advice and consent of Our trusty and entirely beloved cousin and oouncilli Charles 
Maiquis Cornwalba, our Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Our said kingdom of 
Ireland, and according to the tenor and effect of Our letters under Our PrivySionet and 
i^Te osfl" ‘■“."ng date at Our Court of St. James’s, the 8lh day Jf jZe 1,08 

n the 38th year of Our reign, and now mrolled ill the rolls of Our High Comt of Ohancerv 
beiS Z?'* of Inland, have given and granted, and by these presents for Us On^ 

heim and successors, We do give and grant unto the said Townshend Lees and Thomas 
Oide Lees, and the survivor of them, the office and offices of Searcher, Packet and 
Gaupt of all and singular the merchandizes, wares and goods whatsoever which shall 
be brought into and carried out of the Port of Wexford in Our said kingdom of wlnd 
‘0 said Pert of Wexford belonging or appertaining togetta 
with all fees, perquisites, emoluments, benejits and advantages w?iatsoever ^thereunto 
belomng or appertaining, to have and to hold the said office and oflioes of Searcher Packer 
incwfmTifafvti «'e ereeks and members thereuntTbeiongW 

I res fn’,1 lb appertaining, unto them the said Townsend Lees and Thomas DrJe 

Lees, and the survivor of them, for and during their lives, and the life of the ZvivZ of 

Sa!TjZTLlZ'oi^oihor“‘* surrender, forfeiture or other avoidance of thi 

XresSd toZthm-Zffi “f «‘S latlars patent granted unto him as 

XtsoZer tfereMto beZ smalaments, benefits ahd advantages 

intents and purposes as the said to all 

held and eiitaved 01 of rio-b. i! . u Psss“"s whatsoever, formerly 

offilrio br/xercke,l /oa . sa“®. said ifBce an! 

lZs, oi^itherof t w Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde 

deputies o the LiZor ,1, d " '= 5 ' ‘''“s or either of their deputy or 

to be approvS of ^ro,?r T ' 1 ‘'i® survivor of them, such deputy or deputies 

or GovirLrs of Our said ®®"?''®* Governor or other Chief Governor 

That We of Our more ahimo^Z* ^ ““‘1 fos ••'s ,f™o being; And know ye further also, 

with the' advice and eoua t 8tace, certain knowledge and mere motion, by and 

aforesaid lettem hal Z and according to the tenor and effect 0/ Oar 
successors We do give^a.i? and granted, and, by these presents for Us, Our heirs and 
and the survivor o? them ^ *®, Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, 

Port of Wexford aforraS' “1 * 600L a year as Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the 

the T^uAend l 1« ^ ® year, to them 

from and after the death snrr<a,avt survivor of them, immediately 

other sooner deteraiination nf thf avoidance of the said John Lees, or 

duvine the lives of the said said letters patent granted unto him as aforesaid, for and 
the survivor of them the said Thomas Orde Lees, and during the life of 

said kingdom of Ireland and P establishment of Customs in Our 

establishment are navahlo a paid and payable as other salaries upon the said 

letters patent, Ind ’• pleasure is, that these Our 

shall be in all and every thin?- an??’hi sp^ffied, or the inrolment thereof, 

unto the said Townshen/lppc effectual in the law 

according to the true purnort survivor of them as aforesaid, 

6 ue purport and tenor of these our letters patent, without any further 

order 
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order grant or confirmation from Us, Our heirs or successors, to be had procured or w. c. Dutton, Esq. 

obtained : Provided alwaj|^s, That these Our letters patent be inrolled in the Rolls of Our 

High Court of Chancery in Our said kingdom of Ireland vs-ithin the space of six months . jyr g 
next ensuing the date of these presents : In witness whereof. We have caused these Our ^ 

letters to be made patent. Witness Our aforesaid Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Our said kingdom of Ireland, at Dublin, the 7th day of Angust, in the 38th 
year of Our reign. 

Glentworth. 

Inrolled in the office of the Rolls of His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery of Ireland, 
the 16th day of August, in the 38th year of the reign of King George the Third, and 
examined by 

M. Franks, 

Deputy Keeper of the Rolls. 

1314. It appears that Mr. T. Orde Lees receives the sum of 504Z. per annum, is 
that sum of 504/. paid to him by a similar warrant? — It does not appear to be paid 
under the warrant alluded to,*but in virtue of the letters patent before mentioned. 

1315. Is there any duty done in that office under that nanne? — Not any that I 
am aware of. There is an office at Wexford called Searcher, Landing and Coast- 
waiter. 

1316. The next office is the office of Robert Meade, of Youghal ? 



[The grant of that office was delivered in, and read, as follows:'] 

GEORGE the Third, by the grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth : To all unto whom these presents shall 
come, greeting ; Know ye, that We of Our special grace, certain knowledge, and mei-e motion, 
by and with the advice and consent of Our right trusty and entirely beloved cousin and 
councillor, Charles Marquis Cornwallis, Our Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland, have revoked, determined and made void, and by these presents We do revoke, 
determine and make void the letters patent passed under the Great Seal of Ireland, grant- 
ing unto Edward Tighe, esquire, the office or offices of Customer and Collector of the Ports 
of Youghal and Dungarvon, in the province of Munster, in Ireland; And know ye, further. 
That We of Our special grace, mere motion, and certain knowledge, by and with the advice 
and consent aforesaid, have given and granted, and by these presents We do give and grant 
unto the said Edward Tighe and the Honourable Robert Meade, the office or offices of Our 
customers, collectors and receivers of all and singular Our customs great and small, and also 
of Our subsidies of tonnage and poundage, and of all impositions, sums of money, and other 
charges whatsoever to Us due or payable, or hereafter to become due or payable out of and 
for merchandizes or goods whatsoever, from time to time imported or to be imported into 
the Ports of Youghal and Dungarvon aforesaid, or into any of the ports, bays, places or 
creeks to the said ports of Youghal and Dungarvon belonging, or in any manner appertain- 
ing, and also of and for all merchandizes or goods whatsoever from time to time snipped Or 
exported, or to be shipped or exported, from or out of the ports, bays, places or creeks afore- 
said, or any of them, and them the said Edward Tighe and Robert Meade, customers, collec- 
tors and receivers, of Us, of all and singular, Our customs great and small, and also of 
Our subsidies of tonnage and poundage, and of all impositions, sums of money and other 
charges whatsoever to Us in manner and form aforesaid due or payable, or to become due 
or payable; We have made, constituted, and ordained, and by these presents. We do make, 
constitute and ordain, giving and by these presents granting unto the said Edward Tighe and 
Robert Meade, full power and authority from time to time to Our use, to demand, levy and 
receive all and singular the customs, subsidies and impositions and sums of money to Us 
due or pavable as°aforesaid in Our said Ports of Youghal and Dungarvon, and in all oilmr 
ports, bays, places or creeks to the said ports belonging, or in any manner appertaining, lo 
nave, hold, enjoy and occupy the said office or offices of customers, collectors and receivers 
ofUs, with all and singular the fees, wages, regards, stipends, perquisites, privileges, profits, 
commodities, emoluments and advantages whatsoever to the said office or offices belong- 
ing, incident or appertaining unto them the said Edward Tighe and Meade, during . 

Our pleasure, the said office or offices to be exercised and executed by them the said 
Edward Tighe and Robert Meade, or by their sufficient deputy or deputies, to be approved 
of by Our Lieutenant General, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time 
being, during Our pleasure as aforesaid, in as full, ample and beneficial manner to all 
intents and purposes as the said Edward Tighe or any other person or persons formerly 
held or of right ought to have held and enjoyed the same; but Cm will Jj. ami ^^ese 
presents We strictly enjoin, order and command the said Edward Iighe and Robert ^^ade, 
or their sufficient deputy or deputies, (to be approved of as aforesaid), that one of theni 
twice in every year, (that is to say), in Easter and Michaelmas terms, before the Barons of 
Our Exchequer of Ireland, shall give and deliver a true and exact account of and for all 
and singular the customs, subsidies, impositions and sums of money by them the said 
Edward Tighe and Robert Meade, or their sufficient deputy or deputies, or any of them, 
for Our use collected and received, or to be from time to time coUected and received : Pro- 
vided always, and it is Our will and pleasure, and these presents are upon this express 

condition, that the said Edward Tighe shall during his continuance office, have. 

N 3 
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IV. C. Dutfon, Hs(|. hold and enjoy the entire salaries, allowances and emoluments to the said office or office 

’ belonging or appertaining, together with the sole direction and execution of the said office ^ 

1 May 1834.. without the interference therein of the said Robert Meade : And further, of Our special 

^ ’ grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent aforesaid 

We have given and granted, and by these presents We do give and grant unto th’ 
said Edward Tighe and Robert Meade, that these Our letters patent, or the inroltnent 
thereof, shall be in ail things firm, good, valid, sufficient and effectual in the law unt 
them the said Edward Tighe and Robert Meade as aforesaid, according to the purport and 
tenor of these Our several letters patent, without any further order, grant or confirmation 
from TJs, to be had procured or obtained : Provided always, that these Our letters patent 
be inrolled in the Rolls of Our High Court of Chancery in Ireland, within the space of six 
months next ensuing the date of these piesents : In witness whereof We have caused these 
Our letters to be made patent. Witness our aforesaid Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland at Dublin, the fourth day of March, in the forty-first year of Our reign 
(Seal.) Tho’ Bonckier, 

By Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper. 

Inrolled in the office of the Rolls of His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery in Ireland 
the fourteenth day of March, in the forty-first year of the reign of King George the Third • 
and examined by ’ 

M. Franks, Dv Keepr of the Rolls. 

Compared with the Fiant, H. H. 

(A true copy.) 

Examined, 27 March 1834. 

fV. H. Hardinge, Sen. Clk. Records. John Smith, Vice Treasurer. 

Lib. 17. fol. 73. 

1317. Will you inform the Committee under what authority the salary is paid 
to him of 364L 95. ? — I cannot trace the warrant at present ; they are searching 
the records at the Castle for it. ’ ° 



[Copy of the Warrant, dated 1 1 August 1814, is now annexed, granting to 
Mr. Robert Meade an annual allowance of 20 1. {Irish) as compensation for 
loss of fees.'] 



TTArVworM.— WHEREAS a Memorial of Major-General the Honourable Robert Meade 
Customer of Port of Youghal, claiming compensation for loss of fees in conseduence of the 
Act of the 48. Geo. 3. c. 56, for abolishing fees received by the officers of Customs, 
having been referred to the Commissioners of Customs, and they having reported that it 
appears by a return made by the collector of Youghal, that in his Schedule of Fees were 
included those of the customer and comptroller, and surveyor general, a compensation 
having been made for upwards of 40 years to those officers by tlie collector, and that the 
sum annually paid to those patentees was 40 L, the proportion of which paid to the customer 
was 20 1 . per annum ; and it appearing to the said Commissioners that the existence of 
a certain fee to the customer of Youghal blended with the collector’s fee, has been 
proved by usage for the period required by the said Act, and the customer having been 
paid tWeout an annual sum of 20 1 . by the collector, the said Commissioners are of opinion 
that the customer is entitled to compensation to that amount; and it being the opinion 
ot His Majesty s Attorney-General that compensation may be made to the said customer to 
the amount of the sura received. We do hereby approve of the said Commissioners paying 
to the said Robert Meade an annual allowance of2o^ as compensation for loss of fees as 
customer of Youghal, in consequence of the Act before mentioned, the same to commence 
trom the time he ceased to receive from the collector of Youghal, the said sum of 20 1 
a year, and for so doing this shall be a Warlant: Given See., the 11th day of August 1814. 

(signed) Robert Peel. 

1318. How much is paid by the Customs?— £.18. 9. 0. (British.) 

1319- Uo you know where the vest is paid from ?— I do not. 

1320. rhe next is the office of Mr. Richard Pennefather, s'earcher, packer and 
gauger of Dundalk and Carlingford. ’ > t' 

[The appointment to that office was put in, and read.] 

state to the Committee under what authority the sum of 
154 * 10^. 8j/., is paid to that gentleman ? — There is a difference in the sums : 
M 9 ^- 15 s- British, appears to be paid by the Customs. 

Mafch^'iSio warrant is it paid?— Under a warrant of the first of 



tr. warrant recite? — The same as I read before, as applicable 

to Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Larkin and Mr. Cooper. 
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Luna, 5 * die Maii, 1834 . 



GEORGE GIIOTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



George Plank, Esq., called in ; and Examined, 



1325. Do you superintend the preparation of the Bills of Entry ?— Yes I do 

1326. How long have you held that ofBce?— I have held the office in’ the Bill 
of Entry Office in the year 1817. I was appointed Secretarv to the Customs Fund 
in the year 1822 ; I think it was the year 1822; lam not quite sure to the year 

1327. Then the whole duty of preparing the Bills of Entry has been undi your 
management since the year 1817, has it?— I should explain to the Committee that 
at that time it was chiefly under the management of Mr. Ogilvy. I was only the 
superintendent. I had not the immediate responsibility, but I had the management 

1328. You acted, in fact, under the direction of Mr, Ogilvy, did you not’— 

Yes, I did. *' 

1329. Until what time did you so act ?-r-Uiitil last year, until the year 1832 
It was about the middle of the year 1832 that the death of Mr. Ogilvy took place. * 

1330. And since that time you have managed the preparation of the fells "of 

Entry at your own discretion, without any superintendence, have vou ? Without 

any superintendence, under the appointment of the directors of the 'Customs Fund. 

133^* 'Fhat is to say you now stand in the situation in which Mr. Ogilvy formerly 
stood ?— No, not exactly so. I am accountable to the directors of“ the Customs 
Fund, and he was not so ; he had a more independent management of the office 
than I have. 

1332. Do you mean to say that during the time that Mr. Ogilvy managed it he 
was accountable to no one? — No ; he was not accountable to any one so long as 
he managed tlie office properly. There was a deed executed between Mr. Ogilvy 
arid the directors, by which he was bound to manage it properly. 

’ 333 - -Do you mean to say that Mr. Ogilvy managed it at his own discretion, 
subject to a certain fixed payment to the Customs Fund ?—He managed it at his 
Own discretion, and he was allowed to retain one half of the emoluments, after 
paying all the expenses of the office and the rent to the patentee ; he then ’accounted 
to the directors of the fund for one half of the receipts. 

133.4- Then since the death of Mr. Ogilvy the performance of the duties of the 
office is not subject to the' same condition in that point? — No, it is not. The 
directors pay me a salary. 

, 1335 - On what condition is it performed? — I am merely appointed by the 
directors. They appoint me to manage the office, and they pay me a fixed salary. 

1336. And you account for the proceeds of the office to the Benevolent Fund of 
the Customs, do you ? — Yes, I do. 

1337 - Has there been any alteration in the charge made for the Bill of Entry 
since you began the management of it in the year 1817 ? — I think there have been 
one or two alterations. In the year 1817 there were three Bills of Entry published ; 
I think, according to the best of ray recollection, the subscription was 14?. a year 
for the three bills, that subscription was subsequently reduced to 12/. a year, and 
the three bills were consolidated into two. The charge was in this way : we first 
. printed the London matter, and then we added to that the matter of Liverpool, 
Bristol and Hull, and we made an' additional charge, beyond the subscription, to 
the London Bills of Entry for it, and subsequently we diminished that charge. 

1338. The arrangement you spoke of has been adopted since you commenced 
your management in the year 1817, has it? — Yes, it has. 

N 4 . 1339. Then 



5 May 1834. 
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1339* Then the Committee are to understand you to say that there has been no 
increase in the charge for the Bill of Entry since the year 1817, but, on the contrary 
that there has been rather a' diminution ? — Yes, there has. ’ 

1340. Have there been any other alterations in the arrangement and prepara- 
tion of the Bill of Entry since it has been under your control ? — Yes, there have 
been very considerable alterations ; if the Committee will allow me I will show 
them what they are by the file of the bills which I have here. This is one of our 
bills, Bill (B.) which was printed in the year 1817, and it contains, generally, the 
imports and exports, the goods warehoused, and so on. This is the similar bill 
which is published novi' ; and without any explanation on my part, it shows that 
there have been very considerable alterations. 

1341. The information published now is much more copious than it was when 
vou first began the nlanagement of it, is it ? — Yes, it contains more than fourfold. 

1342. What was the nature of the information exactly that it contained? — The 
nature of the information is this ; first in Bill (B.) we give a daily account of all the 
entries of goods ; the duty paid from the ship, that is, goods which are brought into 
the market, with the parties names who pay the duties and the port of importation. 
Then we give a similar account of goods taken out of the warehouse, which, 
together, form the account of all goods brought into the market; then we give an 
account of the goods that are warehoused ; then we give an account of the entries 
of goods for exportation, and the ports to which the goods are exported ; then we 
give weekly the exports of all foreign articles, together with the port of exportation; 
and also the exports of all the chief articles of British manufacture, and the entries 
for exportation of British manufactures daily, with a list of the ships entered inwards 
and outwards ;- and then we give a reprint in the same Bill of Entry of similar 
matter in the out-ports ; by th^e out-ports, I invariably mean Liverpool, and Bristol 
and Hull. 

1343. How often is it published? — U is published daily. Bill (A.) contains the 
daily ships’ reports, with a re-print of the out-port matter. I beg to lay before the 
Committee a copy (marked (A.) annexed) of one day’s Ship’s Reports of London, 
copied from the original report for the inspection of subscribers. 

1 344. Is it practicable, do you think, for individuals, if they wish to have any 
portion of this matter kept out of the Bill of Entry to procure it to be kept out on 
application? — Not of the imports in any case, certainly. In the exports we have 
been in the habit, at the request of our subscribers themselves, to withhold entries 
for exportation for a fortnight after the ship is cleared. It was an old practice 
that was adopted very carelessly before the management came under our control. 
This is oue'of our first publications in the month of April in the year 1817 (we 
begau the conduct of the office on the 15th of April in the year 1817); and it very 
soon appeared to us that parties had been in the habit of having their entries 
omitted, either inwards or outwards, at their own pleasure; and if the clerks who 
managed this busine.ss had left the Custom House, the parties merely requested the 
printers to omit them, and it was done as a matter of business ; but being aware of 
the impropriety of such a practice, we, in the Bill of Entry of the 18th of April 1817, 
printed this notice: “ The system of suppressing entries from publication in the 
Bill of Entry, cannot be longer permitted ; but there will be no objection to the 
suppression of names of exporters and vessels whenever it is desired upon grounds 
of foreign policy. Notice to this effect must be given at the office at the time of 
passing the entry. ” What was meant by suppressing the ship’s name is this ; when 
w>e began our publication we printed not only the port but the ship, and it was 
represented to us that the practice of printing the ship’s name would render it 
liable to seizure in foreign countries, particularly in the Baltic ; if I recollect rightly 
they were taking sugars and other things, which were prohibited from being im- 
ported into Russia .; but in a very short time we omitted the ship’s name altogether j 
it was considered to be of no importance. 

.. ^ 345 - Is that the regulation which you persist in at this present moment, of per- 
mitting individuals to suppress the name of the exporter and the name of the ship, 
but always entering the goods which are exported without omission? — Our present 
practice is to allow an entry to be suppressed altogether for a fortnight; we do 
not print the name of the ship now at all ; that practice was dropped in the year 
1817, because it was found to be unnecessary; the entries which have been sup- 
pressed have been chiefly confined to naval stores and bullion ; and the grounds 
upon which it was put. in the first instance by the subscribers to this publication, 
were these; in the first place the captain of the ship, in one or two instances, had 

refused 
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refused to sail with bullion on board if it were made public before his vessel could George Esq. 

leave the port, because he was apprehensive that the sailors, if they knew the value 

and nature of the cargo, would perhaps throw him overboard. '5 May 1834. 

1346. With regard to the naval stores, is the same thing applicable ?~The publi- 
cation of the shipments of warlike stores was considered as unduly exposing them 
to capture. In the year 1 832 , 1 think, the fines which we received for the suppres- 
sion of entries amounted to about 80/., but last year they amounted only to about 
50^.5 and the difference was formed chiefly from the entries of naval and military 
stores to Belgium. 

1347. The Committee understand you to state that the suppressions of the entries 
were only suppressions of the name of the ship and the name of the party exporting, 
but that there was not any suppression of the entry of the goods and the quantity of 
the goods exported ; is that so ? — The entry for exportation is sometimes passed 
three or four weeks before the ship sails. Our account of the exports is taken when 
the ship does sail, and in that account, which is published weekly, there is no 
suppression of any kind of article. The articles in the latter account are considered 
exports. The entry is considered a mere notice to the Customs that such goods 
are to be shipped. 

1348. You mean to say that in the weekly account there is no suppression? — 

No, there is not. 

1349. The weekly document contains, as the Committee understand you, not 
the specification of the single ship or cargo, but the total of the week’s cargoes ; is 
that so? — Yes, it is. 

1350. And they are all added together into one sum, are they? — Yes, they are. 

1351. Then, in fact, suppression means postponement, does it not? — Yes, it 
does, and it is only done in London. 

1352. That is to say, a person wishing to enter certain goods which he exports, 
would simply enter bis name and the goods, without the amount ? — No, we take 
out the entry altogether. 

1353. Then, in fact, it does not state what is taking place, but what has taken 
place? — Yes, just so. • 

1354. The practice of suppression or postponement is particularly requested by 
mercliants, is it? — Yes, it is. It is not one of our own arrangements, for in point 
of fact we should be glad if it could be abolished. 

1355. What are the entire emoluments accruing to the Customs from this 

privilege of preparing the Bills of Entry ? —The entire sum accruing to the Customs 
is about 11,000/. a year. * _ 

1356. And what is the sum accruing from the suppressions? — Last year it was 

about 50/. , 

1357. How much is paid for the suppression of an entry? — Five shillings to 
parties who are subscribers, and io«. to parties who are not subscribers. 

1358. What is your number of subscribers ? — In London, about 850. 

1 359. And in Liverpool, how many ? — In Liverpool there are about 440 or 450. 

1360. You have stated to the Committee that some part of the emoluments 
received by the Customs Benevolent Fund acci;ued from the preparation of the 
printed Bills of Entry, and some part from information procured and furnished in 
manuscript? — Yes, I have. 

1361. What proportion is there in the whole which comes from the printed Bills 
of Entry ? — I should say that the amount for the accounts furnished in manuscript 
is about 2,300/. 

1362. The Committee understand you to state that 11,000/. is the amount of 
the gross receipts, not the net receipts, deducting the expenses j is it so ? ^That is 
the gross receipt. 

1 363. And what is the net income cleared by the Customs fund, after deducting 
the rent paid to the patentee of 2,000/. a year, and the various expenses of the 
preparation? — The amount received from the year 1822 down to the year 1834 
was 14,845/. IS. lid. The aggregate amount received for the last 10 years is 



1364. Now what proportion of that amount went to Mr. Ogilvy? This does 
not include Mr. Ogilvy. 

^365, You mean that that statement is independent of what Mr. Ogilvy received, 
do you? — Yes. .... 

1366. The Committee also understood you to state that Mr. Ogilvy, during hjs 
life, received one half of the net emoluments, is that correct? There were several 

o alterations 
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ScorgePian/t.Eaq. alterations made between the directors of the Customs Fund and Mr. Ogilvy. I„ 

the year 1822, Mr. O^lvy, finding that we w-ere so much trenched upon by the 

5 May 1834. newspapers and the Prices Current, and finding that we were unable to suppress 
them, we possessing no copyright, he determined to print a publication in the nature 
of a Price Current himself, in order to counteract the effects of the other Price 
Currents upon the Bills of Entry. We found that as soon as we made any improve- 
ments in the matter of these Bills of Entry, they were forthwith copied by the Price 
Currents, which prevented our reducing the price of our subscription, as we might 
otherwise have done. The directors of the Customs Fund and Mr. Ogilvy, how- 
ever, considered that the fund could not so well establish a public document of that 
sort, and therefore they leased the office to Mr. Ogilvy upon the condition of his 
paying them a rent equal to the emoluments which bad been received in the previous 
years by the fund, which amounted, 1 think, to about the sum of 1,200/. a year, 
and the rent was to increase looZ. a year until it amounted to the sum of 1,500/. 
a year. That arrangement was subsequently considered to have been obtained 
unfairly by Mr. Ogilvy, and there was a suit instituted in the Court of Chancery to 
set it aside, and we were therefore thrown back upon the original arrangement, by 
which Mr. Ogilvy was to have one half of the emoluments. 

1367. Then, in fact, the decree of the Court of Chancery did set the subsequent 
arrangement aside, did it ? — Yes, it did. 

1368. Since that time what have been the net receipts of the fund annually? — 
That took place in the year 1832, and it is therefore very difficult for me to say 
what they are exactly. 

1369. For how long a period did Mr. Ogilvy go on paying that sum of 3,200/. 
a year to the fund and receiving the surplus himself? — From the year 1822 to the 
year 1832, to nearly the end of 1832 ; in fact, he died in the month of August 1832. 

1370. It was considered that the fund received so small a portion of what was 
really its due, that proceedings were taken against Mr. Ogilvy to do away with 
the arrangement, was it? — One of the chief reasons for taking the proceeding was 
the suppression of the circumstance of an annuity of 500/. a year, payable to 
a Mr. Wright, of Liverpool. Mr. Wright had a lease of this Bill of Entry Office 
at Liverpool, which he held from the patentee during the term of the patent, 
which expired in the year 1822 ; and as soon as the office was transferred to us in 
the year 1817, Mr. Ogilvy was anxious to improve the publication at Liverpool, 
and he found Mr. Wright in possession of the office, who stood in the way of his 
doing so. He therefore allowed Mr. Wright the amount of the profit he was 
realizing from the publication, and he took possession of the office himself. That 
annuity ceased in the middle of August 1822, and the lease to Mr. Ogilvy com- 
menced in January 1822 ; and the falling in of that annuity by which the income of 
the office would have been increased, was not brought to the notice of the directors. 

1371. Then the old arrangement was substituted by which Mr. Ogilvy accounted 
for oue-half of the net produce to the fund, was it? — Yes, it was. 

1372. Was that arrangementcontinued until Mr. Ogilvy’s death in the year 1832? 
— Yes, he died before the decree of the Court of Chancery was executed. 

5 373 - Then the decree was only pronounced a little time before Mr. Ogilvy’s 
death in the year 1832, was it.^— Yes, just so. 

1 374. How much does the Bill of Entry exceed the price of the Price Current? 
— Some of the Price Currents are 3/. 3^. ayear, and some of them are 2/. 2^.; 
they are published weekly. 

^ 375 - What is the subscription to the Bill of Entry? — It is 6/. to our Bill (B.) 

1 376. And how much is it to Bill (A.) ? — It is 6 /. to Bill (A.) j but that also includes 
a further privilege j but (A.) and (B.) are published daily. The great difference 
•between the Price Currents and the Bills of Entry is, that the chief of the matter of 
the former is standing matter, whilst the whole of the information of the Bills of 
Entry is new matter, which necessarily greatly increases the expenses of the Bills 
•of Entry. 

^ 377 - Then the subscription is 12/. in all for both bills together, is it? — Yes, it 
is. The subscription to Bill (A.) enables the subscribers to attend at the Custom- 
hofise the same day on which the ship reports inwards, and to take the particulars 
of the cargo of the ship in time for ’Change, and the whole of it is fairly copied 
by us from the original document, and deposited in the office for that purpose. 

1378. Will you state to the Committee what are the different relative charges at 

London and at the Out-ports?— The Liverpool charge is 5/. 55. ayear, and the 
■Hull charge is 2/. 12 s. 6 d. 

1379. When 
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1379* you say 5/. 5^. for Liverpool, you mean for both the two bills, do GeorgePlmk, Esc, 

you not? — It contains the same description of matter. 

1380. Is there the same quantity of information given at Liverpool for 5L $s. 5 May 1834. 

as there is in that for which in London you charge 12?. ?— Not the same quantity; 

but it is the same description of information. We give in London for that sum 
the whole of the trade of the port of London, and in Liverpool we give the whole 
of the trade of the port of Liverpool for 5I. 5 s. 

1381. Now go through all the ports if you please, and state what the subscrip- 
tion to each of them is i — Hull is 2?. I2j. 6d.; Bristol is 2I, I'zs. 6d.; and there 
is a monthly abstract published at Bristol at 1/. ij. ayear; the Plymouth bill is 
discontinued, we used to charge 2I. 2 s. a. year for that. 

1382. Is there any other bill published besides; any country edition? Yes 

there is in London. 

1383. What do you charge for that? — That is charged 4I. 4s. by us; the rate 
of the old Bill of Entry before it came under our management. When we had 
determined upon printing a second Bill of Entry containing the ships’ reports, we 
made an application to the Post Office to allow that Bill of Entry to go into the 
country, free of postage, in the same way as the other bill went. The Post Office 
refused the application ; and in order that the public should have the benefit of 
that list, we then annexed it to the matter of Bill (B.) forming what is called the con- 
densed bill, and we gave it to the parties in the country without increasing the 
price. The clerks of the road in the Post Office were responsible to us, and they 
charged a further subscription of a pound. I believe that was the charge. 

1384. Where is that condensed bill circulated now exactly? — I do not know 
exactly where it is circulated, but I believe some go to Manchester and some to 
Leeds, and some to Ireland and other parts ; there are only about forty or fifty of 
them sent, and the matter is condensed the following day after it is circulated in 
London. 

1385. State what is the amount received at the different ports, will you? — The 
Bill of Entry last year received in London, 1833, 5,743/. 12s. 2d.; Liverpool, 

2,280/. 6s. $d.; Hull, 201/. Qs. 4d.; Bristol, 314/. 19J. 6d., including the 
subscriptions to the trade list. 

1386. Will you state what was received at the different ports for manuscript 
subscriptions last year? — I have not got the sums separate, but the total sum 
received is 2,349/. 

1387. Could not this document be improved so as to give a fuller commercial 
statement without charging fees, do you think ? — No, I think not. 

1388. Is the amount of the fees paid for extra information arranged between 
the parties ? — Yes, it is. 

1389. There is a charge of 150/. for information furnished to the Trinity House, 
will you have the goodness to explain on what ground that charge is made and for 
what information ? — The Trinity House require to be furnished with an account of 
the following particulars of the ships arriving coastwise, including colliers and the 
Irish vessels, and the ships entered and cleared outwards to^ foreign parts, and we 
consented to furnish the account for six months, when it should be mutually 
arranged what the charge should be that should be made for it. The Trinity House 
consented to give the 150/. a year. It is a very heavy account. I think there are 
between 30,000 and 40,000 ships in the course of the year, and the account has 
to be prepared from several different documents. 

1390. How often is the account given in ? — It is given in daily. 

1391. Are the Bills of Entry fees at the out ports completely under the control of 

the Customs’ Benevolent Fund in London ? — Yes, the patent extends to all the 
ports in England and Wales. _ ^ r • c • 5 v 

1392. Has there been any complaint of omission of information, les, at 

Liverpool there has. . , „ 

1393. What does that proceed from ?— It proceeded more from the want of room 
on our part than any thing else; we were taken so completely by sm prise at the 
rapid increase of business at Liverpool that we had not room at all times to insert 
it. This is the Liverpool Bill of Entry only so far back as the year 1820, and this 
is the Bill of Entry of last year, containing only the same description oi matter 
which is given in the bill of 1820, and upon comparing them the Committee will 
at once see the extent of the increase of the matter published in the two bills. 

The shipping list has never been omitted, with a very few exeeplions, for two days 
together ; it appears to me not to be of much importance, for whenever it is oiintte 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




TOO 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 



George Plank, Esq. 
5 May 1834. 



the new matter of the bill is given ; all the new ships that are added to the list are 
given, and all the ships taken away by clearances are given. It will however not 
occur again ; we have given a double sheet. 

1394] Have you had any complaints made of the amount of charge at the 
out ports ? — We have in London but not at the out ports. 

1395. Do you consider that any alteration could be made for the benefit of the 
public in the Bill of Entries now issued?— I think there might be in the Liverpool 
bill, but itdepends entirely upon whether the subscribers there wish it or not. I will 
explain it if the Committee will give me leave. In the London Bill of Entry the 
imports from the ship into the market are given in full and in detail, with the 
parties’ names and the port, but at Liverpool the article only is given with the total 
quantity. Now we had had an idea of publishing at Liverpool the information in 
the same shape as we gave it in London, and that account i.s three or four sides. 
We have recently added the imports into Runcorn to the Liverpool bill. 

1396. Will it be advantageous to the public do you think? — I should think it 
would. It has been found so in London, but it materially increases the expense 
and the labour of the bills. 

1397. No additional payments are made to any one beyond the patentee and 
the Customs’ Benevolent Fund, are there? — No, there are not. 

1398. What establishment have you ? — In London we have to prepare the Bills 
of Entry ; wholly and partially employed about 20 persons, including the distributors 
and the whole of the establishment. 

1399. What establishment have you at the out ports ?— At Liverpool there are 
five persons employed ; the collector at Hull manages the business for us, and he 
pays the expenses of management, and after retaining a moiety of the profits remits 
us the balance. But the business is there very trifling compared with London and 
Liverpool, and the publication is weekly. 

140a. When you say partially employed, are any of the Custom House officers 
employed in the business ? — A few of them, two only in the Searcher's Office. 

1401. How many of them are there so employed? — There are two of them em- 
ployed to furnish us with one account. 

1402. What do they get for that? — They get about 100/. a year between them. 

1403. What do you give the collector at Hull? — The collector at Hull is the 
collector of the customs, who manages the office; he takes one moiety of the 
profits of the office after paying the expenses. 

1404. Is there any body employed in the Custorris at Liverpool ? — Yes, but it is 
very trifling ; there is a warehouse-keeper employed in a very trifling degree ; it is 
in this way, the Dock Company require parties making entries to over-enter their 
goods, and they make a return of the duties upon the goods which have been over- 
entered upon a certificate from our office, taken from the Custom House books; it 
amounts to about 50 a year, or less. 

1405. What is it in Bristol? — In Bristol it is managed in a similar way as at 
Hull. 

1406. The collector at Bristol manages it for you, does he? — No, there is a 
clerk in the Warehouse-keeper’s Office for it. 

1407. Do you receive a salary yourself? — Yes, I do. 

1408. Those offices are all salaried, are they not? — Yes, except for information 
given in manuscript ; the parties require it to be furnished so expeditiously after 
the ships have cleared, that the clerks in the office are frequently detained from ten 
to twelve o’clock at night, and even two in the morning, copying them, and they 
are paid extra for it. 

1409. Do you suppose that the same business might not be as well done under 
the Commissioners of Customs ? — 1 should think that the public utility of the docu- 
ment would be a good deal destroyed ; the office requires in all its branches the 
greatest dispatch, and I should think myself, that if it w'ere conducted according to 
the ordinary routine of a public establishment, it could hardly receive that attention 
and dispatch which is requisite. If the Committee will allow me, I will explain in 
what way the public at large are beneficially interested in the good management and 
expeditious preparation of the Bills of Entry. By the public I do not mean the 
merchants and brokers exclusively, but the public at large. It is in vain for any 
party to endeavour to raise the price of any article in which he may be interested, 
upon the plea of a short supply, when the Bills of Entry daily show an abundant 

■ supply; we have frequently had applications at the office for the suppression of 
import entries upon the grounds that if they were made public, and that these 

© goods 
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.goods were taken into the markets, it would forthwith depreciate the price of quan- Giorge Plank,Esq. 
titles of the same goods remaining in the warehouses. 

1410. The question was rather, if you could explain to the Committee upon 5 May 1834. 
what grounds you thought it could not be done by the Customs themselves, without 

the interference of a patent officer? — Because the department generally would not 
have that stimulus to assist in giving that dispatch to tlie publications as they have 
now, from the circumstance of the profits of the office being applied in aid of the 
•Customs Fund, and as the accounts which are daily published are compiled in the 
several departments of the Customs, from a vast variety of floating documents m 
current use for revenue purposes ; it would be impossible to prepare the copy in 
.time for the printer without the active co-operation and assistance of the parties 
using the documents. If the business was subjected to the formal routine of a 
public department, I do not believe that any orders or regulations of the Board of 
Customs could secure that accommodation which is necessary, because the assist- 
ance we require is something more than could be exacted as official duties; it par- 
takes rather of personal accommodation. 

1411. How is it in point of fact that the interest of those persons who imme- 
diately manage the preparation of these Bills of Entry at all depends upon the good 
•conduct of it ? — Tiie parties now managing the office are interested in extending the 
circulation of the publications, and which can only be done by the correctness of the 
information, and I am afraid that if it were taken into the hands of Government, 
tliere might be a want of check upon the parties interested in destroying the correct- 
ness of it; we have found that very high fees have been occasionally oftered to us for 
the suppression of matter, and I will give the Committee an instance of it; a party 
.enters out a ship and engages with others shipping goods in it that it shall clear by 
a certain day, and the ship makes a clearance in the Custom House books, but 
I'eraains for some time afterwards taking in a further cargo, and afterwards makes 
a second clearance, that second clearance we have been offered from 50/. to 100/. 
to keep out of the Bills of Entry, especially immediately after the management of 
the office came into our hands. 

1412. How are you more interested in the correctness of the return, being a 
salaried officer of the Benevolent Society, than if you were a salaried officer of the 
Custom House? — It is the practice of Government to pay their officers and clerks 
-by fixed salaries ; but the business of the Bill of Entry Office being much in the 
character of a newspaper, and especially the Trade List, which contains matter 
collected from other sources than official documents, and the success of which , 
greatly depends upon the zeal and attention of the persons employed ; it is my 
•opinion that the services of those persons could not be made so beneficial by a fixed 
salary as by a commission or per centage upon the profits realized by their exer- 
tions, or by both a salary and a commission, for I should explain to the Committee 
that if by any good management of the office, the profits of the office were in- 
creased, the directors allow us a per centage thereon of ten per cent. 

1413. What do you suppose that the two bills could be sold at without taking 
•any profit? — I do not suppose that this bill would at its present subscription pro- 
duce more than 300/. or 400/. profit if we vvere not ourselves the printers of it ; 

I am quite sure it would not. 

1414. Then how is that reconcileable with the fact of your paying to the patentee 

2,000/. a year? — -I am speaking of this separate bill, tliis and I think that 

if it were in the bands of Government, the printing alone would be so heavy that it 
would not pay. What I mean is, that if the Government themselves cou d not 
•become master printers, I think that the present subscription to this bill would not 
be lucrative ; and it should be explained, that the difficulty of vnaking any reduction 
Is this, that any reduction in the amount of subscription would have to be multiplied 
-by the number of subscribers, and that reduction, however small it might be indi- 
vidually, would in the aggregate make an important sum'; but if such a leduction 
were made as would be sensibly felt by the subscribers, it would atnount to so larp 
a slmi as to leave little probability but that the mcotiie would fall short of the 

expenses. • ^ xt t ^ 

141^. Do you know the price at which Government prints .'■—No, 1 do not. 

141G. The profit is not above 250/., is it? — It is trifling, except upon the 



printing. , 

1417. Upon what is the principal profit made? — Ihe ships report is very pio- 
-fitable. 

141 8. You informed the Committee what had been the accumulated net receipts 

03 
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of the Benevolent Fund since this document was conducted by you ; the Committee 
would now like to know' what the net amount received each year has been since 
the death of Mr. Ogilvy ? — There has been but one year; he died in the year 
1832, and the sums carried to the account of the Customs Fund for 1833 was not 
a net profit ; there were some sums of money due under the old account which we 
received from him ; down to the middle of the year 1 833, the accounts were settling 
between his executors. 

1419. Can you give the Committee no account of the net profits since he died? 
— I should think since his death the fund must have received at least for the year 
1833 the sum of 3,000/. but that sum includes the profit of printing. 

1420. Does the collector at Hull manage the printing there ?— iNo ; it is done by 
a printer and stationer. 

1421. Does he at Liverpool 1 — We have recently taken the Liverpool printing 
into our own hands ; we found the matter increasing so rapidly that we found it 
best to do SI). 

1422. What superintendence do the directors of the society exercise over the 
printing of the bills? — The printing of the bills is under my management in the 
same way as the other part of the office, 

1423. Do they exercise any effective superintendence, or do they look to the 
accounts? — The directors generally superintend the business of the office, but they 
do not enter minutely into its management. The office derives great advantage 
from the accommodation the influence of the directors specially secures to it ; and 
their influence restrains parlies from improperly furnishing accounts to the injury of 
the office. 

1424. Can you give a general statement of the fees demanded at Liverpool ? — 
1 will insert them in the evidence when it is sent to me. I annex a copy of a letter 
from the chief clerk in the Bill of Entry Office at Liverpool, dated 8 April 1834, 
containing a general statement of the fees demanded at that port, marked (B). I also 
beg leave to lay before this Committee two weeks copies of the several publications 
issued from the Bill of Entry Office, marked respectively (C.) and (D.) 

Mr. Henry George Horn, called in; and Examined. 

1425. THE Committee understand that you are one of the signers of the writs 
under the chief clerk of the Court of King’s Bench? — Yes, I am. 

1426. Mr. Wadham Wyndham is the other, is he not? — Yes, he is. 

1427. Do you both of you discharge that duty in person ? — Yes, we do. 

1428. Be so good as to state to the Committee what the nature of the duty you 
execute is ? — The duties we execute are to sign writs upon the commencing of 
actions in the Court of King’s Bench, upon which documents are left and filed in 
the office, which have to be arranged and filed. We receive fees thereon, a part of 
which we pay to Lord Ellenborough, and a portion of them we retain for our own 
use. Then monies paid into Court are received by us, and drawn for when 
applied to by the parties taking the money out ; the checks are drawn upon Hoare’s 
bank. There are other things which perhaps it would be as well to state to the 
Committee : all parties in custody of the marshal, discharged upon providing 
bail in actions we give discharges for, and the bail pieces are filed with us. Those 
are all, I think, of the principal duties of the office. Searches of course are fre- 
quently made for affidavits and prascipes, the files of which it is our duty to hand 
to the parties requiring them, and to make office copies of affidavits of debt, and 
copies of transcripts on writs of error; that is the whole of the business of the 
office. 

1429. Then all the money which is received and paid into court is, in point of 
fact, paid to you, is it ? — It is not, strictly speaking, paid to us ; the banker’s receipt 
is brought to us by tlie attorney who pays the money into the bankers. It is per- 
haps, strictly speaking, our duty to receive the money, and place it in the bank 
ourselves, but it has always been the custom to do it as it is done now; our pre- 
decessors did the same. 

1430* When the money is required to be paid out, application is made by the 
parties entitled to it, is it not? — Yes ; we take a receipt from the party applying 
for it, and draw a check upon Hoare’s bank. 

1431* No person is entitled to draw upon account of Lord Ellenborough at 
Hoares bank excepting you and Mr. Wadham Wyiidliam, is there? — There is none 
other entitled to do so. 

1432. Is- 
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1432. Is there any other signature required than yours or Mr. Wyndham’s ? — 
None ; only one of ours. 

1433* ^0 make the payment upon the application of the party only without 
any order of the court r — There is a new rule now upon that subject, which only 
took effect this term. The rule is this ; that in future the money shall be paid in 
upon the plea, and paid to the party on demand when applied for, which supersedes 
the necessity of having a rule now, which formerly was obliged to be had. 

1434. What had been the custom formerly then ? — The custom formerly has 
been to pay the money in, and upon our receipt to obtain a rule, and to serve that 
rule upon the plaintiff’s attorney, and the plaintiff’s attorney brought an office 
copy of that rule, upon which we paid him the money. There are special cases 
of course which vary from that. I am speaking now of monies paid in the ordinary 
way i but money may be paid in upon what we call special rules or special orders 
of the Judge, which is received in the common course of a suit at law ; if the 
•money is paid in under special circumstances, we require a special order to pay it 
out again, either of the Judge or of the Court. 

1435. Then these parties who come and apply for money paid in, they do not 
bring you an official order of the court do they, to have it out? — Not now. When 
money is paid in in the ordinary way it is this : there is a suit at law, and when it 
has gone on to a certain stage, the defendant admits so much money to be due from 
him, and he brings it into court; in that case the plaintiff is entitled to it upon 
application without any order of the court. 

1436. Then what is held to be your sufficient warrant for giving the draft, is 
this; is it or not; it is therconcurrent signatures of the two solicitors ; the solicitor on 
both sides ? — The defendant admitting so much to be due, we pay it to the plaintiff, 
upon his applying for it, having entered in our books the circumstances under which 
it is brought in. 

1437. Then the fact is, you make yourselves masters of the legal state of each 
cause ; and you understand in what state it is with regard to the legal rights of the 
plaintiff and the defendant? — Just so. 

1438. And having ascertained that, you then grant a draft for such a sum of 
money as the party may appear to be entitled to ? — Exactly so. The money is 
brought into court in very few cases, compared with the number of actions com- 
menced in the court. 

1439. What do you apprehend to be the reason of the alteration which is about 
to be made in the mode of paying out the money which is lodged in your hands in 
ordinary cases ? — I presume the only reason to be to save the expense of the rule, 
-and to simplify the proceedings. 

1440. How are you acquainted with the rights of the parties who apply to you, 
who is the plaintiff or entitled to receive for the plaintiff ; in what way do you make 
yourself acquainted with the facts ? — The defendants attorney, when he brings the 
money, gives also the name of the plaintiff’s attorney, which we enter in our books. 

1441. Then you deal with the attornies to both the parties? — Yes; I should also 
state that they generally bring a copy of the plea served upon them, which comes 
from the defendant’s attorney ; but 1 do not consider that if they were to come 
without the plea we should be justified in refusing to pay them. 

1442 You consider in all such cases that the money is due instanter to the 
plaintiff’s attornies, do you ?■= — Y"es, it is always so; it is admitted to be due. 

1443. The act of paying in is an admission, is it not? — Yes; of course the 

exceptions to this are the special cases. I have stated that money may be paid in 
under special circumstances to abide the general order of the court; in those cases 
the money is not paid out as a matter of course. , r 1 j • • 

1444. Is the larger portion of what you hold in your hands of that description, 
■or the other? — The larger portion, perhaps, in amount, but not the larger portion 

in number. • u .u 

1445. Does it often happen that you have any difficulty in ascertaining whether 

you ought or ought not to give a draft to a party applying for the money out. 
Never, because in all cases of dispute a special order is brought directing us to pay 
the money, and to whom to pay it. , • . • 1 j 

1446. So that there never is any doubt whether the party applying is entitled 
or not? — I should say there never is any doubt ; the order is brought to us; we 
are to judge of its correctness in point of form, and in pointing out the way in which 
the money is to be paid. 

J ^ 04 1447. Does 
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1447. Does not a doubt sometimes arise upon the order? — Sometimes a doubt 
may arise upon the wording of it ; it may be obscurely drawn up. 

1448. Do you determine that point yourselves, or do you go to your principal ? 
— We may consider ourselves going to the principal when we go to the master; 
he is the secondary of the chief clerk, and he represents the chief clerk in court. 

1449. Suppose that by Act of Parliament the money held by Lord Ellenborough 
at present were directed to be paid into the Bank of England on a public account, 
would there be any inconvenience to applicants or suitors ensue from such an 
arrangement ? — I think that the inconvenience would principally arise from the 
divstauce the Bank of England is from the office M’here we transact our business. 

1450. Where is your office ? — In the Temple. 

1451. There is no other inconvenience occurs to you as likely to ensue, is there? 
— No, I do not know of any other at present. 

1452. Are you in attendance there every day? — Every day. 

1453. During the sitting of the court do you mean? — Every day during the whole 
year; Mr. Wyndbam and myself divide our attendance in the long vacation, at 
other times we are there together. 

1454. Both of you are there, are you ? — Yes, both of us. 

1455. But during the long vacation there is only one of you there? — During the 
long vacation, the one who is in attendance has a person to assist him. Mr. Wynd- 
ham pays a person regularly to assist him in the office business 50/., and I pay 
about 20/. a year to an assistant; it is not strictly calculated, but it is thereabouts. 

1456. Is that person competent to perform the duty which you would have to 
discharge if you were there ? No, he is not. 

1457. He cannot sign Tvrits then ? — Yes, he might sign writs. 

1458. That is, he would sign the writs in the name of the clerk? — The signature 
is done by affixing a seal upon it. 

1459. What are the emoluments of yourself and Mr. Wyndham from this office? 
— Mr. Wyndham’s salary is fixed under the Act of 1 Will. 4. c. 58. the Compen- 
sation Act, it 15489/. ipj, 3</; mine is under an order from the Treasuiy that 
I am to retain 489/. 1 ^s. 3 d. out of the fees, and pay over the surplus ; but during 
the two years that I have held the office, my share of the fees have not amounted 
to so much as 400/. in either year. 

1460. Is there a certain fee which accrues to you and Mr. Wyndham from each 
operation which you perform ? — Not from each operation, but from some of them. 

1461. Is it a fee fixed in amount? — No, they are not all fixed in amount ; one 
of our fees is for poundage upon monies paid out of court ; it is a poundage of one 
per cent, upon the amount paid out. 

1462. Do you hold the .office jointly ? — Yes, jointly. 

1463. So that the fee which is payable is divided equally between you? — Yes. 

1464. Whether you are in attendance or not? — Just so. 

1465. Is the money usually paid into the bankers in small sums, and drawui out 
in small sums ? — Yes, very small, 

1466. ^ou apply that both to what is paid in as well as to what is drawn out? 
— Yes ; generally the same sum is paid out that is paid in. 

1467* What sum would you call a small sum, 50/.? — Considerably less than 
that ; 2 /. and 3/., and sometimes only a few shillings in a cause. 

1468. Does it frequently happen that sums so small as 2I. are paid in separate 
items to the account? — Yes, very frequently. 

1469. The drafts which are drawn by you, are generally of amounts the same as 
those w'hich are paid in, a.re they? — Yes, generally. 

1470. When were you appointed to that office? — I was appointed on the 27th 
of June 1832. 

1471. Can you state to the Committee any thing like the number of payments 
which you usually make in a month? — I cannot say exactly ; I should think in the 
course of the year perhaps 300 or 400 sums are paid in, and nearly the same number 
are given out. 

1772. When were you appointed ? — I think it was on the 27th of June 1832 ; 
I had previously been in the office 21 years as deputy to the former two signers. 

1473. Then Mr. Wyndham was appointed prior to the Act of 1 Will. 4? — He 
was appointed just before; he was appointed in the early part of May, and the Act 
took effect on the 24th of May. 

.1474. Did he come under the provisions of that Act? — Yes, he did. 

M 75 - Are you also under the provisions of that Act? — No, I am not. 

1476. The 
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1476. The Act was retrospective, was it? — It was. 

1477. Will you have the goodness to explain why it is that you stand in a difte- 
enl situation from Mr. Wyndham — Because the Act declared all officers entitled 
to compensation who had been appointed previously to the 24th of May 1830, and 
I was not appointed until 1832. 

1478. Then, under that Act, he gets the 400 and odd pounds as compensation ? 
—Yes, he does; which was the average amount, ascertained by the Commissioners 
under that Act of ten years previous. 

1479. What amount of salary does that Act assign to you as coming subse- 
quently ? — The Act points out how the officers shall be paid in future ; it states 
that the appointment shall be certified to the I.ords of the Treasury, and that they 
shall fix the amount of emolument, which they did fix at the same sum for me as 
for Mr. Wyndham, but it was to be received out of the fees of the office. 

1480. How does Mr. Wyndham get his? — He has the deficiency made up to 
him by the Treasury. 

1481. Then the entire fees receivable by the signer are not sufficient to pay you 
and Mr. Wyndham that sum ? — Not that portion of the fees assigned to us. 

1 482. But some fees were received by you as your own as signers, and the others 
went to the chief clerk ? — Which porrion does not amount to sufficient at present. 

1483. Is the difference made up to you in any way as it is to Mr. Wyndham r — 

No, it is not; I should perhaps explain to the Committee, that on the 29th of 
August last the office for signing writs issuing in the county of Middlesex was 
abolished by Act of Parliament, and the duties thrown upon the signers of the 
writs, myself and Mr. Wyndham. Upon that I sent a memorial into the Treasury, 
first asking for the 489/. igs. $d. to be realized to me, and next asking for their 
Lordships to take into their consideration the propriety of allowing me something 
more for the n’ew duties I had to perform. I had an answer two or three months 
afterwards to the memorial, stating that my Lords could not accede to my request, 
as they considered the original arrangement made in August 1 832 sufficient remu- 
neration for the duties I performed without givingme any answer to the first part of 
my memorial respecting the making up of the sum. When we sent in our accounts 
this year, I wrote a letter to Mr. Spring Rice, pointing out that, and requesting to 
know if their Lordships would again take into their consideration that part of my 
memorial relating to the securing to me the sum of 489^' 19 '^’ which I have 

not yet had any answer. _ ^ r • r 

1484. Are fees receivable under the new duties which you perform as signer of 
the writs for Middlesex ?— Yes, just the same as for writs in other counties. 

1485. Have not those fees brought up the amount to the equivalent of your 
salary ? — No, they have not ; the business of the court has very much fallen off, 
particularly that part of the business out of which our fees arose. 

1486. The civil business?— It is all civil business, but particularly that part of 



the business out of which our fees arose. 

1487. What pari of the business is that?— Our fees are pnocipally for searches 
office copies of affidavits and praecipes, poundage on monies paid out of court, and 
fees on receipts for monies paid into court, for discharges to the marshal, for exone- 
rations on bail pieces, and post terniinura on bail pieces, those fees have diminished 
in a much larger proportion than the other fees in the office, so that although we 
get considerably less fees, the material duties are not decreased by it. 

1488. How do you account for that portion of the business having fallen off?— 
By the different rules of court that have been made which apply particularly to the 
lessening of them. One I can state particularl}^ is searches, and it is occasioned by 
persons now putting in common bail not being required to insert the county m 
ivhich the action il brought in the bail piece, tvhich before they were obliged 

1489. How did that require persons to make a search ?— Because in all county 
business, the attorney in town did not know in what county the writ had been issued, 
and generally speaking, there was a search in our office to ascertain it. 

1490. Who appointed you?— Lord Ellenborough. r 

1491. When you were appointed, were you aware that the question of the amount 
of your salary would be submitted to the Commissioners of Compensation .— 1 was 



not aware of it. . i .-i • • 

r 492 . You did not know that there was a Report from the Commissioners upon 
the amount to be given to you ?-I cannot say that I was not aware of it, because 

I think I was told by their secretary that it would be so. 

•' p 1493* 



Mr. B.G.IToni. 



5 May 1834. 
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1 493. The Treasury order was that you should receive the fees, whatever fees 
were received until they came to a certain amount? — Just so. 

1494. And if they exceeded that amount, what then ? — Then I was to pay over 
the difference to the Consolidated Fund. 

1495. Then, in point of fact, you have received the salary which was awarded to 
you by tlie Treasury ?— Not to the amount they have mentioned. 

1496. Not the maximum you mean ? — No j but I have receivedpnly what the 
fees have produced. The letter stated, that so long as the net moiety of the fees 
received did not exceed the sum of 489/. 195. 3d I was to retain them for my^own 
use. I wish to explain to the Committee, that by my appointment to the office of 
signer of the writs, there was a saving in the disbursements of the office of upwards 
of 200/. per annum, which had been paid to me as deputy to the former signer. 

1497. Have tlie signers no deputy now? — No, that was one of the arrangements 
in the letter addressed to me by the Treasury, slating that it was made upon the 
distinct understanding that the Government was to be put to no expense for clerks 
in the execution of the duties of the office. 

1498. Who paid your salary as deputy when you filled the office? — The then 

two signers, and they charged it to the Government under the Act of the ist of 
William the Fourth. • 

1499. They charged it to the Consolidated Fund, did they? — Yes. 

1500. In point of fact, what did your profits amount to when you made the 
remonstrance? — I think to somewhere about 380/. 

1501. Was the expense of employing a deputy deducted, when the Compen- 
sation Commissioners proceeded to assess and estimate the emoluments of 
Mr. Wadham Wyndham? — It was the average of the fees; they would have 
heen but for that deduction upwards of 600/. a year. 

1502. Did the signers in fact pay out of their own fees thait sum of 200/.? — 
They did. 

1503. Before the passing of the Act ? — Yes, and afterwards they still continued 
to pay it, and they charged the disbursement to the Treasury in their accounts. If 
they had done the duties themsfelves as we do now, they would have got more than 
600/. a year. 

1504. If you had been under the old system then you would have had 600/. 
a year? — Just so. 

1505. Is there any restriction upon your power of drawing upon the bankers as 
signer of the writs ^ — No. 

1506. The bankers do not take into consideration the authority under which 
you draw? — Not at all. 

1 507. The bankeris bound to obey the check trf the utmost extent of the money 
remaining in his hands, upon the account of the chief clerk ? — Just so. 

1.508. Has any check been established by the chief clerk upon your exercising 
that power? — Noneat all, except by taking a security bond from each of us. 

1509. What is the amount? — Five thousand pounds each; they are separate 
bonds. 

1510. Which, considering the amount usually in the banker’s hands, is amply 
sufficient, is it ? — I should think so ; the average value I should say is about 8,000 /. 

1511. Do you speak of that as being the average amount of the balance? — 
Yes, the average amount of the balance. 

1512. Is it not your duty to be acquainted with the state and fluctuation of the 
balance at the banker’s from day to day and from week to week ? — No ; it is an 
account kept in a peculiar manner. Every check that we draw is in the name of a 
particular cause, and it refers to the date of the sum in that cause being paid in; 
and when a sum is paid out of court we strike out of our book the entry of the 
receipt into court of that particular sum ; and at Hoare’s bank they keep the 
account in a similar manner as pointed out by the late Lord Ellenborough. 

1513. Then do you not check the aggregate balance as it stands between you 
and the bankers? — No. 

1514. Suppose any body were to forge a draft of yours, and the banker were by 
error to pay that draft, you would not be able to detect the fraud, would you? — 
Not immediately. 

1.515. But if the Committee understand you correctly, you would never detect 
it ? — The sums remain so short a time in court that there can be no doubt tliat 
that particular sum would be applied for. They are paid in and out again almost 
immediately, generally speaking. 

1516. Are 
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1516. Are the drafts so drawn that the bankers themselves know when they pay 
a draft, that they are paying it in reference to a sum w'bich was paid in on some 
particular former day ? — They do always, and they refer to it. 

1517. Supposing that you were to draw upon the banker as signer of the writs, 
without any reference to any such particular cause, would he be obliged to pay 
that draft ? — No, I apprehend he would not pay it. 

1518. Then that operates as a check and as a restriction upon the power of 
drawing? — It does so ; we can only draw for any sum in any particular cause. 

1519. Ifa draft were presented to the banker, the amount of which did not 
correspond with any preceding sum actually paid in and not drawn out, the banker 
would not pay it, is that so ? — No, he would not. 

1520. Then the Committee are to understand from your stating that money is 
both paid in and drawn out in small sums, that the increase of trouble in trans- 
ferriti" the account to the Bank of England would be very considerable ? — Yes, 
I thitTk it would ; probably giving us the trouble of carrying it there, for I do not 
think that the attornies would go so far to take it. 

1521. Do vou use the additional precaution of writing the attorney’s name upon 
the check? — Yes, always; the attorney writes it himself. 

1522. In point of fact, are you aware whether any frauds have ever happened 
in the dispatch of that part of the business, which consists of receiving and paying 
out money ? — I never knew of any fraud, nor any attempt at fraud. 

1523. Have you any idea of the general average in the banker’s hands during 

the course of the year ; you mentioned at the last inspection of the banker’s books 
it was 9, 1 00/., what do you suppose the general average is ? — I should say that that 
would be the general average ; but if Lord Ellenborough has said differently, pro- 
bably he has better means of information than myself. I seldom look at the actual 
balance of the account, unless it is particularly required ; it has been required at 
times for certain purposes. I remember once ascertaining the balance, and it was 
then 1 3,000 and deducting h’otu that for Exchequer bills, it w'ould leave 

8,000/.; and on another occasion I know that it was 9,000/.; so that I should 
suppose that that was about the average balance- ^ „ 

1524. Balance in cash you mean, independently of the Exchequer bills r > 
I knew of one sum of 13,000 /. being paid in at once, of course that would swell 
the balance very materially for a short time. 



Jovis, 15 ® die Maiif 1834 . 



GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIll. 



John Hawkins, Esq., Deputy Eegistrar of the Prerogative Court in Ireland, 
called in ; and Examined. 

1525. THE Committee understand that you are deputy registrar of the 
Prerogative Court in Ireland ? — Yes, I am. 

1526. Who is the principal registrar? — Mr. William Stewart. T,,iy . 

1527. How long have you been deputy registrar?— Thirty-two years last July , 

you,Ts* he registrar, transact the whole buOTess of the office ? 

—Not now ; since my blindness my son has joined me in the 

1529. H^w longis that agor-It will be five years on the 30 th of next month. 
1530- Does Mr. Stewart himself ever attend the ■ , f 

> 531 . What is the nature of the business transacted y . 

Preroeative Court’— A great variety of the general business of the eomt is 

the grloting of probates fndadmioistWons, and all matters connected wrth the 
'"“i 53°2. Generally speaking, it is all matters connected with the proof of wills, is 
“ TthfbXctlmhlT'iru^^^ whole time and your son’s whole 

time?— Yes, it is; it takes up our time daily from lO o clock m the moimng unti 

4 in the afternoon. j -i ' v 

silt WhTra«“thetlwCl"^^^ ore 'received, first by your 

prindp'al alS the "by y ourTelf, as deputyP-I can tell the Committee the way ,n 

P 2 



Mr. H. G. Horny 



5 May 1834. 
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John Hawkins, Esq. which they are received ; I get one-fourth of the entire fees upon the business done 

in the office, after deducting the expenses of the office, and the other three-fourths 

15 May 1834. go to Mr. Stewart. 

1536. You receive one-fourth of the net emoluments of the office, do you? 

Yes, after an allowance made for the expenses of the office, and Mr. Stewart oets 
the other three-fourths. 

* 1537 - Can you tell the Committee what are the expenses of the office ?— Five 

hundred pounds, Irish, is the sum which Mr. Stew-art allows for the expenses j it is 
an allow^ance which is made to me for the expenses of the office. 

1538. And that sum is adequate to defray all the expenses of the office, is it ?— 
Yes, it is. 

1 539 - The Committee have before them the return of Mr. Stewart’s emoluments 
as registrar of the Prerogative Court, in which it is stated that the gross emoluments 
for the year ending the 5th January 1834, were 2,439/. and that the 

expenses of the office during the same time were 1,274/. 12^. Sd.? — Yes. 

1540. That return was furnished either by you or your son, was it not? -That 

return was furnished by my son, under my directions and with my knowledge ; of 
course it is slated by him, but I am aware of the circumstances. 

1541. Then the sum of 1,274/. 12J. 8d. which appears here as the expenses of 
the office for that year, that includes the quarter part which is payable to you, does 
it? — Yes, it does; it includes the allowance for the expenses and my fourth 
afterwards. 

1 542. So that according to that the net receipts of Mr. Stewart are the difference 

between the sum of 1,274/. 12^. 8^/. and the sum of 2,439/. i4'^- lod.? No 

I rather think that the gross receipts of the office are 3,600/., and Mr. Stewart’s 
share, after deducting the expenses of the office, is certainly 2,400/. and something. 
If it is stated so in the return 1 rather think it is a mistake. That sum must be 
exclusive of the expenses and my proportion of the fees. 

1543. Then, in fact, this return has not stated it correctly, the items are not cor- 
rectly designated in the return ; it is stated here as being the amount of the gross 
emoluments, but the Committee now understand you to state that it is really the 

amount of the whole receipts of Mr. Stewart, clear of all the deductions, is that so ? 

It is, there is no doubt of it ; Mr. Stewart had the accounts, and I believe he made 
out the Return to Parliament. It did not go through our hands direct here, but we 
understood what was required, and we furnished Mr. Stewart with the abstracts, in 
order to enable him to make a return, but I am certain that the 2,400/. is net 
with him. 

1544. Are the emoluments of the office derived entirely from fees? — Yes, they are. 

1545. By whom are those fees regulated ? — They have been regulated by very 
ancient usage, and they are at present as they were when I got the office, and if 
any innovation were to be made on them, they, are subject to the control and 
objection of the Judge. 

1546. Then the fees have never been altered in your recollection, have they ? 

No, except in some very mere trifles, which are set out in the Nineteenth Report. 
I underwent a very long examination at that time, when I was suffering under this 
blindness, when it, came on first, and I was very ill. 

1547 - Who held the office before Mr. Stewart? — Sir John Robinson. 

• 1548. But was not the office, before it was held by Sir John Robinson, granted 
to William Maxinrilian Friend and John Friend, and the longer liver of them ? — 
Yes, it was granted to them, they were brothers; John Friend was Sir John Robin- 
son afterwards 

1549* The office is in the grant of the Archbishop of Armagh, is it not? — Yes, it is. 

^ 550 ' Are ]?ou aware of the nature of the authority under which he held the 
power of granting the office ? — Yes, lam; it is granted by patent under the second 
of King Charles the First, the first patent is of that date, I believe ; there was a 
second in the eighth year of the same reign j I think that thatfirst patent is set out 
m the Report, and the second is set out in a supplement to it. 

Do you know whether the original patent is set out at length ffiere? — 
JNo, I rather think it is not, I think it is only an extract. 

1552. Are you aware of the terms in which the patent from Charles the First, 
which granted to the Archbishop of Armagh the right of granting this office, is 
worded? — 1 was not, until I heard that Report read. 

1553* According to the extracts set forth in that Report, it seems that the 
Archbishop of Armagh is only empowered to grant the office for one life, and also 
he IS only empowered to grant it in such manner as to be executed in person by the 

grantee? 
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grantee r — So it would appear, but upon the publication of the Report Sir John 
Robinson wrote to me, stating a further patent or grant, I think in the eighth year 
of the reign of King Charles the First, and it was then communicated by me 
with the concurrence of the present Judge Ratcliffe, to the Commissioners of 
Inquiry, and they published a supplement to that, explaining the matter more 
fully. Upon recollection, I rather think that it was Doctor Ratcliffe himself, who 
furnished the more recent patent. ’ 

1554 * Then the second patent of Charles the First so alluded to, confers ample 
powers upon the Archbishop of Armagh, namely, of granting the office of re<dstrar 
to the Prerogative Court, not only for two lives, but also in such manner as°to be 
executed either in person or by deputy, does it ? — I conceive it is so. 

1555. The original grant is embodied in the supplemental Report of the Com- 
missioners, is it not? — I cannot positively state, but I rather think it is. 

1 556. Has there been any interference on the part of the Judges to regulate the 
fees received in the office as far as you are aware? — None, that I am aware of. 

1557. The Commissioners in their Report recommend that, as to the future, the 
ofSce should .only be granted to be executed in person, after the expiration of the 
existing interest ; are you aware whether any steps have been taken to can-y that 
recommendation into effect ? — I am not ; that is, as to the office of registrar ? 

1558. Yes? — I am notj I do not immediately recollect any. 

1559. Have the emoluments of the office increased or diminished of late years? 
— I think they have increased. 

1560. Has the office ever been sold within your knowledge ? — ^Never. 

1561. Now as respects the other office to which reference was made in the 
letter which the Committee addressed to you, namely, that of marshal of the Pre- 
rogative Court, held by Mr. David Beattie, are you informed of the nature and 
tenure of that office ? — I believe it is an office held for life. 

1 562. Does Mr. Beattie execute any of the duties of that office in person ? — No, 
be does not. 

1563. Who is his deputy? — The man who was there for years died last July 
1 think, and I believe the person who at present does the duty is Charles Carroll ; 
he has been lately appointed by Mr. Beattie, in consequence of the death of his 
former deputy. 

1564. Do you receive the fees payable for his use? — I do. 

1565. And you account for them to him, do you? — Yes, I do; I account for 
them to the principal, to Mr. Beattie, paying the deputy; that is, stopping so much 
for the deputy as is agreed on between them. 

1566. The Commissioners in this Report recommend a reduction in the fees of 
this office, are you aware whether any steps have been taken to carry that recom- 
mendation into effect ? — None have been taken so far as regards the office of 
marshal ; that is, the former deputy received other fees, which were by the present 
Judge ordered not to be taken upon the present appointment. 

1567. In this Report the Commissioners state, that they consider the grant of the 
patent to Mr. Beattie, with power to discharge his duties by deputy,' exceeds the 
authority granted to the Archbishop of Armagh, are you aware whether there was 
any subsequent enlargement of that authority by afresh patent, as in the case of 
the office of registrar of the Prerogative Court? — No, I am not. 

1568. Were any steps taken in consequence of this remark of the Commissioners 
that the grant to Mr. Beattie to discharge his duties by deputy exceeded the 
authority vested in the Archbishop of Armagh ? — I am not aware of any, except that 
Doctor Ratcliffe on the death of the late deputy marshal, when that happened, 
Doctor Katcliffe, I believe, called on Mr. Beattie, and made some communication 
to Mr. Beattie respecting his doing the duty in person. 

1569. And did Mr. Beattie in consequence of that communication transact any 
of the business in person? — He has not-done so ; Mr. Beattie is a very old man, 
and incapable of transacting the duties of the office. 

1570. How long has Mr. Beattie held the office ?—He has held it since the year 
1816, 1 believe. 

1 571 . How old is he now do you suppose ? — I should think be is between seventy 
and eighty from his appearance, and he is also very deaf, and I should say certainly 
incapable of doing any thing. 

1572. Have any steps been taken to cause the appointment to be made upon 
different conditions in the event of Mr. Beattie’s death, or have any regulations 
been made of any kind that you are aware of? — No steps have been taken or any 
regulations made that 1 am aware of. 

P 3 
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John Ker, Esq. 
a 2 May 1834* 



Jovis, 22 " die Mail, 1834 . 



GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



John Ker, Esq., Assistant Secretary to the Customs, called in ; and Examined. 

1573. WHAT place do you occupy in the Customs? — Assistant Secretary to 
the Board. 

1574. How long have you been in that situation ? — About two years. 

1575. But you nave been in tlie Customs much longer than that, have you not? 
— I have been in the Customs nearly 30 years altogether. 

1576. Are you acquainted with the circumstances under which these offices are 
held which are embodied in the Return now before the Committee? — Will you 
have the goodness to give me the names of the persons holding them ? 

1577. Here is one held by a Mr. Larkin? — Yes, I am aware of some of the 
circumstances respecting the office which Mr. Larkin holds. 

1578. The Committee understand that Mr. C. D. Larkin holds the office of 
deputy searcher, packer and gauger of the port of Dublin; is he the principal in 
that office, or only the deputy r — He is the deputy. 

1579. Who is his principal ? — There is some doubt about that; I have got all 
the particulars I could collect with respect to the principal, and perhaps I had 
better state them first. Under a warrant of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the 
Commissioners of the Customs were empowered to pay to the Honourable Robert 
Clements, who was the searcher, packer and gauger of Dublin, 1.013/. lOJ* 6</. 
as a compensation for the loss of fees. 

1580. What was the date of that warrant? — TheMStof March 1810; itisa 
warrant granting compensation to various officers, amongst whom is this one. 

1581. To Lord Leitrim and Mr. Robert Clements ? — I have seen a copy of the 
patent, and I believe that the patent has already been given in to the Committee. 
The office wasgi-anted to Robert Lord Leitrim for the lives of himself and his sons, 
Nathaniel Clements and Robert Clotworthy Clements, and the life of the longest 
liver of them; Robert Lord Leitrim died in July 1804, and the Honourable 
Robert Clements, the party in possession of the office when the compensation was 
granted in the year 1810, died in July 1828, since which time no person has 
claimed the allowance. The Nathaniel Clements mentioned in the patent is, I un- 
derstand, the present Lord Leitrim. 

1582. No payment has been.made by virtue of that w'arrant since the year 1828, 
has there?— No payment has been made since the death of the Flonourable Robert 
Clements, to whom the compensation was granted by name. 

15 ^ 3 '^ Does Mr. Larkin hold the office of deputy by appointment from Lord 
Leitrim ? — I take it for granted he does ; 1 believe the deputation has been put in. 

1584. In what manner are the emoluments of Mr. Larkin derived; are they 
derived from fees ? — He receives, under the same warrant of the 1st of March 
1810, a compensation for the loss of fees. 

^585* Then there are no fees at all now received by any person in virtue of this 
office, either by the principal or by the deputy?— No, the payments are made by 
the Crown. 

1586. Whatever sum is paid is paid as a compensation for the loss of fees, is 
it?— Yes, the fees were abolished. The sum granted to Mr. Larkin was 400/. 
Irish, which is 369/. 4J. Sd. British currency and that was granted distinct from 
the compensation granted on the like account to the then possessor of the patent 
office. It does not appear in whom the office became vested on the death of 
Mr. Clements in the year 1828, but the period of its abolition will not arrive till 
the death of the present Lord Leitrim, when it will cease, according to the pro- 
visions of an Act of Parliament of the 47th of George the Third. 

1587. The sum of 400/. Irish was granted to Mr. Larkin as a compensation 

by a I'reasury warrant, was it ?— By the instrument required by the Fee Abolition 
Act, a warrant signed by the Lord Lieutenant, and countersigned by the Lords of 
the Treasury. ° 

® 1588. Was 
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158B. Was it granted to him for his life, or during such lime as the office should 
continue ? — It was granted as long as he should continue to hold the office. The 
warrant at length has already been given in to the Committee, and 1 believe is 
recorded on the minutes of evidence ; I have a copy of it here. 

1589. Then is it considered that Mr. Larkin still holds the office ? — Yes. 

1590. Although there are no duties attached to it, and no fees received in virtue 
(jf jt? — The compensation is in lieu of the fees which were abolished; he receives 
an equivalent for those fees. The office itself will not be at an end till Lord 
Leitrim dies. 

1591. Are you aware whether or not Mr. Larkin discharges any duty in any 
other office? — He does not, in the Customs. 

1592* With respect to the office which appears next in the Return before the 
Committee, can you state the circumstances under which that is held ? — I beg par- 
don but perhaps the Committee would allow me to mention a case where the 
principal died, and the compensation for loss of fees, which had been granted to 
his deputy, was continued under the name of compensation for the loss of office. ■ 

1593* What case is that ? — It is the case of the patentee searcher of Drogheda, 
Mr. Price. The compensation which had been granted to his deputy, Mr. C. Collins, 
for the loss of fees, amounting to the sum of 44 Z. 12^,, was discontinued upon the 
death of Mr. Price ; and in consequence of that circumstance, there was an appli- 
cation from Mr. Collins, praying for compensation underthe Act of Parliament of the 
47 George the Third ; and upon that the Board of Customsin Ireland stated a case for 
the opinion of the Attorney-General, and their counsel, who gave the opinion set 
forth in a warrant, of which I have a copy, granting Mr. Collins compensation 
for the loss of his office equal in amount to the compensation which he before had 



for the loss of fees. 

1594. What is the date of it?~It is dated in February 1811, and is in these 
words; “By the Lord Lieutenant-General and General-Governor of Ireland. 
Richmond. Whereas we did on the 20th day of March i8io, signify to the 
Commissioners of Customs our approbation of their paying Mr. Charles Collins, 
deputy searcher, packer and gauger of Drogheda, an allow'ance of 44/. 12.S. per 
annum, as compensation for loss of fees, in consequence of the Act of the4Btb year 
of his Majesty’s reign, intituled, ‘An Act for abolishing fees received by officers 
in the service of the Customs in the several ports of Ireland, and for regulating 
the hours of attendance and the number of holydays to be observed by the said 
officers, and certain officers of Excise:’ And whereas Paul Prj^, the patentee 
searcher, packer and gauger of Drogheda, has since died, and the said compensa- 
tion to Mr. Collins has been discontinued ; and the said Commissioners having, in 
consequence of an application of the said Charles Collins praying compensation 
under the provisions of an Act passed in the 47th year of his Majesty s reign, 
intituled, ‘ An Act to abolish certain offices in the Customs in Ireland, and to abolish 
or regulate certain other offices therein,’ stated a case to the Attorney General 
and their counsel thereupon, they have given their opinion as follows, viz. The 
compensation which was granted to the deputy searcher, packer, &c. was under 
the Fee Abolition Bill, and which therefore must cease upon the death of the prin- 
cipal ; but as k appears that the office of the principal is one of those which is by 
the Act of the 47th of the King, chapter 12, to be abolished from the death of the 
principal, w^e are of opinion, that under the seventh section of this Act, the Lom- 
missioners of Customs are empowered, with the approbation of the Lords of the 
Treasury and of the Lord Lieutenant, to grant the deputy such reasonable compen- 
sation as they may think proper and the said Commissioners being of opinion that 
the continuation of the said allowance per annum would be a reasonable 

compensation to the said Charles Collins for the loss of the sai^d office we do hereby 
approve of the said Commissioners continuing to pay Mr. Charles Collins the said 
allowance of 44 h i2s. per antiuin, as compensation to him tor the loss of the said 
office of deputy searcher, packer and gauger of Drogheda, and for so doing this 
shall be a wLrant. Given at His Majesty's Castle of Dublin, the day of 

February iSii.’ 



1595. The Committee understand you to state, that it is doubtful who the present 
principal or owner of this office is, whether it is Lord Leitrim or any other persori? 
—Yes ; if Lord Leitrim, became patent searcher on tne.deaft ot his brother m 
the year 1828, of course he is the present principal ; but that does not appear he 
not having come forward to claim the allowance, and to prove he is 



.7o/i« Ker, Esq. 



22 Mayi&34. 
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•John jCer, Esq. 
83 May 1834. 



1596. Then no one has claimed the office ?— In point of fact the allowance iia$ 
not been claimed since the death of Mr. Clements. 

1597. The office which appears next in the Return before the Committee is that 
of searcher, packer and gauger of Carrickfergus and Larne, held by Mr. William 
Cooper. Is the payment made to Mr. William Cooper under similar circumstances 
with the former ? — Yes, it is compensation for the loss of fees under the same war- 
rant of 1 St March 1810. 

1598. Then there are no duties performed, and no fees received by William 

Cooper, are there ? — No, nothing but the allowance payable by the Customs of 
243 25 . Irish, or 224/. 85. ^d. of the present currency. 

1599. What is the date of that warrant? — It is dated the 1st of March 1 810. 

1600. Is that payment directed by the warrant to be made to William Cooper 
during bis life ? — It is as long as he shall continue to hold the office. The words of 
the warrant are, “ to continue respectively during the time that such officers shall 
continue to hold their said offices respectively.” 

1601. Then is this office directed to be abolished? — It is one of those enumerated 
for abolition by the Act of Parliament of the 47th of George the Third, when it 
shall become vacant. 

1602. Are any duties at all executed of this office now r— No. 

1603. Neither by William Cooper, nor any deputy appointed by him? — The 
deputy has been dead some years. 

1604. During the life of the deputy, do you know whether he received any com- 
pensation by warrant from the Irish Treasury or not? — The sum granted to 
Mr. Cooper was ^for himself and deputy, and that was 287/. 165. i 5 . Irish, of 
which the deputy received 41 1 . and some odd money. Mr. Cooper now receives 
that portion of the grant which remains, after deducting the sum which was payable 
to the deputy during his life time. 

1605. Does Mr. Cooper discharge any other duties in the Customs? — No. 

1606. Now with respect to the office of searcher and packer of Strangford and 
Donaghadee, whicbisheld by the Earl of Donoughmore, is the payment to Lord 
Donoughraore made by virtue of a warrant from the Treasury? — It is made under 
a warrant of the Lord Lieutenant, dated the 30th of July 1 81 1, in the same terms 
as the former one. 

1607. Does it direct the annual payment to be made to him for his life, or so 
long as he shall hold the office ? — It is in precisely the same terms as the warrant 
before quoted. 

1608. The nm office which appears here in this Return is that of customer of 
Drogheda, Dundalk and Carlingford, which is held by Mr. Henry Hamilton, how 
is the payment made in respect of that? — There is a compensation for the loss of 
fees, also payable in that case under the Lord Lieutenant’s warrant, dated the 
1st of March 1810. 

1609. Is that warrant in the same language as the preceding ? — It is the same 
warrant, and it contains the names of various officers. 

1610. Then there are no duties now discharged in this office, are there?' — None 
whatever. 

1. Nor any fees paid ? — No, there are no fees; they are all abolished. 

1612. Is there any payment made to any deputy as compensation in this office 
of customer of Drogheda? — There is not. 

1613. Nor in the preceding office of searcher and packer of Strangford and 
Donaghadee? — No, not any. 

1614. But there appears to be a separate office of deputy customer and col- 
lector of Drogheda, held by Mr. Charles Tottenham Collins; have you any warrant 
relating to that office ? — Yes, there is a warrant of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
dated the 30th of July 1 81 1, directing payment by way of compensation for loss of 
fees to Mr. Collins of i2ih 125. 3d Irish, or J12/. 55. id British. 

1615. Does that warrant run in the same terms as the other, directing the pay- 
ment of that amount during the time he shall hold the office?— Yes, it is in the 
same terms. 

1616. Does Mr. Collins discharge any other duties in the Customs? — Yes, he 
is clerk to the present collector of Drogheda. 

1617. What are his emoluments in that capacity, do you know ?— I speak from 
memory merely, but I should suppose from about lOO/. to 120/. a year. 

1618. Who is now the collector of Drogheda? — Mr. Huey, 

1619. When 
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1619. When was he appointed? — I cannot charge my memory to say the 
exact time, but it is more than eleven years ago certainly. 

1 620. But the appointment was made since the date of that warrant which grants 
compensation to Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Collins, was it not? — The appointment of 
Mr. Huey, do you mean ? 

1621. Yes ? — I cannot speak to that particularly, but there is a Return here which 
will tell me. Mr. Huey appears by this Return to have been appointed by commis- 
sign, dated in the month of March 1817; hut the office held by Mr. Huey is 
distinct from that of customer. Prior to Mr. Huey’s appointment, there was a col- 
lector, besides the patent officer, called customer and collector. 

1622. Now with respect to the office of packer and searcher of Wexford, that 

seems to be held by Thomas Ord Lees, are the payments to him made by a Treasury 
warrant, in the same manner as the others? — ^The payment made by the Customs 
t9 Mr. Lees is the salary of this office ; it is an allow'ance of a different nature from 
that of the offices before spoken of; it is the salary of the office, and not com- 
pensation for loss of fees. _ • _ _ 

1623. Then his office is still considered to be an office with a certain degree of 
duty attached to it, is it? -There is no duty belonging to it. 

1624. Under what warrant is tliat payment made?— :•! will state the substance 
of the authority under which the payment is now made. It is a Treasury Order, 
addressed to the Commissioners of Customs, dated the 6th of February 1828, 
acquainting them that their Lordships did not conceive that they could, without the 
consent of the parlies, take any measures for revoking the patent ; that they 
imagine the parties had not lately been required to perform any duty ; that although 
they had a power to execute the office by deputy, yet if they appoint such deputy, 
he would be to be paid out of the salary of 504/. per annum received by the 
patentee. The order then goes on to say, “ If this be so, it does not appear to 
mv Lords that there will be any object gained in seeking the revocation of the 
patent, as the income now payable to the patentee under his patent would, in the 
event of the revocation of the patent, have been secured to him during his life. 
Their Lordships therefore have only to desire that, upon the expiration of the 
present patent, no other person be appointed to the office.” That is the authority 
under which the pavrnent continues to be made to Mr. Lees. 

1625. And that'is dated in 1810, is it?— No, it is dated 6th February 1828. 

I should have stated, that previously to the abolition of fees the emoluments of 
this office appear to have consisted of a salary of 500/. and fees amounting to 46/., 
together 546 1 . On the abolition of fees, no compensation was in this case granted 
expressly in lieu of fees, but the salary was then fixed at 546/. Irish, or 504^. 
British, by warrant of the Lord Lieutenant, dated 21st March 1809. , 

1626. In this Return there is an office of customer of Youghal, which is held 

by Robert Mead, have you any observations to make with respect to that office ?— 
He is paid by the Customs a compensation for the loss of fees, and it is granted by 
a w'arrant of the Lord Lieutenant. _ . r .t. r i 

1627. Is that office held for life or during pleasure .-—The warrant of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, dated the-i ith of August 1814, directed the payment m 
this case of an annual allowance of 20/. as a compensation for the loss of lees. 



1 have a copy of the warrant here. . . . . 

1628. The salary is continued for life, is it not?— There is no specific mention 
made of the duration of this compensation in the warrant. 

1620. Have you got the warrant appointing Mr. Mead '—No. 

163a Is that an efficient office, or is it a sinecure?— It is a sinecure. 

1631. Do not the Customs make two payments to this party r— Not to the 

Honourable Robert Mead. . . th® 

1632. What is the amount of the payment made to him?— It is l8I. gs. in the 



John Ker, jjlsq. 
22 May 1S34. 



''■'ThslTs^S no other payment made to him?-The Customs make no other 

‘From ^-source does the salary of 3^7^. arise ?-That salary Ls not 

paid by “'^ Customs. the other small sum, the compensation for fees, is 

that p^aid bf^rLSspUes, 20h Irieh, equal to tSh gs. Bntisb. is paid by 

‘’“'ies'eXwinthis Beturn there is another office ivhich is held by Richard Penne- 
father, that is the office of searcher, packer, &c. of Dundalk and Carh^fad.h 
you any observations to make to the Committee upon . Iqg/.~ 

5 ' 9 - “ ' 
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John Ker, Es'q* 



22 May 1834. 



G, Arbuthiot, Esq. 
5 June 1834. 



149/. 155. 8rf. is now payable to Mr. Richard Pennefather as a compensation for 
the loss of fees, under a warrant which is dated 1st March 1810. 

1637. He holds tlie office during pleasure, does he not? — I find it so stated 

under a patent; it is during pleasure, I believe. ’ 

1638. Were the fees of his office commuted to a fixed annual salary by Act of 
Parliament? — The fees were abolished, and a compensation was granted by the 
Crown in lieu of those fees which were formerly payable by individuals. 

1639. When does the office cease? — As soon as it shall become vacant. 

1640. Vacant by the death of the present possessor, do you mean? Either bv 

death or resignation under the Act of the 47 George the Third. . 

1641. How was the compensation granted ? — By a warrant of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. 

1642. It is paid out of the Customs, is it? — It is. 

1643. Explain to the Committee, if you please, what the nature of this office 

was as far back as you can recollect? — In the Appendix to the Report of the Com- 
missioners of Inquiry into Fees, &c. in Ireland in the year 1805, the searcher 
packer and gauger of Dublin is classed with officers in the long room, and his 
duties are described as being “ to prevent goods being landed or shipped until His 
Majesty’s duties thereon shall have been paid or fully secured ; he sees that the 
entries of goods, both inwards and outwards, the invoice and clearance of all 
vessels, and their cockets are regularly signed and passed by the proper officers.” 
That is the description of the duty given in that document, and there were at this 
time surveyors and inspectors on the quay, and land waiters, and a land waiter for 
exports, the duties of which officers consisted in the examination of goods on the 
quay, similar to those of the searchers and landing waiters of the present time, 
and to which those of the patent searcher, packer and gauger bore no analogy • 
they were quite distinct. ^ ’ 

1644. The Bill, under which all these compensations were granted, was the 
result of the inquiry of the Commissioners, was it not ? — This commission of 1 805 
was preparatory to that Bill. 

1645. Was there any recommendation of the Commissioners with regard to the 
interest of the parties, do you recollect; in the report of those Commissioners 
have they made any recommendation as to the existing interest of the parties who 
held those offices respectively? — I do not recollect, but I think it is assumed that 
reasonable compensation should be made to individuals whose fees might be 
abolished. 

1 646. The arrangement was one that was beneficial to the public service, that of 
abolishing the fees, was it not ? — I believe there is no doubt at all of it. 

1647. You cannot speak generally, can you, whether those offices in Ireland 
before the passing of the Act of Parliament were really effective offices or sine- 
cures? As a matter of opinion, I should say they were sinecures. It is just 
possible that here and there a man might, in person or by deputy, attend at the 
Custom House; but for any useful purposes I should say that they were all 
sinecures; indeed that point was settled by the Act of 1B07, which directed the 
offices to be abolished when vacant. 



Jovis^ 5° die Junii, 1834. 

GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



George Arbuthnot, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

1648. YOU hold the office of Receiver of First Fruits and Tenths ?— Yes. 

1649. How long have you held that?— I was appointed in'the year 1828. 

, ® discharge the duties of that office in person ?— Partly in person; 

tendence performed by my clerk or deputy under my superin- 

1651. your deputy?— Mr. Gunthorpe, who is paid by myself. 

1052. Mr. Gunthorpe, your deputy, is paid by yourself?— Yes. 
ib 5 T In the Return before the Committee, the gross emoluments of your office 
2 ^^®? at 270/. for the year ending the 5th of Jkuary 1834, and the expenses 
or ornce for the same time were 123/. 95.?— Yes. ' 

1654. Does 
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1654. Does that sum of 123Z. 9s. include the payments made to your deputy ? G. 
—Yes ; X pay him 100/. a year. 

1655. Is there any clerk employed besides the deputy.^ — Not besides the deputy; 
the remainder of the expenses are Land Tax and One and Sixpenny Duty. 

1656. Then there is no expense attached to the office except the payment of 
100/. a year to the deputy, the Land Tax and the One and Sixpenny Duty?- -No. 

1657. What are the particular duties which Mr. Gunthorpe performs? — He 

receives the payments of the First Fruits ; the Remembrancer of First Fruits certifies 
the amount to be received, and he receives the payments, and accounts for the pay- 
ments to me, , , , . . T . , T , , 

1658. What is the total sum which he receives r — It vanes very much ; I should 
think on an average about 5,000^. 

1659. On an average about 5,000/. per annum? — Yes. 

1660. The total sum which comes into the hands of Mr. Gunthorpe, as deputy 
to you? — Yes, he pays the amount daily as he receives it into the Hinds of my 
banker, and I pay it quarterly into the Exchequer, and account for it at the end of 

the year. , . ^ . • n u 

1061. From whom are these monies received r— From clergymen, nominally the 
first year's income of their livings, but the income is taken from the amount in the 
King’s Books, and I suppose averages about five per cent. Then a number of 
livings do not pay any First Fruits at all, because in the reign of Elizabeth all livings 
then not exceeding lo/. in value were exempted from payment, and again in the 
reicrn of Queen Anne, those not exceeding 50/. were exempted ; and I believe that 
at this time those livings which are exempted are of much value as those that pay. 

1662. Does Mr. Gunthorpe receive these monies immediately from the ciergy- 

jnen?-~Immediately, or their agents. 

1663. There is a particular office, is there, in which this business is conducted? 
—Yes, the office is iji the Temple. 

1664. Was Mr. Gunthorpe deputy to your predecessor? — Yes. 

1665. How long has he discharged the duties of the office altogether ?—! cannot 

answer that question, n- 1 i>ai t .t,- i 

1 666. Who was your predecessor in the office r — Mr. liicKiail, i tnmk'. 

1667. Were you appointed on his death r — T es, on his death. 

1668. Are you aware whether it has been always the custom, that the office has 
been continued to the possessor during life?— it has always been the custom 

hitherto, I believe. • ^ at t 

1660. Can you state who held it before Mr. Bicknell ?— No, I cannot. 

1670 Do you give any security for the proper application of this money, which 
comes into yoof hands as Receiver of First Fruits ?-Yes. two sureties of 500/. 
each, besides my own bond. 

jfiyi. Do you take any security from Mr. Gunthorpe?— xes. 

1672. To what amount? — To the amount of 400/. ^ 

167Q I think you stated that Mr. Gunthorpe is under directions always to pay 
the monies which he receives as they are received, not to retain them in hts own 

hands ?— He does not retain them in his own hands. ^ 

1674. Have the monies received in virtue of this office varied m point of amount 
during, the last few years ?-They vary from year to year, but the average I should 

think is what I have Stated. . . t 1 u 1 

1675. What is the average ?— About 5,000/. I should think. 

1676. How are your emoluments derived?— I deduct my salary from the pay- 
ments ; I pay the amount short of my salary into the Exchequer. 

lers; Ofre^alLt 

“flyg. Is it the same salary that was enjoyed by your predecessor, Mr. Bicknein 

l6to And has the salary remained unaltered ; do you liuow whether it was the 
same in Mr Btcknell’s time as it had been in the time of his predecessor . lam 
norairarf; it was altered many years ago, but I do not know the date at winch it 
« as done; I believe not in Mr. Bicknell s time. 

1681 It was not altered in his time?— No. I believe not. - 

ifiL: Are you aware of any prospective alteration which has, been enacted or 
Tess!" Z^MT'cttr^pe t£g^^ any “office or duties besides that of being 



your deputy ?— He is clerk to the Remembrancer likewise. 
519. 



16S4. To 



Arbvthnot, Esq. 



5 June 1834. 
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G.Arbuthiot, Esq. 1684. To the Remembrancer of First Fruits? — Yes. 

1 685. So that, in point of fact, what he does as deputy does not take up the whole 

5 Juue 1834. of his time ? — No, it does not take up the whole of his time. 

1686. Do you think it takes up any considerable portion of it ? — Yes, it takes up 
some time. 

1687. The whole of the duties, as I understood you to state them to the Com- 
mittee, consist in receiving what is paid by clergymen on new appointments to 
livings ? — There is occasional correspondence, and the accounts of receipts and pay. 
ments are of course regularly kept. The receiver or his deputy has likewise to 
attend at sheriff’s courts to claim arrears at times. I am called in the patent the 
Receiver of First Fruits and Tenths, but it is only the arrears of Tenths that I, 

• receive. 

1688. What are the Tenths ? — The Tenths are the tenths of the nominal income 
of the clergy paid yearly. 

1(389. on taking the living? — That is the First Fruits; the Tenths I fancy 

are paid annually. 

5690. There are a certain proportion of the livings of the kingdom which pav 
annually one-tenth of the amount at which they stand rated in the King’s Books ? 
— Yes, I believe that to be the case; there is the Tenths Office independent of the 
First Fruits. 

1691. What fund is that paid over to? — I do not know ; I presume the same 
purposes ; 1 am not certain. 

1692. But the aggregate amount of 5,000/. which you stated, that included both 
First Fruits and Tenths? — Thd whole that I receive; not the Tenths, they are 
received by the Receiver of Tenths- 

1693. iTou are not Receiver of Tenths? — I am called Receiver of Tenths in my 
patent, but I only receive the arrears of Tenths ; when any of the Tenths have fallen 
into arrear, they are certified to the Remembrancer of First Fruits by the Tenths 
Office, and if they can be recovered, they are paid to me. 

1694. Who is the Receiver of Tenths ? — Mr. Venables. 

1 695. What is the amount of the arrears of Tenths which you receive, on an 
average } — Very tricing. 

i6g6. The arrears are included in the 5,000/. ? — Yes. 

1697. Does the Remembrancer attend at ail, or does he do his office entirely by 
deputy ? — I do not think he attends ; his predecessor used to attend ; but he is a 
very old man. 

1698. Your original appointment was in 1828? — Yes. 

* 1699. It seems to have been renewed, by the statement here, in 1831 ?— Yes, on 
the death of the King. 

1700. A patent similar to this which the Committee have before them was then 
granted ? — Y es. 

1701. You are in the Treasury, I believe? — Yes. 

1 702. How long have you been in the Treasury ? — Nearly fourteen years. 

1 703* Have you any further information you wish to communicate to us respect-, 
ing the office you hold? — No, I think not. 

] ^4.^ By whom was your appointment originally given ? — I was appointed under 
the Administration of the Duke of Wellington, on the recommendation of Mr. Planta, 
to whom I was secretary. 



Lunte, 16“ die Jwiii, 1834 . 
GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Henry Cumphell, called in; and Examined. 

S\T II. Campbtll, , , 1 , vv. ... 

office of Prothonotary of His Majesty’s Palace Court? 

i6Ju».83,. 

1700. How long have you held it?— Forty-two years. 

1707. It appears by this return, that you have held it since the 27th of April 

1792; IS that so ?— Yes. / r 

1708. Is the return before the Committee correct as to the emoluments received 
• by you, 522/. 35^. nrf. ayear?-Yes. ■ 

1709. Attended 
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1709. Attended with an expense of 1 10/. 2 5. 2<i.? — Yes. H.CamiMl. 

171U. In vvhat way are those emoluments derived ? — In fees. 

1711. What is the nature of the fees from which they arise? — Upon different 16 June 1834. 
processes before the Court. 

1712. Are the fees charged to every plaintiff and defendant in that Court? — I 
believe so ; but at the same time I have availed myself of the power of acting by 
deputy ; my deputy can give much better information than I can, who has been in 
the office for 25 years. 

1713. Who is the deputy ? — Mr. Hewlett; he is my deputy. 

1714. Is that a copy of the grant under which you hold this office ?— Yes. 

1715. Is there no other patent or grant at all except the original of which this 
is the copy ? — No, I believe none. You will see the office is in the gift of a private 
individual, and not in the gift of Government. 

1716. The office is in the gift of whom? — Of the Knight Marshal for the time 
being. 

1717. Of the Household? — Yes. 

1718. As of a public officer?— It is in his character of Knight Marshal. 

1719. According to the terms of the grunt which the Committee have before 
them, there seems to be no mention of any terms of office ; the grant is not made 
specially to you for life or for any other term? — I imagine that would be found in 
the original patent constituting the Court. 

1726. Does that grant seem to be only a direction to the Judge of the Court to 
swear you in? — No. . 

1721. The Committee understand you to say, there is no other grant to which 
that has reference, no former grant, no former patent to }’OU ? Not tliat I am aware 
of - that is the only one I am aware of ; I was sworn in in consequence of that order. 

’j-22. Are von aware of the party by whom the office was held before you had 
it ?_My last predecessor was the late Lord Manvers, then. Mr. Pienepoint ; and 
1 rather think his elder brother preceded him, Mr. Meadows ; but that 1 am not 



^^7^3. Are you aware by whom Mr. Pierrepoint was appointed ?— By Sir Sidney 

^if2X"’Do you know how long he held the office?— Some years, but I do not 
recollect how' long. . 

1725 Howdidhevacateit?— Voluntary; he resigned u 

1726 Have you ever seen the patent of office by which Sir Sidney Meadows 
held his office of Knight Marshal of the Household ?-No, I do not .think I ever 

‘’“'1727. But it is your belief that in the patent of the office there is included the 
right of appointing of the Prothonotary of the Palace Court ?-I consider so, and 

I believe information than yourself upon this subject ? 

"lyM™ As toffie tenure of the office and the usage of the court ?-I have no doubt 
of it, because he has all the documents in the office under his care. 

1730. Your deputy also can give us more mforoiation with respect to the fees, 
whether they have been increased or diminished ? — Much more. , 

i fsi H Sir Sidney Meadows Knight Marshal of the Household now?-No; 

'^“h^tThTpCl■t Knight MarshaH-The son of the last Sir Janies 
Lamb. T u7 V 

ml Ire yo^awlre 

appointment, except a document of this des p r .u;- ? 

irtrdISs oTiL'‘otrrol[y by your deputy, or' are any 

1^1^: since you have had itf- 

the way of i^reas^. tiiarlTatl'iS 

had it, it was considerably below what is tneie siaieu , 

5 > 9 - 
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creased. In the courts of law there has been much less business, and therefor 
decrease. ^ 

1 742. Can you furnish the Committee with the statement of the emoluments f 
a series of years up to the present time?— Yes, I could: but Mr. Hewlptf 
much better. 

1743. They can be found in the office for a considerable time back?— Yes and 

much longer than I have been there. ’ ^ 



Jovis, 19 ® die 1834. 



GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CIIAIE. 



Mr. John Churcher Hewlett, Deputy Prothonotacy of the Palace Court 
called in and Examined. ’ 

1744- YOP are deputy to the Prothonotary of His Majesty's Palace, Court 

Sir Henry Frederick Campbell, are you not?— Yes, I am. 

1745* How long have you served that office?— Twenty-two years 
1 746. What are the particular duties of the office ?-The duties of the office are 
dehned in the letters patent, an attested copy of which I have with me • it is to 
write, make and enrol all and singular the writs, processes, manucaptions'or baih 
declarations, answers, replications, issues, verdicts, iudgments and other the nro’ 
cesses and records whatsoever in the court, and to keep the writs, rolls and records 
whatsoever of the same court, 

of the office are discharged altogether by you, are they not’ — 

I es, they are discharged by me and my assistants. 

1748. How many clerks do you keep ?— My son acts as one, although he is in 
fact my co-deputy, and there is a clerk besides. ® 

‘-a your "Ixjle time, or are you in any 

occupation besides ?— They occupy my whole time ^ ^ 

1 750. Do you attend every day in the week ?-Y'es, every day of the week, 
unless I am prevented by ill health. ^ 

in tiltend?— From nine o’clock in the morning till two 

Lt in f >n tije afternoon till seven in the evening; 

n, mv Inn ’t «><-' office i* opcn all day, and 1 am there, 

01 my son, from nine o clock in the morning until eight o’clock at nio-ht 

offic’e^Jhnt “ necessary, in point of fact, for the transaction of the business of tlie 
m^ son t C time ?-Either myself or my son must attend; 

pJrham -r ^<^.'P"ty; he was appointed about three years ago. 

o’c ock and fo ‘V’'® Committee, that between the hours of two 

uenefexto T’ “ there is a small fee of six- 

pence extra taken upon writs issued during those hours 

to mfke sufficiently considerable 

Ite ole tour “ *ere in attendance during 

beforethe^cort^or'*^^^ ‘^“PP“® t^^tise to be tried 

the court sit. in r t « court is situated in a different place from the office ; 
the year! " » Friday, throughout 

f'l'y.ofc '■»y in the week, does.it?— Yes. 

sits T.’i,, n-^funtn during those days during wliioh the court does not 

arrange it thJt nith cud both at the office and in court on court davs, hut I so 
so thft o!e of ns kT ^ ““ft and my son at the office, or 'vice mrst-, 

of us is ill atlenda " coiistant attendance at the office during office hours, and one 
01 us IS in attendance on Fridays at the court. 

but Fr?daJvniw*ntr^'4^^ understand you to say, that during every day in the week 
yo , a! S ’J i" Chancery-lane, and on Friday 

also ooen for the T'" S“‘‘“<i-yard ?_Yes, and on tto Friday the office is 
either mvsplfnrm business thiit is necessary to be done, and 

^ “y last answer. 

einolumeiits of Sir deputy prothonotary, and what are tlie 

Henry Frederick Campbell, as principal ?— The einolumeiits of 

the 
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Note.— Since giving 
this answer, and agree- 



the prothonotary I have taken for the last five years, but they varied very triflingly 
until Christmas 1832 : the average for the last five years is 635/. 

1759. Have you got there a statement of what the amount is in the different 

Yes; I have in the year 1829, 764/.; in the year 1830, 686/.; the 

year 1831, 728 /. ; the year 1832,685/.; and for the year 1833, 4 1 2/. 

^ 1760. The sums which you have read, are they the gross emoluments of the 
office, without reference to expenses or deductions? — No, those are the amounts 
I paid to the prothonotary. 

1761. Do you mean that is the net amount you paid to the prothonotary, 
allowance being made for all the expenses?— Why it varies a trifle, perhaps it will 
be about 10/. a year ; the average allowance which he make.s to the office is about 
100/. a year. 

1762. Before you pay over to the prothonotary those sums which you have read 
as paid in each year, you previously deduct the charges for expenses of every kind, 
and the charges for your own remuneration as deputy,? — I previously deduct 18/. 
for taxes, which I pay of course, and he allows a part of the expenses of the office, 
which average about 100/. a year. 

1763. Are the sums which you read what Sir Henry Frederick Campbell puts 
into his pocket clear of all deductions?— Yes, precisely so. 

1764. Then the payment which you receive is taken out before you pay over 
those sums to him, is it? — Yes, it is. 

1765. What are your receipts as deputy, arising from the office?— I am not pre- „g,_. 

pared to answer that; I have fees upon the proceedings in the court which are aWe to the desire of the 
taken in the name of course of the prothonotary, and I pay all expenses of the that for the 

office, such as the clerks’ salaries and so on, and then the rest I of course put into 3’ "j net 
my own pocket, but I am not prepared to say what they amount to. Prothonotary amounted 

1766. Can you furnish the amount of those fees to the Committee?—! will 

do so. ... , T -n 

1 767. Put them in when your evidence is sent to you . — i will. 

1768. You are understood to slate that you derive emoluments from fees con- 

nected with the business of the office distinct from those which go to the profit of 
the prothonotary ? — Certainly? j- • *u ..5 

1769. Are there fees charged in every stage of the proceedings m the court . 

Yes, in almost every stage. , , . r- ^ rc • a a - ■ 

1770. Has the business of the court and the fees of the office increased or dimi- 
nished of late years? — It has diminished since the year 1832. 

1771. What particular causes are tried at the Palace Court, and bpvhat de- 
scription of persons, if any?~Causes are tried in the Palace Court the same as 
every other court of record; they are actions for goods sold, money lent, and on 
bills of exchange and so on; the description of parties are generally tradesmen 

"I-7I cm;res'Tn1rbtr-.he parties concevued reside within a particular dis- 
trict Ire tried “that court, are they not ?-You will find from the Report p. to, of 
fije Commissioners on the Courts of Common Law, that they examined me very 

'^‘1^773.Tn Wtafyear?-It is the Fifth Report ; the report is at page lo, the 

tSo^mm^lir^^^^ mtke any, tofltXt 

Palace Court generally ' Ly regulation or modification 
177s. Are you aware whether “ey recommenueu any g 
of the court, or the offices connected with the court r—T do not think they did , 

:»st:n“rg-terby“r^^^^ of ““J^ty’s household for the 

time being. , instance in which it 

halllLfolrrnirbT former knighism.^^^^^^^^^^ 

I have seen the oaths ® ^ ^ instrument of appointment, 

1778. Do you never recollect seemg any tbink'^here is one at the 

under which the prothonotanes held t ,.p„Hect seeing any other ; I tliiiik 

court of the present prothonotary, but I do not recollect seeing any , 

■ 5 ' 9 - 
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Mr. C ffewktt.M was called a warrant, directed to the court to swear in Sir Henry Frederick- 
Campbell, to the best of my recollection. 

19 June 1834. 1 779. That is the only formal instrument of any kind that you have seen is it 3 

— Yes, I think so. * ‘ 

1 780. Do you know from your own knowledge, or from researches made bv you 
that this office of prothonotary of His Majesty’s Palace Court has been formerly 
given away by the Knight Marshal of His Majesty’s household ? — The letters 
patent direct the appointment of the first prothonotary, and in case of vacancy 
how the other prothonotaries are to be appointed. 

1781. What are those letters patent? — This is an attested copy of the patent of 
King Charles the Second, dated the 4th of October, in the 16th. year of ijis rei-m. 

1 782. That is a patent from Charles the Second, appointing whom r— Annnim 

ing the different officers of the court. ’ 

1783. Appointing the different officers of the Palace Court? — Yes. 

1 784. And does it appoint any Knight Marshal of the household ?— No. 

1785. Whom does it appoint there? — It appoints different officers of the court, 
such as the steward, the prothonotary, the crier and the keeper of the prison, and 
the officers to execute process, and the counsel and solicitors ; this is the language 
in the letters patent respecting the appointment of the prothonotary : “ Also Wc 
will and by these presents for Us, Our heirs and successors, grant that from time to 
time, and at all times after tlie death of the aforesaid William Blucke, or as often 
as the office of prothonotary^ of the court aforesaid shall happen to be void by the 
resignation, amotion or cession cf the aforesaid William Blucke, or by any other 
means, and so hereafter, as often as the case shall so iiappen, it may and shall be 
lawful , to the Marshal of the household of Us, Our heirs and successors, for the 
time being, to nominate and choose one other discreet and fit man to be prothono- 
tary of the court aforesaid j which same prothonotary so nominated and chosen 
by the Marshal of the household aforesaid, for the time being, shall from time to 
time be admitted to execute the same office of prothonotary of the court afore- 
said, and that he who shall be so from time to time nominated, elected and admitted 
into the office of prothonotary of the court aforesaid, may have and exercise the 
same office during his natural life, to be executed by inmself, or by his sufficient 
deputy or deputies.” 

y86._ That is a translation of the patent of the 16th of Charles the Second, by 
which the Palace Court was originally constituted, is it?— Yes, we are acliim under 
that patent. ® 

i 7 '^ 7 - That is a patent by which the court was originally constituted, is it? — 
No, not originally. 

1788. The Palace Court was originally constituted under James the First was 

^ I Relieve it emanated from the 

Marshftlsea Court, which is coeval with the common law, as I understand 

1 789. Who IS ffie Judge of the Palace Court now ?_The presiding Judge ? 

1 790. Yes ?— The presiding Judge is William Brent Brent, esq. His deputies 
who have occasionally assisted him, are Mr. George Long and Mr. Knowles ; you 
will find every information about the court in the Report of the Common Law 
Commissioners. 

1791. iUe you aware whether the Commissioners in that Report made anv 
recommendation with respect to the offices of the court generally, and the various 
offices connected with it ?— I think not. 



MalUterv Barringto? 7 , Esq., the Cfown Solicitor for Munster, called in ; 
and Examined. 

1792- VOU are acquainted generally with the constitution of the courts of 
- . justice in Dublui, and the various offices appertaining to those conrts ’—Yes. 

f A before them a Return of various sinecure offices, or 

iiistice nnTo appertaining to the Irish courts of 

ilerlr^ftli "ilsh to call your attention to some of them, for instance, the 

v in Hanaper, which is held by Lord Granard at present, are 

" hat particular regulations have been made as to that olftM after the 
termination of the existing interest ?- -I do not know. 

vnn? " P^''*jcularly informed with respect to that office at all, are 

" oi performed by deputy. 

G 9 o- ‘ho othce of Second Remembrancer of the Court of Exchequer, held by 
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Sir Hugh Stewart and Mr. Mervyn Stewart, are you aware whether any regulations M.Banington,'Es(i. 

have been made with respect to that office after the expiration of the existing 

interest ? — I am not ; but if the custodium process, which is the chief business of >9 1834.^ 

the office, is regulated as proposed, the whole establishment will be nearly. useless. 

1 796. To what regulation do you refer when you make use of the words “ if the 
office is regulated as proposed - It was recommended by the Committee on the 
State of the Irish Poor, that a Bill should be brought in to regulate the process of 
custoduim, which has not yet been done. 

1797. Did the Committee, to which you allude, coincide with the recommenda- 
tion of the Commissioners of Inquiry, who made their Report in 182a? — Not 
entirely ; they did not go into the detail of the office, but they recommended that 
the process of custoduim should be altogether altered ; it is most harassing to the 
tenantry of the counti-y, and there is nothing so injurious ; but the evidence on that 
subject is very fully given in the Report I allude to. 

jygg-p. Which Report do you allude tot~The Report of the Committee on the 
the State of Ireland in 1831, of which, Mr. Spring Rice was chairman. 

1 800. The Committee understand you to state, that although there has been 
this recommendation to modify or abolish that custodium process in Ireland, yet 
that has not been carried into effect? — It has not. 

1 801 . In point of fact, nothing has been done in consequence of that recom- 
mendation, has it ?-— Nothing ; it was one of the Acts recommended by the Report 

to be brought in, some of which are already passed. 

1802. Is it your opinion that a custodium process is highly injurious in Ireland? 

It is decidedly my opinion ; it is injurious to both landlords and tenants, and 

detrimental to the peace of the country. That process is one of the great causes of 
disturbance in Ireland. It leaves a poor unfortunate tenant to dispute questions 
of priority between the creditors of his landlord. 

1803. The business of the second remembrancer of the Court of Exchequer 
is exclusively concerned with regard to this custoduim process, is it not?— Almost 
exclusively; there may be some other matters, but they are very trifling. 

1804. Are there not also the offices of comptroller of the Pipe and clerk of the 
Papers; under the business of those two offices, also charged about the custodium 
process?— They are., and also in regulating forfeits, recognizances and fines on 
jurors and witnesses, which have been estreated, which, if altered, w’ould save the 

expense of a great establishment. m t j 

1 805. Has not the custodium been much altered ? — No, not at all ; I prepared 

a Bill to regulate it, but it was never brought in. ^ • t, j 

1806. In what year was it you prepared that Bill? — It was not officially done ; 

1 drew it as a private individual. The plan I proposed of abolishing estreats has 
been tried under the amended White Boy Act, in which a clause was inserted, 
directing all fines, and forfeit recognizances at assizes to be immediately levied, 
without being estreated; the consequence of which was, that those fines are now 
levied at sixpence in the pound, and given to the public hospitals, which formerly 
was nearly a loss, as the sheriff had a fee of 6 s. 8 d. in the pound on all inso ven- 
des, which generally exhausted the whole sum levied, 

suppose an estreat warrant issued for a levy of 900 L ; the sheriff levied 300/., ai^ 

he took insolvents to the amount of 6 oo^., and then, he kep 03 . . 

on the whole qoo so that there was nothing returned to the Crown. 1 o meet 
this abuse I drew the clauses in that Act, giving a power at once to levy the tmra 
at sixpence in the pound, so that the amount was immediate y recovered and given 
in charity witlioul die intervention of tl.e Pipe Office. A Bi I similar to that which 
passed in England last year would be very advantageous to 

1807. Yoli are acquainted with the provisions of the Bill which passed last ye , 
for regulating the Court of Exchequer in England, are you "pt-— ^ . 

1808. You recommend the passing of a Bill for Ireland similar to that, do you? 

Yes, suiting it to the country. . , v 

1809. With suitable modifications you mean . 

1810 Such a Bill, if passed, would dispense with these offices of second 
remLbrancer of the Court of Exchequer aud clerk of the Pipe, would it not .- 
Such a Bill would do so, combiiiing it with the Custodium^Bill. ,_yes 



1811. Combining it with a Bill for regulating the d'™ f „ 

i8t2. The office of comptroller ‘ 

r . heM hv Mr. Thomas bliilmg Beiiy , uiat 



before the Committee, which is now held by Mr. Thomas Slitlmg 
office is executed in person, is it not ? — Yes. 

519- 



1813- By 
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M.Barnngton,!.^. 1813. By the Bill which you would propose, would that ofBce of comptroller of 

the Pipe be continued as an efficient office, or would that be dispensed with in the 

19 June 1834. same manner as the other? — Yes, the whole of those two establishments would be 
dispensed with. It would be a great advantage, not only in a pecuniary point of 
view, but it would be advantageous to the peace of the country, because 1 think 
there is nothing tends to interrupt it more than the custodium process. 

1814. There is no portion in the business belonging to this office, about which 
you would think necessary to be retained, and which therefore requires some 

* efficient officer to execute it? — Certainly not; that business liiight be transferred 
to the equity side of the Court of Exthequer. The custodium process I propose 
to have altogether abolished, and a new writ to extend the lands issued out of the 
court in which the judgment was obtained. 

1815. At present the custodium process is confined euclusively to the Court of 
Exchequer, is it not? — No, not exactly; one part of the process issues in the Court 
of Common Pleas, and another part in the Exchequer. I should also abolish the 
elegits, which only take a moiety of the rents, and which lead to great litigation. 

1816. Is there any similar process to the custodiums in England?— There is 
hut the Irish process is an abuse of that in England. In England it is used for a 
ho 7 id Jide debt to the Crown ; in Ireland it is used on a fiction, that the person 
obtaining it is a Crown debtor. 

1817. With respect to fines and recoveries, has there been any alteration made 
in Ireland within a short period ? — No ; there is a Bill pending in Parliament, to 
assimilate the law to that of England. In England fines and recoveries are 
abolished. 

1 818. And you approve of the alteration, do you ? — Certainly, it is a mere non- 
sensical fiction. 

1819. In the Report of the Select Committee of 1831, a strong recommendation 
is included for some pew legislative measure, to correct the abuse incidental to 
custodium writs ; is it your opinion that a measure to that effect is imperiously 
required? — It is; it was my opinion in that year, and is much stronger at this 
moment. 

1 820^ The Committee understand you to state that a Bill has not been introduced 
into Parliament for that purpose ? — It has not. 

1821. Nor so far as you are aware is there any in preparation ? — Not that I am 
aware of. 

1822. The office of pursuivant of the Court of Exchequer belongs to that 
department of the Court of Exchequer, the Pipe and Custodium process?— Not 
exactly ; the pursuivant executes all the writs relating to the Court of Exchequer ; 
any attachment issued from any side of the court, whether the law or the equity 
side, goes to the pursuivant. 

1823. Are you aware whether the office of pursuivant of the Court of Exchequer, 
held by Mr. Boyle Keller, is executed by him in person?— I know it is. 

1 824. His attendance there is constant, is it ? — It is. 

1825* Then it is not a sinecure office? — Certainly not; it is a very responsible 
office. 

^ 1826. Are you acquainted at all with the constitution of the Prerogative Court 
in Ireland r — Yes, generally. 

1827. There are two offices which appear in the Return before the Committee, 
Nos. 81 and 82, the one that of registrar of the Prerogative Court, and the other 
that of marshal of the Prerogative Court. Are you aware whether the office of 
marshal of the Prerogative Court is executed by deputy, or by the party in person, 
Mr. David Beattie? — I am not certain, but there is a gentleman in town now who 
can give you full information upon that subject, that is Mr. Hamilton. 

1 828. Is he an officer of the court ? — He is. 

1829. Here is the office of compiler of the Dublin Gazette ; are you acquainted 
with that, It is held by Mr. Price ?— It is a sinecure office, I understand. Mr. Price 
had a pat^t, and the business is done by Mr. Grierson, the King’s printer. 

1830. Do you know any thing of the office of governor of the Castle of 
Limerick ? — Yes, Lord Gort is the constable, 

1831. Is that a sinecure office? — It is. 

1832. Do you know any thing of the land attached to the office of constable of 
the Castle .-^Yes ; tE is land called the King’s Island, containing at present about 
t)0 acres, but by the ancient bounds much larger. 

1833- What do you estimate that land to be worth by the acre?— I should 

think 
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think it worth ^ 1 . ; at one time it was considered worth 10/. an acre. I should M. Barrington, TS.s![. 
say at least it was worth 5I an acre. ^ 

iy34. Do you ever recollect the citizens exercising any right of enjoyment in 19 June 1834. 
that ground ? — I do within my recollection, the grazing atone of the island went to 
the constable of the Castle, and the King’s troops were regularly exercised in 
and the citizens had liberty to walk in it. 

1835. It is now under grass ? — It is, and in tillage. 

1836. What claim had the citizens to it? — A ri^t was granted to them by the 
charter of Queen Elizabeth, of using it as a public place of recreation, which was 
always enjoyed down to the time of the present constable, who by himself or his 
tenants inclosed the island and prevented the public having the advantage of 
walking in it as before. Formerly it was opened like one of the London parks, 
the constable having the same right as the ranger of the parks has here. 

1837. At present the citizens are not admitted to any of those rights, nor the 
troops either, are they ?— No, they are not ; but as I considered that they had such 
aright, I applied three years back to the Commissioners of Woods and Forests to 
buy the right of the Crown for the benefit of a public hospital in which I took an 



interest. -,,1 -n \ ^ c 

1S38. That is, you wished to purchase from the Woods and Forests the right ot 
the Crown ? — Yes, and then I expected that the citizens would give up their 
interests for a public charity which was for their benefit. 

1839. What would you consider to be the most eligible purposes now to apply 
this public land to ?— The Woods and Forests claim the right of soiling it, and 1 
believe they would have sold it, but they thought it more prudent not to sell before 
the expiration of the present constable’s interest. 

1840. Then the citizens have a right? — Yes, of walking in it. 

1841. How would you recompense them for the right they would thus lose?— 
Whatever was considered the fair proportion of the purchase-money for giving up 
such right, should be expended for the public advantage of the town. 

1842. The Committee understand you have estimated the land, being sixty acres, 

at 5/. an acre, that is 300/. a year, is it not? — Yes, it is. • j u 

1843. What do you consider to be the advantage the constable has gamed by 
the exclusion of the troops and the public from those lands?— He has got the 
advantage of shutting it up, and using it as if it were his own private estate, without 
any permission to the citizens to walk in it. 

1 844. You state that this land has been fenced round, so that the citizens cannot 
now get in without breaking down the fence?— No, they cannot; there is an im- 
mense fence, a stone wall goes over the large gate into it. 

1 845. Is there not a corporation in Limerick, who would naturally assert the 

right of the citizens to their franchises in these lands if it were very clear ? 
There is a corporation, but the corporation council are under the influence ot the 
constable. . j l • a 

1846. What do you mean when you say the corporation are under the influence 
of the constable?— He is the chamberlain, and the leading man of the corporation. 

1847. What is the constitution of the corporation ?— It consists of mayor, 
sheriffs and citizens, who are freemen, but all the acts emanate in the common 
council, where the influence of the chamberlain predoulinant, 

1848. Who appoints the common couOcil ?— They elect themselves , theie 

election from the larger body into them. t-. nprlians 

1849. What are the numbers of the common council?— They vary*from perhaps 
^°i85o!' Are they principally friends and relations of the constable of the Castle? 

is understood to have a great influence, is he?-Itis notorious that 

Do vou attribute to that influence their not asserting the rights of the 
citizens to these Dublic walks r — Certainly I do ; I was very anxious to assert it, or 
m urchaseYt forth’e benefit of public cfrities, if I couU not 
the citizens of walkine there, which I believe would be no great aavamage to 
the citizens, for it is in a bad part of the town and very low damp 
1853. You mentioned in a former part of the 
there was a larger part of the land than those 6o acres 

Queen Elizabe* to the citizens of Limerick; ts that any fault of the constab es, 
5 tg. 
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M. DarrwgfoK, Csq. that you have not that additional quantity ? — There is no blatne attributable in 

the present constable on that account. ° 

1854- Oo you not think that it would be possible to ascertain, by some ancient 
paper or document, what land originally belonged to the people under that srant '5 
— It certainly could be done. There were small encroachments made on the ed^es 
of the land, which reduced the size of it from what it was by the original <rr^t 
I believe the King’s Island originally came up to the wall of the Castle. ° 
1855. Is there any particular manner which you would recommend for rein- 
stating the public and the CrOM-n in the exercise of those rights which the constable 
of the Castle has taken from them? — I should sugge.st that the law officers of the 
Crown be. directed to see that the citizens and the Crown should be allowed the 
rights and privileges which were granted to the former, and exercised by the Kino’e 
troops. 0° 

18,56. Are you aware where the King’s troops of the garrison of Limerick now 
exercise? — I believe they exercise on Newcastle race-course. 

1857. Is that public or private property?— It is private property. I would also 
suggest that if the Crown sell the land, wiiatever proportion of the pui’chase-mone 
belonged to the citizens (which I would estimate at half) should be laid out orl 
some public institution for the city. 

1858. And the Government to have the balance of that purchase-money dovoti 
mean?— The Goverament to have the other moiety. I certainly tliink that 
changing a park of that kind from being a public walk into private property doubles 
its value for farming purposes, and consequently its price at a sale. 

1859. Do you conceive that this subject now before the Committee will be 
noticed by the Municipal Commissioners? — They have examined into it. 

1860. And will report on it, will they? — They will, I presume. 

1861. Upon the whole, do you consider that the appointment of the governor 

and constable of the Castle, with any powers or rights over the Kino’s Island is for 
the benefit of the town of Limerick?— Certainly not ; nor for the benefit of the 
public ; for the Kings Island was originally a piece of land attached to the bar 
rucks and the castle of Limenck, and it is of great advantage not only to the 
mhabitauts, but to the King’s troops, to have a place at the barrack door to exercise 
in j the barrack is in a thickly populated jiart of the city, and it would be a great 
advantage to have a large piece of land so near them for the purno.se of exercising 
the troops, as was formerly the case. ® 

1 862 The Committee understaud you to say that the fornter constable had no 
local inBuence m order to enable him lo suppress those rights, which the present 

constable was generally 

Sfabt Ind Cockayne, I believe, was the predecessor of the present con- 

stable, and the right of reviewing the troops, exercising them daily, and of the citi- 

midrirlf th® Tl ®l I '■ccoliect a fort in the very 

middle of the Island, winch was a place for schoolboys to play in. At that time it 
was quite a public walk, as much so as the parks are here; and it is iusl as much 

we 7 Tl’ “ if the park gaii in London 

were locked, and the people not allowed to go in there. 

1863. Have. you a copy of the grant under which the citizens claim this right? 

i 7 lSare th 7 f®h he* 1 it is a charter to the city of Limerick, 

in which are the following words:—" And we will, for Us, Our heirs and succes- 
“tl “.““ch as in Us lies, do by these presents grant to the said mayor 

ererf c7i7of7? 7 '7 Ciraerick, and their successors, that they and 

evert citizen of that city who now are, or hereafter shall be, may and shall from 

successes “‘i '"i'hotit hindrance of Us, Our heirs or 

Sv calkd Kin„-‘ /"“If “ * »alk in Our Island com- 

aTd enioTsh ■>' th<= north part of the said city, and there use 

toetofoieta, 1 ® whatsoever, in such manner as 

neretoloie was usual, as often as they or any of them shall think fit.” 

die othei offices with respect to which perhaps you can give 

tor anrS an “f °f *e Exchequer, and transc^- 

7 pp 77 Vha 'helo 7 ‘^T 7 n 7 “' 77 “^ transcriptor and foreig 7 

Do yl I, 7 does it not?-It does, I believe. ^ 

Jones?— Yes 7 Hn^ the duty of that office, Mr. 

duty to perfoml "f’any! * «’Wch he has very little 

tS6S. Then that office would follow to be-regulated in any general regulation 

which 
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which should be applied to the Custodium process and the Pipe process generally, M. Sam'igfmi, l;sq. 

would it not? — It would. “ 

1867. There is the office of usher of the Exchequer, held by Sir ^Charles 19 June 1834. 
Vernon ■ does that belong also to the same department of the Exchequer r — That 

office applies generally to the court. 

1868. The office itself belongs to the Court of Exchequer, does it?— Itdoes, 
and the'duty is done by deputy ; it is an efficient and very necessary office, and 
relates to tire whole coui't : it is not applied to any one branch of the court ; the 
deputy sits in the court, and is a most necessary officer to the court. 

i860. Are you acquainted with an office entitled Register of Forfeitures, which 
appears in No. 94 of the Return before the Committee, and is held by Mr. Du aid 
C'ainpbell ?— I do not Itnow such an office ; I should think it a sinecure office, and 
one’ of the old offices. 

1870 You are not acquainted at all with it practically, are you?— Not at all. 

1871. There is the office of usher of the Court of Chancery, which is now held 

by Mr. Fitz-Gibbon ; do you happen to be acquainted with the effect of those 
Acts of Parliament which have been passed to regulate that office after the termi^ 
nation of his interest? — I have' not looked into them lately, but 1 know tliat he does 
the business by his deputy, Mr. Lowe. . ... 

1 872. It is an efficient office, as far as the deputy is concerned, is it not ?— it is. 

1873. And is it also an office which has always been in the appointment of the 

Lord Chancellor of Ireland ?— As far as I have understood, it is. 

1874. Are you aware whether the person who held the office previous to Mr. 

Fitz-Glbbon received the same emoluments that Mr. Fitz-Gibbon does? I do not 
know ; Mr. Fitz-Gibbon has held the office so many years, that I have no recol- 
lection of his predecessor. ... 

1875. Is it by an increase of the business of the court that there 15 an augmen- 
tation of the fees ? — By an increase of the business of the court. 

The Honourable Richard Hobart Fitz-Gibbon, a Member of The House ; 

Examined. 

1876. YOU hold the office of usher in the Court of Chancery in Ireland, do you 

”°i 877^ You have held it, as appears by the Return before the Committee, since 

the year yp 7 ^ patent grant from the late Lord Clare who was the Lord 

Chancellor, do yon not ?-By deed poll granted by virtue of letters patent of 

TheTroluments of the office for the year ending January 1834 
in the Return before the Committee to be 6,731 i. ''imimshed by 

the expenses of the office by 600^. ? — Just so. ^ 

1 880. That is a correct return, is it ?— It is. ^ n w * 

1881. Have the emoluments of the office increased much of late years?- Not 

H“™"thev been on the whole increased or diminished of late years ?-It 
depends JpJn the' business of the court whether the emoluments increase or 

Your emoluments are derived from a certain prescribed fee upon the 
1683. lour emoiumenis . j • .u- ond they are greater or less 

various business which is transacted in the c , y rh^v ? The fee 

according as the business of the court is greater “ 

always rimains the same ; of course the general amount of the emoluments 

office deuends uuon the extent of the business. j - • j a 

... w r " 

^Ffico^fl 6rT’i; an Act for the better Administration of Justice in 

the Court of Chancery in Ireland. . 

iSSc Rv that Act certain alterations are made in regard to some of those tees 
1885. By that Act certain a not?— Fhere are certain 

at the expiration of your interest m ^,.51 fee of sixpence in the 

alterations made; there is “ a'^'ano is abolished at the Apiratioii 

pound on certain monies paid 9 ‘ ' ^ ' ogee sheet of 72 words of copies 
of my interest ; and the fee of ‘a"’?™' exceeds one sheet, is altered to six- 

of affidavits which shall have been filed it it excecas , 

519. “3 
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The Hon. pence halfpenny at the termination of my interest; those are the only alterations in 
R. H. Fitz-Gibbon, the fees that I am aware of. 

1886. What proportion of your entire emoluments is derived from those two 
specific fees which have been altered by that Act on the termination of your 

19 June 1834. ii^terest? — I can answer with regard to the first, the second I cannot answer to. 

1887. State what you know with regard to the first, will you, if you please?— 
It is all mixed up with one account, and I have no means of ascertaining what the 
difference of the sixpence-halfpenny and the ten-pence would amount to. 

1888. State first, will you, if you please, as to the fee of sixpence in the pound 
on monies paid out, what proportion of your interest is that? — That is a very 
material fee, and will diminish the profits of the office one-half, if not more. ^ 

1 889. Can you state to the Committee, on a series of former years, whether 
the produce of that particular fee has been on tlie average about one-half ?— It has 
been more than half for the last year, but not much more than half for that period. 

1890. Will you state what it was the last year exactly ? — For the last year that 
fee amounted to 3,424/. 155., and the other branch amounted to 3,306/.; those 
are the gross fees. 

1 891. )Vhen you state the other branch, you mean the aggregate of all the other 
fees taken together, amount to 3,306/.? — Yes, I can give no other amount. 

1892. But none of the other fees are abolished, except the difference between 
the sixpence-halfpenny and the ten pence? — None. 

1 893. In point of fact, all the other fees are left unaltered by that Act of Par- 
liament, are they not? — All the other fees are left unaltered by this Act. 

1894. Who acts as your deputy in the office of usher? — Mr. Peter Lowe. 

1 895. Is the 600/. which appears in this Return as the expenses of the office, is 
that the salary which you give to him? — It is ; I give him the salary, and he pays 
all the expenses of the office ; the clerks and other expenses. 

1896. Are you aware whether the expenses of the office are considerable at all? 
—I fancy he pays 160/. a year to his head clerk, and another salary to another 
clerk, and what the other expenses of the office are I do not know ; if I bad 
understood it would have been wanted I would have ascertained. 

1897. Are you aware whether any alteration has been made either by that Act 
or any other Act, so a.s to prescribe that the office of usher of the court should be 
discharged in person at the termination of your interest in it ? —No, I am not aware 
of any clause in the Act to that effect. 

1898. Nor in any other Act? — No. 

1899. Your present deputy is a very efficient officer, is he not?— I think him 
50 ; very. 

1900. And in such an appointment at any future period, do you conceive that 
the office would be sufficiently well done without having a superior person in charge 
of it? — I conceive it could. 

1901. Is there any responsibility which you incur in virtue of holding the office? 

None, further than that I haVe the custody, as usher, of all the documents in the 

office, and the records of the office ; of course I am bound to see that none of those 
are misplaced. 

] 902. But with regard to this money paid into the Court of Chancery, that does 
not come into your hands or into your custody, does it ? — No ; that money is lodged 
in the hands of the Accountant General of the court. 

1 9 ^ 3 * you take no security of your deputy ? — No ; none of the money of the 
court passes through either his hands or mine. 

1904. Have the fees continued unaltered since you have had the office?— Yes, 
till this Act was passed. 

1 905. Which Act takes effect only after the expiration of your interest ? — I can- 

r because there was some change in the fees mentioned at 

the end of this schedule, with regard to carrying records into court, and attending 
in courts m law, but I real!}’ cannot tell what the change was that was made then. 

1906. But It was a change not of any considerable amount? — No; a mere 

nothing. “■ 
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GEORGE GROTE, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Joseph Hamilton, Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

1007. WHAT is your profession?— I am proctor of the Court of Prerogative, j,nmtilian,nsq. 

and Vail the other Ecclesiastical Courts of Ireland. — — 

1 go 8 . How long have you been proctor ?— Upwards of 20 ^ S3 Jane 1834. 

1909. Does your business in the Prerogative Court lay a great deal in Dublin. 

"fglV Are’ you acquainted with the office of registrar of the Prerogative Court? 

^Ygg 

1011. Now held by Mr. William Stewartr—Yes. 

1012. Does he discharge the duty of it by deputy ?— I es. Mr 

1012 Who is his deputy?— The deputies are Mr. John Hawkins and Mr. 

'TgitF^m tfc^tL'XrteVupo^ various proceedings of the court?-Yes, 

'To!,' CTthTfestfer*^^^^^^^^ ™ -ount of late years?- 

I bX'v-e ffi some instmires they have diminished recently. Is the question with 

registePsfees?-! am not aware whether they have 

such a Report, and read it some time ^ the Vath of 

in my recollection. If I recollect right, P , officer hereafter to 

Mr. Stewart, the office should be performed m person by tne om 

be appointed ^ Lo,d primate?— I under- 

1920. Is the appointment to the omce ves 

stand so. . j. M,-. Hawkins the deputy, 

1921. Are know; but 1 have heard tbathe 

as to pay ot emolument?—! do 

T;;t“TeVhfdtVro1"^ performed?-! think so; very 

efficiently. ' tn the office, any funds or monies 

thi^;iss\Voui:ffieVirS\hV^ 

LVrS’fVm^’oV X to 

court to do so. .. , , { the offices would be efficiently 

1924. Then are you of opinion *=t‘ “o dutie^oi^t^,^^^ deputy?-! am 

performed for an amount equivalent to t ^ ^ generally that he receives 

not aware of the amount he receives ; I only understano g j 

a fourth. , , • * ,. tKp Prprosative Court in Ireland exactly 

,925. Are the duties of the registrar Canterbury ?-! shouW 

:u;pry^uXrcrto t pVa.e of wms, letters of adm.ntstrat.on. and the 

^"?9f6.‘’?Xf noVX whether »yA^^^ “'‘bit 

pursuance of that recomrnendation pf the Commissioners has been 

I wish to state that the f Court at least so far 

since their Report adopted by q throivn open the profession by 

as he considered just and necessary > ^ ■ permitting. 

R 4 

519- 
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J. Hnmillon, Esq. 



23 June 1834. 



G. Grierson, Esq. 



permitting the proctors to take apprentices instead of its being confined to th 
deputy register as formerly; he has limited the practice of pleading to two 
pleadings instead of three as before; he has appointed a regular routine for the 
examiners in causes; and he has prohibited altogether the practice of charuin 
solicitation fees. - * ^ 

1927. As respects the office of marshal of the Prerogative Court, that is held bv 

Mr. David Beattie ? — I rather think he is recently dead. ^ 

1928. When did he die ? — I declare I cannot say, I should think within this six 
months; 1 beg to correct myself, the person who performed the duty of marshal 
is recently dead. 

1929. Mr. Beattie does not discharge the duty in person ? — Not in person. 

1930. Who is the party who did perform the duty ? — A Mr. Joseph M'Fadden. 

1931. He is the party recently dead ? — Yes. 

1932. Does the deputy of the registrar, and the deputy of the marshal give 
personal and constant attendance in the court and in the office ? — Constantly. ° 

^ 933 - Has the business of the Prerogative Court increased or diminished ? 

I should say rather increased with reference to probates and administrations but 
with respect to testamentary suits and other contested suits, I should rather say 
not of late. ^ 

•{ 934. How do you account for the falling off in the testamentary suits ?— I really 
cannot account for it ; it appears to be a complaint in the other courts also. 

’ 935 - Litigation in fact has fallen off in all of them ? — Yes, perhaps for want of 
money and other reasons. 

1936. You are not aware of any regulation that has been made prospectively for 
the office of marshal of the Prerogative Court at the death of the present owner?— 
I have no recollection of having heard it. 

1937* You are not accurately acquainted with the emoluments of either of those 
offices r — 1 am not, except a general knowledge. 



George Grierson, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

1938. DO you conduct the printing of the Dublin Gazette ?— My brother and 
1 do. 

1939. Are you the King’s Printers in Ireland ?— We are. 

1940. By what appointment do you hold those offices ?— They are distinct 
appointments. 

1941. The King’s Printer is one? — Yes, that is by patent. 

Mr ^Pri'ce^"^*^ pi'inting of the Gazette?— We print that by appointment from 

1943- How long have you performed that duty for Mr. Price ?— From the year 
ather performed that duty till his death, and \vc, as his successors, have 
had It from that time. 

1944. Your father and you have had it since Mr. Price’s appointmefit?— Yes. 

-.1 ° himself discharge any of the duties, or is every thing con- 

^ P6>ft>rined by you? — Everything connected with priming 

of the Gazette IS performed by us. p ?■ 

occupations that are actually discharged by 
xvir. "ce.'-— 1 do not think there are any in which he is personally concerned • but 
J. conceive the responsibility rests with Mr. Price. 

^ 947 - Is there a Gazette Office in Dublin ?— There is. 

k..\? ’ and administration is that office ’—Under my 

brother s and mine. 

clerks are there in that office?- There is one clerk who is 
y emp oyed for the Gazette ; and there are other clerks connected with 

<^nnpT t King’s Primers ; altogether there are four clerks and a 

superintending accountant. 

business of printing the Gazette and your 
of cler^^?— establishment and one set 

the Dublin from his situation as compiler of 

emolument does he derive ? — To speak without much preparation, 

hashppn , . taken at about 1, ‘200 a year; that I should say 

has been his general emolument hitherto. . 

1 953 '. As 
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J 953 * average for the last five years, you would say his reefeipts have been G/ j'mwj, F.sq. 

about 1,200/. each year? — With an excej)tion. I am speaking of the general 

business of the office, because I do not in that include the accounts for tithe printing, 
for which we have not yet been settled with by Government; I am merely speaking 
of the general business of the office. 

1954. The general emoluments of the office, independent of what is to be 
received on account of the great increase of notices for tithe ? — Yes. 

1955. The payments on that special account are not yet settled, are they? — 

They are not arranged by Government. 

1 9i)6. It has not yet been determined on what footing they shall be paid ? — They 
have not been paid. 

1957. Are the Committee to understand that Mr. Price has received 1,200/. for 
each of the last five years? — Without of course any accurate preparation, 1 am 
pretty sure that must be about the amount. 

1958. Can you furnish to the Committee any accurate account of the profits 
paid' by you to Mi-. Price ?— Of course I can. 

1959. Are all Mr. Price’s emoluments received from your office? — Not all; 
and probably I ought to correct myself, because I have been merely speaking of 
the profits of the office ; there is a fee attached to Mr. Price’s appointment, to 
which I did not advert, of which I have no cognizance ; I think it is 300/, a year, 

Irish currency. ^ 

1960. Over and above this 1,200/. per annum, Mr. Price also receives a fee, 
which is charged upon the civil list? — Yes, of 300/. a year Irish. 

1961. That is, in fact, a salary each year ? — Yes ; 1 did not advert to it before, 
it not being in my department. 

1962. In what way is the 1,200/. annually paid over to Mr. Price from your 
office derived ; is it altogether by charges upon insertions in the Gazette? — Yes, 
entirely, both by the public and by Government. 

1962*. Was there any arrangement made by you with Mr. Price when you were 
appointed to the office you now hold ? — Yes. 

1963. Was any payment made by you to Mr. Price, in consideration of it? 

—None. 



1964. What is the nature of the responsibility which Mr. Price incurs in respect 
of the office ? — I conceive that any mismanagement, either in the business of 
Government, such as proclamations and public notices, or any errors that migiit 
occur in the advertisements of private individuals, would of course be attributed to 
him. He would be accountable, I conceive, for j^hem. 

1965. You mean, that Mr. Price might be actionable for any errors in an adver- 
tisement inserted in the Gazette, from which any specific party received damage ? 
— Yes, I conceive Mr. Price would be answerable, as patentee of the Crown. 

1966. Did you give any security to Mr. Price? — ^None, we gave no security ; 

it is merely a stamped letter of appointment from Mr. Price. j. • • , 

1967. Have the emoluments received by Mr. Price increased or diminished at 
all of late years, or are they pretty much the same as they were 10, 15 01 20 
years ago? — Much less.’ 

1968. Much less than they were r — I should say so. . , 

1969. What may have been the highest amount which Mr. Pi^ce has ever re- 

ceived, as far as your recollection goes, since he has held the office. 1 am not 
competent now to answer that question. . _ 

1970. Have the charges made for insertions of different matters in the Gazette 
varied at all of late years? — I am not aware that they have, except so far as lelates 
to the .ssirailation of the currency. Mr. Price, of his own accord, altered the 
charges, conformable with that, what were Us. yd. became only ,5^- 

1971. Is Mr. Price an old man?— I understand he is about 80 years of age. 

1972. Have you heard of complaints made by clergymen m Ire and, in conse- 

quence of the charges in the Gazette in respect of those tithe notices . I have 
utidenstood there were. . . t 1 

1973. Are those complaints under the consideration of Government?-! have 

heard M. The charges^ of course are only the ordinary and customary rate of 
charge ; we had no control over the extent of the business. ^ ^ 

1974 Are vou aware of the regulations which have been made in respect of the 
re-irpl.menri:> The" ^ of fompiler of the Dublin gazette placmg it on a 

differUt footing at the termination of the present interest?-! 

519. * 
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23 June 1834. 



recommendation of the Committee in 1829 that the office should not be continued 
after the decease of Mr. Price. 

1975. Does Mr. Price ever attend at the office himself? — I cannot say that 
he does. 

1976. Does he reside in Dublin? — No. 

1977. Where does he live ? — In the county of Down. 

1978. Has he resided in the same place for some years ? — For many years. 

1979. Are you aware whether he holds the office by appointment for life, or on 
what tenure ? — 1 would beg permission to refer to the appointment, vi-hich I believe 
has been forwarded. 

1980. The gross amount of salarie.s, fees and emoluments attached to the office 

furnished to the Committee lor the four last years is to this effect : in the year 1829, 
1,557/. 15s. 10 if . ; in the year 1830, 2,130/. i w. uf.; in 1831, 946/. i8^. 8f t/.- 
in 1832, 5,706/. 155. 2 ; is the Committee to understand that as a correct 

return ? — I suppose so ; but the return was not furnished from our office. It is an 
account of gross emoluments, out which the expenses are to be deducted. 

1981. And the great' increase during the last year of. 1832 has arisen from the 
extraordinary increase of proclamations for tithes? — I have no doubt. 

1982. Is the Committee to understand that the large addition which arises from 
the tithe notice has not yet in fact been paid over to Mr. Price? — It has not. 

1983. How are you paid for your trouble ? — We have one-fourth of the profits, 
not including the salary. 

1984. Then the return which you have made of what is received by Mr. Price 
is over and above the fourth of the profits received by you ? — The return I have 
made of 1,200/. is net profit. 

1985. Then it will be 1,600/. in the whole? — Yes. 

1986. Of which he gets three-fourths, and the printer gets onc-fourth? — Yes. 

1987. Will you furnish to the Committee an accurate account of the gross 
emoluments, expenses and deductions attaching to the office for the last six years? 
— I will. 

1988. How has it happened that no payment has been made to the compiler of 
the Dublin Gazette on account of the numerous tithe notices that have been inserted 
within the last two years? — ^The tithe notices were inserted by order of Govern- 
ment, and when the accounts were furnished it was understood there was a difficulty 
as to the fund out of which those accounts were to be paid, as the Act of Parlia- 
ment seemed not to be specific upon the point. Whether there is an objection on 
the part of Government to pay them, I cannot take upon me to say j but what I 
have stated is the case, so far as I'have any cognizance of the fact. 

1989. Is there any other source of emolument besides the advertisements? — 
Yes, an inconsiderable sum is received by the sale of the paper to pnvate individuals. 

1990. Are not the advertisements principally Government advertisements, and 
paid for by Government ?■— I think, without being accurately prepared, I would say 
ffiat the Government advertisements and the advertisements of the public aoiount 
to about equal sums ; of course not including the tithe notices. 

1991. Has it been rendered necessary for individual clergymen themselves to 
insert in the Gazette notices with respect to tithe, in any particular number, within 
the last two years? — No, certainly not; the notices for compositions for tithes 
have of course within the last three or four years produced some effect upon the 
Government accounts, this last year particularly. 

1992. Do the charges to Government for the Dublin Gazette exceed the sums 

which are mentioned for 1829 and 1830 as the emoluments of that office ?— The 
estimate has been about 1,000/. I think for the last two or three years, and it may 
have somewhat exceeded that amount. * 

1993. Do you hold the office of King’s printer, in Dublin, by patent?— I and 
my brotiier do as devisees of my father; the patent was granted to him, and iny 
brother and myself have it now jointly. 

1994. Was the patent granted to your father originally ? — It was. 

* 993 * granted to him and his heirs? — Him and his assigns. 

1996. Was it granted for any specific term? — Forty years. 

1997. Dating from when?— March 1806. 

1908. So that the present patent expires in 1846 ? — Yes. 

* 999 - What are the emoluments you derive as King’s printer? — Do you mean 
the amount or the nature ? 01./ 

2000. Both ? — Of course it divides itself into two heads, one would be the sale 

of 
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of Acts of Parliament to the community, the other patt of course is the business G 
connected with the Government, and all principally arising out of the printing and 
sale of Acts of Parliament, the printing of bibles, prayer-books and testaments, as 
well as* miscellaneous printing for the public offices, including proclamations of 
Government, &c. 

2001 . As King’s printers, the whole of the prindng required for the public offices 
^is performed by you ? — I am sorry to say it is not ; there are some offices for which 

we have always printed, and vve have considered ourselves entitled to the printing 
for others, but it was never our disposition to press our claim. We, however, did 
present a paper upon the subject sometime ago to the Government, recommending 
it upon the principle of economy, as well as convenience, because by such a regu- 
lation, having an extended business, we could afford to print on more moderate 
terms than with a circumscribed business. 

2002. 13 y your j>atent has tlie Treasury the right to regulate the charges which 
you make for printing? — No doubt ; there is not any specific clause in it, but of 
course every patent is supposed to be conducted upon the fair principles of trade; 
and I consider that any overcharge would put a patent of that sort in risk. 

2O(i0. You do not then consider that the patent of King's printer would give him 
ari'fhtto charge more for the performances of any printing than would be charged 
by any other printer who could do it equally as w'ell ? — I think it impossible that 
the business of King’s printer can be conducted upon the exact scale of payment, 
speaking generally, that a common printer charges, because in the first place he is 
under the° necessity of paying higher wages than ordinary printers are obliged 
to do for many reasons, and one among others would be, that his business is chiefly 
confidential, and therefore he is obliged to have a description of men such as other 
printers probably need not employ, and he must have an overseer of great respect- 
ability ; besides, he must have men who, as well as being in his confidence, axe not 
likely either to be removed from his establishment or unwilling to come to him in 
preference to any other employer upon an emergency. ^ I can assure you such is 
in fact, the practice. Suppose, for instance, I have a Bill to print for Goveroment, 
it is not possible that can be done unless I have 1 2 or 15 persons m my confidence ; 
and should even a rumour of such a Bill reach the newspapers, our office and our 
property would be in great peril ; if I print for Government it is naturally a duty 
of responsibility, therefore I must have those 1 2 or 15 men such as I can command, 
and the only mode in which I can command them is by always having them well 
employed and paying them liberally ; that is one reason, among many others, that 

I could mention. . , , rr- > • 

2004; Then your opinion in point of fact is, that the duty of Kings pnnter 
cannot be nkformed on the same economic scale as printing for private indivi- 
duals can ?— It most assuredly cannot ; that is, Government business cannot. 

2005. And ill point of fiict, you do pay your workmen higher wages than other 
printers ?— In point of fact we do, and are obliged to do so. In addition to this 
we transmit the papers which we print throughout Ireland, to the magistracy and 
pen, sessions, &c., for which we make no specific charge whatever, “d have a 
mosi extensive correspondence, and have to sink a capital in our business nnusi, ally 
large and heavy to be able to meet cases of emergency which frequently arise 

^ 1 oo 6 . Has the sale and distribution of Acts of J 

off?— The sale to individuals has' somewhat increased since the number of copies 

distributed among the magistracy was diminished. •^mnno' 

2007. You were paid by Government for the Acts that were distributed among 
the magistrates ? — We were. 

2008. How long has that ceased r — Since the year 1 9. as Kinc’s 

2009. Can you furnish to the Committee the amount of youi receipts Kings 

exclusively to the business conferred qpoa 

you by the patent?— Yes. Government in addition to the renin- 

nerrtio'n' yXe^ferm ?-We have an annual stipend 

of eight pounds Irish. 

“la K',o"“rSi:’rfctfge 7 to Government for printing been pretty nearly 
the 7 ai£:/yTn;tLftimfrhaved^^^^ 

say diminished, certainly; while on the other , increase 

519. 



Grfcrion,, Esq. 



23 June 1834. 
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G. Grierson, Esq. 



23 June 1834. 



132 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE 

increase the rate of payment to our printers ; by a new scale of payment the journey- 
men printers’ rate of charge to the employer has been raised from late Irish to 
British currency, while we conceived ourselves bound to reduce the prices of Acts 
&c., to the public ; and this we did voluntarily ; where we paid sd Irish^e now 
pay 5 d British ; but where we charged 5 d. Irish, we now charge ^Id. 

2014. Is there any board of audit to examine your accounts as King’s printers 
ill Dublin?— ^No, <7ur accounts have been transmitted to England, and there* 
examined. 
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LIST OF APPENDIX. 



No. P»ge 

1. — RETURNS explaining the Nature, Tenure, and Emoluments of all Sinecure 

Offices within the United Kingdom - - - - - - - - 3 



ENGLAND: 



COURT OF CHANCERY, Sinecure Offices - 
Court of King’s Bench - - - ditto « 

Court of Common Pleas - - - ditto - 

Court of Exchequer - - - - ditto - 

High Court of Admiralty - - - ditto - 

Prerogative’Court ----- ditto 

Protbonoiary of His Majesty’s Palace Court 
Collector and Transmitter of State Papers 
Exchequer (Office ------ 

Clerk of the Privy Seal - 
Clerks of the Signet - 

Alienation Office ------ 

Comptroller of the Mint - - - - - 

Inspector General of Coffee and Tea 
Receiver General of Stamps - - 

Register to Excise Commissioners - - . 

Surveyor and Auditor of Plantations in America 
Grand Falconer of England . - - . 

Clerk of The Parliameuis . . - - 



3 

5 

7 

10 

11 

11 

U 

14 
U 

15 

15 

16 

17 
17 
17 

17 

18 
i8 
i8 



SCOTLAND: 

.Keeper of the Great Seal • - - - - 

Keeper of the Privy Seal - - - • - 

Writer to tlie Privy Seal - 
Keeper of the Signet - _ - 
Keeper of the Register of Sasines, &c. 

Director of Chancery - - - - - 

Writers and Clerks in Chancery - - - 

Principal Auditor of Exchequer - 
Presenter of Signatures in the Court of Exchequer 
Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest - - - - 

Principal Usher and Door-keeper of Exchequer - 
Lord Justice General of Justiciary - ? - 

Principal Cleik of Justiciary - - • - 

General of the Mint - - 

Master and Worker of the Mint _ - - 

Principal Clerks of the Bills (Court of Session) - 
King’s Almoner 

Clerk to the Admission of Notanes - - • 



19 

19 

19 

19 

2U 

20 
20 
20 
21 
22 
21 
21 
22 
22 
22 
23 

23 

24 



IRELAND; 

Housekeepers and Wardrobe-keepers of Dublin Castle 
Town Clerk and Protbonotary of Londonderry - 
Principal Serjeant at Arms - « - - 

Receiver of First Fruits - - - - • 

Clerk of the Crown and Hanaper “ ’ 

Second Remembrancer of the Court of Exchequer 
Registrars of the Prerogative Court - - « 

Marshal of the Prerogative Court - - - 

Clerk of the Privy Council - - - “ 

Constable of Dublin Castle - - - - 

Constable of Castlemain - " . , * 

Governor and Constable of Limenck CasUe 

Constable of the Fort of Hillsborough 

Compiler of the Dublin Gazette 
Usher of the Court of Chancery 
Seneschal of the King’s Manors 
Comptroller of the Pipe - 



25 

36 

25 

26 

26 

27 
27 

27 
27- 

28 
28 

28 

23 

29 
29 

29 

30 

Clerk 
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List of Appendix — continued. 

Clerk of the Pipe and Engrosser of the Great Roll 
Pursuivant of the Court of Exchequer - - . - 

Register of Forfeitures - - - - - 

Physician to the Slate 

Keeper of the Four Courts Marshalsea - - - - 

Pro^onotary of the Court of King’s Bench 
Filacer of the Court of King’s Bench - 

Usher of the Court of Exchequer - « - - - 

Transcriptor and Foreign Apposer - - - • - 

Deputy Searcher, Packer, &c. Port of Dublin - - . 

Searcher, Packer, &c. of Carrickfergus and Larne 
Searcher, Packer, &c- of Strangford and Donaghadee - 
Customer and Collector of Drogheda, Dundalk and Carlingford 
Deputy Customer and Collector of Drogheda - - . 

Packer, Searcher and Gauger of Wexford - - - - 

Customer of Youghall ------- 

Searcher, Packer, &c. of Dundalk and Carlingford 



Page 

30 

31 

31 

31 

31 

32 
32 
32 

32 

33 
33 
33 

33 

34 
34 
34 
34 



2. — LETTER from Lord iEUenborough to George Grote, Esq. Chairman of the 

Committee respecting Sinecures, &c. &c. &c. 

3 A. — Copy Patent of Constable of Dublin Castle to John Richard Bruce O’Neill - 
Office Copy from the Rolls Chapel of the Record of the Deed of Suerender to 
His Majesty George III., by James Edward Viscount Fitzharris, of the Pension 
of £. 1 ,200 per Annum on receiving Grant of the Office of Governor of the Isle 
of Wight - -- -- -- - - I - - _ 

Office Copy from the Rolls Chapel of the Record of the Letters Patent and 
Grant to James Edward Viscount Fitzharris, now Earl of Malmesbury, of the 
Office of Governor of the Isle of Wight, &c. &c. 

Copy of the Grant of the Seal Office ; Duke of Grafton 

3. —Copy Patent appointing Edward Milward, Esq. Comptroller of Excise - 

Copy Patent revoking Appointment of ditto ------- 

Treasury Minute respecting Abolition of the Office of Comptroller of Excise - 
Ditto - _ - ditto - - - Offices at Trinidad, Demerara and Berbice 

Ditto - - - ditto - - - Offices of Auditor and Comptroller of Excise 

in Scotland - 

Copy Patent appointing Richard Wharton Duff Comptroller of Excise in 
Scotland j - . - _ _ _ _ 

Grant of the Offices of Searcher, Pucker and Gauger of the Port of Wexford to 
Townahend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees for life, after the death of John 
Lees, Esq. 

Copy of a Derivative Grant or Lease (dated 25 June 1819) under and by 
virtue of which the Office of Clerk of the Bills of His Majesty’s Customs, and 
Letters Patent thereof, are conveyed to the Trustees of the Customs Annuity 
and Benevolent Fund for the benefit of the Fund 



35 . 

36 



37 



37 

42 

53 

54 
54 
56 

56 

57 
59 



60 



4. RETURN of the Nature, Tenure and Emoluments of all Sinecure Offices, or 

Offices executed wholly or principally by Deputy,^ in the Colonies - - - 72 

RETURNS and WARRANTS of APPOINTMENT: 

Receiver-Geueral of Jamaica ; Hbii. George Germain ----- - 74 

Secretary, Commissary and Steward General, Clerk of the Enrolments, and Clerk of 
the Council of Jamaica; Charles Cavendish Fulke Greville, Esq. - - - 75 

Provost Marshal of Barbadoes; Thomas Carter, Esq. ----- - 7(5 

Provost Marshal of the Leeward Islands ; Sir George Pownall, Knt, - - - 77 

Registrar in Chancery and Clerk of the Crow n in Barbadoes ; George Disbrowe, E^q- So 

Captain of Fort Charles, Jamaica; Lieut. General Lord Bloomfield - - - 81 

RETURN of Sinecure Offices, or Offices executed by Deputy in tire Colonies, in 
we year 1812 j abstracted from the Third Report of the Select Committee on 
Sinecure Offices (Paper No. 264, printed 23d April 1812); with a Comparative 
Return, showing the present state of these Offices, and the Alterations and 
Reductions made therein, as far as relates to the Colonial Department - - 82 

LIST of Sinecure Offices, or Offices executed by Deputy, not included in the 

Return printed by the Select Committee in i8i2 ------ 88 

6. RETI^N of the Extent, the Value and theTenure of Lands held by the Constables 
or Dublin, Limerick and Castlemain respectively ; distinguishing Arable Lands 
. irom Pasture, and stating the Amount of Rent or Income received by each of 

the. said Constables from such Lands, in each of the years 1831 and 1832 - 88 
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Appendix, No. 1. 



RETURNS explaining the Nature, Tenure, and Emoluments of all 
Sinecure Offices within the United Kingdom. 



COURT OF CHANCERY. 



RETURN of the Emoluments of the Principals bolding Chancery Sinecure Offices 
for the Year commencing the ist January, ending the 31st December 1833, (both 



days inclusive.) 



£. s. d. 



Clerk of the Crown - - - Earl Bathurst 

Examiner of the Letters Patent - Horace Twiss, Esq. - - - I 

Chaff Wax - John Holdship, Esq. - 

Sealer ----- Robert Hand, Esq. - 
Patentee of the Subpoena Office - William Courtenay, Esq. 

Clerk of the Hanaper - - - Rev. Thomas Thurlow - - - 

Clerk of the Custodies of Lunatics Henry J. Shepherd, Esq. 

Clerk of the Presentations - - Henry J. Shepherd, Esq. 

Clerks of the Dispensations - George 8c Josiah Humphreys, Esq^ 



U245 19 
67 8 
1,272 15 
797 *6 
493 11 
2,266 8 
M37 1 
58 19 
263 17 



6 i 



The whole of the above Chancery Offices are held for life, and will cease to be sinecures 
on the death or resignation of the respective holders. The future emoluments and duties 
thereof are regulated by the Acts 3 4 Will. 4. c. 84, and 3 8c 4 Will. 4. c. 94. 



X. — Clerk of the Crown. 



The Emoluments of the Office of Clerk of the Crown “ Uhancery (held ^ 
Earl Bathurst) from the 1st day of January 1833 to the 31st day of December 1833, both 
days inclusive, amounted to - - - - £.1,245. 19. 1. 



Crown Office, 
15 February 1834. 



} 



Wilbraham, 

Deputy Clerk of the Crown. 



— Examiner of Letters Patent. 



RETURN of the Ex.mineb of Lettekb Patent of his Emoluments, from the 1st of 
January to the 31st of December 1833 (both days inclusive) : 

Silst Fehrnary 1834.— The clear Emoluments of the Examiner of Letters Patent, for the 

unpaid to him, in consequence, as he is infonned,, of a deficiency m the fund on which 
is charged. fforace Twiss, Examiner. 



g. — C haff Wax. 

RETURN of the Emoluments of the Office of 

from the 1st January 1833 to the 31st December 1833 (both days inclasn e.) 



£.1,272 15. 5- 



20 February 1834. 



John Holdship, Chaff Wax, 

11, Upper Bedford-place, Russell-square. 
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4. — Sealer. 



RETURN of the Emoluments of the Office of Sealer attending the Great Seal 
from the 1st January 1833 to the 31st December 1833 (both days inclusive): 
£.797. 16. 9. 



February 20, 1833. 



Rob* Hand, Sealer, . 
East Sheen, Surrey. 



5. — SuBPOLNA Office. 

The Total Gross Amount of Fees received for Subp<enas in the vear 1833 was— • 
£.1,234. 19- 8. 

Of this sum the share given to the Clerk or Deputy was 495 1 . 155. 2d.. 

The Expenses of the Offices, exclustve of such share of Fees, was 245 1 . 15 s. 6 A 
And the residue, being 493 1 . 115. was received by the Principal, the Patentee. 
February 21, 1834. William Courtenay. 



6. — Clerk OF the’Hanaper. 

RETURN of the Clerk of the Hanaper of the Emoluments of Office from the 
1st day of January to 31st day of December 1833, (both days inclusive.) 

The clear Emoluments of the Clerk of the Hanaper for the year 1 833 amount to the sum 
of 1,781/. 115 . 8|A ; independently of which he is entitled to the annual sum of 484/. 16 s. 9A 
as a compensation for loss of Fees sustained by him under the operation of the Act for the 
establishment of a new Court in Bankruptcy. 

20 February 1834. y. Seton, Deputy Clerk Hanaper. 



7. — Clerk op the Custodies, 

From the January to the 31st day of December last, both days inclusive. 

Emoluments of the Clerk of the Custodies, Principal in the Office - - £.1,437.1. 



8. — Clerk of Presentations. 



From 1st day of January to the 31st day of December last, 
ments of the Clerk of Presentations, Principal in the Office 
February 19, 1834. 



both days inclusive, Emolu- 
. - £.58. 19. 

H. J, Shepherd., 



9. — Clerk of the Dispensations. 

KETURN of the Emoluments of the Office of Cieek of the Dispemsations within 
the year 1833. 

'j' Dispensations and Faculties, from the 1st day 

of January 1833 to the 31st day of December, amounts to the sum of - - £.053. 17. i 



February 22, 1834, 



George Humphrys and Josiah Humpkiys, 

Clerk of Dispensations and Faculties. 
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COURT OF KING’S BENCH. 



NATURE Tenure of Office, Date af Gross 

Appoimment, Emolinnents 
• Good Bclikviotir, «'>om ' for the 

TITLE of OFFICE *^**’''''8 I’ieasure, '*'‘*de, or under Year ending 
icc. wlist Authority. 5 January 1834. 



Reference to any 
prospective Akeratton 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on the termination of 
the existing Interest. 



10.— CHIEF CLFRK. 

Lord Ellenborough - - - Chief Clerk For Life. --November 

»>n the rieaSide i8ii,bylhe 

of Ibe Court of late Lord 

King’s Bench. Eilenborough 

■ as Lord Chief 

Justice of 
the Court uf 
King’s Bench. 



220 - 2^ 1.649 »9 -*| ’ • The Emolu- 
1 I ments of the Chief 

Clerk may be reduced, and the surplus paid 
snto the Treasury in the case of future appoint- 
ments under the Act of the 11 Geo. 4. and 
1 Will. 4. c. 56. s. tg. 

A similar provision with respect to this 
Office is contained in the Act of 6 Geo. 4. c. 82. 



* The minis. m ihcM columns do not afford a correct view of iho net Emoluments of the Office, us (lionet Annual Vukie of tlic 
Office, as certified to the 1 rrasury by the Coinmissimiers under the Act of U Geo. 4. and 1 Will. 4,. c. 38. is 3 700 < os s t! and 
the dillcreace between that sum and the net Receipts is. under that Act, pujabie lo tl.e Chief Clerk hy the ITeusury. ' " 

11.— GUSTOS BREVIUM OFFICE, 

,18 Rrevium et 1 -- Custos Brevium | .. For Lives j -- February I 1,205 6111 72 8 - i - - On this 



Cti!t(« Brevium et -- Custos Brevium --For Lives --February 
Jlectirdonim, Court et • Recordorum, ofLordKen- 3, 1810, by 
of King’s Bencn, King's Bench, rit/e yon and Lord Lord Elleti- 
Lord Kenyon and Report, 1S18, of Eilenborough borough, Lord 
Lord EHenborough. Coimnissioners bn and the Sur- Chief Justice, 
Oflicea in Courts vivor, xide vide above 
of Law, pages 88 lo 96. above Report Report, p. 89. 

to House of , 

Commons, 1818. 



- - On this bear! 
I do not feel com- 
petent to oiler any 
suggestions. 



February 8, 1834. 



12.— USHER AND CRYER OF THE COURT. 



I’eregrine Dealtry - - - Usher and -- For Life, --Appoint- --The Com- -- Land Tax --By 
Cryer of the Court to have and ment made miasioiiers ap- 9/. 144.7^. .Act, in 



exercise the by his Kte pninied in por- 

saineby myself Mujesty King stiance of tlie 

nr my sufficient George the Slaluio n Geo. 

Deputy or De- Thiid, hy Let- 4. and 1 Wifi, 

putios, accord- ivrs Palenc uii- 4, c. 58, lisve 



piiinied in pnr- Poundage of future Appoiniiiienf, 
stiance of tlie , the Lords of the Tree- 

Slaluio n Geo. p,’_j j„ Miry may reduce the 

4. and 1 Will. 1 '"’nd be- „ 

4. c. 58, liBve ducted troin and Etnolumems to 



(he an- der the Great certified to the the Fees when be thereafter allowed 
form of Seui, bearing Lords of the pajj over bv ! OHic*'’ ; and 

antoflhe date 1 1 Decern- Treasuiy that Ma«ttW t 



ihe Grant of Ihe date n Decern- Treasuiy 
same Office, 1 bet 1605. the net 

Henry 7, A.D. value of il 

)4^5' and Emol 



the net annual , , , 

value of the Fees the Kings 
and Emoluments Bench, 
of the Office is 
434L 6s. lod. 



pins to be received hy 
him be paid into the 
Excliequer, to the 
Cffdii of the Consoli- 
dated Fund. 



Peregrine DcoUry. 



13.— CLERK OF THE .DECLARATIONS. 



- - J'o receive all For Life 
Declarations filed 
in tlie Court of May 

King's Bench ; Hon. 

Title, Clerk of the Osbo 

Declarations. Chiel 



•Life - I - -Appoint- 1,248 3 8 -- Salary to Deputy, 250 A, 

| mentdated22 as fixed by of which Government is 
May 1816, made by the the Comm is- chargeable with 490/. over 
Hon. Edward Law and sinners ap- and above the sum mention- 
Osborne Markham, Esq. pointed under -'ed in the foregoing column. 
Chief Clerk of the Court 1 Will. 4,-c, and7L 13J. lod- for Stti- 
of King's Bench. 58. tionery. &c. also chargeable 

j • to Govern aient. 

R. RoitHJOTi, Clerk of the Declarations. 



14.— CLERK OF NISI PRIUS FOR LONDON, &c. 



William Rrevost 



I Prius, for London 
and ilie other Cities and Towns in 
England. 

'Id pass and make up all Records 
for ‘IVial at Nisi Prius in the Court 
of King’s Bench, 'where the Venue 
is laid in London, or any other City 
or 'I own in England. 

31 January 1834 . 



For Life " I ■ * 


1 1,005 19 ‘2 
being the 


120 4 6 


1 year 1804, 


chargeable to 


under the huiid of the 


aiuountaward- 


the Govern- 


late John Way, Esq., as 


I ed to me as 


ment undei 


the Custos Brevium of 


compensatiuii 


the same Act. 


the Court of King’s 
Bench. 


under the Act 
1 Will. 4. 0.58. 


i 
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NAME 

of 

0 m C E R. 


NATURE 

TITLEofOrFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
i whether for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
Sec. 


Date of 
Appointment, 
and by wliom 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


Gross 

Emolumenta j 
for the 

Year ending j 
5 January 1834 . 


EXPENSES 

of 

orncE. 


Reference to any 
prospective Alteradon 
or Reduction 
1 affecting the Office 
. on the termination of 
j the exijdng Interest. 


15 .— CLl 

Honourable Edward 
Kenyon. 


iRK OF NISI I 

- - Clerk of Nisi ^ 
; Prius, of the Ox- 
ford and Western 
Circuits iu the 
Court of King’s 
Bench. 

To transcribe 
from the Rolls all 
d at Nisi Prius, and 
;on, to make entries 
1 Papers called Ren 
for that purpose, 
the Nisi Prius Offic 
itment of the Circi 
n the Gazette until tl 
>urs of attendance, l 
onger attendance is 
is almost always the 


»RIUS OF 1 
For Life 


:'HE OXFOI 

- - 14th June 
1832, by the 
Right Hon. 
Lord Kenyon 
and the Right 
Hon. Lord 
Ellenborough. 

Gustos Bre- 
vium of Court 
of King’s 
Bench. 


ID AND Wj 

Fees received, 

7 - 


BSTERN Cl 

Bag- 

bearer / ® 

Peiisionl , . 

Duty * 

Land- T - 
T» J-® 


RCUITS, 

I know of none. 








5 9 




Issues to be trie 
the jurates then 
rords passed, ot 
Papers provided 
To attend at 
time the appoii 
Judges, appears i 
are finished. Hn 
from 5 to 7 ; a 1 
required, which i 


to ingross 
of all Re- 
nembrance 

e from the 
nits by the 
be Circuits 
\ to 2, and 
1 given, if 
case. 

1 


- 







Plowden-buildbgs, Tempb,'! 
27 January 1834. J 



E. Kenyon. 



16.— CLERK OF THE INNER AND UPPER TREASURY, 8 cc. 



William Hanmer 


- - Clerk of the 1 


For Life - 1 


• - Appointed 1 


£.660. 9. 11. 


-£. 140 Circa 




Inner and Upper | 


1 


under the hand 


as fixed by the 


chargeable to 




Treasury,&Clerk 




and seal of the 


Commissioners 


Government, 




of Nisi Prius for ■ 




Gustos Bre- 


under 1 Will. 


as settled by 




the Northern and 




viuDi, Lord 


4 - c. 58. 


the Commis- 




Norfolk Circuits. 




Kenyon and 




sioners, 




To attend at 




Lord Ellen- 




1 Will. 4. 




Westminster in 




borough, 




c. 58. 


person, or by clerk, every day in Term during 


30 ApriliSei. 






the sitting of the Court of King’s Bench ; also. 








to attend inVacation at the Office in the Temple : 








to receive and file Writs and Rolls, 


and make 








Copies thereof upon application for the same ; 








to inspect and pass Records. 

1 


1 









- - I am not aware 
of any alteration or 
reduction being 
contemplated on 
the termination of 
the existing In- 
terest. 



13 January 1834. 



W'” Hanmer, 

Clerk of the Inner and Upper Treasury, &c. 



17.— T I P S T A F F. 

Sir, 1 February 1834. 

In answer to vour Letter of the 29th November last, 1 beg to say that I have filled up the forai sent ine 
as far as I am able. Allow me to state, however, for the information of the Lords Commissioners, that the 
situation which I hold of Tipstaff iu the Court of King’s Bench is by no means a sinecure. At present I am 
permitted by the Marshal, who a,ppointed me, to perform the duty by Deputy. The Tipstaffs have to give 
the Marshal security to a large amount, and are answerable for any escapes or losses which may occur in con- 
veying prisoners from the Court to the Prison, Judges’ Chambers or elsewhere. 



3, Stanhope-place, Southwark Bridge-road, 1 I have, &c. &c. 

near the King’s Bench. / Charles Thomas Lexois. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 

and 

TIl’LEofOFFlCE. ' 


Tenure of Office, 
wheUier for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Date of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


Cross 

Emoluments 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 18 S 4 . 


EXPENSES. 

of 

OFFICE. 


Referenee to any 
prospective Alteration 
ot Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on rite termination of 

the existing Interest. 


Charles Thomas 
Lewis. 


Tipstaff 


For Life 

theKing’s 
tueof Act 


- - 28 March 
1833; by the 
Marshal of 
iBench.by vir- 
of Parliament. 

1 


-About £.140, 
afterdeducting 
the expenses. 


About £. 32. 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, 



Name of Officer. 


Title of Office. 


Tenure and Nature of Appointmeiu. 


lliiioluments- i 


Eipcuses of Office, icc. 


1 









18.— CHIEF PROCLAMATOR, COURT 



George Heneage 
Walker Heneage 



- - Hereditary 
Chief Proclainator 
of the (Jourt of 
Comcnon Pleas. 



• - This Office is held under 
a grant in fee-simple from 
King Henry the Second, 
(a. d . 1154.) It has been 
entailed by a recent pos- 
sessor, and is consequently 
held by the present Officer 
for life, with remainder to 
his heirs male, &c. 



OP COMMON PLEAS. 

s. (I. ] £. s. d. • 

94 i 3 - I . 20 - - 

The average net yearly profit of this Office as 
certified to the Treasury by the Commissioners 
of Common Law Fees, under the Act of the 1st 
of William 4. The said Act assures that suiti 
to the present Officer for life. The profit of the 
successor under that Act, it is said, must depend 
on the business of the Court, but it is presumed, 
the peculiar nature of this Office will entitle each 
heir of entail to the said average net yearly profit 
94/. is. 3ef. 



19.— FILACERS OF THE COURT. 

Sir, 20 February 1834. 

In sending a Return of the nature, tenure and emoluments of my office of Filacer for several counties 
in England in the Court of Common Pleas, according to the form required by the Address of the Hous« 
of Commons dated 15th August last, I think it necessary to explain the slate of the Law at the time I 
received my appointments, and I wish this letter to be considered as a part of my Return. 

Previous to the statute of the 6 Geo. 4. c. 83, the Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas 
was remunerated partly by a salary inferior in amount to that of a Puisne Judge, and partly by fees, and 
by the right of selling certain offices in the Court, including the office which I have the honour to hold. 
Jrfy appointment was made in the year 1812. 

The statute to which I have already alluded by the first section, after reciting that these offices are 
appointed bv the Chief Justice and are saleable by him, enacts, that the appointments to them, as they 
may becorne vacant, shall be rhade according to the directions of the Act. 

The statute afterwards, in sec. 8, enacts, that it will be necessary to make due provision for the Chief 
Justice, in lieu of the fees and valuable patronage hitherto enjoyed, and enacts that the annual salary 
shall be 8,000 f. 

I have, &c. Ac. 

4, Elm Cuutt, Temple. ' Mtmijidd. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 

and 

TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during pleasure. 
&c. 


Date of 
Appointment, 
and by wiiom 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


Emoluments ' 
for the 
Vear ending 
5 January 18 S 4 . 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
nil the termin.otiun of 
the exisiiug Interest. 


John Mansfield - - 

Bedford, Bucks, 
City, Cornwall, : 
and City, Glouce 


• • Filacer in the 
Court of Common 
Pleas for the se- 
veral Cities and 
Counties of Lon- 
donand Middlesex, 
Berks, Oxford and 
Hereford, Worcester 
ster and City. 


For Life. 


- . Appointed 
12 February 
1812, by Sir 
James Mans- 
field, then 

Chief Justice 
of the Com- 
mon Pleas. 


£. A. d. 
1,622 4 2 


£. s. d. 

494 '3 8 ' 

Robert Rose, fc 


- - Upon the expi- 
ration of the inte- 
rest of the present 
Filacers, one Fila- 
cer to be appointed 
for all England, 
according to the 
provisions of the 6 
Geo. 4. c. 83. 

>r John Man^ield. 




20 February 1834. 

, .. „ nf thP nature tenure and emoluments of my office of Filacer for several 

Is eendmg yoe a Return of ,he form ?e,ui,.db, the Addres, of the 

English counties j tbi^k it necessary to call your attention to the state of the 

House of Commons, doted *5* w sh this letL to be oonsidered as partof my Return. 

Lawat thenme l remvrf P Common Plea, 

Preuions to * . j f ; r in amount to that Of a Puisne Judge, and partly by fees, and 

Court as they became vacant. I »as appointed to my ofSee 

‘"a^;^™bich tr CS 

5uSe andSa^ble by him, and euaeta, that toe appomtments to these offices a, they may become 
va^nl shall be made that it will be necessary to make due provision for the 

Chlef'jSkt Tn lieTof^he fees’ and valuable patronage hitherto enjoyed, and enacts, that his annual 
salary shall be 8,000 1 > 

17, Red Lion Square. 



I have, 5 £c. &c 
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N.A M E ^ 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 1 

TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, j 
whether for 1 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
duringPleusnre, 
&c. 


D:ite of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or umler 
what Authority. 


Cross 1 

EmolumKnls 1 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January I834. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference lo 

prospective Aheraiio, 

or Kediiciiun 
affecting the Office 

on the tenninfitioi. of 

ihe existing Interest. 


John Cox 


FIU 

- - Filacer in the 
■ Court of Common 
Pleas for several 
Counties, 


lCERS of ^ 

For Life 


FHE COUR' 

- - 12th Nov. 
1813, hy air 
James Mans- 
field, then 
Chief Justice 
of the Com- 
mon I’lfllS. 


r — coiUinued. 
£. s. (J. 
363 8 2 


£. s. d. 
83 5 


• • Upon the expi. 
ration of the ipte- 
rest of the present 
Filacer, one Filarer 
to be appointed for 
i'll England, ac* 
cording to the pm. 
visions of 6 Geo, 4 
c- 83. ■ 



John Cox, 

riljicer for the Counties of Norfolk, &c. 



— 21 .— 

Sir, ' _ Raker -street, i8tii February i8;i4. 

In compliance with the cormuand contained in your letter of the scjtb Novembei 183;^, I beg leave 
to explain to you the state of the Law at the lime I received my appointment as Filacer, which expla- 
nation I wish to be considered as part of my Return. 

Before the passing of the Act of 6 Geo. 4 c. 83, the Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas 
was remunerated partly by a salary, inferior in amount to that of a puisne Judge, (which ollice my 
father previously held, and relinquished on his appointment to the Chief Justiceship) and partlj- hy 
Fees and the right of sale or nomination to certain offices in the Court, including the Office I have the 
honour of holding. My appointment was made by him, as Chief Justice, in tlie year 1825, previous 
to the passing of the said statute; in the first section of which, after reciting that those Offices are 
appointed by the Chief Justice, and are saleable by him, it is enacted, -that the appointments in future 
as- vacancies may occur, shall be made conformably with provisions of that statute. 

The same statute afterwards, in section 8, states, that it will be necessary to make due provision for the 
Lord Chief Justice in lieu of the said Fee-s and valuable patronage hitherto enjoyed by him, and enacts, 
that from henceforth his salary shall be £. 8,000. 

I liave, &c. &c. 

W. S. Best. 



William Samuel Best 1 - - Filacer in the I For Life 
I Court of Common I 

Pleas for the several Qities, Counties and 
Towns of Yorkshire, City of York, Town of 
Kingston-upon-Hull, Devonshire, City of 
Exeter, Cumberhmd, Northumberl-rtnd, 
Westmorland, and Town of Ncwcuslle- 
upon Tyne. 



• - Appointed 


19a 12 - 


12 ApriliSss, 




by Sir VVil- 




liam Draper 




Best, then 




Chief Justice 




of the Court 




of Common 




Pleas. 





57 9 



• - Upon the expi- 
ration of the inte- 
rest of the present 
Filacers, ojie Filacer 
to be appointed for 
all England, ac- 
cording to the pro- 
visions of 6 Geo. 4. 
c. 83. 



Robert Rose, 

For William Savml Bat. 



John Massey 



28 Feb, 1834. 



-- Filacer, of the 
Courtof Common 
Pleas for theCoiin- 
ties of Essex and 
Herts. 



For Life • j - - By Sir 
I Vicary Gibbs, 
Lord Chief Justice of the 
Courtof Common Pleas, 
on or about 7th May 
1817; but I am unable 
to furnish the e.\act date 
of my Appointrnent.such 
Appointment having 
been destroyed at a fire, 
which happened at iny 
Lodgings in Gate-street, 
Lincoln’s-Inn Fields, in ^ 
the year 1823. 

Given by his Lordship 
to the present Possessoi-, 
who bad been many years 
his Clerk, and subse- 
quently bis Marshall, as 
a reward for services, 
and some small pio.vi- 
sion for old age. 



123 “ 8 I 41 16 9 1 --Upon the e.xpi- 

1031 Dec. 1833. ration of the inte- 

I I rest of the present 

Filacers, one Filacer to be appointed for all 
England, according to the provisions of the 
6 Geo. 4. c. 83. 

At the date of my Appointment and pre- 
viously to the passing. of the above Act, the 
several Filacerships in the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas were in the disposal of the Lord 
Chief Justice of that Court, and being 
saleable offices, the produce of such sale, 
forming pan of the profits and emolunieiils 
of his Office, were either sold by the Lord 
• Chief Justice for the time being, as they fell 
in, or given to bis sons or other members 
of his family, as provisions for them, or, 
as sometimes happened, as in the present 
case, were given to their Clerks furlong 
services, and as a small provision for old 
age. 



J. Massey. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 



[9 



NATURE 

and 

TITLE of OFFICE 


Teiiur« ofOfficc, 
whetlier for 
Lif.-, 

. Good Btiliavioiir, 
1 duriiii; Flavsuru, 

1 Uc. 


Date of 
Appiiiiitmeur, 
and by whom 
iiiiuia, or under 
wliat Aiiihoiity. 


Gross ^ 

EmuhiiiicnU ! 

fur ibe 
Year ending 
5 Jnnuury 1834. 




1 1 1 

23.-FILACERS OF THE COUKT-coniinue 


d. 



Ri-feri'iicc to any 
prt»»pi-cti'e Alwration 
or Reduction 
afTVcting Uie Office 
on the termination of 
llie (listing Tnierest. 



Harry Edgell - 



28 Feb. 1834. 



- ' Filacer of the I 
Courtof Common 
PleasforlbeCoun- 
ties of Lincoln and I 
Suftblk, Cambridge 
and Huntingdon, 
and the City of 
Lincoln. 



For Life « 1 - • /\s Filacer 
I f'lr the coun- 
ty of Lincoln and city 
of Lincoln, the Appoint- 
ment is dated 9th May 
35 Geo. 3.; for the 
County of Suffolk, dated 
14th April, 36 Geo. 3 ; 
for the counties of Cam- 
bridge and Huntingdon, 
dated 16th November, 
38 Geo. 3; all under the 
hand and seal of Sir 
James Eyre, then Chief 
Justice of the Common 
Pleas. 



£. 

104 



s. d. £. s. d. 

- ~ 38 9 n --Upon the Expi- 

ration of the inte- 
rest of the present 
Filacers, one Filacer to be appointed for all 
England, according to the provisions of the 
6 Geo. 4. c. 83. 

Ac the time of my Appointment and pre- 
viously to the pasing of the above Act, the 
patronage and rightto sell this (umoiigs t other 
Offices) was vested in the Chief Justice of 
the Common Fleas for the time being, and 
constituted a part of the Emoluments of 
his Office. By that Act the annual Salary 
of the Chief Justice was increased and 
the patronage and right to sell was abo- 
lished. 



• Harry Edgell. 



Sir James Edward 
Colebrooke, Bart, 
and Henry Thomas 
Colebrooke, Esq. 



• - Chirographer’s 
Office, for the mak- 
ingoat andengross- 
ing the Indentures 
or Chirographs of 
Fines. 



24.— CHIROGRAPHER’S OFFICE. 

- - During the | • - By Letters | 369 
lives of the Patent, bear- 
present Offi- ing date Mar, 
cers, and the j 18, 1766* 
life of the sui'- 
vivor of them. 



- - About to be 
abolished by the 
Act 3 & 4 Will, 4. 
c. 7 'f- 



It is considered necessary to state, that the net annual value of the Office, as certified by the Commissioners 
under the Act x Will. 4. c. 58, is £.219. 13. 3, 

ChiroBrapher's Office, 1 H'cloh, 

30 January 1834. J 



Secondary, &c. 



25.— SEAL OFFICE. 



The Duke of Grafton 



January 1834. 



- - Receiver Ge- 


- - Tbe said 


• • Under Let- 


2,655 2 6 


2,229 15 


neral of all the 


Office and tbe 


ters Patent, 






llevenu&s and 


Sums of mo- 


dated 30th of April in the 




sums of money for 


ney arising to 


2<Jth year of the reign of 




sealing any Writs, 


his Majesty 


King Charles the Second. 




Exemplifications, 


from the said 








&c. in His Majes- 


Seals wtere (in 








Courta of King's 


the events that have hap- 






Bench and Com- 


pened) granted to Henry 






mon Pleas, and 


Earl of Eusion, afterwards 






Comptroller and 


Duke of Grafton, and tbe 






Overseer of tbe 


heirs male of his body for 






said Writs, Sic. 


ever, iu default of which, 








the Office reverts to Uie 








Crown. 









- - See third Co- 
lumn as to the te- 
nure of the Office. 



Grajlon. 



Tbe Rev. WHlUara 
Mansfield. 



- - King’s Silver 
Office for the in- 
rolment of the 
King's Silver paid 
upon Fines on the 
Alienation of 
Land, &c. 



26.— KING’S SILVER OFFICE. 

For Life - I - - 12 Feb- j 777 
I ruary 1812, 
appointed by Sir James 
Mansfield. Knt.by virtue 
of his Office of Chief 
Justice of the Common 
Pleas. 



448 U 10 
110 17 5 



. - By the late Act 
abolishing Fines 
find llccoveries, a 
considerable reduc- 
tion will tnke place 
in the future re- 
ceipts of this Office, 
the Fees for search- 

ine and will then bhbe only source of Emolument to the Deputy, who traus.octs tbe business the 

picip...hy^eActfor^^^^^^ 

whhirutLmntf whercmnparetl with foLcr years, is much dinunishcd, and there is uo doubt that the incuro of 
the Deputy will he still further curtailed by the operation ol the Act in <iuesuon. 

CAtt’ Bidgin, Deputy Clerk of the King’s Silver. 

b3 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM 



EXCHEQUER COURT. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office • 

aud 

Nature of AppointiDeuC. 


Emoluments. 


Expenses 

of 

OFFICE. 


George Hencage \ 
-Walker Heneage J 


27 .— 

♦ - HeredicaryChief 
Usher of theCourt 
of Exchequer. 

This Office is 
executed by de- 
puty. 


-HEREDITARY CHIEF US 

1 - - This Office is held under a 
1 Grant in Fee Simple from King ; 
Henry U. (a. d. 1 154). It has 
been entailed by a recent Pos- 
1 sessor, and is consequently held 
by the present Officer for life, 
with remainder to his heirs 
male. 


HER. 

- - The average net 
yearly profit of this 
Office as returned to the 
Commissioners of Com- 
mon Law Fees, under 
the Act of 1 Will. 4, 
and sworn to, is 

' £.166. $. iO. 

1 


■-ForDeputy’ssalarv. 

land tax, office duty 
fees, &c. 

£.229. 2. 8. 



Owing to opening of the Court of Exchequer there has been an increase in the Fees of the Chief Usher but under a 
above-mentioned Act all excess of profit above the average fixed by the said Commissioners must be refunded and naid infn k 
Consolidated bund, therefore this Act assures the said annual average profit to the present Possessor for his life • but that f 
the Successor to the Office it is said must depend on the business of the Court. It is hoped that the peculiar nature of this f iffi! 
will receive especial consideration. oumce 

William Tubb, Deputy Chief Usher. 



OFFICEB. 



Lytton George Kier - 



Thomas John Wyld- 
Thomas Hamilton - 
John Henry Taylor - 
Edward Simon'] 
Stephenson, j 
Robert Waimisley - 



TITLE of OFFICE. 



Tenure of Office, 
whether for 
Ufe, 

Goud Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 

&C. 



Bate of 
Ajipoiiilmeiit, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Anthoiity. 



Gros? 

Emoluraeuts 
for tlie 
Year ending 
5 January 1834. 



28 .— MESSENGERS OF THE COURT. 



- - Messenger of 
the Court of Ex- 
chequer. 

Office executed 
by Deputy. 



ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto 
ditto - 



- For Life. 



ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 



• - Appointed 
by the Here- 
ditary Chief 
Usher of the 
Court in vir- 
tue of his of- 
fice, in Jan- | 
uary i8oo. 

- ditto. 

Feb. 1823 - I 
Jun^ 82 g - 
June 1832 ■ 

July 1813 - I 
Apr. 1823 • 

cerlUed to the Treasury the average net yearly value of these 
average net'vearly value. ‘ above Offices appointed previously to the year 1830 will receive for Hfesuch 

delivery of Kt Rjob'^'w^lcease, wSu compensation for a payment formerly made to him for the 

William Tubb, Deputy Messenger. 



£. s. 

136 18 



100 18 
100 18 
100 18 

13 18 
13 18 



£. j. 

19 12 



24 2 
20 18 

95 18 



Beferente to any 
projpeclive Alteraiioa 
or Reduction 
affiectiiig the Office 
on the termination of 
the existing Interest. 



Robert Langley "I 
Appleyard. J 



- - During 
pleasure. 



29 .— MARSHAL OF THE MARSHALSEA. 
- - Marshall of 
the Marshalsea of 
the Court of Ex- 
chequer. 

To attend the 
Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on the 
nomination of, and 
on the Sheriffs of 
England on pass- 
ing their ac- 
counts, and to at- 
tach those who 
are in default. 



Lincoln’s Inn, Dec. 10, 1S33. 



- - By Deed 
of Appoint- 
, ment, dated 
the gth June 1795, un- 
der the band and seal of 
James Sayere, esq. (ac- 
knowledged before the 
Baronsofthe Exchequer, 
and enrolled in the Trea- 
surer’s Remembrancer’s 
Office) under the autho- 
Ihority of Letters Patent 
under the Great Seal 
granted on the Q8tb of 
June, 24 Geo. 3, to the 
said James Sayers, dec^. 



- - £.180 


- - None. 


per annum, 




arising sole- 




ly from the 




Fees (set 




forth in the 




Schedule to 




the Act of 




3G.1.C.15), 




paid by each 




Sheriff on 




passing his 




accounts. 





Ilob‘ L. Appleyard- 
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A M E 
of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure ofOffice, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Schaslour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Dnte of 
Appointment, 
and bj whom 
made, or under 
what Aatliont^. 


Gross 

Emoluments 
for tbe 
Year ending 
5 January 1834. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
or Reduction 
aiFectmg the OfHce 
1 on the lenmnation of 
i the existing Interest. 


illiam Stewart Rose 


30. — Cl 

1 - - Clerk of the 
1 Pleas. Court of 
I Exchequer. 


.ERK OF T 

Quam diu so 
bene gesserih 

the tb 
of the ] 
by virt 
Office. 


HE PLEAS. 

] - - Appointed 
1797 by tbe 
Right Hon. 
j William Pitt, 
en Chancellor 
Exchequer,' and 
;ue of his said 


£. d. 

- - By the 

1W.4. C. 58 , 

the Compen- 
sation Commi; 
empowered t< 
annual value 
Offices, and 
have certifier 
stance at £. 8 


1 No Expense. 

ssionerswere 
3 certify the 
of all similar 
which they 
1 in this in- 
72. 1. 


- - Upon any va- 
cancy occurring, 
the Office is abo- 
lished by the Act 
of 2 & 3 Will. 4- 



COURT OF ADMIRALTY. 



rheRightHonourablel -- Registrar of 
Charles George I the High Court 



Lord Arderj. 



of Admiralty of 
England, and of 
Ecclesiastical and 
MaritiineAppeals 
to His Majesty. 



31 .— REGISTRAR. 

- - For the 2 July 1764 1 9^4 
teiin of his There are two 
natural Life. Patents under | 
the Gieat 
Seal, one 
being a Grant of the 
Office of the Registrar 
of the Admiralty, and 
the other of Registrar of j 
all Ecclesiastical and 
' Maritime Appeals to 
His Majesty. These are 
further confirmed by 
the Act of 3 & 4 Will.4. 
c-41- 



- - The ne- 
cessary Ex- 
penses, con- 
sisting of an 
allowance to 
one of the 
Deputies, and 
the cost of 
the Registry House 
and Offices and other 
incidental Disburse- 
ments, considerably 
exceed the Income. 



- - These Offices, 
which are always 
held by the same 
person and are 
practically consi- 
dered as one and 
the same, are regu- 
lated after the ex- 
piry of the present 
intWest by the 
Statutes of the 
50 Geo. 3. c. 118, 
and 53 Geo. 3. 
c. 151- 



Registry of tlie Admiralty and Appeals,! 
• 5 January 1834. J 



H. B, Sviabey, 

One of the Deputy Registrars. 



The Honourable 
Hugh Lindsay. 



33.— MARSHAL AND SERJEANT-AT-MACE. 
Marshal and Ser- I During - - i4 March 
jeanl-at-Mace. Pleasure. 1815, and 
again in con- 
I sequence of 

His Majesty's Accession on the 14th Ja- 
nuary 1831, by Letters Patent under the 
Great Seal of the Court of Admiralty. 

Marshal’s Office, Doctor’s Commons,! 

6 January 1834. / 



The Gross j - - " 

Emoluments I 
of my Office for the Year 
ending 5th January 1834 
are £.1,120, subject to 
the remuneration to’ be 
given to my Deputy. 



- - The Marshal is 
not aware that any 
alteration has been 
determined on. 



H. Lindsay, 
Marshal of the Admiralty. 



PREROGATIVE COURT. 



33.— REGISTER WRITER. 



The Rev. George 
Moore and Robert 
Moore (survivors 
of Charles Moore, 
Esq. deceased) and 
Charles Maimers 
Sutton (in Rever- 
sion) 



— There are 



Register Writer 
of the Acts of the 
Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury and 
Keeper of the 
MunimentsofHis 
Grace. 



- - Held by 120,229 
virtue of two [ 
LettersPatent,! 
the one granted by the late 
Archbishop Moore, dated 
• 6th December 1799, con- 
firmed by the Dean and 
Chapter the 7th December 
1799, the other by the late 
Archbishop Sutton, dated 
gist June 1828, and con- 
firmed by the Dean and 
Chapter the 23d of June 
1828. 



7 ll2,045 16 8 



- Held du- 
ringtheLives ! 
of tbe said 
George Moore, 

Charles Moore 
(sincedeceased)! 
and Robert ' 

, Moore, and 
tbe life of theii: Survivors, and 
on their decease ^^uring the 
life of Charles M. Sutton, Esq. 
to be exercised by themselves 
or their sufficient Deputy or 
Deputies to be approved of by 
the said Archbishop for the 

Bobert Moore. 



- - The conduct of 
the Office was in- 
vestigated by the 
Commissioners for 
I Inquiry into the 
Ecclesiastical Courts, and 
also by the Commissioners 
of the House of Commons 
for Inquiry into the Admi- 
ralty Courts, whose several 
Reports, with the Evidence 
upon which they were 
founded, have been laid 
before tbe House of Com- 



b4 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
ivliellier for 

Llfv‘, 

Good Belm-vlour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Date of Appniiilmcnt, 
and 

by wliom niude, 
under wliat Auliiorlly. 


Gross 

Emohimeiits 
5 January 1 C 34 . 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. • 


R*j>rencf to 
Prnspcciive 
Altfmiion 
or Rcdiiciion 

i'ffmiivgtlipOfKce 
viuheierniiiwtioB 
of lliecxisiiii., 
hitefuat. * 


Jolm Capes 


34 ,- 

- - Principal Clerk 
of the Seat for the 
filling up, passing 
and dispatching of 
Probates of Wills, 
and granting Letters 
of Administration ; 
in the taking and 
filling up of all Bonds 
and Requisitions, and 
Commissions for the , 
swearing of Execu- 
tors and Adminis- 
trator of I’ersons 
inhabiting within the 
places following, and 
dying there or dse- 
where within the 
province of Caiiter- 
b'.iry, and leaving 
liona JiotabiUa ; viz. 
the counties of Sur- 
rey, Somerset, South- 
ampton, Sussex, De- 
von, Dorset, Corn- 
wall, Isle of W'igbt, 
and the cities of 
Bath and Bristol. 


-^RINCIPA 

- - Held dur- 
ing pleasure. 
The office of 
Principal 
Clerk of this 
Seat has been 
invariably en- 
joyed for life, 
there being 
no instance 
on record to 
the contrary. 


L CLERK OF TH 

- - Held by an In- 
strument or Substi- 
tution under Uie 
hands and seals of 
the Principal Regis- 
trars of the Preroga- 
tive Court of Can- 
terbury, dated the 
1 3th ofJanuary 1808, | 
by virtue of their 
Patent, which Ap- 
pointment is recorded 
in tbeMuiiimentBook 
of the said Court, 
and confirmed by the 
toGeo.4.c.53.8. 8, 
(19th June 1829), 
intituled, “ An Aci, 
to regulate the Du- 
ties, Salaries and 
Emoluments of the 
Officers, Clerks and 
Ministers of certain 
Ecclesiastical Courts 
in England.” 


E SEAT. 

£. 2,431. 16. 8. 
Gross Receipts. 


& 1.047. 0. 9- 

E.v'penditure, 
by payments 
out of the 
opposite sum 
to my De- 
puty Clerk 
and Assist- 
ants for their 
services. 





William Abbot the 
elder and Wil- 
liam Abbot the 
younger, Notarial 
Public. 



35—CLERK or assistants to the deputy registers. 



William Abbot 
the younger was 
appointed on the 
13th day of April 
1832, in the room 
and .stead of John 
Askew, Esq. de- 
ceased. 



- • Hold jointly one 
of the seals in the 
Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury as Prin- 
cipal Clerks or As- 
sistants to the Deputy 
Registers of the said 
Court for the dis- 
patch of business; 
that is to say, in pre- 
paring Commissions 
to swear Executors 
and Administrators; 
in preparing, taking 
and attesting Bonds 
of Indemnity on 
Grant of Administrations;’ in at- 
tentively perusing and inspecting 
Wilis brought in for Probate; 
perusing and settling Special Affi- 
davits connected therewith; pre- 
paring such Probates, and also 
Administrations; and in making 
searches for the purpose of prevent- 
ing two Probates or two Adminis- 
trations of the effects of the same 
deceased being granted ; writing 
the Acts and keeping the cushnlv 
of the said WilU, Bonds and Con{- 
nrissions until they are registered, 
and all matters relative thereto. 



30 January 1834. 



- - Tenure of 
Office is dur- 
ing pleasure, 
as worded in 
the Substitu- 
tion or Ap- 
pointment, 
but has been 
invariably 
held during 
life, as 
peared by the 
Muniment 
Books of ihe 
said Court in 
winch they 
are recorded. 



--Gross Emo- 
luments to 
Will. Abbot 
the elder, 
£.1,605. 19-2 

--Gross Emo- 
lument to 
Will. Abbot 
the younger, 
£.1,605.19.2. 



- - I do not 
apprehend any 
alteration in 
the appoint- 
ments, on the 
termination of 
the e.xisling 
interest. 



- - The appointment 
of William Abbot 
the elder, bears date 
24th December 18 1 0 
was appointed by the 
Reverend George . 

Moore, clerk, Charles! 

Moore, Esq. and tlie ' 

Reverend Robert 
Moore, clerk, the 
Principal Registrars 
ot the Prerogative 
Court of Canterbury, 
by virtue of a Patent 
to them granted by 
the Most Reverend 
Father in God John 
Loi'd Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and was 
confirmed by 10 G.4. 
c* 5 .T S- 8- (19 June 
1829), intituled, 

" An Act to regulatei < 

the Duties, Salaries and Emoluments of the Officers, Clerks ai 
Ministers of certain Ecclesiastical Courts in England.’' 

The appointnnent of William Abbot the younger bears -date 
iSth day of April 1832, was appointed by ibe Rev. George Moore, 
clerk, and the Rev. Robert Moore, clerk, the surviving Principal 
f *^8e aforesaid Patent and under the said Act 

of Parliament. 'Ine duties of the said office are perfoivned by 
him in person ; the said Appointment hath been approved by theJurfge 
of the said Prerogative Court, and confirmed by' the .Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and recorded agreeably to the said Act of Parliament. 



[-■£.719. 0. 3 
paid by the 
said William 
Abbot the 
elder out of 
the said sum 
|of£- 1 , 605 . t 9 . 8, 
in the preced- 
ing Column, 
to bis Deputy 
Clerks and 
•Assistants. 



--£.719. 0,3. 
paid by the I 
said Will. Abbot the younger 
out of the said sum of 
£. 1,605. >9- 2. in the pre- 
ceding Column to his Clerks, 
for assisting- him in perfonn- 
ing the duties of his office. 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 



NAME 

of 1 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 1 

1 TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, ' 
whether toe 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Date of 
Appointment, 
and bj whom 
made, or under 
what Autlioricy. 


Emulumeats 

Year ending 
6 January 1U34. 


EXPENSES 
1 of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
OT Reduction 
aifecting ilie Office 
on the termination of 
the ciistiug Interest. 




1 






1 > 





36.— PRINCIPAL CLERK OF THE SEAT. 



John Moore - 



- - Principal Clerk 
ofthe Seat for fill- 



ing up, 

and dispatching 
of Probates of 
Wills, and grant- 
ing Letters of Ad- 
ministration, and 
the taking and fill- 
ing up of all Bonds, 
and Kcquisitions 
and Commissions, 
for the swearing 
of Executors and 
■ Administrators of 
I persons inhabiting 
within ’the city of 
1 London and the 
places following, and dying there 
or elsewhere within the province 
of Canterbury, and leaving iona 
notabilia ; viz. the parishes of St. 
Mary-le-Strand, St. Margaret, St. 
John, St. Ann, and St. James’s, 
Westminster, St. Giles-in-the- 
Fields, St. George the Martyr, St. 
'James and St. John Clerkenwell, 
St. Luke, St. Leonard Shoreditch, 
St. Mary Whitechapel, St. John 
Wapping, St. Andrew Holfaorn, 
St. George Bloomsbury, St. Dun- 
Stan in the Easf, the Precinct of 
the Savoy, and the Liberty of Nor- 
ton Falgate, in the county of 
Middlesex. 

1 

January *834. 



- - Held dur- 
ing pleasure. 
The office of 
Principal 
Clerk of this 
Seat has been 
invariably 
enjoyed for 
Life, there 
being no in- 
stance on re- 
cord to the 
contrary. 



-- Held by .£ 832.3.2.1 
an instru- Gross Receipts. 
ment or Sub- 
stitution, 
under the 
hands and 
seals of the 
Principal Re- 
gistrars of 
the Preroga- 
tive Court of 
Canterbury, 
dated 9th Fe- 
bruary 1819, 
by virtue of 
their Patent, 
which Ap- 
pointment is 
recorded in 
the Muni- 
ment Books 
of the said 
Court, and 
confirmed by 
the 10th G.4. 
c. ,53. s. 8. 



(19th June 
1829,) inti- 
tuled, “ An 
Act to regu- 
late the Duties, Salaries and 
Emoluments of the Officers, 
Clerks and Ministers of cer- 
tain Ecclesiastical Courts in 
England.” I 



-£43>.13.4. 
expenditure, ! 
fay payments I 
out of the I 
opposite sum | 
to my deputy 
clerk for his 
services. 



John Moore, 



37.-PRINCIPAL CLERK OF THE SEAT. 



George Bridges j - - Principal Clerk 
Moore. | of the Seat for the 

filling up, passing 
and dispatching 
of Probates of 
Wills, and grant- 
ing Letters of Ad- 
ministration in 
the taking and 
filling up of all 
Bonds, and Re- 
quisitions and Com-| 
missions, for the 
swearing of Exe- 
cutors and Admi- 
nistrators of persons inhabiting 
within the places following, and 
dying there or elsewhere within 
the province of Canterbury, and 
leaving bona notabilia; viz. tlie 
counties of Berks, Oxford, Nor- 
thampton, • Leicester, Rutland, 
Derby, Warwick, Stafford, Wor- 
cester, Gloucester, Hereford, Salop 
and Monmouth, the borough of 
Leicester, the cities of Coventry, 
Gloucester and Worcester, and the 
several counties and places in 
North and South Wales. 

January 1834. 



--Held dur- 
ing pleasure. 
The office of 
Principal 
Clerk of this 
Seat has been 
invariably en- 
joyed for Uie, 
there being 
no instance 
on record to 
the contrary. 



[£• 1,579- 4-11.' 

iGross Receipts. 



- Held by 
an Instru- 
ment or Sub- 
stitution under 
the hands and 
seats of the 
Principal Re- 
gistrars of 
the Preroga- 
tive Court of 
Caj^rbury, 
dates 23d 
April 1828, 
by virtue of 
their Patent, 
which Ap- 
pointment is 
recorded in 
the Muniment 
Books of the said Court, and 
confirmed by the 10 G.4. 
<5.53.5. 8. (19th June 1829), 
intituled, “ An Act to regu- 
late the Duties, Salaries and 
Emoluments of the Officers, 
Clerks and Ministers of cer- 
tain Ecclesiastical Courts 
in England.” 



£.708. 13. g. 
Expenditure, 
by payments 
out of the 
opposite sum 
to ray de- 
puty clerk 
and assistant. 



George Bridges Moore, 
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appendix to report from 



Ml 



NAME 1 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tpciure of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Ficasui'e, 
Sec. 1 


Date of 
Appointiiieut, 
und bj whom 
made, or under 1 
what Authorit.v. 1 


: Gross 

Emoln meats 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 1834. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to any 

; prospectWe Alteralion 

1 or Reduction 

affecting the Office 
on the termination of 
the existing Interest. 






1 1 









38^PROTHONOTARY of his MAJESTY’S PALACE COURT. 



Henry Frederick 


- - Prothoiilftafy of 


For Life 


27 April 1792 ] 


£. 5. rl. 

522 15 “ 


£. s. d. 

1 10 2 2 ' 


Campbell. 


His Majesty's Pa- ' 
lace Court 




by Sir Sidney 
Medows, 
Knight, then 
Knight Mar- 
slial of His 
Majesty's 
Household. 







Henr^ Frtd^ Campbell. 



Collector and Trans- 
mitter of State 
Papers. 



39.— COLLECTOR AND TRANSMITTER OF STATE PAPERS. 



• - Understood to ; 
be a Sinecure ; as : 
such, recommend- 
ed in the Secretary 
of State’s Report to 
be retained as a 
mean in the Secre- 
tary of State’s 
bands of rewarding 
services, and con- 
ferred on nieagree- 
ably to such re- 
commendation and 
subsequent to it. 



- - For Life 
per Letters 
Patent and 
Writ of Privy 
Seal, in con- 
formity to a 
previous Or- 
der of Coun- 
cil. 



-“By Writ of 
Privy Seal, 
dated 6th Ja- 
nuary 1796, 
when Lord 
Grenville was 
Secretary of 
State for Fo- 
reign Afi'airs. 



£. ,500 per an- 
num. 



- - Stamp for I 
Receipts, 10s. 
per annum. 



- - To be abolished, 
it is presumed, on 
the termination nf 
the existing inte- 
rest, according to a 
Committee of the 
House of Com- 
mons’ recommen- 
dation (subsequent 
to the Report al- 
ready noticed, and 
subsequent also to 
my .appointment) 
by which it is pro- 
posed for abolition. 



40.- MARQUESS CAMDEN, TELLER OF THE EXCHEQUER. 



Teller 



- - Teller of the 




i8th August 




5,980 2 10 


Exchequer. 




1766. By 


io,o6S 7 9 j 


The nature of 


Fur Life. | 


Letters Pa- 






this office is to re- 




tent granted 






ceive, to keep and 




in reversion,. 






to pay the Public 




under which 






Revenue. 




his Lordship 
cameinto pos- 
session on the 










2ist of May 
1780. 







- - The Office of 
Teller is, upon the 
termination of the 
existing interest in 
the Office, to be re- 
gulated under the 
provisions of ibe 
Act of the 57th 
Geo. 3. c. 84. 



The Marquess Camden, as one of the Four Tellers of the Exchequer, is not subject to the regulations of the statute of the 
23 Geo. 3. Hjs Lordship receives the whole of the fees due to him as Teller, out of which he reserves to himself a similar 
Salary as is paid to the Regulated Tellers, and the sums necessary for the payment of his Clerks, Ta.xes, &c., and. devotes 
the residue to the Public Service. 



Exchequer/ ."I FrandsGore, 

3 1 January 1 834.- J • Deputy Marquess Camden. 



Teller 



41.— EARL BATHURST, TELLER OF THE EXCHEQUER. 



- - Teller of tbe 


For Life 


22d August 


2,700 - - 


- • None paid 


E.xchequer. 




1786. By 




by tbe Teller. 


The nature of 




The King’s 






the Office is to re- 




Letters Pa- 






ceive the Receipts 




tent. 






and pay the. Pub- 










lic Revenues. 











- - The Office of 
Teller is, upon tlie 
termination of the 
present existingin- 
terest therein, to be 
regulated accord- 
ing to the provi- 
sions of the Act 57 
Geo. 3-c. 84. 



Exchequer, 

16 January 1834. J 



. J. mi<k, 

Deputy to Earl Bathurst. 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 



W/VME NATURE Tenure of OfllceJ Dale of Gross EXPENSES 

^ ^ whether for | AppomemenI, Eniolunients 

of "*"> CoodBo'hk.bu.J 'O'"" of 

orr-rtr rnrrrr-r during Pleasure, Year e.idiiifj nvi’ir'V 

OFFICER. TITLE of OrriCE. what Aulliority. 5 January 1834. OFSICE. 



Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
or Rcduciioii 
affecting llie Office 
on the cernunation uf 
the esisting Interest. 



42 .— RIGHT HON. CHARLES YORK.E, TELLER OF THE EXCHEQUER. 

I I I \ t. <1. I £. s, il. I 



1]ie Right Hiinour- 



- - Teller of the 


For Life . - 


- - March i. 


£. s. d. 
« - A Salary 


Exchequer, the 




1810, by Let- 


of 2,700/. per 


nature of whoie 




ters Patent 


annum in lieu 


official duty is to 




under the 


of all Fees 


receive, to keep, 




Great Seal, 


and Emolu- 


and to disburse 




granted by 


ments what- 


the Public Re- 




His Majesty 


ever, settled 


venue. 




King George 


by the Act 






the Third. 


23 Geo. 3. C-. 
82. 



Exchequer, \ 
iiuary i 3, iK^+J 



Teller, but abolition of the 
under the Tellerships of the 
authority of Exchequer as now 



;o. 3. c. I of the existing in- 

■ terest therein, and has autho- 
rized the Lords Commissioners 
ofHis Majesty's Treasury then 
to regulate the duties, esta* 
blishments and other details 
of their Officers. 

C. JV. Mfmninglinm, 

Deputy to the Right Hon. C. Yorke. 



43.— S FENCER PERCEVAL ESQ., TELLER OF THE EXCHEQUER. 

Sponcer Psiceval . I - , One ot the --By Letters --tS">re- e.yoD- - None - I --By the Act 67 
^ Tellersof the Re- Pateutunder bruary 1813, (.see 23 Geo. ■ ?‘*u‘ r 

''tf^tM'Urthere. ^ 

ee,p, enstedy and dishu, semen, of Kingdom, for St’oSe 

His Majesty s Revenues. ■ ; of His Majesty King’ by the Lords Commissioners n( 

I George the Third. the Treasury, and are thence- 

(«cc Note.) forth to be executed in person. 



existing interest, the duties, 
salary and esublishment of 
this Office are to be regulated 
by the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury, and are thence- 
forth to be executed in person. 



No,o.-Mr. Perceval was appointed to this Office by His Royal Highno^ the ^ 



appointment, being made during his minority, were conhnned by 63 t.co. 3 , »■ too- 

D. M. Berceval, 

December 6, 1833. Spencer Perceval, Esq. 



44.— CLERK OF THE PRIVY SEAL. 



John II. Carles 



For Life 


- - By Letters 


423 3 ll 




Patent, dated 






April 4 >t 794 - 





90 7' 3 i 1 - - 

uot including that the Lords 
payment t« Commissionere of 
the Deputy. His Majesty’s Trea- 
I sury will abolish 
the Office on the termination 
of the existing interest. 

Ralj}h Eden. 



it Brook Taylor - | Clerk of the Signet 



45.-CLERK OF THE SIGNET. 



- - Grant 


-- 'i'be Patent 


from the 


for Life, dated 


Crown, by 


January i8oi. 


Patent, for 




Life, under 




the Great 




Seal. 





>17-1 65 - 8 I - .It is enacted by 

|- 57 Geo. 3 - c- ? 3 . 
that upon the termination of the then existing 
interests, the duties of the Clerks of the Siguet 
shaU be executed in person, and that each 
Clerk shall receive a fixed Salary out of the 
Fees received by him, and pay over the surplus 
to the Consolidated bund. 

By the ad of His present Majesty, c. 49 - it 



I 1 Ijy [ue -.4U ui XA.o J J, 

rs enacted, that from and after shaSTe ‘S L the 

Offices of Clerks of the J thereby authorised to abolish any sucli 

Lords Commissioner's of the Irejury, an y j bo esecured by the remaining 

Offioe or V^d £ lent rf oWisbed, shall W -etaJ-S 

o?e£Sl slie) bo paid to the Coi.sofidaled .'■„od. 
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APPENDIX TO REPOKT FROM 



NATURE Tenure ofOflice, Date of GroBs 

""^"L'f” Appointment, Emoluments 

Goorf^b^iour, <^»dbv«bom for the 
TTTT p nFPTfP ‘Jwiiig Pleasure, 'nade.or under Year ending 
TITLE of OFFICL. what Authority. 5 January 1834. 



Reference to any 
prospectiye Alteration 
or Reduction 
affecting the Offico 
on the termination of 
the existing Interest. 



W. H. E. Bentinck - -- Clerk of the --GrantJrom --’itiei’atent 301 7 - I 55 - 8 - - It is tmo/.* j l 

Signet. the Crown by for Life, dated the 

latent for August 1801. 63, 

Life under the termination of the 

Great Seal. j then existing In- 

of the Clerks of the Signet shall be executed in person, and that each Clerk shall receive a fixed Salary^out ofth* 
Fees received by him, and pay over the surplus to the Consolidated Fund. ^ 

By the 2d of His present Majesty, c. 49. it is enacted, that from and after the passing of the Act from timp 
to time, as any of the Offices of Clerks of the Signet respectively shall become vacant, it shall be lawful for th 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury (and they are thereby authorized) to abolish any such Office or Offices and i 
direct that the duties thereof shall be executed by the remaining Clerks ; and that ^the Fees and Emoluments of 
the Offices so abolished shall (after defraying the expenses of executing the same) be paid to the Consolidated Fund 
In consequence of the last-mentioned Act, one of the four Clerkships of the Signet has alreldy been abolished* 

47.-CLERK OF THE SIGNET. 



46.— CLERK OF THE SIGNET. 

£. s. 

--Grantfrom --ThePatent 301 7 
the Crown by for Life,dated 
Patent for August 1801. 

Life under the 
Great Seal. 



re - - - - Clerk of the -Grantfrom --ThePatent 301 7 - 55-8 -- It is enacted by 

Signet. the Crown by for Life, dated the 57 Geo 3 c 

Patent for August 1803. 63, that upon the 

Life underthe termination of the 

Great Seal. then existing In- 

of the Clerks of the Signet shall be executed in person, and that each Clerk shall receive a fixed Salary out of the 
Fees received by him, and pay over the surplus to the Consolidated Fund. 

By the 2d of His present Majesty, c. 49, it is enficted, thatfrom and after the passing of the Act, from time 
to time, as any of the Offices of Clerks of the Signet respectively shall become vacant, it shall be lawful for the 
Lords Commissoners of the Treasury (and they are thereby authorized) to abolish any such Office or Offices, and 
to dirwt that the duties thereof shall be e.xecuted by the remaining Clerks ; and that the Fees aud Emoluments of 
the Offices so abolished shall (after defraying the expenses of e.xecuting the same) be paid to the Consolidated Fund. 
Jn consequence of the last-mentioned Act, one of the four Clerkships of the Signet has already been abolished. 



Christopher Flood 



48.— MASTER IN CHANCERY, ALIENATION OFFICE. 
- - Master in | - During I - -1 March I u8 H 8 j 43 3 



JQ Bee. 1833 . 



- - Master in 
Chancery, to re- 
ceive and file all 
Affidavitsbrought 
to the Alienation 
Office for the pur- 
pose of assessing 
the King’s Fines 
on Writs of Cove- 
nant and Entry, 
to swear such per- 
sons as . may be 
e.xaniined vivd 
voce by the Com- 
missioners, and to 
sign a Certificate 
of the assessment 
on each Writ. 



- - During --i March u8 H 8 j 43 3 4 

His Majesty’s i793,byCon- The Master in Chancery 
pleasure. stiiution un- is paid at the end of every 
der the hands Term, and this account is for 
and seals of one year ended Michaelmas 
the Lords Term last, being the last 
Commission- day of payment, 
ers of His 1 

Majesty's 
Treasury. 



' - By the Act of 
3 & Will. 4. 
c. 74, for the Abo- 
lition of Fines and 
Recoveries, the Of- 
fice, it is presumed, 
will be at an end 
on the 30 Dec. 
inst. 



Rich** Betenson Dean • - Engrossing - - Duri' 

Clerk or Clerk of thepleasuri 
IndorsementB. HisMajest 

Fie has to make 

the proper Indorsements on all Writs of Co- 
venant and W rits of Entry paid at tlie A iieii- 
ation Office, to keep an account of every 
Writ so paid with the Prefine received 
thereon, to prepare the Commissioners A n- 
nual Declaration of the total Profits, and to 
transmit the same to the Auditor of the 
- Departmentfore-xaminalion. 

Alienation Office, Temple, 7 January 1834 



I 1 , ' . I 1 

C/i’" Flood, Master in Chancery to the Alienation Office. 

40.— ENGROSSING CLERK. 

I “ ■ During I - - ig July 1 80 17 8 ! 42 11 4 1 By the operationof 

thepleasureof i793>byCon- per annum, the Act of tbe 

His Majesty, stitution un- viz. Land 3 & 4Will.4-c.74, 



- - 19 July 


80 17 8 


42 11 4 


>793jhyCon- 




per annum, 


stitutiou un- 




viz. Land 


derthe hands 




Tax and 


and seals of 
three of the 
Lords of His 
Majesty’s 
Treasury. 




Office Duty, 
1211 4 

Deputy, 

30 - - 



coveries, &c. the 
Dudes and Emo- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITI’EE ON SINECURE OFFICES. [ij 



N .A. M E 
of 

officer. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
•whetherfor 
■' Life, 

Good BeluiTiour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Date of 
.Appointment, 
and by whom 
mode, or under 
what Authoriij. 


Gross 

Eoiolumenu 
for tbe 
Year ^ding 
5 January 1834 . 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to any 
prospective Alieraiiun 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on the termination of 
the existing Interest. 


Joilu Tekell - 


5 ( 

Comptroller 


COMPTI 
For Life 


lOLLER 01 

'■■By Patent, 
dated 18 April 
i8oj. 


f THE MIN' 

£, f. d. 
298 10 6 

puty. 
on the 
Deputj 
57 Get 


r. 

1 Nil. 

The Salary to B 
expiration of hi 
' becomes the 
)• 3 * 


- - The Duties of 
this Office are per- 
formed by tbe De- 
rlr.Tekellis to cease 
s interest, when the 
Principal, by Act 



Miot Office, 

3d December 1833. 



51.— INSPECTOR GENERAL OF COFFEE AND TEA. 



Edward Finch Hatton 



- - Inspector Ge- 




- 1 - - 8 October 


50Q - - 


207 JO - 


neralof Coffee and 




i 8 o 8 ,by'rrea- 






Tea. 




1 Bury Letter. 







I give security for the due execution of the office. 

Edw. Finch Hatton. 



52.— RECEIVER GENERAL OF STAMPS. 



H, Jenkinson 



I -- Receiver General' 
of the Stamps. 



During Plea- j 


- - By Patent, | 


800 - - 1 


Nil. 


sure. I 


: under Writ of 








1 Privy Seat, | 
1 Jan.31, 1818. 







The Receiver General of Stamps is required to give security, hnnselt m me sum 01 t- 4 >ooo, ana uis ouitiy w 
He s»me amount both jointly and eeparately. He is wholly and personally responsible for the dne receipt, custody 
and Msterto He Bank and payment into the Exchequer of all Monies paid into the Stamp Office on account of 
the Stamp Revenue, amounting in the course of the year to above six imltion -sterling. The Receiver Gfiistal of 
StamS U al» answerable, jointly with otherOffieers of the Establishment, for the safe cusWdy of theseveralDies, &c. 
used Ul making the Stamps? His duties also comprise a general superintendence of the Office over which he prc”d^i 
the dXe teSlation Ini management of which he is responsible, for the appointment ot his several Clerks, 
L they am Songhly trirslwortly and proper persons, upon whose pnneloahty and 

Disced The Receiver General is also answerable for the regular payment, quarterly and ftlTqnarteily, of nil 
Salaries and Allowances to the several Officers and others belongirig to and employed under the Stamp Office, 

tVio ArHor nf the Commissioners of otampa. 



I, H. .Jenkinson 



63.— REGISTER TO THE EXCISE COMMISSIONERS. 

.'Register 10 the - - - -September 400 5 -I 

Commissioners of 9, 1822, un- 

ExcUe. 

of the Lords 
of the Trea- 

I I 

The Register, bipofExoiseisnotaSinecnrei^^ 

and anxious responsibility, and Informations to be heard in tbeSumniyy 

amount. The Register is answerable fur the F°P® S , the Crown and the defendants, and for the recording 

Court, and of the evidence taken tbercupom ® rLviction he is responsible for tbe making out and issuing .of 
of all Judgments on the severalCases ^ The Register also makes entry of all Complaints tube 

all Warrants, and for tbe due execution and , .WeanSi He is responsible fnr the preparing the 

heard in the Summary Court, .md of the and due delivery to the parties 

Warrants for the repayment or allowance f Names of the Parties convicted, 

complaining. He also keeps a Register of all Hnes adju g , ^ Penalties incurred 5 of the Sums received, 

the Offence, .Names of the Witnesses for the Crown and ^ quarterly Accounts of all 

■when and of whom, when brought to account. nroDortions in which they are to be distributed. He 

Fines, oi the Duties to which they the Informant's share of the Penakies or Forfeitures 

acquaints the Receiver General to whoin nartfculars of all Goods condemned by the Commissioners, makes- 

is to be paid ; he keeps in proper returned him from the General Accomptanfs Office, 

up specific Amounts thereof when the accouo ^ , jjjg Accomptant Lists of such Goods as may have been 

After the hearing of all cases, be makes out a liberatioli of persons in prison under the Warrants 

adjudged to be restored ; he makes out all arr , Reeistvv bound in distinct volumes, of all Informations 
sijned\ythe Commissioner.; to time had thereon,. _and to wh ch 

reduced. 

C 3 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT 17ROM 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. j 


NATURE 
TIIXE of OFFICE. 


Tonnic of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Dale of 
Appuinlment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Aiidiority. 


Gross 

Emoluments 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 1834. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to any 

prospective Alteration 

or Reduction 
aff«tmg the OfTra 
on the tcrnitnaiioa of 
the eusiing Interea, 




1 1 




1 


— 



54.— SURVEYOR AND AUDITOR-GENERAL OF THE PLANTATIONS IN AMERICA. 



The late Thomas 
Bradshaw, Esquire. 



- - Surveyor and 
Auditor-Geneial 
of the Plantations 
in America. 



--Granted in 
Reversion to 
the late Tho- 
mas Brad- 



shaw, Eaq., 
after the death 
uf the late 
Rev. Robert 
Cholmondeley 
(who died in 
the year 1804) 
for the life of the said 
Thomas Bradshaw and of his 
son, Robert Haldane Brad- 
shaw, Esq., who is still living. 



- - By Patent, 
dated the 
2yth January 
1770. 



- - 250 Sa- 

lary, aiid£.20 
for examing 
the Account 
of the Hus- 
band of the 
£. 4 J pei- 
Cent. Duties. 



- - 10 per 
cent, to the 
Deputy- Au- 
ditor. 



22 January 1834. 



E. MiUer, De])uty Auditor. 



55.— GRAND FALCONER OF ENGLAND 



Duke of St. Albans 









£. d. 


£. ff. d. 


- - Master Sur- 


- - Grant by 


- - Under Let- 


965 - - 


465 - _ 


veyor and Keeper 


James 2. of 


ters Patent, 


of the Hawks of 


the Office or 


dated 5th of 






His Majesty. 


Offices, Place 


July, 1st of 








or Places of 
Master Sur- 


James 2. 








veyor and 
Keeper of the 
Hawks of His 










Majesty to 
Charles Duke 
of St. Alban.s, 
and the heirs 
male of his 
body for ever. 









- - See Third Co- 
lumn. Since my 
accession to the 
Title, I have ex- 
pended more -re- 
specdng the Office 
of Grand Falconer 
than I have re- 
ceived. 



, 25 January 1834. 



St. Albums. 



66.— CLERK OF THE PARLIAMENTS. 



Clerk of the Parlia- 
ments. 



' - No duties are 


For Life - - 


--Letters Pa- 


■ - I’lie Emo- 




executed by the 




tent of His 


luments for 




Clerk of the Par- 




late Majesty 


the year end- 




liaments in person, 




KingGeorge 3. 


ing 5th Janu- 




The present ar- 




dated October 


ary 1834 are 




rangement was 




24th 17955 


not ascertain- 




contirmed by Act 




but the pre- 


ed : those for 




of Parliament in 




sent holder of 


the year end- 




the year 1824. 




the Office took 


ing January 








the oaths of 


5th, 1833, 








Office on the 


amounted to 








2d of blarch 


£.7,243.4-ili 








1818. 

■ 







- The Act of Par- 
liament, 5 Geo. 4, 
c. 82, provides, that 
upon the expira- 
tion of the Letters 
Patent granted to 
Sir George Henry 
Rose, the person 
then executing the 
office of Clerk As- 
sistant shall become 
Clerk of Parlia- 
ments, and shall 
execute the duties 
of the Clerk’s offico 
in person. 



G. H. llasct Clerk of the Parliaments. 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 



SCOTLAND. 



I Tenure ofOffice, Date of Gross 

whether for Appointment, Emoluments 

r- 1 » • Olid by whom for the 

Good Behaviour, .. 

during Pleasure, ““de, or under Year ending 



lleference to any 
prospectiTO Alterniion 
or Reduction 



what Authority. 1 5 January 18S4. 



I the existing interest. 



Tlie Duke of Argyll. KeeperoftheGreiit During Pleu- 
I Seal of Scotland. sure. 



The Keeper has 
also charge of a Cachet Seal. 

The Duty of the Keeper or bis 
Deputy is to seal all Charters of 
Crown Lands and other Royal Char- 
ters, Patents for Inventions, Comrois- 
sioDS to certain High Offices under the Crown, 
Pardons and Remissions of Sentences for Crimea. 

It is also the duty of the Keeper or of his Deputy 
toaffi.’t the Cachet Seal to the Warrants forCbarters 
of Lands, Presentations to Notaries, Gifts of Bas- 
tardy, Tutories Dative and Ultimiis Hseres. 



67 .—KEEPER OF THE GREAT SEAL. 

£. s. A. 

eat During Plea- Commission 1,024 ^ 5 

. sure. granted by 1 

aas His Majesty, 1 

dated agih fixed b 

bis November Warrant 

of and sealed Septembe 

jir- 16th Decern- declared 

5is- ber 1830. for the 1 



s. A, £• s. A. 

1 5 600 - - 

the Salary of 
the Deputy 
fixed by Treasury 
Warrant of date 17th 
September 1827, and 
declared to be in full 
for the Deputy’s ser- 
vices and those of a 
Clerk or Substitute, 
and of all Expenses. 



58 .— KEEPER OF HIS MAJESTY’S PRIVY SEAL. 



Robert Viscount 
Melville. 



- - Keeper of Hisl 
Majesty’s Privy 1 


For Life - | 


- - Commis- 1 
sion from His 


2,781 - - 1 


no 10 - 


Seal for Scotland . 




Majesty King ' 
George the 
Third, dated 












istDec.i8i4. 







. - Regulated by 
the Act 67 Geo. 3. 
c. 64, s. 11. 



Edinburgh, 15 January 1834- 



-WRITER TO THE PRIVY SEAL. 



Writer to the Privy I - - For expeding I 
Seal, Scotland. Writs by the King 
of a personal na- 1 
1 ture, passing the 
Privy Seal by the Law of Scotland, 
such as Presentations of Ministers to 
Churches, Commissions,- Letters of 
Legitimation, Tacks of Toinds, Gifts 
of Bastardy, Pensions, &c. &c. 

Although the Office be at present 
executed by Deputy, yet it is not con- 
sidered a sinecure. No salary or 
allowance is received from the Go- 
vernmeat, but the emuluTnents are 
derived from Fees of Precepts and for 
preparing the Writs, which are paid 
by those requiring them ; and there is 
a considerable responsibility for the 
accuracy of the Writs that are expede. 



For Life - 1 - - By Com- | 
1 miasion from j 
the Crown, | 
under the Great Seal of' 
Scotland, dated the lelh 
day of May 1795* 

By Act of Parliament of 
49 Geo. 3. c. 42, s. 13 
& 1 4, the passing of Latin 
Signet Precepts through 
the Privy Seal was abo- 
lished, but the Fees there- 
on payable were appointed 
I to be paid during the 

1 Writer’s life. 



- - As the I -• - Upon an 
Emoluments average, £.15 
arise from per annum. 
Fees paid for 
Writs actu- 
ally presented 
or expede.tlie 
amountcannot 
be stated until 
5th Jan. 1834 
arrives. The 
gross amount 
for the Year 
ending ist 
March 1833 



- - The Office ter- 
minates as to the 
Fees payable for 
Latin Signet Pre- 
cepts with the life 
of the present 
Writer, in terms 
of the Act 49th 
Geo. 3- c* 42. 
s. 13 & 14- 



I was 

£.174.55.0^. 



Edinburgh, 6 Dec. 1833. 



■ T. S. Olifltant, 

Writer to the Privy Seal. 



60 .— KEEPER OF THE SIGNET. 



TbeRiglitHonourable 
William Dundas. 



- - To appending 
His Majesty’s Sig- 
net or Seal to 
Diligences and 
other Writs pass- 
ing the Signet. 
Principal and 
Keeper of the said 
Signet. 



For Life-- -Granlfrom 0,360 4 9 reg„Ta»d°*(™»a 

the Crown, i,oa6 lO S £.,,ooo. paid tg” termination of 
bearioB date - “ to Viscount tg^ listing inter- 

igth August i.fS f * Melville, as ^ 

'®‘*' toKreuer^ 57'GeZ^ 

56 - • 



.^n. 14, 1834. 
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■Mi’rrrnp Tenure of Office, Date of Gross 

wtatefo, Appoi,„.™„,, E„„, 

GooilEiti.irar, l>J "b™ for tl,o 

TTTTTT ^fnfiTTPV during PlcMute, made, Of under Year ending 
TITLE of OFFICE. >ebatAuihority. 5 January- 18S4. 



61.— KEEPER OF THE REGISTER OF SASINES, &c. 

£. s. d. £. s, 4, 

TlieRightHonourable -- Keeper of the Held for Life. - - Royal 5,517 15 - 2,949 17 10 

William Dundas. General Register This is no Commission 2,949 17 - including al- 

ofSasines, &c. for Sinecure, the under the . . . ■ lowances mad< 

Scotland, kept at Keeper is Great Seal 2,567 18 - to Deputy and 

Edinburgh; and liable iudefi- of Scotland, „ . Substitute 



2,9491710 -- This OISp, i, 
including al. regulated up,„ ,i 
lotranoes made lermimtion „t th 
to Deputy and existing iatereat nf 
Substitute present Piinri. 



the Particular nitely for dated 35th Keepers and Lt 

gistur of Sa- any clerical Jan. 1806. *'J''“K«pnr. l P «1 Keeper, b, Aol 

sines, &d. for the Sheriff- errors in cn- Clerks em- 

doms^ Of Edinburgh, pyiiig by his Clerks. A ployed in ingrossing s, 



Haddington, Linlithgow few years ago he had, 
and Bathgate, also kept in one year, to pay 400/. 
at Edinburgh. for one error, and jeoi. 

I for another. 



14 January 1834. 



ployed in ingrossing a. n. 
Instruments into the 
Record, Fees to Go- 
vernment Fund for 
Rdcord Bonks, with con- 
tingent expenses, &c. 

\ 

fV. Dtindas. 



62 .— DIRECTOR OF CHANCERY. 

TheRightHonourable - - Director of For Life - - - Commia- 1,989 4 5,^ ng 

James Earl of Chaaceryin Scot- Sion under which in- 

Russlyn. land. The princU the Union dudes a salary 

pal duties of the , Seal, dated ofesLonthe 

Office consist in making up for Exchequer the i7Jaii.i78o, Civil Esta- 

dues charged against the Sheriffs for Entries of granted by blishment of 

the heirs of Vassals of the Crown, signing and King Geo. 3, Scotland, 

issuing Brieves of Inquest, Extracte of Retours to take effect 

of Services, Precepts of Infeftment and Charters on the death orresigna- 

to the Vassals of the Crown, Patents, Commis- tionofDavid Scott, Esq. 
aions and all other Writs passing the Great Seal. of Seotstarvit, now de- 
The Director is, by his Commission, Keeper of ceased, who then held 

the Quarter Seal. He has the absolute patron- the office, 

age and uncontrolled disposal of the Office of 
Clerk of Chancery, and for that Officer he is 
by his Coiiiiiiission responsible. 

I I 



to take effect j 
on the death or resigna- 
tion of David Scott, Esq. 
of Seotstarvit, now de- 
ceased, who then held 
the office. 



63 , -.Writers and clerks in chancery. 

..7--3H|70u 5 

fi, 4 ^ ^ James Earl Office. 

Clerk to the Signet, nature of the of Rosslyn i 

TV . of his Office of 

Depute, all Writs issuing Director of Chancery. 

irom ChanoAru- i ' 1 



from Chancery. 



Loughborovgk. 



MajorGeneral George --The Office was For Life 

Murray, Principal made for the pur- 
Auditor of Exche- pose of inquiring 
quer in Scotland. into all ClaimI 
from or upon the 
Exchequer in 
Scotland. Vide 
Stat. 2 Anne,s. 6 . 
arid called The 
Principal Auditor. 



64 — PRINCIPAL AUDITOR OF EXCHEQUER. 



--Reversion 1,200 - - --Deductions - - The Office is 
grunted in subject to the reducing it to limited to the pre- 
i? 94 > by deductions in 1,100 f. sent holder. 

King George the next co- Deputy ap- 



ihe Third, lumn. 
under the { 

Great Seal of Scot- 
land. 

Present Auditor 
succeeded to Mr. 
Oswald in 1814. 



.pointed under 
the authority 
of the Lords 
of the Trea- 
sury, 50/. 



December 1833. 



George Munay, 

Auditor of the Exchequer in Scotland. 
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NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 

and 

TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
.0. 


Date oi 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


1 

Ores* 

Emoluments 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 1834. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 1 


Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on the teriniiiaEiun of 
the existing Interest, 


1 













' 1 1 I I I 

65— PRESENTER OF SIGNATURES, COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 



Sir James Montgo- 
0iery, of Stanhope, 
Baronet. 



- - Presenter of 
Signatures in the 
Court of Exche- 
quer in Scotland. 
The nature and 
duties of the Of- 
fice are minutely 
detailed in the 
Sixth Report of 
the Commission 
of Inquiry, dated 
s6 .April i8ig,to 
which reference is 
respectfully made. 



- - The Office 
is held for 
Life, and the 
Commission 
contains a 
power to ap- 
pointadeputy 
or deputies, 
for whom the 
Presen ter shall 
be responsible. 



■ - By virtue 
of a Commis- 
sion from hia 
late Majesty 
King Geo. 3. 
under the 
Privy Seal of 
Scotland, 
dated 1st June 
1797- 



£• 5. d. 

Sa-1 

- - 

Fees 335 15 10 
Iota) 335 15 10 



Subject to the 
usual deduc- 
tion of7j per 
centupon the 
salary. 



- - This Office is 
one of those which 
will fall to be regu- 
lated under thestat. 
67 Geo. 3. c. 64. 
on the termination 
of the existing 
interest. 



Edinburgh, "I 
26 February 1834./ 



Ja‘ Montgomery. 



66.— CHAMBERLAIN OF ETTRICK FOREST. 



Lord Dunglas 


- • Chamberlain of 
Ettrick Forest. To 
collect the Rents 


- - By War- 
rantundertbe 
Sign Manual 


27 July 1827. 

Under the 
authority of 


£. s. d. 
300 - - 


King’s ■ 
Duty 
Exebe- ' 


£. s. d. 
22 10 - 




due to His Majesty. 


ofHisMajesty 
George 4. 
and a Com- 
mission under 
the Great Seal 
granting the 
Office for Life. 


the Rt. Hon. 
George Can- 
ning, then 
First Lord of 
the Treasury 
and Cliancel- 
lor of the E.X- 
chequer. 




quer 

Fee,&c. 

£ 


. 6 11 10 
09 1 10 



67.— PRINCIPAL USHER AND DOOR-KEEPER OF EXCHEQUER. 



Sir James Gibson 
Craig, of Riccarton, 
Baronet. 



Edinburgh, 1 
2 ‘2 February 1834.J 









£. e. d. 1 


- • Principal Usher 


- - Patent Of- 


- - Held under 


23 18 2 5 per cent, of 


and Door-keeper 


fice, by grant 


grant from 


1 gross receipts. 


of Exchequer in 


from the 


the Crown for 


On these points Sir James 


Scotland. 


Crown to Sir 


nearly 300 


begs to refer to various Papers 




James Gibson 


years. The 


accompanying this. 




Craig, his 


chas ter to Sir 






heirs and as- 


J. G. Craig 






signees. 


is dated 2d 








June 1807. 





J. G. Craig. 



68.— LORD JUSTICE GENERAL OF JUSTICIARY. 



James Duke of Mon- 
trose, &c. 



- - Lord Justice 


For Life - 


4th January 


£.2,00. 


General of Scot- 




1795. 


sterling. 


land, Principal 




Commissioti 




Officer of the Court 




from the 




of JusUciary in 




Crown. 




Scotland. 









£.163- !• 
sterling. 



London, 

9 December 1833.J 



- - By Act of Par- 
liament 2 Geo. 4. 
and 1 Will.4.c. 6g. 
. s. 18., itis enacted, 
“ That from and after the ter- 
mination of the present exist- 
ing interest in this Office, it 
shall devolve upon and remain 
united with the Office of Lord 
President of the Court of Ses- 
sion, who should perform the 
duties thereof as Presiding 
Judge in the Court of Justi- 
ciary.” 

Montrose. 
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OFFICER. 



Patrick Bo^-le 



nature.. 

TITLE of OFFICE. 



Tenure of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Beliftviuur, 
during Pleasure, 
&C. 



Date of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
wliat Aotliority. 



Emolumeoti 
for the 
Year ending 
6 January 1834, 



69 .— PRINCIPAL CLERK OF JUSTICIARY. 



- - The nature of For Life 
the Oifice seems | 
sufficiently ex- 
plained by its title, which, in com- 
mon parlance, is that of Principal 
Clerk of the High Court of J usti- 
ciary, though in the Commission of 
Appointment it is that of “ Clerk 
Depute in the Office of Clerkship 
of Justiciary within that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland.” The 
Justice Clerk, now the Second Judge 
of the Court, originally stood m 
the situation of the Officer to whom 
this Return refers ; but that functi- 
onary having been permanently 
raised to the Bench as early as 1 66i, 
the Depute Clerk came to be in his 
place, and hence that narne has 
been continued in the wording of 
the Commission as above stated. 

The power of appointing the De- 
pute and three Circuit Clerks is, 
in terms of his Commission, vested 
in the existing holder of the Office 
of Principal Clerk, though it has 
been occasionally the pracdce to re- 
serve this power to the Lord Justice 
Clerk himself. These Offices, it has 
also been for a considerable number 
of years in the power of the Prin- 
cipal Clerk, or the Lord Justice 
Clerk, as the case might be, to sell 
and dispose of, for prices which have 
been fixed and regulated, by Acts of 
Adjournal (or Orders) of the Court 
of Justiciary, of dates ^7 Jure i 795 s 
and 26 June 1802, by which it is 
declared, that the sum to be de- 
manded for the Office of Depute 
Clerk, shall not exceed the sum of 
730/. or 6ooZ., if for the life of the 
granter only ; and that for the Office 
of Circuit Clerk, 370^. or 300^., if 
for the life of the granter only. 

I 

Edinburgh, 19 Feb. 1834. 



- - The pre- I 
sent bolderof 
, the Office was 
originally appointed 
by the Right Hon. the 
Lord Justice Clerk, in 
conjunction with John 
Boyle, Esq., their 
Commission, grant- 
ing the office to them 
during their joint 
lives, and to the sur- 
vivor during his life, 
bearing' date 23 Aug. 
1816. On their re- 
signation a new Com- 
mission was granted 
by the Lord Justice 
Clerk in favour of the 
present Officer alone, 
dated 27 & 29 March 
1833. The right of 
the Lord Justice Clerk 
to appoint to this 
Office, is probably co- 
eval with his own, 
and is • a remnant 
and evidence of his 
original situation, as 
referred to in the se- 
cond Column, and has 
been uninterruptedly 
exercised by him ever 
since the elevation of 
the Justice Clerk to 
the dignity of Judge, 
as' therein stated. 



£. 

Salary. 

183 16 
after deducting! 
OfficeTa.’Cjdic. 

Fees, 

265 19 6 

under de- 
duction of 
24 10 8 
in next 
Column ; 
Leaving, 
241 8 to 
including cer- 
tain unsettled 
Fees. 



d. 



£. 

24 10 8 
as nearly as 
can be stated. 



Kefertnce.toany 
prospective Alteration 
or Rednction 
affecting the Office 
m the termination of 
the ewsting Interest. 



70.—GENERAL OF THE MINT. 



Honourable George 
Elliot. 



G ener al of the Mint 


During 


- - 13th De- 


£. 300 per 1 None 


of Scotland. 


Pleasure. 


cember 1806; 
renewed 19th 
November 


Annum. I 






N. B.-There was a small 
sum for stables let, but it 






1830. 


has not been received of 
late years. 

^ />. 



- - The Commis- 
sioners on the 
Courts of Justice 
in Scotland, in 
1 their 5th Report, 

I (ordered by the 
House of Commons to 
be printed, 25th January 
1819,) among various 
other proposals relative 
to the Office, recom- 
mended (p. 29,) that, on 
future nominations of the 
Principal Clerk, his per- 
sonal discharge of the 
duties should be made 
a condition of his holding 
the Office, and that the 
Establishment should 
then consist ’of (p. 29), 
one such Officer only, 
uud an Assistant or Ex- 
tractor, instead of a Prin- 
cipal, Depute Clerk and 
Assistant, as at present 
They had previously like- 
wise recommended (p.35) 
that the appointment of 
this Officer, as well as , 
of the Circuit Clerks, 
should be placed in the 
patronage of the Crown, 
instead of remaining with 
the Lord Justice Clerk, 
his Lordship receiving 
compensation for the loss 
of the patronage, in 
consequence of his right 
to receive a price for 
the appointment to these 
Offices. 



Patrick Boyle. 



To cease widi ex- 
isting Interest. 



Geo. Elliots 



Henry Scott Alves 



71.— MASTER AND WORKER OF THE MINT. 



- • Master & Wor- I 


During 


- - Original 1 




- None - 


ker of the Mint in 


Pleasure. 


Appointment 






Scotland. 




: 26 May 1805} 
continued! 830, 










by His Ma- 
jesty’s Letters 










1 Patent. 







. - To be abolished 

on termination of 
existing interest 
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72.— PRINCIPAL CLERKS OF THE BILLS (COURT OF SESSION.) 

Sir, Edinburgh, 5th February 1834. 

We bave received your letter of the 19th November last, requesting us to prepare and transmit a Return, so far 
ja relates to the Office held by us, in consequence of an address of The House of Commons to His Majesty for 
“ A Return explaining the Nature, Tenure and Emoluments of all Sinecure Offices vrithin the United Kingdom.” 
And in answer, we beg leave to say that in January 1832, an Order of The House of Commons was transmitted to 
us, requiring a Return of our Office as a Sinecure Office ; although we did not consider that the Office of Principal 
Clerk of the Bills caihe under the description of “ a Sinecure Office,” yet an express order having come to us we felt 
ourselves bound to obey that order, and to make the required Return. 

In that Return, we explained the nature of our Office, aud the reasons why it could not be considered as a 
Sinecure Office, and as nothing has occurred subsequently to alter the character of our Office, we beg leave to 
enclose herewith along with the Schedule, a Copy of that Return. 

We are, &c. 

Ja’’ Hope, Senior Principal Clerk. 

Joints Skene, Junior Principal Clerk. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 



NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 



Tenure of.Oflice, 
wbetlierfor 

I Life, 

I Good Beliaviour, 
I during Pleasure, 
&c. 



Date of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Aulbority. 



Gross 

Eraolumenbi 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 1834. 



EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 



Reference to any 
prospectWe Alteration 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on the leriiiinarion of 
the existing Interest. 



Senior Principal Clerk, I 
James Hope, Esq. 
Junior Principal Clerk, 
James Skene, Esq. 



--The Title of the 
Office is “ Princi- 
pal Clerk of the 
Bills.” 

The Office is 
declared by the 
Statute above quoted to be 
one requiring a personal dis- 
charge of its duties. The per- 
sonal attendance is by the 
same Act superseded until 
the death or resignation of 
the then existing Depute 
Clerk’s nomination, but a 
very heavy responsibility still 
remmns with the Principal 
Clerks. 



£. s. d. 

Ad vitam aut l--SeniorPrin- --Senior Prin- 42 - 8^ - • The Office of 

culpam. I cipal Clerk, cipal Clerk, Principal Clerk of 

2gMarchi8j3. £.672.17.5. I the Bills is not 

Junior Prin- Junior Prin- properly speaking a Sine- 
cipal Clerk, cipal Clerk, cure Office 1. Because there 

7 June 1817. £.574.5.8^. is a very heavy responsibility 
The Office Exclusive of attached to that Office in re- 
ef Principal Clerk of the Expenses of ceiving and rejecting cau- 

Bills is held by Commis- Office. lioners, and for the general 

sion from His Majesty. management of the business 

I of the Office; 2. Because by 

I tbeAct5oGeo.3.c.ii2.8.45. 

passed QOth June 1810, it is enacted, “ That the Principal as well as the 
Depute Clerks shall personally discharge the Duties of iheir respective 
Offices ; the Principal Clerks shall personally attend either Division of 
the Court of Session when Bill Chamber cases shall be under consideration 
there, in the same manner that the Principal Clerks of Session attend in 
Inner House causes, the Principal Clerks of the Bills shall also further 
exercise a due superintendence over the different branchy of the duly 
remired for the performunce of the business of the Bill Chamber." The operation of this Act is however in a certain 
degree suspended during the lives of the then Depute Clerks, of whom one only sur™ who has hoen upwards of 
forty years in office. By the i St c Geo. 4. 0, 38, it is provided, that at the termination of tie cxisung interest, no 
person shall be capable to be appointed a Principal Clerk of the Bills except a Principal Clerk of bessiop. 



73.— KING’S ALMONER. 



Rev. John Paton - I -- King’s Almoner. 

I The duties are to 
distribute His Majesty’s Charities 
and Bounties for Scotland. Sec 
accompanying Letter. 



- - During 
His Majesty’s 
Pleasure. 



- - 1803. 
Privy Seal of 
Scotland. 



X20 - - I - - Salaryofa 1 None. 

Depute 1^.40. 

I Rent of an | 

Office, £.6, Books and Stationery, &c. £.2 ; 
in all £.48, per annum. 

John Paton, Almoner. 



Sir, 



Edinburgh, 9th December 1833. 

I HAD [he honour of receiving your letter of aglh ullimo.'mquiriug as to the duties and emolumeuts of my Office 
as Kb“s ‘Almo„rfor Sr„d,Vnd inclosiug a Form, which 1 returned tilled up » ^ 3 “, 
inform you, that the Office in question is by no mean, a sinecure one, it be mg f 

payment the Government allowance of e.oooi. annually granted in order “ 

pincipally females, who by misfortune, or from other causes bave been reuueed » '"<1 i 

vidual, at present enjoyini this Bounty is uSy. I have also at stated '"!P“'‘ 

under whose control this charity has hitherto been, any change w lo gf pg^b of the Pen- 

which renders it I Attendant on the Establishment ; I have 



sioners ; I am also frequently required to prepare slates of the Disbursements attendant on I 



in consequence of my advanced age 1 have been nnder the necessity'for several years past of devolving ppon the 
person who assists m« in the f f this sum I bave to employ a Deputy tu assist me to 

My salary as Kings Almoner is . p necessarily require for their proper performance much time, 

discharge the vartons du les of the Offiee „l,ere the Pensioners are paid, and lo fnmish 

„r „ .U. /tf Hifi funds with which I am entru 



of 2,000 1 . for the proper application of the funds with which 



I liave the honour to be, &c. 

John Baton, Almoner. 



d 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM 



Tenure ofOfHce, Date of Gross 

whether for Appointment, Enioluincnts 

Goodfctoiour, 

during Pleasure, and under Year ending 

&c. what Autiioritj. 5 January 1834. 



Ileference to an? 

prospective Alteration 

or Keduciioji 
affecting il,e Office 
on the termination of 
theeiutingLiietest 



74.— CLERK TO THE ADMISSION OF NOTARIES. 



Charles Boss, Mi«- - - The Title is j For Life 
ClerktotheAdmis- 
sion of Notaries. ] 

The nature of the 1 

Office is ministerial, having important duties, and 
a good deal of responsibility attached to it, as will 
appear from tne following detail ; and it ought not, 
therefore, with deference, to be classed as a Sine- 
cure Office. 

The Office of a Notary Public in Scotland is con- 
ferred by virtue of Royal presentation and admis- 
sion, after examination as to qualification by the 
Court of Session. Candidates for tlie Office must 
employ an Agent or Solicitor in that Court to pre- 
sent a Petition for admission, prepared under di- 
rection of the Clerk to the Admission of Notaries, 
on which Petition there must be indorsed a Certi- 
ficate, by an Advocate and a Writer to the Signet, of 
the good fame and education of the applicant. The 
Petition thus prepared being produced by the So- 
licitor to the Clerk, he issues the Royal Presentation, 
his signature of which is the Warrant to the Keeper 
of the Cashet to impress thereon the Royal Super- 
scription. The Petition and Presentation are then 
given in to the Court by the Solicitor, and an Inter- 
locutor is pronounced on the Petition, and signed 
by the Lord P resident, remitting to two Lords 
Ordinary, to take trial of the Presentee’s qualifica- 
tions. The Lords Ordinary remit by special Inter- 
locutor signed by them to Examinators appointed 
by the Society of Writers to the Signet, to take the 
trials. The Solicitor arranges for the examination, 
•which being had, the Examinators make and sign 
a written report to the Lords Ordinary, which the 
Lords Ordinary report to the Court, and on this 
report an act and order is pronounced and signed 
by the LoW President, •which is regularly entered 
in the same way as other acts and orders of 
Court, in the Minute Book. By ibis Act the Court 
admits the Presentee to the Office of Notary Public, 
and remits to the Clerk to the Admission of No- 
taries to receive his caution, mark his Protocol 
Book, and take his oath rfe jideli admimuratione 
officii. The oaths to Government are next taken 
before the Lord Ordinary. The Solicitor now 
carries back the Presentation and Petition, the 
latter having the orders of Court and the Reports 
of the Lord Ordinary and Examinators upon it, to 
the Clerk to the Admission of Notaries, who, in 
terms of the Remit to him, and by virtue of his 
Office, takes from the Intrant a bond with a cau- 
tioner,ybr whose habite andrepute solvency and suffi- 
ciency at the time the Cleric is responsible, that he 
shall faithfijlly execute the duties of his Office, 
administers the oath de Jideli, and then delivers to 



By Earl Grey. --Within the -- Rent of - - By the Act w 
17 Jan. 1832, yearfromstb roominwhich Geo. 3. 64. s.u it 
Jan. 1833, to Records are is provided'iii reia 
5 thJan.i 834 , kept, and the tiontothisamonsst 
there were 30 Notaries business trans- other Offices, that 
admitted, who each paid, acted with the on the occasion of 
onreceivinghisCommis- Intrants and a vacancy in them 
sion, £.38. 7- 2.into the theirSolicitors, respectively, the 
hands of the Solicitor, io 2 . peranii. duties and esta. 
who carried it through. blishments should 

Of that Sum, paid be regulated by the 

For Vellum and printing Lords of the Trea- 

the Presentation - — l 6 sury, so as that 

ForCashet - - - - 2 6 the several iduties 

Stamp for Commission, 20-1 to be discharged 
Ingrosing Commission •therein respectivelv 



Ingrosing Commission •therein respectivelv 

and writing Record shall be performed 

and Bond in book - 1 1 - in person," and that 

Protocol Book - - - 3 _ fit and proper per- 

The Clerk to Admission sons be appointed 

of Notaries Fee . n _ _ to performihe du- 

£.32 8 1 ‘"'ll 

The remainder pays the sa anes or allow- 

Coun and Solicuor’a ance, as shall bear- 

Fens on the proceed- dared and appnmte 

ings in Court at the rj- u ^ 

examinations, &C.&C. 5 19 - vetisurer 

’ — ^ , or Commissioners 

£.38 7 2 of the Treasury; 

— provided always, 

The gross emolument drawn by that any Fees at 

the Clerk, then, for the said year, -was present charged or 
£.330, that is, £.11 for each of 30 chargeable for or in 

In Irani s. respect of any of the 

said Offices, or re- 
ceived or receiveable according to law in any of the said 
Offices respectively, shall continue to be received, and the 
same shall be applied in payment of the salary or salaries, 
allowance or allowances, authorized by this Act to be granted 
or made in each of the said Offices in which such Fees shall 
he received ; and if any balance of such Fees shall r emain 
after paying or satisfying such salaries or allowances respec- 
tively, tile same shall be paid, at least once iu three months, 
to the Receiver General Scotland, and shall by him be ptid 
and accounted for in the same manner with any public 
monies received and accounted for by him." 

The Commission in favour of the Reporter makes no new 
regulation as to the duties or establishment of this Office; 
neither does it provide that he shall execute the duties in 
person, which, however, he has done ever since his appoint- 
ment. In relation to the Fees, it contains this provision, 
“ Dahdo et concedendo illi durante spatio prEedicto (life) di- 
yorius et proScua ad diet. Officium pertinen.et requirendo 
ilium post retentionem ab iisdem pro suo usu summae cenWm 
librarum per annum, persolvere residuum ad lie the {jcneral 
Fee JFmd curia Seisionis." 



him his Commission, which is prepared, and being FeeFwidcurice Sessionis.” 

ingrossed on the proper stamp, signed by the Clerk. | 

The bond of caution, prefaced by a record of the proceeding, is ingrossed in a book, in which are also preserved 
exemplifications, holograph of the Notary, of his doequet, sign and subscription manual. With bis Commission the 
Notary also gets froni the Clerk a Protocol Book, in which to record notarial instruments given under his subscription of 
Office, consisting of ninety-one leaves, the first and last subscribed, and all the others initialed by the Clerk. The Books 
containing these bonds of caution and the petitions, with the procedure in Court, are in the official custody of the Clerk 
to the AdmisaoB of Notaries, who is responsible for their safely, and must give out extracts of the bond of caution, and 
make the exemplification of the doequet, sign and subscription-manual of the Notaries, forthcoming to all having interest. 
On the death or insolvency of any cautioner being notified to him, it is the duty of the Clerk to require new caution, and 
• on that contingency, as well as on a cautioner withdrawing and a new cautioner being substituted, to take such new 
bond of caution. The books of record in the custody of the Reporter consist of 24 folio volumes, making a regular 
senes since the year 1736; and he has likewise in charge the records of all the admissions within that period. 



Edinburgh, 11 January 1834. 



C/ia Ross, 

Clerk to the Admission of Notaries, 
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IRELAND, 



NATURE Tenure of Office, Date of Gross 

” Appointment, Emoluments 

Good Beliavionr, for the 

TITLE of OFFICE. I*i®®sure, made, or under Year ending 

&C. what Authority. 5 January 1B34.. 



Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on the termination of 
the existing Interest. 



75 .— HOUSEKEEPERS AND WARDROBE-KEEPERS OF DUBLIN CASTLE. 

Elizabeth Marsden --- Housekeeper During plea- ■ - June 3, - None - - -^ Half the -- Whenever Mrs. 

I and _ Wardrobe- sure. iSoa.byPa- Mrs. Isabella Fees and Cooke ceases to re- 

keeper, m our bouses in the Castle tent,TheKlDg. Cooke, who Stamps for- ceive the Emolu- 

of Dublin, and Director and_ Sur- is joined in merlypaidon ments of the Office, 

veyor of our Gardens belonging to the Patent, exclusively renewals of Mrs. Marsden’s 

cur said Castle. receives the income by the patent. right to them 

_ the terms of the Patent.* commences. 

of Under Secretary of Stale in Ireland, formerly held Ihe Offic . in which afterwards Mrs. Cooke, 
the wife of Ldward Cooke. Esq,. Under Secretary, was joined. Outlie decease of Mrs. Waite. Mrs. Elizabeth Marsden, wife of the 
then Under Secretary of Slate, Alcsandcc Marsden, Esq., was in like manner joined witli Mrs. Cooke in the Patent. 

Elizabeth Marsden. 



Isabella Fane, for- - - Housekeeper --Held under --Iamigno -1 588 2 10 
merly Isabella and Wardrobe- Patent, and rant of the [ 

Cooke. keeper of Dublin always con- date; the appointment 

Castle. sidered for made by the King, or the 

1 IJfe. Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 



Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land,! am not sure which. 



— I ■ " ^ 

I stated, in some do- 
cument placed before Parlia- 
ment, that the Office is to be 
abolished at the termination of 
my life. 



Isabella Fancy formerly Isabella Cooke, 

76.— TOWN CLERK AND PROTHONOTARY OF LONDONDERRY. 

Sir, Londonderry, 24 December 1833. 

I HAVE been favoured with your letter of the 29th of November last, requiring me, as Town Clerk and 
Prothonotary of Londonderry to make a Return explaining the nature, tenure and emoluments of any sinecure 
office held by me, in reply to which I beg leave to state, that I do not now hold, nor ever did hold, any sinecure 
office whatever under His Majesty, or any other authority. I have &c. &c. 

James Gregory. 

77.— PRINCIPAL SERJEA|fT AT ARMS. 

John M'Clintock and -- Principal Ser- --The tenure - - By Let- - - Amount I -- The expenses of the Office 

William Foster jeant at Arms, in of Office is, ters Patent, of for exe- amount to about 65 /. 

M'Clintock. the Kingdom of according to dated 12 Sep- eating and j 

Ireland. The na- the strict tember,inthe returning Writs in the 

ture of the Office at the time of the terms of the 32d year of Equity Side of the Court 

passing of the Patent was twofold. Letters Pa- King George of Exchequer, for the 



passing of the Patent was twofold. Letters Pa- King George of Exchequer, for the 

1st. As an Officer of the Irish tent, during the Third, year ending 3d Novem- 

House of Commons. pleasure, but 1 ber 1833, 115L 14s. 2d. 

2d. As Principal Officer of His it has not been the prac- Amount of annual 

Majesty’s Court of Exchequer in lice or usage to exercise compensation pursuant 

Ireland. the power of revocation, ^ 

The duties of the Office in con- on thecontrary, asstated j \Q"tl. 13^. Vod.' 

nexion with the Iri.sh House of in the answer to the fore- ’ ' ' . . 

Commons, having ceased at the going query, the com- 

Union, by the Act 40 George 3. pensation which was , lo'v 1// 

C.50, intituled, “An Aceforgranting granted to the Patentees 1 j 437 ‘- 1 • 

certain Annuities to the Officers and upon the abolition of the Fees of honour, 

Attendants of both Houses of Parlia- principal branch of the amounting to an aver- 
ment,” whose Offices and attendance Office has been for life. age to about from 5^. 

shall cease after the Union, or be to 10 1 . per annum, 

diminished in value thereby, an 

annual sum of i,20oh of the then currency of Ireland, being a sum of 1,107!. 13 s. 10 d. of the present curreucy, was 
granted unto the Patentees for their lives, as compensation for the loss of Emoluments which they sustained thereby. 

The duties of Serjeant at Arms as connected with the administration of Justice, consists in executing and 
returning all Writs directed to him, whether issuing from tlie Pleas, Equity or Revenue side of the Court of 
■ Exchequer in Ireland. Previous to the passing of the Act 43 Geo. 3 - c. 53 i assimilating the process of the 
three Law Courts in Ireland, very considerable Fees and Emoluments were derived by the Serjeant at Arms, from 
Fees on the execution and return of Writs issued from the Law Side of the Court of Exchequer, and under the 
provisions of that Act, and a further Act of 48 Geo. 3. c. 108, these Fees and Emoluments were ascertained to 
have amounted on an average of three years next preceding said Act to a sum of 1,557 l,os.i d. per annum of 
the then currency of Ireland, being 1,437 L 12 s. id. of the present currency, for the purpose of compensation to 
the Patentees for the loss sustained by the reduction of their lawful Fees and Emoluments, and in consequence, of 
the operation of thesaid Act 43 Geo. 3. C.53, and which sum of 1 , 437 ^- has been regularly paid at the 

Treasury up to and for last Trinity Term, pursuant to the provisions of said Act of Parliament. 

The duty of the Serjeant at Arms in executing and returning Writs issuing out of the Equity Side of the Court 
of Exchequer is still performed. , ^ . • o. . 

The Patentees are also required to attend as Serjeant at Arms at the Castle of Dublin on certain State occasions, 
such as the swearing of the Lord Lieutenant into Office, proclaiming War or Peace, and attendance upon the King 
when in Ireland M^Chnlock k iVilham F. M^Cbvtor.k, 

18 Ja,mary’l834. ’’"“''P*' 

d .1 
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Walter Ja’ Glascock, 
Edward Glascock and 
William Shaw Mason, 



NATURE 

Slid 

TITLE of OFFICE. 



Tenure of Office, 
whetlier fur 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
daring Pleasure, 
&c. 



Dale of 


Gross 


EXPENSES 


Appolntmeot, 


Emolameiits 




and by whom 


for tlic 


of 


made, or under 


Year ending 


OFFICE. 


what Authority. 


5 Jiomr.ry 1834. 



— Remembrancer 
Clerk and Re- 
ceivers of First 
Fruits, payable out 
of the several Be- 
nefices in Ireland. 



Between 
500 - ■ 
and 

600 - - 
per annum. 



£. 5. d. 

About 
100 - - 
per annum. 



Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on the terrainatioii of 
the enistiug Interest. 



78.-RECE1VERS OF FIRST FRUITS. 

£. s. d. ‘ 

DuringPlea- --LettersPa- 
sure. tentunderthe 

Great Seal of 
Ireland, dated 2 July 
1797, to William and 
Walter Janies Glascock 5 
, upon the death of Wil- 
liam, new Letters Patent, dated ik November i8ox, to Waiter 
and Edward Glascock and the survivor, said Patent revoked, and 
new Letters Patent, dated 30th March 1805, to Walter James and 
Edward Glascock and William Shaw Mason, which was afterwards 
revoked, ami new Letters Patent, dated .30th May 1812, were 
granted to W. and E. Glascock and William Shaw Mason, anf/t 

fuller powers. Patent, and Mr. Littleton addressed a letter to this purport to Mr. E. Glascock, in order to 

maintain his and bis brother's interests in said Offices, which letter is virtuallt/ equal to the intended Patent. 

The above Office was one of considerable trust, and required the daily attendance and performance of 
duly by one of the Principals, and which were executed up to the period when the EcclesiasUcal Commis- 
sioners under the new Act undertook the duties of their Office. 

Walter Ja> Glascock. Edw^ Glascock. 



- - In July 1833, 
Mr. Littleton, Chief 

S^retary for Ire- 

land, in consequence 
of particular cir- 
_ cumstances which 
occurred, directed the last Patent to Messrs. 
Glascocks and Mason to be revoked and an«u 
Patent to issue to Walter and Edward Glas- 
cock onfy, but which, from the Church Tem- 
poralities Bill, which abolished the First Fruits 
ill Ireland, being about to pass the Legislature, 
it was at the suggestion of Messrs. Glascocks, 
deemed inexpedient by Mr. Littleton to issue 



GeorgeEarlofGranardl - - Clerk of the 
Crown and Hana- 

I P^r 

As Clerk of the Crown, it is 
his duty as appears by his Patent, 
to make out and engross all 
Letters Patent for the appoint- 
ment of Sheriffe, all Commis- 
sions of the Peace and Gaol 
Delivery, and all Processes in 
Recognizances of the Staple, 
with some of the duties not 
HOW of frequent recurrence. 
As Clerk of the Hanaper, he 
makes out and engrosses all 
Letters Patent of Landsgranted 
by the Crown ; all Patents of 
Nobility, spiritual and tempo- 
ral; all Presentations by the 
Crown to Ecclesiastical Dig- 
nities and Benefices ; he also 
prepares and engrosses all 
Charters of Incorporation, Grants 
of Fairs and Markets, Letters of 
Denization, Pensions, Offices, 
&c. with a variety of other 
Commissions and Writs.- 



DuringPlea- I -• First Ap- 
sure. 1 pointment, 

I 17 Feb. 1815, 
last Appointment, 12 
Nov. 1830, by Letters 
Patent under the Great 
Seal of Ireland, with a 
power to' execute the du- 
ties by Deputy. It is an 
Office of great Antiquity, 
and of the first responsi- 
bility. 

Attendance at the Of- 
fice throughout the en- 
tire year from ten rill 
four, Sundays, Christ- 
mas-day and Good Fri- 
day excepted. 



79 .— CLERK OF THE CROWN AND HANAPER. 

- - Vide Chancery 
Act,4Geo.4.c.6i, 
by which a new 
Schedule of Fees is 
created for said 
Office, by which the 
Fees will be very 
considerably dimi- 
nished. But by sec- 
tion 4 of said Act, 
it is enacted, that 
nothing contained 
in said Act, nor in 
the Table, No. 10, 
thereto anraxed 
shall extend or be 
construed to extend 
topreventtheClerk 
of the Crown and 
Clerk of the Hana- 
per and his De- 
puty, during the 
tenure of the pre- 
sent possessor of 
the said Office, 

I from demanding or 

receiving the several Fees which have been accustomed to be paid 
to, and by reason and on account of all such acts, matters and things 
done in and concerning the business of the said Office, until the 
appointment of the successor of the present possessor of the said 
Office. Another very considerable reduction of the emoluments of 
this Office must take place after the 3 jst of December next, as by an 
Act of the last Session no more Cursitor’s Writs can be issued after 
that period, which will produce a loss of at least 200/. per annum. 
3 & 4 Will. 3, c. 07, s. 36. 

GraMrd. 

P.S . — All Commissions of Assize and Gaol Delivery, Commissions of Oyer and Terminer, Com- 
missions of Association, Commissions to try Pirates, and all other special Commissions for Government, 

Writs for Election for Members to serve in Parliament, Letters Patent appointing Lords Justices, Letters 
Patent appointing Commissioners for the custody of the Great Seal, License of Absence to the Lord 
Lieutenant and Lord Chancellor, Pardons in Forma Pauperis. s.ad Supersedeases to Justices of the Peace, 
are to be prepared and issued without any Fee or Reward to the Officer. 

John Cum 7 nins, 

Deputy Clerk, Crown and Hanaper. 



3,089 5 Hi 


835 14 


-1 1 


including sa- 


: 






laries of Prin- 


^ * i 






cipal and De- 
puty. 


- 4 - 1 
OS vs 


cr> 




Principal’s salary, 


^ » 


U 5 




854 '3 4 

Deputy’s salary. 








92 - - 


e ' 






These sala- 


ill 






ries were 


1 






granted at the 


H 






time of the 


i his sum to 1 


Union as com- 


be apportion 


■ 


pensation for 


ed between 


loss of Fees 


Principal and 


on the re- 


I Deputy, being 


moval of the 


the only sum 


Parliament 


applicable 




from Ireland 


1 thereto, 


and 


to England. 


including the 1 


salaries 


of 




both. 
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UAME 

of 

OFl’ICER. 


NATURE 

and 

TITLE of OFflCE. 


Tenure of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour. 

1 during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Date of 
Appoiniment, 
and by whuui 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


Gross 

Emoluments 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 1834. 


EXPENSES 1 
of ' 

' OFFICE. I 


Reference to any 
prospective Alieratiuii 
or Reductiou 
affecting the Office 
mi the termination of 
the existing Interest. 


1 










\ 



80,— SECOND REMEMBRANCER OF THE COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 



Sit Hugh Stewart, 
Bart, and Mervyn 
Stewart, ICsq. 



- - Lord Trea- 
surer’s, or Second 
Remembrancer of 
the Court of Ex- 
chequer in Ire- 
land. 



- - For the 
lives of the 
Patentees, Sir 
Hugh Stewart 
and Mervyn 
Stewart, and 
that of the 
Survivors 



• - By Let- 
ters Patent, 
dated 

s6 March 
in the 45th 
year of the 
reign of G. 3, 
A.D. 1805. 



£. s. d. 
676 14 7 



£. ■ s. d. 
27 19 



Dated 26 January 1834. 



John Stetcarf, Deputy. 



William Stuart. 



81.— REGISTRARS OF THE PREROGATIVE COURT. 



- • Principal Re- 


For Life. • - 


- - 26 Oct. 


2,439 14 JO 


1,274 12 8^ 


gistrar, or Regis- 




1820 (con- 






trars of His Ma- 




jointly with 






jesty’s Court of 




the late Rev. 






Prerogative, and 




Sir John Ro- 






Scribe of theActs 




binson, Bart.), 






Judicial and Ex- 




by the then 






tra-judicial said 




Lord Pri • 






Court. 




mate. 







David Beatty..' 



82.— MARSHAL OF THE PREROGATIVE COURT. 



- - His Majesty’s 


- - For Life 


- - The 13th 


155 6 7 


25 - " 


Courl of Preroga- 


and Good 


May t8i6, 






tive for Causes 


Behaviour. 


by his Grace 






Ecclesiastical. 




the late Pri- 
mate Stuart, 
by Royal 










Authority, 
and by Pa- 










tent to ap- 
point a De- 










puty. 







- • None that 
know of. 



I 



Henry Weibore 
Viscount Clifden. 



83—CLERK of THE PRIVY COUNCIL. 



- - Clerk of His 


- - By Patent 


- - 19 Sept. 


J.945 9 JO 


Majesty’s Privy 


for Life. 


:8oo. By 




Council in Ire- | 




Patent from 




land. i 




the Crown. 




The Office of 






1 



Clerk of the Council in Ireland has, as far as the same can be traced back, 
been always executed by Deputies, and accordingly the present Patentee, as 
in the case of his predecessors, is empowered to execute the Office m like 
manner} which consequently renders it a Sinecure Office to ihe Patentee, 
the entire duties being executed by three efficient Deputies. 

The duties of the Office are of a confidential and responsible nature ; in- 
dependently of a constant and regular attendauce on the Council Board and 
all Committees of Council, an uniform and constant daily attendance in 
the Council Office is requiretl of the Deputies to carry into effect all orders 
and directions issued at the Council Board or by Committees of Council ; 
to answer the inquiries and execute the commands of Government ; to 
answer all inquirite and receive all applications from the public upon 
official subjects, and to submit to the Board all applications and documents 
to be brought under its consideration, as well as to prepare the necessary 
acts and orders thereupon, as directed; to enter upon record such orders 
and acts, and the proceedings relating thereto ; and in general to perlorm 
all matters and things which do or may devolve upon this Depajlment, 
under the various powere invested in the Council Board, and which have of 
lale very considerably increased. 



35 January 1834. 



d 4 



- - By the 5th 
section of the Act 
57 Geo. 3, c. 62, 
it is enacted, that 
this Office of 
“ Clerk of the 
Council" shall upon 
the termination of 
the present exist- 
ing interest therein 
be regulated, and 
the duties there- 
after performed in 
person. 



CliJ'dnt. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM 



NAME ] 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
wiictlicr for 
Life, 

Good Beltaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


1 

Date of 1 

1 Appointment, j 
! and by whuiii ; 

made, or under ; 
1 what Authority. l 


Emolumuits 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 1834 . 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Refereuce to anv 
prospective Alterati«i 
or Redaction 
affecting Uie Office 
on the lermination of 
tlie existing Interest. 


Major-General the 
Hon. J.B. O'Neill. 


84.— 

- - Constable of 
Dublin Castle. 

ind considered by n: 
inder 57 Geo. 3,c. 62 


CONSTABL 

- - Granted to 
my Predeces- 
sor for Life, 
le for Life also, 

s. 4 - 


1 1 

E OF DUBJ 

--20th May 
1811,510.3, 
by Letters 
Patent under 
j the Great Sea 
John 


LIN CASTLI 

£. s. d, 
386 18 8 

ilof Ireland. 

1 B. R. 0‘Neill, 


£. J. d. 
Constable of I 


• - Salary to cease 
on_ termination of 
existing Interest, 
under Act 57 G.3 
c. 62,6. 4, ’ 

iublin Castle. 



St. George Cuff 



85.-CONSTABLE OF CASTLEMAIN. 



- - Constable of 


--During the 


- - By Patent! Gross Salary 


Castlemain, 


Pleaijure of 


dated 28 No- 184 12 4 




the Crown. 


vember 1803. 1 
Net Sum receivable 
Payabieoutof Lands'! 
and Tenements -J 
Total Net Sum! 
Receivable -J 


or, 

177 11 8 

46 3 1 
223 14 9 



None - - - It is provided 
.in the 4tla section 
of the Act 57 G.g, 
c. 62, that the 
office of Constable 
of Castlemaiii shall 

from and after and upon the 
termination of the existingia. 
terest therein fie abolished. 



Adverting to the letter of the Qgtii November 1833, from the Right Hou. T. Spring Rice, transmitting 
the Order for the above Return, for information as to the grounds on which the said Office was granted, and 
admitting explanation to be given on any topics illustrative of the origin of the Appointment, the nature and 
tenure of the Office, and the public claims to service of the Officer holding the same — 

It is submitted, as regards the said Office of Constable of Castlemain, that it is of very ancient origin, the 
creation of it being traced hack to the year 1583. It has long ceased to be an effective Office, and whatever 
duties may have originally attached to it, have for time out of mind fallen into disuse. 

The present possessor obtained it as. a Sinecure on the recommendation of his near relative, the late Right 
Honourable Lord Tyrawley, and was, as the present possessor has no doubt, granted in consideration of that 
nobleman being an old and faithful servant of Government, and having rendered important services to it, as 
far as his influence extended, during many critical and important periods. 

The present possessor when he obtained possession of said Office had no doubt but he might consider it as 
permanent, and he was thereby induced to defer entering upon any lucrative pursuit, relying on the apparent 
permanence of the situation in question, and he may truly suy that any deduction in its emoluments during bis 
time would be of the most serious consequence 10 him. Besides the nature of this Office, having already 
come under the consideration of Parliament, some years after the grant to the present possessor, and by the 
57th of his late Majesty King George 3, 0. 62, s. 4, the period of its abolition having been expressly fixed to 
take place at and upon the termination of the present existing interest therein, and not sooner, the holder of 
the Office humbly submits that by the true construction of this statute a positive guarantee was intended, if not 
actually given, Aat so long as the existing interest continues, the Office would not be subjected to any alteration 
or deduction injurious to the holder, such being, in his humble opinion, (which he respectfully submits) the 
equitable interpretation of the Act of the 57 Geo. 3. c. 62. a. 4. 

13th December 1833. ^ St. George Cvf. 



Colonel Charles 
Vereker, now Vis- 
count Gort. 



The Marquis of Down- ! 
shire. 



80.— GOVERNOR AND CONSTABLE OF LIMERICK CASTLE, 



- - Governor and 


- - During 


--The Patent 


653 - - 


- - This varies as 


Constable of the 




is dated the 


it arises from the 


Castle of Limerick. 


Pleasure. j 


i8th of Nov. 

1 809, and 1 




repair of Bonks 
enclosing the Is- 
land from the 




1 signed by the late Duke 




Sliannon ; it will 




of Richmond, then Lord 


cost much 


more this year; 




Lieutenant of Ireland. 


but states 


the average at 








' about £.60 or £.70. I 

n 



87.— CONSTABLE OF THE FORT OF HILLSBOROUGH. 



HereditaryCon- 
stable of the Fort 
of Hillsborough. 



• In Fee. I - - Letters Pa- 
I tent, dated 
21 Dec., 12 Charles 2. 



224 12 3j 



- - The Salary of 
£. j . a day will ter- 
minate by' Act of 
Parliament with 
my Life. 



- - By the Letters 
Patent his thw 
Majesty for himself, 
his heirs and sue* 



Srmiffb^KrL In Hillsborough, in the county of Down, Esquire, the office of Constable of Hills- 

maintainine the said Fort him, his heira and assigns for ever, and for the strengthening, upholding and 

said Office the •wao'ix! orf granted unto the said Arthur Hill, his heirs and assigns, in exercise and execution ofthe 

sTrneLetters^^^^^^^^ by the day the same to be arising out of the Revenue of Ireland. Andbyfte 

day to each of 20 Warders d. • J.®. y’^^llbinaself, his heirs and successors, gave and granted the wages of 6r/.bythe 
revenue the said wfrHml m r*" ‘be command of the said Constable, to be arising from the samo 

Snd^nt fr?m Se 1 5 YJ''" 'h The Marquis ^f Downshire, as the Uaeal 

have also his ancestors who for 1’ Present Constable of the said Fort, aod in that charactei- has, os 

'20 Warders for the said Fmi- being have been Constables alwavs appointed, and had under their command 

menrired L thrsaid ."‘“I*'- arise from the Office than the wages to the Constable and Warders 

annual sum of 216Z ns ,1 d ^ certain deductions made at the time of payment, have amounted to the 

clothmg and wagaa pro.M fcraad'plwt 

Hillsborough, 9 December 1833. Bmmhin, Hereditary Constable. 
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88.— COMPILER OF THE DUBLIN GAZETTE. 

, ji 1 Dublin, 31st January 1834. 

I have been honoured by the receipt of your circular letter of the 291b November last, stating that the 
King having been pleased to comply with an Address of the House of Commons, dated ifith August last, for 
“ A Return explaining the Nature, Tenure and Emoluments of all Sinecure Offices within the United 
Kingdom,” you were commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, to request that this 
Return, so far as related to the Office held by me, might be made by me according to the Form enclosed, and 
transmitted to me, for the purpose of its being laid before the House of Commons at the commencement of the 
ensuing Session. 

I have also to acknowledge another letter from you of the same date, referring to the former one of that 
day, respecting Sinecure Offices, and stating that as several of these Offices were granted on the ground of 
public services, as a compensation for the surrender of other Emoluments, or on some other consideration, and 
that whenever explanations could be afforded on these or any other topics, illustrative of the origin of the 
Appointment, the nature and tenure of the Office, and the public claims and services of the Officers, the Lords 
of ^e Treasury would have the utmost readiness to receive any information on the subject. 

Having received those letters, I feel it incumbent on me to acknowledge their having reached me, and to 
state, that not considering the Office of Com'piler of tht Dublin Gazette to be a Sinecure, but one of great 
responsibility, I do not deem it necessary to trouble you with any Return, or to enter into the explanations 
which, if my office was a sinecure, circumstances would admit of; but I shall be ready at all times to afford 
any information that may be required of me respecting the Office of Compiler of the Dublin Gazette, which 
I have had the honour to fill for the last 35 years. 

I have the honour, &c. 

T.W. Price. 



89.— USHER OF THE COURT OF CHANCERY. 

Sir, Bel'grave-square, February 3, 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to send you annexed a Return as to my Office of Usher of the Court of Chancery in 
Ireland, as required by your letter of the 29th December last. It may be doubtful whether my office comes 
within the terms of your requisition, for although thebffice is executed by Deputy, the duties are of considerable 
importance and confidence, and require constant attendance daily, from ten to four o’clock, throughout the year, 
except Sundays and Christmas day. The office was created by Letters Patent in the reign of James 2, 
and was conferred on me by my late father, when Lord Chancellor ef Ireland, in the same manner as similar 
grants have at all times been made i)y former Lord Chancellors. 

The Office itself is fully recognized by several Acts of Parliament, and its Fees are regulated and fixed by the 
Act of 4 Geo. 4. c. 61, referred to in my Return, which Act was introduced on the recommendation of the 
Commissioners of Judicial Inquiry, appointed in pursuance of un Address of the House of Commons. 

I have, &c- 

R. Tiiz Gibbon, 

Usher of Court of Chancery. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. . 


NATURE j 
TITLE of OFFICE. ' 


Tenure of Office, 
^vhether fnr 
Life, 

Good Bebaviour, 
during Fleafure, 
&c. 


Date of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


Gross 1 

Emolunieiits 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 1834 . 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to any 
prospective AlteiaUon 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on tbe termination of 
the existing Interest. 


The Honourable , 
Richard Hobart Fitz 
Gibbon. 


- - Usher of the 
High Court of' 
Chancery in Ire- 
land, the Duties 
being to keep and 
file Affidavits and 
Records, to fur- 
nish Office Copies, 
and to attend in 
the Courts of Law 
with theOrigiiials, 
when required. 


For Life - 


- - i8th Sep- 
tember 1797, 
by Deed Poll, 
inrolled under 
the hand and 
seal of John 
-Earl of Clare, 
then Lord 
High Chan* 
cellor of Ire- 
land, granted 
by virtue of 
Letters Patent 
of 18th May, 
3 James 2d. 


£. s. d, 

6,731 1 - 

paid out of 
of the exis 
sent Ushei 
in the pon 
And als 
Affidavits 
nation of t 
Usher. 


£. i. d, 
600 - - 

i 

■ Court is repeale 
;ting interest in i 
•, after which pi 
nd is abolished. 
0 the sheet Fee 
is reduced to 6 < 
he existing int 


- - By Act4<3eo,4. 
c. 61, so much of 
the Irish Act 23, 
24 Geo. 3. c. 22 
as relates to the 
payment of the Fee 
of 6d. in the pound 
on certain Monies 
;d, on the termination 
die Office of the pre- 
sriod the Fee of 6 d. 

of lod. on Copies of 
i. on the like termi- 
eresl of the present 



Usher of Court of Chancery. 



90 .— SENESCHAL OF THE KING’S MANORS. 



Henry Westenra 


- . Formerly Ju- 


Life - - I 


Letters Patent 


226 12 6 j 


None. 




dicial Seneschal 












of tbe King's Ma- 










1 


nors in Ireland. 











Henn^ Weslenra, 



e 
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Tenure of OfEce, Date of Gross 

whetliet for Appointment} Emoluments 

.iK®' • and by whom for the 

Good Beliaviouf, , 

during Pleasure, Year ending 

&c. wlmt Authority. 5 January 1834. 



Reference to any 

prospeeiiveAlteradon 

or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on the termination of 
the existing Inieress. 



91.— COMPTROLLER OF THE PIPE. 



ThomasSterlingBerry - - Comptroller of 
the Pipe, and Se- 
cond liigrosser of 
the Great Roll in 
. the Court of Ex- 
chequer inirelandj 
receives, examines and files in his 
Oifice, during the four Terms in 
each year, Estreats of all Fines, 
Issues, Amerciaments and Recog- 
nizances, lost, set, imposed or 
forfeited at the several Courts of 
Assize, Quarter Sessions, Com- 
missions of Oyer and Terminer, 
Nisi Prius. Courts of King’sBench, 
Common Pleas ; and also all Fines 
entered in those and the Equity and 
Revenue Exchequer Courts against 
Sheriffs, Coroners, Suitors, Clerks 
of the Crown, Clerks of the Peace, 
Constables and Escheators, &c. &c. 
He makes out Lists of Return of 
Estreats returnable into his Office, 
for the Lord . Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, in each Term, which 
specifies Defaulters ; receives 
Schedule of Pipe Fines, Custodiam 
Kents, and enters same; and is> 
sues levying Process for all Es- 
treats to the several Sheriffs of 
Ireland, twice a year; receives 
those Processes when returned. 
Attending Court when Sheriff ap- 
pears at his apDOsal ; renews Pro- 
cess when directed by the Court, 
or when such Renewals appear 
necessary to forward the adminis- 
tration of Justice ; makes out 
transcripts of Sheriff’s Totts and 
Allowances; and also Constats for 
Commissioners of Reducements, 
&c. with several other incidental 
duties and details too numerous to 
specify. 



- - Durirrg --Appointed 
the pleasure Deputy 
oftheCrown. Comptroller 
in the year 
1 805, and appointed 
Principal by Patent 
bearing date the 5th 
of February 1815, by 
his late Majesty King 
George the Third, 
during the Vice Roy- 
alty of the late Lord 
Viscount Whitworth. 

The present Comp- 
troller of the Pipe has 
been 29 years exer- 
cising the duties of 
the Office, which is 
not or does not come 
under the description 
of a Sinecure Office, 
the return of which 
is sought for, as it is 
an office the duties of 
which are performed 
by the Principal in 
I person. 



- • As near 
as can be as- 
certained for 
one year, 
- - Salary ended in Ja- 
received for nuary i 834, 
theyearend- about 150L 
ing 5 Jan. 

1834 - £.403 10 - 

Emoluments 
fortbesame 
period, about 90 



- - By the Twelfth 
Report of the Com. 
missiooers on Du- 
ties, Salaries and 
Emoluments in 
Courts of Justice 
in Ireland, published 
by Order of The 
Houseof Commons 

in July 1824, it is 
recommended that 
certain Offices of 
the Revenue Ex- 
chequer should be 
abolished, but that 
the Office of the 
Comptroller of the 
Pipe should be re- 
tained and con 
tinued; and the 
PrincipaTto receive 
a salary of 500/. 
a year, independent 
of remuneration 
for an . office, the 
Principal, not hav- 
ing been provided 
with any public 
office, and also 
Salaries for Clerks, 
&c. 



92.— CLERK OF THE PIPE AND INGROSSER OF THE GREAT ROLL. 



Henry Luttrell - - • Clerk of the --Bv Patent - - Patent 
Pipeandingrosser for Life. datedAug.8, 
of the Great Roll The gross 1800, in the 
in Ireland. amount of fortieth year 

the Salary of the reign 
payable atthe ofGeorgethe 
IrishTreasury Third, by 
is 306L 12J. whom, with 
but from this the advice 
is a deduction and consent 
for fees and of the Marquis 
charges on Cornwallis, 
the recapt then Lord 
of it. Lieutenant of 

Ireland, the 
Office was granted, to 
. be executed by Henry 

Luttrell or his suffi- 
cient deputy. 



Emoluments Books, Sta- 
of the prin- tionery and 



cipal Salary, the 
and his pro- a C 
portion of the 
Fees included, 
amounts, on 
an average of 
the last seven 
years, to rather 
more than 700/. 
a year. The De- 
puty receives for 
his own use two- 
fifths of the Fees. 



the salary of 
a Clerk. 



- - None that the 
principal is aware 
of, except that on 
, the termination of 
his life interest, the 
Office, no doubt, 

will be regulated so 

as DO longer to he 
a Sinecure. But 
unless the duties 
annexed to it ar® 
to cease and deter- 
mine, theOffice, be 

apprehends, 
continue to exist. 



Henry, Imttrclf, 

Clerk of the Pipe in Ireland. 
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NAME 

of 

omCER. 


nature 

TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure ofOffice.l 
whether for i 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Fleaiute, 
&c. 


Date of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


Gross 

Emoluments 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 18S4. 


1 EXPENSES 
of 

omcE. 












( 



93.— PURSUIVANT OF THE COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 



Boyle Keller - - 


- - Pusuivant of 


-•DuringHis 


--Appointed 


£. s. d. 
321 - - 


£. d. 

- - About 




the Court of Ex- 
chequer in Ire- 
land. 

One of the Of- 
ficers of ■ said 
Court. 


Majesty’s 

Pleasure, 


by Patent 
bearing date 
the ii 5 i day 
of May i8a2, 
which was 
renewed on 
His present 
Majesty’s 
Accession to 
the Throne. 


50 - - 



Reference to any 
proipectu’e Alteration 
or Reduction 
affecting tlie Ofiice 
on the terniiiiation of 
the existing Interest. 



- - 1 am not aware 
of any such. 



I beg leave to state that I do not consider my Office a sinecure ; it is an Office of great responsibility 
and requiring very constant attendance. With the exception oflwo years, commencing in March x8<27, 
I have always acted in person, and intend to continue so to do as long as I shall hold the Office. 

• Boyle Kdler. 



94.— REGISTER OF FORFEITURES. 



Dugald Campbell • 



Kildalloig, 1 1 January j 834. 



- - Register of 


- - During 


--24 March 


276 - - 


- - None. 


Forfeitures. 


Pleasure. 


1806. 







• - It is understood 
that tills Office is 
to cease at the 
termination of the 
existing interest. 

Dugald Campbell. 



96.— PHYSICIAN TO THE STATE. 



Alexander Jackson, 
Physician to the State 
in Ireland. 



- - The Title of 


- - A Patent 


- - In 1803 


100 - - 


- - The Ex- 


the Office desig- 


Appointment 


Mr. Wickham 


The emo- 


penses of the 


nates its nature. 


under the 


was Secre- 


luments of my 


Office are the 


The duties are and 


Great Seal 


tary, and Earl 


Office have 


maintaining 


have been to attend 


during plea- 


of Hardwick 


been reduced 


of an Estab- 


the Lord Lieu- 


sure, but 


Lord Lieu- 


more than 


lisbmentsuit- 


tenant’s House- 


never revoked 


tenant, Right 


two-thirds for 


able to the 


hold. I have been 


nor disturbed 


Hon. Sir John 


the last two 


Office as con- 


called upon to at- 


tillthe present 


Stewart,Bart. 


years. 


nected with 


tend Privy Coun- 


Administra- 


solicited the 


I received 


the State, and 


cillors, and other 


tion. This Of- 


appointment 


ifsol. for the 


to enable me 


duties connected 


fice has been 


for me. 


year ending 


to discharge 


with Public Af- 


an appendage 




5 January 


tbe duties of 


fairs, without re- 


to the State 




1834. 


the office. 


ceiving any ad- 


in Ireland for 








ditional Emolu- 


Centuries. 








ment to the nomi- 










nal Salary. 








.. 



- - The alteration 
and reduction of 
Office have not 
been prospective or 
contingent, but are 
now in expiration, 
and the interest of 
the present posses- 
sor has not been 
respected, in viola- 
tion, as it is res- 
pectfullycoticeived, 
of the Resolution 
of the House of 
Commons. 



Alexander Jackson, 
State Physician. 



96.— KEEPER OF THE FOUR COURTS, MARSHALSEA. 

Sir, Dublin, December 18, 1833. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th November, inclosing the form of a Return 
required to be made by me to the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury, pursuant to the Address of the House of Commons 
and His Majesty’s command. 

As I hold no Sinecure Office I presume there must have been some mistake in making such application to me. 
My office as Keeper of the Four Courts, Marshalsea, is one rated with burdensome duties and heavy responsibilities, 
and therefore, as relates to me, I have no return to make. 

If the object'of the Lords of the Treasury be to obtEun a Return of all Offices, whether Sinecure or not, I shalf be 
ready, at all times, to obey tlieir Lordships’ commands. In the mean time 

I have the, honour to be, &c. 

Four Courts, Marshalsea. William DremUy. 
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97,— PROTHONOTARY OF THE KING’S BENCH. 

King’s Bench Office, Dublin, December 2, 1833. 

I HiVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th November, calling for a Return 
explaining the nature, tenure and emolument of all Sinecure Offices within the United King^ra. So far as relates 
to the Office held by me, in reply I beg leave to state that I do not hold any Sinecure Office, nor are there any 
Sinecure Offices whatever in the department over which I preside. I take the liberty of referring to the statute of 
1 & e Geo i. c. 53- as being the Act of Parliament which established my office m its present form. 

^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

Artlair Busite, 



98.— FILACER OF THE KING’S BENCH. 

gjj. - King’s Bench Office, Dublin, 4 December 1833. 

I HAD the honour of receiving your letter of the sgtli of November, in which you roeniioii that the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury require “ A Return explaining the nature, tenure and emoluments of all 
Sinecure Offices within the United Kingdom.” _ _ , , , 

I beg leave to state that my situation is not a sinecure one, and that there 13 no situation of that description in my 
department. I hold my Office by a Patent, dated the 18th of January 1822, which was granted to me under the 
authority of an Act of Parliament of 1 & 2 Geo. 4., intituled, “ An Act to regulate the Proceedings in the Civil 
Side of the Court of King’s Bench, and also in the Court of Court of Common Pleas, and in the Pleas or Common 
Law Side of the Court of Exchequer in Ireland.” I have the honour to be, &c. 

Dawson CAarcA. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OriTCE. 


Tenure of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

GoodBelmviour, 
dating |>Ieasure, 
&c. 


Date of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
wiint Authority. 


Emoluments 
for the 
Year ending 
5 Jiuiuary 1 US 4 . 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. ' 


Reference to any 
prospective Aiteratiao 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 
on the cerminatioR of 
the existing Literest. 


Sir Charles Vernon 


99. 

- - Usher of His 
Majestji's Court 
of Exchequer in 
Ireland. 


—USHER C 

- • To Sir 
Charles Ver- 
non and Mri 
Charles Fleet- 
, wood, andthe 
survivor of 
j them. 


)F THE EX' 

' - - By Patent 
under the 
; Great Seal, 
dated 28 No- 
vember 1803. 


CHEQUER. 

£. s. d. 
709 4 8 

N. B 
was giy 
as form 


£. s. d. 1 
140 - - ! 
to payment of' 
Deputy Coun- 
j seller Ryan. 

. — Thecompen; 
en in lieu of tin 
erly received 


- - Recommended 
by the Cominis- 
sioners ofLaw In- 
quiry to be reduced 
at the death of Sir 
Charles Vernon & 
Charles Fleetwood. 

sationof £.709. 4. 8. 

5 Fees of the Office, 



100.— TRANSCRIPTOR AND FOREIGN APPOSER. 



Arthur Jones - " 1 " ' Transcriptor 

and foreign Ap- 
I poser. 

Previous to the several Sheriffs 
passing tlieir accounts, they are 
hound to lodge with the Transcrip- 
tor the process which is issued to 
them from the Summonister, and 
the 'I'ranscriptor attends the Court 
of Exchequer on such passing, to 
charge the Sheriff with the several 
sums they are by said process re« 
quircd to‘ collect. 

' When the Sheriffs are about to 
pay in thar Totts they get from the 
Transcriptor a transcript of the 
sums they have'been charged with 
to enable them to pay the amount 
into the Treasury. 



--In theyear 
1799 Mr. 
Jones pur- 
chased from 
Mr. Pollock 
the Office of 
Transcriptor, 
which beheld 
by Patent, 
since which 
Mr. Jones has 
performed the 
duties. 



- - On 2 1st 
Nov. 1826, 
after Mr. Pol- 
lock's death, 
Mr.Joneswas 
appointed by 
the Marquis 
Wellesley, 
then Lord 
Lieutenant of 
Ireland, to 
continue to 
discharge the 
duties of the 
office. 



• - Amount of 
Feeson Sheriff’s 
passing accounts.: 
and pa5ing in 
Totts £.92 I 4 

paid at 
Trea- 
sury in 
fieii of 

Fees - 46 16 8 



I • - The as- 
' sistance of a 
clerk, and 
about £.4 a 
year for 
parchment, 
for which, 
until of late 
years, the Go- 
vernment 
gave an al- 
lowance. 



I am not aware of 
any. 



The compensation is 
for Fees which were 
payable to the Tran- 
scriptor to a greater 
amount, but have been 
since aiwliahed.' I 

Arthur Jones^ T. & F. A. 
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NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 



TITLE of OFFICE. 



Tenure of Ofiicej 
whcilier for 
Life, 

Qond Eeliariour, 
daring Fleusuce, 
&c. 



Date of 

Appointment, I 
and by irbom I 
made or under ' 
what Anthoriiy. 



Eniolamentt 
for the 
Year ending 
S January 1834. 



Reference in any 
prospective Alteration, 
or Reduction 
ofi'ecting the Office 
on the tetminatiou of 
the existing Isterest. 



101.— DEPUTY SEARCHER, PACKER AND GAUGER, PORT OF DUBLIN. 



C, D. Larkin - 

The Board of Cus- 
toms transferred the 
duties of this Office to 
the Customer and 
Comptroller of the 
Port 14th February 
1816, from which pe- 
riod I have not been 
called upon to per- 
form any duty. 



- - Deputy 


During 


--Appointed 


£. f. <J, 

369 4 7 


Searcher, Packer 


Pleasure. 


by the late 




and Gauger, Port 




Earl of Lei- 




of Dublin. 




trim, 3d May 
1800 by vir- 


Compensa- 


Earl of Leitrim, 




tue of his 


tion for loss 


Principal. 




Patent. 


of Fees, agree- 


— 






ably to Act 


Duty e.xecuted by 
the Deputy. 






48 Georges- 
c. 56. 



I beg to add that I have been up^Yards of forty-seven years i 



- - - The Office 

granted lotb De- 
I cember 1787, by 
Letters Patent, lo the late 
Earl of Leitrim, for the lives 
of himself and his two Sons, 
Nathaniel and Robert C. Cle- 
ments. 



The Office to be abolished 
at the termination of the pre- 
sent Interest by Act,47 Geo. 3. 
c. 12. 

tire service of His Majesty’s Customs. 

C. D. Larhin, Deputy Searcher, &e. 



102.— SEARCHER, PACKER AND GAUGER OF CARRICKFERGUS AND LARNE. 



William Cooper 



- - Searcher, 


During 


- - King’s Let- 


- - Gross, 


Packer and Gauger 


Pleasure. 


ters Patent, 


230 11 8 


of Carrickfergus 
and Larne. 


dated 20tn 
\ March 1804, 
with power to appoint a 
Deputy to be approved ol 
by the Lord Lieutenant. 


Net, 

229 18 8 
as below. 



Nil. I - - The Office is to 
J cease with the pre- 
I sent Holder, per 
Act 47 Geo. 3. c. 12. 

N.B. — The duties of the 
Office are executed by Deputy 
appointed by the Patentee. 



Charged on the Consolidated Fund and paid at the Irish Exchequer 
Paid out of the Custom Revenue by the Collector of Belfast 



£. s. d. 

634 

224 8 4 
£.230 11 8 



Net. 

£. 5. d, 
5 10 4 
224 8 4 

229 18 8 



Total annual Amount paid to the Patentee - • - 

JV B _I ber leave to add, that the Government of Ireland granted the above OSce to mo, in consequence of m; 
■ late fatirer’s tog and faithful services aa a public Officer under the Crown for the apace of forty years ; and that 
this is the only income I enjoy in any way for the aupport ol myself and family. Wiltirm Cmftr. 



103.-SEARCHE11, PACKEK, &c. OF STRANQFOE DONAGHADEE. 



John I - - Searcher, - - Granted 

Earl of Donoughmore. Packer and Gauger, to John Hely 
' within the Ports Hutchinson, 
of Strangford and Provost , of 
Donaghadee, and Trinity Col- 
all the Creeks and lege, and to 
Members there- his assigns, 
unto. • (or 

of Francis 
Hely Hutchinson, Abraham 
Hely Hutchinson, and Robert 
Hely Hutchinson, sons of said 
John Hely Hutchinson and 
the Survivors and Survivor 
I of them. I T 1 j 

In consideraUon of the sarronder of the Office of Alnager ol Ireland, 




- - The Office exists 
on the life of the 
Hon. Ab. A. Hely 
Hutchinson, now 
60 years of age. 
The other two lives, 
namely Francis 
Hely Hutchinson, 
and Richard. Hely 
Hutchinson having 
died some time 
since. 



at a salary of £.1,000 per annum. 

Donoughmore, 



X04.-CUSTOMER AND COLLECTOR OF DEOGHEDA.^OT^ 



Henry Hamilton 



- - Customer and 
Collector of Drog- 
heda, Dundalk and 
Carlingford. 

A Sinecure Office. 



11 December 1833. 



During 

Pleasure. 



- - Patent 
under the 
Great Seal, 
dated 20th 
December 1788, grant- 
ing the Office to Edward 
Hamilton, and Henr)' 
Hamilton, and the Snr- 
vivor. Edward Hamil- 
ton died in 1816. 

e 3 



- 1 - - This Office is 
1 regulated by the 
Irish Act of Parliament, 47 G.3. 
c. 12, which directs that it be 
abolished after the termination 
of the existing interests, and 
also discontinues the Fees for- 
merly payable to the Patentee, 
granting compensation for the 
same. 

Henry Hamilton. 
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NAME ! 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
1 wlietlier for 
Life, 

Good Beliavioiir, 
during Pleasure, 
&C. 


Date of 
Appointment, | 
and by whom 
made, ur under 
wbai Authority. 


Gross 1 

Emoluments ' 
for the i 

Year ending 
5 January 1834. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to snr 
1 Prospective Altet4U«, 
or Reduction 
affecting the Office 

onthetenninationot 

tile existing Interejt. 








1 1 




~~ 



105.*-DEPUTY customer and collector of DROGHEDA. 



Charles Tottenham 


! ' - Deputy Cus- 


Life - - - - By Depu- 


£. s. d. 
112 5 - ! 


£. s. d. 
None 


Collins. 


' tomer and Collec- 


) tation from 


being my : 






tor, Port of Drog- 
heda. 


Edward Hamilton and 
Henry Hamilton, Esqrs. 
dated April 1807, and 
under the authority of 
His Grace the Duke of 
Richmond, then Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. 


compensation 
for loss of 
Fees under 
the Act of 
48 Geo. 3.C. 
56. 





Drogheda, 14 December 1833. 



- * Ceases on ihe 
tenoiiiation of the 
existing interest. 



Charles T, Collins. 



106.— PACKER, SEARCHER AND GAUGER OF WEXFORD. 



T. Orde Lees - 



- - Packer, 


Patent for 


- - In rever- 


504 - - 


None 


Searcher and 


Life. 


sion from his 


Guager of the 




father, Sir 






Port of Wexford. 




John Lees ; 
Patent bear- 
ing date Au- 
gust 1798. 







- - Ceases with 
present possessor's 
life. 



Dublin, 4 December 1833. 



T. Orde Lees. 



107.— CUSTOMER OF YOUGHALL. 



Robert Meade 



Customer of Port 


- - - 1 “ ■ Appointed 


Salary : 


. 


of Youghall. 


1 to the Office 


£.364. 3. 






in \8oi, by Marquis 
Cornwallis. Salary con- 
tinued for Life on sup- 
pression of Office, with 


In lieu of 
Fees : 

£. x6. 17. 






20 1 . Irish currency in 


Gross amount: 






lieu of Fees. 


£.387. 





- - Salary of Office 
ceases on termina- 
tion of existing in- 
terest. 



December 15, 1833. 



Robert Meade. 



108.— SEARCHER, PACKER, &c. OF DUNDALK AND CARLINQFORD. 



Richard Peanefather 



• - Searcher, 


- - By Patent 


Packer aud Gauger 


during plea- 


of Dundalk and 


sure. 


Carlingford, in- 




cluding Newry. 





iSoe. Under 
the Crown. 



154 10 8 



None 



- • By the Act of 
1808 the Fees were 
commuted to a 
fixed annual sum, 
the Office to' cease 
on the death of the 
present Patentee. 
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Appendix, No. 2. 



LETT ER from Lord Ellenborough to George Grote, Esq. Chairman of the 
Committee respecting Sinecures, &c. &c. &c. 



Sm, St. James’s Place, March 21, 1834. 

I ONLY received yesterday afternoon the Order of the Select Committee respecting 
Sinecures, directing “ that there be laid before the Committee a Return of the total amount 
of unclaimed Funds remaining in the hands of the Chief Clerk of the Court of King’s Bench 
at the termination of each year, from the year 1 806 to the year 1 833, both inclusive, together 
with an account of the appropriation of the same, and if any part thereof has been invested 
in Government Securities : Also, an account of the total amount of the Interest that has 
' been received thereon, and the way in which the same has been disposed of.” 

All money paid into Court is immediately paid in at Messrs. H. Hoare’s 8c Company, 
and there placed to the account of the Chief Clerk in the name of the particular causes m 
which it is paid in. All money is paid out of Court upon drafts drawn upon the Chief 
Clerk’s account, by the Signer of the Writs, in the names of the particular causes,' in con- 
seouence of Rules of Court for paying such money out. 

The sums so deposited in the custody of the Chief Clerk as banker of the Court, and 
liable at any time to be drawn out, are, I presume, the same to which the Committee intend 
to refer when they speak of “ unclaimed Funds” in the hands of the Chief Clerk. 

The amount of these Funds in cash at Messrs. Hoare’s, at the several dates mentioned in 
the Order, appears by their books to have been as follows : 







£■ s. 


d. 






£. 


s. 


d. 


Dec. 31, 


1806 


- 12,194 


10 


Dec.3i; 


,1820 - 


- 4,864 


8 




— 


1807 - 


- 12,189 4 


7 


— 


1821 - 


- 3,631 


14 


2 


— 


1808 


- 8,960 9 


11 i 


— 


1822 - 


- 4,940 


6 


2i 


— 


1809 - 


- 9>903 - 


2 1 


— 


1823 - 


- 6,645 


11 


3 


— 


1810 


- ii>687 5 


2 


1 — 


1824 - 


- 7.628 


9 


91 


— 


1811 


8,817 12 


7 1 


— 


1825 - 


- 5,000 


- 


8 


— 


1812 


- 6,586 - 


5 


— 


1826 - 


- 4,287 


- 


8 


— 


1813 - 


• 4,534 10 


10 


— 


1827 - 


- 9,031 


9 


4 


— 


1814 


- 6,692 3 


1 


— - 


1828 - 


- 22,615 


18 


7 i 


— 


1815 - 


- 3498 1 




— 


1829 - 


- 10,066 


17 


10 i 


— 


1816 - 


- 3,929 7 


6 


— 


1830- . 


- 10,871 


6 


9 





1817 


- 3,694 12 


-i 


— 


1831 - 


- 15,228 


2 


6 i 





1818 - 


- 5,822 17 


6 


— 


1832 - 


- 6,631 


6 


9i 


— 


1819 - 


- 4,795 14 


- 


— 


1833 - 


- 10,289 


16 


-i 



In addition to the sums in cash above stated, the Chief Clerk has had during the whole 
period standing in his name, at Messrs. Hoare's, 5,000/. Exchequer Bills. 

These Exchequer Bills were purchased before the 31st of December 1806, with a sum of 
5,000/. detached from the cash account standing in the Chief Clerk’s name, and a small 
further sum of private money. 

The sum of 5,000/. so detached is nearly equal to the accumulation, during 100 years 
from Trinity Term 1 71 7, of Suitors’ money paid into Court and not paid out ; no rule having 
been made by the Court for that purpose. It was the duty of the Chief Clerk to place 
this sum at least, which may be considered in the light of a permanent balance (no part of 
which will probably ever be called for,) beyond the risk of loss, by the possible failure of 
his Bankers, and the possible fraud of the Signer of the Writs. He thereby in^eased his 
own security, and consequently that of the Suitors, to whom he is responsible. Had he not 
made this investment, his Bankers would of course have made it, and it could not matter to 
the Suitors whether the interest of these Exchequer Bills was received by Messrs. Hoare tor 



their benefit, or by the Chief Clerk for his. ■. j v *1 

A sum, amounting to nearly 6,000/., was probably for the same reasons detached by tlie 
late Chief Clerk, Mr. Way, from the Chief Clerk’s cash account at Messrs. Hoare s. 

These Exchequer Bills have remained in the hands of Messrs. Hoare from the 31st 0 
December 1806 to the present time, without addition or diminution ; new Bills being con- 
stantly received in lieu of those paid off, and the interest thereon being disposed of by the 

late Lord ChiefJustice till his death, and since that time by me. ■ . 

The total sum received ou account of such interest, from the 31st of December 1806 
to the 31st of December 1833, appears by the, books of Messrs. Hoare to amount to 

OccasionaUv, but very rarely. Exchequer Bills are deposited in the names of particular 
causes, and delivered again lo the parties in consequence of Rules of Court for dehvermg 
them ; and occasionally also the Court, on the application of the parttes, directs the P^rch^e 
of Exchequer Bills with money paid into Court in the names of Particular causes. Itr noth 
these casi, the interest of the Exchequer Bills is carried to tlie credit of the Particular causes^. 
' There are at present no such Exchequer Bills m the custody of Je Chief Clerk. 

There has been no dealing of any description with the 5,000/. 
the Cash Balance, since the 31st of December 1806. Every sl^rllmg that 
Court since Trinity Term 1717 either been appropriated to the 

the Chief Clerk drawn in the manner before-mentioned by the Signer of the Writs, or now 

e 4 lemains 
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remains in the shape of Cash or Exchequer Bills in the hands of Messrs. Hoare, standing in 
the Chief Clerk’s name, ready to answer such drafts as may be made hereafter by^the 
authority of the Court. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir. 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
ELLENBOROUGH. 



Appendix, No. 3 A. 



Copy PATENT of Constable of Dublin Castle to John Hichard Bruce 0‘N«7/. 

GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and so forth : TO all unto whom these presents 
shall come. Greeting : Whekeas by Our Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Our 
kingdom of Ireland, hearing date the day of November One thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-four, in the twenty-fifth year of Our reign, We did give and grant unto the 
Honourable William John Skiffington the office or place of Constable of Our Castle of 
Dublin, To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said office or pl^^ce for and during the term 
of his natural life : And whereas the said William John Skiffington is since deadj Now 
know ye. That We of Our special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, by and with 
the advice and consent of Our right trusty and right entirely beloved cousin and councillor 
Charles Duke of Richmond, Our Lieutenant General and General Governor of that part 
of Our said United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, called Ireland, have given and 
granted, and by these presents We do give and grant, unto Our tiusty and weil-beloved 
John Richard Bruce O'Neill, the said of&e or place of Constable of Our said Castle of 
Dublin, and him the said John Richard Bruce O'Neill, Constable of Our said Castle 
of Dublin, We do by these presents make, constitute and ordain: And further of Our 
special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent 
aforesaid, We have given and granted, and by these presents We do give and grant, unto 
the said John Richard Bruce O'Neill, the ancient fee or salary of Twenty pounds by the 
year, together with all and singular the fees, profits, wages, salaries, advantages, commo- 
dations, emoluments, allowances, augmentations now on the civil establishment of that 
part of Our said United Kingdom, called Ireland, rights, liberties, privileges, authorities, 
pre-eminences and jurisdictions whatsoever unto the said office or place belonging or apper- 
taining, To have, hold, enjoy and exercise the said office or place unto him, the said John 
Richard Bruce O'Neill, during Our pleasure, said office or place to be executed and exer- 
cised by tbe said John Richard Bruce O'Neill, or his sufficient deputy, during Our pleasure 
as aforesaid ; and to have, hold and enjoy the said ancient fee or salary of Twenty pounds 
by the year, together with all and singular the fees, profits, wages, salaries, advantages, 
commodatious, emoluments, allowances, augmentations, now on the civil list establTsh- 
ment of that part of Our said United Kingdom, called Ireland, rights, liberties, privileges, 
authorities, pre-eminences and jurisdictions whatsoever unto the said office or place 
belonging or appertaining, and also full power and authority to exercise the said office during 
Our pleasure as aforesaid, in as large, ample and beneficial manner, to all intents and 
purposes whatsoever, as the said William John Skiffington, or any other person or persons, 
formerly held or enjoyed, or of right ought to have held and enjoyed the same: And further 
of Our special grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, by and with the advice and 
consent aforesaid, We will, and by these presents grant, that these Our Letters Patent, or 
the enrolment of them, shall be in all things firm, good, valid and effectual in the law, unto 
him the said John Richard Bruce O'Neill, as well in all Our Courts within that part of 
Our said United Kingdom, called Ireland, as elsewhere wheresoever: Provided always. 
That these Our Letters Patent be enrolled in the Rolls of Our High Court of Chancery, in 
that part of Our said United Kingdom, called Ireland, within the space of six months next 
ensuing the date of these presents, although no express mention be made of the true 
year^ value or certainty of the premdo or of any other gifts or grants heretofore made 
~y of f^or progenitors of the premises in tliese presents : In witness whereof 

We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent, Witness Our aforesaid Lieutenant 
General and General Governor of Ireland at Dublin, the twentieth day of May, in the 
fifty-first year of Our reign. 

Westmeath. 

Inrolled in the office of the Rolls of His Majesty’s Court of Chancery 
in Ireland, the first day of June, in the fifty-first year of the reign of 
King George the Third, and examined by 

Bichard Hetherington, D. K'’ of the Rolls. 

Ex5, Th& BourcUer, Depv Clk. of the Crown &- (l.s.) 

(A true copy.) Extracted from the books in the Vice Treasurer’s Office, 

Dublin Castle,i4th day of June 1825. 

W. Blacker, Vice Treasurer. 

T7 Constable of the Castle of Dublin on His Majesty’s Civil List 

stablisnment is, £.365 per annum, and also an allowance in lieu of lodgings of £. 70 per 

annum, on said 12ml List. ^ 

Office 
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Office Copy from the Rolls Chapel of the Eecoed of the DEED of SUR- 
RENDER to His Majesty George III. by -fames Erfwjarrl Viscount Fitzharris, of 
the Pension of f.1,200 per Annum, on receiving Grant of the Office of Governor 
of the hie of Wight. ' 

TO all to whom these presents shall come, I, James Edward Harris, commonly called 
Lord Viscount Fitzharris, send Greeting : Whebeas His most Excellent Majesty 
King George the Third was graciously pleased by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, bearing date the twenty-eighth day of 
April, in the forty-first year of His said Mmesty’s reign, to grant and allow untome, the said 
James Edward Harris, (commonly called Lord Viscount Fitzharris,) during the term of my 
natural life, an Annuity or yearly Pension of One thousand two hundred pounds, to com- 
mence from the day of the decease of James Earl of Malmesbury, and to be paid by the 
dav to the quarterly day of payment then next ensuing, and from thenceforth quarterly, 
ai the four most usual days of payment in the year by even and equal portions; provided 
that the same should be suspended when and so long and as often from time to time as I 
should be and continue in possession of any office, place or employment, of the annual 
value of One thousand two hundred pounds or upwards: And whereas His said Majesty 
has been graciously pleased by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, bearing date on the twenty-second day of August last, to 
grant unto me, the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris,) the 
several offices of Governor and Captain of the Isle of Wight, and of Governor and Captain 
of the Castle of Carisbrooke and of all His Majesty’s Castles and Fortresses whatsoever in 
the same Isle, (Cowes or Cous Castle, Yarmouth Castle, and Sandon or Sandovvn Fort in 
the same Isle excepted,) and of Constable and Doorkeeper of the said Castle of Carisbrook, 
and Steward; Surveyor, Receiver and Bailiff of all His Majesty’s lordships, manors, lands, 
tenements, possessions, hereditaments, woods and underwoods, and other revenues, profi.ts 
and commodities in the said Isle, and of Keeper of the Park of Carisbrooke, and of Master 
of the Duckoy, and of Coroner in the said Isle ; To hold the said offices with all rights, 
powers, privileges and advantages thereunto respectively belonging, to me the said James 
Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) for and during the term of my natural 
life : Now know ye. That I, the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Lord Viscount 
Fitzharris,) in consideration of the said last-mentioned grant, and for divers other good 
causes and considerations me hereunto moving, have surrendered and yielded up, and by 
these presents do surrender and yield up unto our said Sovereign Lord George the Third 
the said Annuity or yearly Pension of One thousand two hundred pounds so granted to me 
as aforesaid, and all my right, title and interest, claim and demand whatsoever, of in and 
to the same and every part thereof, from the day of the date of these presents, and also 
the said Letters Patent by which the same was wanted as aforesaid : In witness whereof, 
I, the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Lord Viscount Fitzharris,) have hereunto 
set my hand and seal, this twenty-fourth day of August, in the forty-seventh year of the 
reign of His said Majesty King George the Third, and in the year of our Lord One thousand 
eignt hundred and seven. Fitzharris. -p 

And be it remembered. That on the thirteenth day of April, in tlie year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and eight, the aforesaid James Edward Harris (commonly 
called Lord Viscount Fitzharris) came before our said Lord the King in His Chancery, and 
acknowledged the deed poll aforesaid, and all and every thing therein contained and specified 
in form above written, and also the deed poll aforesaid was stampt according to the tenor of 
the statutes made for that purpose. 



Inrolled the fourteenth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and eight. 



This is a true copy from the original Record remaining in the Chapel of the 
Rolls, having been examined. 



Tko. Leach. 



Office Copy from the RotLs Chapel of the Record of the LETTERS PATENT 
and GRANT to James Edward Viscount Fitzharris, now Earl of Malmesbury , of the 
' Office of Governor of the Isle of Wight, &.c. &c. 

GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God, &c. : TO all to whom these presents shall 
come greeting- Know ye, That We, for and in consideration of the good and faithful 
service to Us performed by 0 ur trusty and well beloved J ames Edward Haras, Esquire (com- 
monly called Viscount Fitzhan-is) and for divers good causes and considerations Ls at this 
present especially moving, of Our especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, have 
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given and granted, and by these presents, for Us, Our heirs and successors, do give and 
grant unto the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharns) the office 
of Governor and Captain of all Our Isle of Wight in Our county of Southampton, and the 
office of Governor and Captain of Our Castle of Cansbrooke, and of all Our Castles and 
Fortresses whatsoever in the same Isle (Cowes or Cous Castle, Yarmouth Castle, and Sandon 
or Sandown Fort in the same Isle excepted), and also the office of Constable and Doorkeeper 
of the said Castle of Carisbrooke, and the offices of Steward, Surveyor, Receiver and Bailiff 
of all and singular Our lordships, manors, lands, tenements, possessions and hereditaments 
whatsoever in the same Isle, and also of all and singular Our woods and underwoods what- 
soever, and other Our revenues, profits and commodities whatsoever now howsoever being 
in Our hands in the said Isle, and of all other manors, lands, tenements, woods, underwoods 
and hereditaments whatsoever which shall hereafter, by any ra^ns whatsoever happen to 
come to Our hands in the same Isle, and him the said James Edward Harris (commonly 
called Viscount Fitzharris) Governor and Captain of all Our said Isle of Wight and Castle 
of Carisbrooke, and of all other Our Castles and Fortresses whatsoever in Our said Isle 
(except before excepted), and also Constable and Doorkeeper of the same Castle of Caris- 
brooke, and Steward, Surveyor, Receiver and Bailiff of all and singular Our lordships, 
manors, lands, tenements, woods, underwoods, possessions and hereditaments, and of 
other Our revenues, profits and commodities whatsoever, now by any means in Our 
hands in the said Isle, and of all Our manors, lands, tenements, woods, underwoods, 
possessions and hereditaments whatsoever, which shall hereafter by any means whatsoever 
happen to come to Our hands in the same Isle, We do make, ordain and constitute by these 
presents, to have, hold, occupy, exercise and enjoy all and singular the said offices and 
every of them, with all and singular rights, authorities, pre-eminences and appurtenances 
whatsoever to the same offices and each of them in anywise belonging, appertaining or 
incident, or at any time heretofore used with the same offices or any of them, to the said 
James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris,) by himself or his sufficient 
deputy or deputies, (theDeputy Governor of the said Isle and also the Governor of Cowes or 
Cous Castle, the Goveimor of tarmouth Castle, and the Governor of Sandon or Sandown Fort 
in Our. said Isle of Wight to be from time to time nominated and appointed by Us,) for 
and during the term of ^e natural life of the said James Edward Hams (commonly called 
Viscount fitzharris) ; We have also given and granted, and do by these presents, for Us, 
Our heirs and successors, give and grant unto the said James Edward Harris (commonly 
csilled Viscount Fitzharris), for the occupation and exercise of all the said offices, the wages 
and fees of thirteen shillings and sixpence a day, to have, hold, enjoy and yearly to levy and 
receive and yearly to retain in the hands of the said James Edward Harris (commonly 
called Viscount Fitzharris), the same wages and fees of thirteen shillings and sixpence a 
day to the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) for and during 
his continuance in the said offices, out of the rents, issues, profits and revenues whatsoever, 
of all and singular Our lordships, manors, lands, tenements, possessions and hereditaments 
whatsoever now being in Our hands in the said Isle, and of all other manors, lands, tene- 
ments, possessions and hereditaments whatsoever now being in Our hands in the said Isle, 
and of all other manors, lands, tenements, possessions and hereditaments whatsoever, which 
by, any means whatsoever shall hereafter happen to come to Our hands in the said Isle, as 
well by his own proper hands and to be retained in his own proper hands, as by the hands 
of the bailiffs, farmers, tenants and other occupiers whatsoever of the same for the time 
being; and out of the rents, profits, issues and revenues of all and singular Our manors, 
lands, tenements, possessions and hereditaments whatsoever, now by any means being in 
dur hands in Our county of Southamptou, and of all other manors, lands, tenements, posses- 
sions and hereditaments whatsoever, which shall hereafter by any means happen to come to 
Our hands in the same county, by the hands of the Receiver General or any other Receiver 
of the same for the time being, (if the issues, rents, profits and revenues of Our said manors, 
lands, tenements, possessions and hereditaments in the said Isle, shall at any time hereafter not 
be sufficient for the payment of the said fees) at the feasts of the Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and Saint Michael the Archangel, by equal portions yearly to be paid; together 
with all and singular other profits, commodities and emoluments whatsoever to the said 
offices and any of them in anywise belonging, appertaining or incident, or at any time used 
with the same offices or any of them, in as full and ample manner and form (except before 
excepted) as Thomas Lord Bolton deceased, or any others heretofore having and occu- 
pying the said offices, or any of them, had and received, or ought to have had and 
received the same : And further of Our more ample grace, certain knowledge and mere 
motion, for the considerations aforesaid, We have given and granted, and do by these 
presents for Us, Our heirs and successors, give and grant unto the said James Edward 
Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris), that he, the said James Edward Harris 
(commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) shall have a Deputy to serve under him iri the 
said office of Governor and Captain, and from time to time to be nominated and appointed 
by Us in this behalf as aforesaid; and that the said James Edward Harris (commonly 
called Viscount Fitzharris) shall have for such Deputy under him the wages of two 
shillings by the day ; We have also given and granted, and do by these presents 
said service, will, give and grant unto the said James Edward Harris (commonly called 
Viscount Fitzharris,) that he, so long as he shall exercise the said office of Captain as afore- 
said, shall have thirteen men to serve under him in the said Isle from time to time, to be 
assigned and appointed by the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount 
Fitzharris), and by him to be removed from the said service at his pleasure ; and that the 
said James Edvyard Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) shall have, for each of the 
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said thirteen men, the wages of sixpence a day for and during his continuance in the said 
offices ; and that further, for the greater security of those wages to be paid to the said James 
Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) We nave given and granted, and do 
by these presents, for Us, Our heirs and successora, give and grant unto the said James 
Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) for such Deputy under him the wages 
and fee of two shillings a day, and for each of the said thirteen men the wages and fee of 
sixpence a day, to have and yearly to receive the same wages and fees of two shillings a day 
for such deputy, and sixpence a day for each of the said thirteen men to the said Janies 
Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) as long as he the said James Edward 
Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) shall exercise the said offices and Captain 
and Constable, out of the rents, issues, profits and revenues aforesaid, and in Our said county 
in form aforesaid, as well by his own proper hands, and to be retained in his own proper 
hands, as by the hands of the bailiffs, farmers, tenants and other occupiers whatsoever of 
the said manors and other the premises for the time being, and by the hands of the said 
Receiver, to be paid yearly at the feasts aforesaid, by equal portions : And further, of Our 
especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, and for the considerations aforesaid. 
We have given and granted, and do by these presents, for Us, Our heirs and successors, give 
and grant, unto the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) the 
officer of Keeper and custody of Our park of Carisbrooke, in Our said Isle, and of all and 
singular the messuages, houses, lodges, structures, lauds, tenements, soil and ground 
whatsoever of the said Park, or within the same Park, lying or being known by the name of 
Carisbrooke Park, and their and every of their appurtenances lying and being in Our. said 
Isle in Our county of Southampton, and the revenues thereof; and also the office of 
Master of the Duckoy of Wild Fowl, as well within Our said Park ks within Our Forest 
there, and within and through the whole Isle aforesaid, with the wages, fees, rewards and 
commodities to the same office belonging, appertaining or incident ; and also the wa^s and 
fee of two-pence a day for the exercise and occupation of the said office of Keeper of the said 
Park; and^ him, the said James Edward Flarris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris), 
Keeper of Our said Park of Carisbrooke, and Master of the Duckoy of Wild Fowl there 
and within Our said Forest and whole Isle aforesaid. We do make, ordain and constitute 
bv these presents, To have, enjoy, exercise and occupy the said office of Keeper and the 
custody of Our said Pafk of Carisbrooke, and the said office of Master of the Duckoy of 
Wild Fowl as aforesaid, together with all pre-eminences, custoiM and commodities to the 
same offices and custody, and either of them belonging, or with the same offices at any time 
used, to the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzhams), by himself, 
or his sufficient deputy, for and during the term of his natural life, and to have, hold and 
eniov the said custody of all and singular the said messuages, houses, lodges, structures, 
lands, tenements, soil and ground of the said Park, known by the name of Cansbrooke 
Park with their and every of their appurtenances, and the revenues ffiereot, to the 
sa’d James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris), and his assigns, tor 
and during the term of his natural life, to the only and proper use of him the said 
James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) and his assigns, without 
account or any other thing to be rendered, paid or done to Us for the same ; and to have and 
yearly to receive the said wages and fee of two-pence a day for the exercise and occupation 
of the said office of Keeper, and the custody of the said Park, to the said James Edward 
Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris), out of the said rente, issues and revenues 
in Our Isle and county aforesaid, during his continuance in the said offices, as well by his 
own proper hands, and to be retained in his own proper hands, as by the hands of the 
bailiff^ £rmers, tenants and other occupiers whatsoever, and of the 

manors lands, tenements, hereditaments and other the premises for the time being, to be 
paid yearly at the feasts aforesaid, by equal portions : Provided always, and We will. That 
ft shad and may be lawful to and for Us, at any time hereafter, at Our will and pleyure. 
to stook tke Jd Park with deer aod other wM leasts there to 



repXou“re Snvl^enr there, and saoh de« and other wild beast. 

L?ine or beinff in the said Park from time to time to hunt take, hold or carry away at 
^ -f....,.,, anything in these presents contained to the contrary thereof not 

rtaptain of the said Isle for the time being to 
of all process whatsoever, and all- mandates 
whatsoever, of Our predecess„is;for ftem and o^ijin tfes^^sl^ and 

lOut the said Isle, and yet that such proc^ 
liilu pypcuted and that Our said servant tr 



whatsoever, of Our predecessois, tor tnt 
being willing that the inhabitants withi 
shenlf, or any other officers or ministp, 






cerEain knowledge and me“m’^ition, ^co°un't 

as aforesaid, may have and Mia i ^ , U a„„n,ons, extracts and 

writs, precepts, bills and and- mandates whatsoever, of Our 

precepts of Our ^ and pleas of the Fores^t. 

Justices in Eyre, as well tor pleas oi i o+ttnrhmpnts as well for pleas of the 

and of other Justices and Commissioner wha sM^^^^^^ 

Crown as other pleas whatsoever, with hereditaments whatsoever in the same 

manors, lands, tenements, pojfXr^hSs « 

Isle, and to do and perform all other things whateoever m V ^ ^ 

hereafter ought to belong, to the office of shenff, so that no sherUt, 
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minister of the said Tsle, or any lordships, manors, lands, tenements, possessions, fees and 
hereditaments in the said Isle, may enter or intermeddle himself to make or execute the said 
distresses, and attachments or executions of writs, precepts, mandates, bills, summons and 
extracts, or any of them, nor for any office, or any thing touching his office in the premises 
during his continuance in the said office, unless in default of the said James Edward Harris 
(commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) and his ministers : And moreover We, for the con- 
siderations aforesaid, have granted, and do by these presents, for Us, Our heirs and suc^ 
cessors, grant to the said James Edward Hards (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) the 
office of Our coroner in the said Isle, and him the said James Edward Harris (commonlv 
called Viscount Fitzharris) Our coroner in the said Isle, We do make, ordain and con- 
stitute by these presents to do, exercise and execute all and singular things in the said Isle 
which belong and hereafter may belong to Our coroner-, and to the office of coroner, as often 
and whomsoever need and necessity ^lall be, as fully as any other Our coroner by reason 
of his office, or by reason of any statutes, may or ought to do, if this Our present sTant 
had not been made ; And whereas there may be many things, the declaration whereor mav 
hereafter be necessary for the government of Our said Isle, which in these Our letters 
patent are not expressed, We intimately considering the provident circumspection and 
industry of the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris), and fully 
confiding therein, and being willing, that as well all those things as whatsoever shall be 
judged necessary to the same, should be at the nomination, assignation and ordination of 
the said James Edward Harris (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris) from time to time 
(except before excepted) as long as the said James Edward Harris (commonly called 
Viscount Fitzharris) shall continue in the said office, We will, and do by these presents 
ordain, assign, authorize and constitute the said James Edward Harris (commonly called 
Viscount Fitzharris) to act, do and execute all and singular things which in the s4edule 
signed witli Our sign manual, and to these Our letters patent annexed, are specified and 
expressed, and to nominate, assign and appoint all and singular persons to any services or 
any work or works, or any office m the same Schedule specified, and from time to time to 
remove the same persons from the same sei-vices, works and offices, and from time to time 
to nominate, assign and appoint others in their places and services, and for the payment of 
all and singular such wages and fees, and other sums of money, which in the said Schedule 
are expressed, to the said James Edward Harris (commonly cafled Viscount Fitzharris) for 
the payment and other Our purposes and services in the same Schedule mentioned from 
timetohme to be done; We will also, and do by by these presents, grant unto the said 
James Edward Hams (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris,) full power and authority 
that he, as long as he shall exercise the said office of Governor and Captain as aforesaid 
shall and may yearly, and from time to time, by virtue of these Our letters patent without 
any warrant, have receive and perceive all and singular such wages and fees, and other 
sums of money which are declared in the said Schedule, out of the issues, rents revenues 
and profits whatsoever, of all and singular lordships, manors, lands, tenements, posses- 
sions and hereditaments whatsoever now by any means in Our hands in the said Isle and 
of all other lordships, lands, tenements, possessions and hereditaments whatsoever which 
by any means hereafter shall happen to come to Our hands in the same Isle, as well bv his 
and to be retained m his own proper hands, as by the hands of the 
bailiffs, farmers, tenants and other occupiers whatsoever of them for the time bein^ for the 
payment and other purposes and service in the said Schedule to these Our letteFs patent 
annexed specified; and for the greater security to the said James Edward Harris (com- 
monly called Viscount Fitzharns,) of the yearly payment, as well of the said wages and 
f Harris, (commoaly called Viscoult Fite 

of >n these Our letters patent, and in the said 

Schedule specified and dedared for Our purposes and services to be made. We will and do 
by these presents, for Us, Our heirs and successors, grant to the said James Edward Harris 
(commonlv cal ed Viscount Fitzharris,) that if the^ssues. rents, revenues and profi”of 
Our said lordships, manors, lands, tenements, possessions and hereditaments in?)ursaid 
Isle yearly growing and arising, shall not happen to be sufficient for thTpaUenVof The 

iTteerllatenrrd thTTched 7^1, " “"y f ‘'>'= ‘»ourTf these C^ur 

mZr/ n- r Schedule to the same letters patent annexed, then the said James 
Edward Hams (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris,) by virtue of these Our lettos 
patent, without any other warrant or mandate, shall and may year°y “nd from time to 
O TT™ and singular the said wages TeJs Jd sums of monTy n 

“uesTnd prTteTkT C'mT'^ “ »f “'a issTes. Lts. rTve- 

ThaSever oT the General, or any other Receiver 

HmrbelMshal Ivea^ time being; and that the same Receiver General for the 

S7)T^or’;^ sSVaief 

mTnots lands ''avenues and profits of Our said lordships, 

sTid Tordslibs' landT hereditaments in Our said Isle, and other Om’ 

Southampton ’vearlv’eTw1Tv‘'^“u'’°“®®'°°c hereditaments in Onr said county of 
ontnan.pton, yearly growing and arising, shall not bo sufficient for the payment of the 

said 
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said wages fees and sums of money, or any of them, according to the tenour of these Our 
letters patent, and the Schedule to the same letters patent annexed, then, and so often, 
the several and particular wages fees and other sums of money in the said Schedule men- 
tioned, amounting in the whole to Two hundred eighty and five pounds eleven shillings and 
nine-pence, shall be yearly, from time to time payable and paid to the said James Edwaid 
Harris, (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris,) at the feasts of the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Michael the Archangel, by equal portions, out of Our 
treasure, at the receipt of Our Exchequer at Westminster, by the hands of Our Treasurer or 
(commissioners of Our Treasury, Under Treasurer and Chamberlains of Our Exchequer there 
for the time being ; Wherefore We will and do, by these presents, grant to the said James 
Edward Harris, (commonly called Viscount Filzharris,) that he, for and during his natural 
life, shall fully have, hold, enjoy and use all and singular the said premises, according to 
the tenour of these Our letters patent, without impeachment, hindrance, disturbance, trouble 
or grievance of Us Our Justices, Escheators, Sherriffs or other Bailiffs or Ministers whatso- 
ever : We will moreover, and do by these presents, for Us, Our heirs and successors, grant, 
and strictly enjoining, command, as well Our Treasurer, or Commissioners of Our Treasury, 
Under Treasurer, Chamberlains and Barons of Our Exchequer, as the Receiver General in 
Our said county for the time being, and all and singular other Our officers and ministers, 
and also Our tenants and farmers of the premises whatsoever, and others whomsoever to 
whom it anywise belongs or hereafter may belong, and every of them, that they, and every 
of them, upon showing of these Our letters patent, or the enrolment thereof, do from time 
to time make and cause to be made, full whole and due payment, allowance, deduction, 
acquittance and discharge of and in all and singular- the premises to the said James 
Edward Harris, (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris,) and his assigns, without any other 
writ, warrairt or mandate from Us, to be procured or obtained ; and that they do in no wise 
molest the said James Edward Harris, (commonly called Viscount Fitzharris,) or his 
assigns, contrary to the tenour of these Our letters patent, and the showing of these Our 
letters patent, or the enrolment thereof, shall be yearly, and from time to time to Our said 
Treasurer, or Commissioners of Our Treasury, Under Treasurer, Chamberlains and Barons 
of Our Exchequer, and to the Receiver General in the said county for the time being, and 
to all other Our officers and ministers, and all others to whom it anywise belongs, or here- 
after may belong, and to every of them, a sufficient warrant and discharge in this behalf; 
And furtlier \V^ will and do, by these presents, for Us, Our heirs and successors, strictly 
enjoining, charge and command all tenants in the said Isle, and other freemeri m the same, 
and others whom it may concern in the premises, that they be attendant, aiding and obe- 
dient to the said James Edward Harris, (commonly called Vrsoount Frtzharns,) in all 
things as becometh : Lastly, We will and do by these presents, for Us Our heirs and suc- 
cessL, grant to the said James Edward Harris, (eommoiily called Viscount Fitzliarrrs ) 
that these Our letters patent, or the enrolment thereof, shall be, m and by all things good, 
firm valid, sufacient and effectual in the law, to and against Ds, as well m all Our courts as 
elsewhere within Our kingdom of Great Britain, without any conflrinations, licenses or 
tolerations from Us hereafter to be procured or obtained, notwithstanding the ill-naming 
or iil-reciting, or not naming or not rightly and certainly reciting the sard Park, messuages, 
lands, tenei^ents and other the premises aforesaid, above, in or by these presents specified 
or granted, or mentio.ied to be granted, or any part or parcel thereof ; and notwiftstandmg 
the not naming, or ill or uncertain naming, any former letters patent grant or g ant^ 
lease or leases, gift or gifts of the premises aforesaid or of any parcel thereof ' eretofore 
made, being of record or not of record; and iiotwithstandmg toat true, fall and 
mention is Sot made of Our lordships, manors, lands, tenements and heieditaments m the 
Isle and County aforesaid, or either of them, or of the nanies of the tenants farmers^^ 
occupiers of the same, or any of the premises aforesard, or of “7 
withkandmg any variance, uncertainty, contrariety, omission, not 

anv other defect or defects in these Oar letters patent specified, made or contained , and 
notwithstanding any other defects in not naming, or not rightly, 

the nature, kind, species, quantity and quality of the premises, or any parcelthereof . In 
witness, &c. Witness, &c., the twenty-second day of August. 

Bv Writ of Priw Seal. 

Charles the hi^t, ana | nf Sandown Fort, amounting to the sum of Four 

tad”rfd Ind terpounds twelve shillings and sinpenee payable out of the Exchequer. 



At 



are as followeth i l au j. 
the Castle of Carishr^ke two ar— one 

riXeiw°r?gl!rarsfxpe ^ 

“irsTdrm Bay. one porter at eight-pence the day, and three gunners at sixpence 

*A?VFest Cowes, a porter at eight-pence the day, and three gunners at sixpence apleCe 

‘'“If^armouth Castle, a porter at eight-pence the day. and three gunners at sixpence the 
day apiece. ^ ^ At 
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At Sharpnod and Worsley’s Tower, a porter at eight-pence the day, and three gunners at 
sixpence the day ; by the year, one hundred fifty-eight pounds three shillings and fourpence. 

• The Ranger of the Forest, by the year, six pounds thirteen shillings and four-pence. 

The two Riding Foresters, by the year, one hundred shillings. 

The Steward ot Knighton Court, by the year, twenty-six shillings and eight-pence. 

The Foreign Bailiff of the Isle, hy the year, four pounds. 

The Reeve of Nyton, by the year, ten shillings ; yearly allowances to the Reeve of Nyion 
for rent decayed, by the year, twenty shillings nine-pence and one halfpenny. 

. A perpetuity to the Vicar of the Castle of Carisbrooke, by the year, six pounds tlrirleeu 
shillings and four-pence. 

Paid to the proprietor of the grouad called Lynne, for the pasture of certain beasts going 
there, forty shillings. 

The Parson of Wheppingham,for the tithe of Ciaybrook.by the year, five shillings. 

■ To the Archdeacon ofWinton for the presentation and sinodallof Godshiiland Carisbrooke, 
twenty-four shillings one penny and halfpenny. 

Allowance for certain pensions, twenty-three pounds fifteen shillings and eight-pence. 

Allowance for a certain portion of tithe appointed to the Vicar of Carisbrooke, sixty 
shillings. 

Allowance to the Farmer of the Priory <of Cansbrooke for making the defence against 
the forest, hy the year, sixteen shillings. 

Allowance, every third year, ten shillings, paid to the Bishop of Winton for his triennial 
visitation, by the year, three shillings and four-pence. 

To the Reeve of the manor of Ash, twenty shillings. 

The particular sums above-mentioned do, in the whole, amount unto two hundred eighty- 
five pounds eleven shillings and nine-pence. 

The total yearly ordinary charges of the said Isle (over and beyond the charges of the new 
FortofSandon or Sandown. aforesaid,) six hundred and ninety pounds two shillings and 
seven-pence, in which sum is compreWded the sum of four hundred and four pounds ten 
shillings and ten-pence, payable for fees and wages expressed in the patent, and the above- 
mentioned sum of two hundred eighty-five pounds eleven shillings and nine-pence for fees 
and payments expressed in the Schedule. 



This is a true copy from the original Record remaining in the Chapel of the Rolls, 
having been examined. 

Tko. Leach. 



Copy of the GRANT of the Seal Office. 



DUKE OF GRAFTON. RECEIVER OF THE SEAL OFFICE. 

CHARLES the Second, by the Grace of God King of England, Scotland, France and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. : TO Our right trusty and right well-beloved Cousin 
and Councellor Anthony Earle of Shaftesbury, Our Chancellor of England, Greeting : 
WE will and comand you, that under Our said Great Seale, (in your custody being,) you 
cause these OurLres to bee made forthPatents in forme following, Charles the Second, 2cc.: 
TO all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting : Whereas by Our Indenture, under 
Our Great Seale of England, bearing date the Seaventh day of August, in the twelfth 
yeare of Our reigne, and made betweene Oiirselfe of the one part, and James Earle of 
Suffolke of the other part (reciting as in the said Indenture is recited) : And for the con- 

sideracons therein expressed, Wee did for Us, Our heirs and successors, give, grant, demise 
and to farme lett unto the said James Earle of Suffolke, and his assigns, all and singuler 
the receipts, revenues, yearely profitts, sume and sumes of money, and other comodities 
whatsoever, which should might or ought to arrise, come, growe or bee due unto Us, Our 
heires and successors, att any time or times in or during the terme of yeares afterwards in and 
by the said Indenture Emitted and expressed of for or by reason of the sealing of any writts, 
exemplificacons or other things whatsoever which before that time had beene used to be 
sealed, or afterwards should or ought to be sealed with the seale or seales which then were 
or afterwards in or during the terme of yeares thereinafter menconed should be in or for 
the courts in Our Realme of England, coihonly called the King’s Bench and Common 
Pleas, or either of them, or with any of the same Seales: And further, Wee did thereby 
ordaine, constitute, create and appointe the said James Earle of Suffolke, and his assignee, 
not only to be the Receiver Generali of all the said revenues, profits and sUmes of money 
which should or might come or growe by reason of the sealing of any of the said writts, 
exemplifications or other things with the said several! Beales or either of them ; but also to 
bee comptroller and overseer of all writts and other things which should or ought to bee 
sealed with the said several! seales or either of them, and of the ensealing of the same, 
and of the smne and sumes of money payable for the sealing of the same ; To have and to 
hold all the said receipts, revenues, yearly profitts, sume and sumes of money, and all other 
the profitts and comodities aforesaid, together with the said offices and Roccivor and Comp- 
irollor and authorities aforemenconed, unto the said James Earle- of Suffolke, his executors 

and 
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and assigns, to his and theire owne proper use, for and during the teime of one and twenty 
yeares, to hee, accounted from the time of the makeing of the said Indenture, and thenca- 
forth imediately following fully to bee compleat and ended, (if a grant thereof therein 
menconed to bee made unto Sir Robert Killigrew of London, knight, then deceased, by 
Our late Royall Father, by his Indenture, hearing date the two and twentieth day of March, 
in the second yeare of his reigne,) were then void or determined; or if the same revenues, 
profitts and premisses were tlien in Our hands in possession to bee disposed ; and if the 
same grant thereof made to th'e said Sir Robert Killigrew as aforesaid were not then void 
or determined, then from the time wherein the same grant, by the end or expiration of the 
said terme of forty yeares, thereby granted, or surrender or forfeiture thereof, or by any 
other waies or meanes should happen to beecome void for and during the terme of one and 
twenty yeares, to bee accounted from the time of such expiracon, surrender or forfeiture, and 
thenceforth imediately following, fully to bee compleate and ended for and under the severall 
yearly rents, payments and condicons in and hy the same Indenture, limitted, expressed 
and declared, as thereby more plainelyand att large may appeare: Now know yee, That Wee, 
for and in consideracon of the great love and affeccon Wee have and beare unto the Lord 
George Fitzroy, sometimes called the Lord George Palmer, one of Our naturall sons by 
Barbara Dutchesse of Cleveland, and for divers’ other good causes and consideracons, Us 
hereunto especially moveing of our especiall grace, cerlaine knowledge and meere mocon, 
have given, granted, demised and to farme letten ; and by these presents, for Us, Our 
heires and successors, doe give, grant, demise and to farme lett unto the said Lord George 
Fitzroy, and the heires males of his body lawfully begotten and to bee begotten, all and 
singular the receipts, revenues, yeaiely profits, sume and sumes of money, and other 
couiodities whatsoever, which shall, may or ought to arrise, come, grow or bee due unto 
Us, Our heires and successors, att any time or times hereafter, of for or by reason of the 
seaHng any writts, exemplificacons or other things whatsoever, which heretofore have been, 
used to bee sealed, or hereafter shall or ought to bee sealed with the scale or scales which 
now bee or att any time or times hereafter shall be in or for the courts within Our Realrae 
of England, comonly called the King's Bench and Common Pleas, or either of them, or 
with any of the same scales : And further, of Our more especiall grace, certaine knowledge 
and meere mocon, Wee have ordeined, constituted, created and appointed, aud by these 
presents, for Us, Our heires and successors, doe ordeine, constitute, create and appoint 
the said’Lord George Fitzroy, and the heires males of his body, the Receiver and Receivers 
Generali of all the said revenues, profits and sumes of money which shall or may come or 
srowe bv reason of the sealing of any of the said writs, exemplifications or other things 
with the said severall scales, or either of them, and also Comptroller and Comptrollers, Over- 
seer and Overseers of all Writts and other things which shall or ought to bee sealed with the 
said severall scales, or either of them, and of the ensealing of the same, and of the sume 
and sumes of money payable for the scaling of the sarne ; To have and to hold all the s^aid 
receipts, revenues, yearly profits, sume and sumes of money, and all ^her the profitts 
and comodities aforesaid, and also to hold, exercise and enjoy the said offices of Keceivor 
and Comptroller and authorities before-mentioned unto the said Lord George Fitzroy and 
the heires males of his body, to bee exercised by him and themselves or by his and theire 
sufficient deputy or deputies, to the onely propper use and behoofe of him the ^id George 
Lord Fitzroy, and the heires males of his body for ever, imediately from and after the 
end expiracon. surrender, forfeiture or other sooner determination of the terme. estate and 
interest of thesaid James Earle of Suffolke.his executorsand assignees m the premises, if the 
said terme and estate bee now in full force and being, or otherwise, it the same be void 01 any 
way ceased or determined, then imediately from henceforth, yielding and paying U'etefo e 
yearly and every yeare (imediately from and attei- thrs Our grant shall take efleot m 
posseLion and irot otherwise), nnto Us. Our heires and successors, into the receipt of the 
Hananer in the Court of Chancery, to the hands of the clarke of the said Hanaper for the 
tae being or to his deputy, to the use of Us, Our heires and successors the severall yearely 
rents hereafter meuchned and expressed, (that is to say) of and for the proffitts of the Seal 
Tf tL said Co“t coihonly called the Court of King's Bench, one yearely rent of F ve 
hundred three score and nine pounds and ton shillings of lawful! money of England, and also 
nounds Yearly, which sometimes was cncreased, rent, and of and 
rtSfproffitU of th^aStaH^^^^ Court, coffionly called the Court of Cemon 

' Fleas oL yearely rent of Nine hundred fouce score and foure pounds and foure ' 

AnTahTeOM Set rentof Fifty pounds (which . also was enoreased) yearly of good aud 
itwMl mraev of End bee phid att the usuall termes and times in the yeare heiein- 

T^mrirShyVenurMictaYma^T™^^^ 

tLtS tWlLTyVv^n aSd ptdons'te SVat tp'seveteTl endro 7 the 

the said sevemii leimcs, uy n i . ^ the usuall ordinary and 

said severall Termes ooely puriino- thereof and as the same heretofore usually, 

accustomed dayes and ttmes adjournments by reason or 

ordinarily and acoustomably J"'*” occasion) and noe otherwise : And further 
occasion of any casuall or “.“r „ ° part, commonly called the seaveuth 

yielding, sattisfymg and Paying P ^ ^ Termes by 

penny of the money other things, with the severall seales 

reason of the sealui| of any ™ _ereons, officer or ofBcevs to whom the same 

common Pleas, three ^ 
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yearely and accustomed fees, (that is to say)' to every of them severally foure pounds of 
lawfull money of England, att such dayes and times auS in such manner and forme as most 
usually the same hath been accustomed and used to bee paid : And Our will and pleasure 
is, that the said Lord George Fitzroy, and the heires males of his body, shall from time to 
time, alt his and theire owne costs and charges, not onely provide one sufficient and 
convenient house or place where all the said writts and other things to bee sealed with the 
said severall seales shall and may bee sealed, and whcreunto as well the sealers and officers 
of the said severall courts, and either of them, may have free accesse and resort to doe what 
to theire office appertaineth ; as also all persons and suitors to have any thing sealed with 
the same seales, or either of them, may have free accesse and resort without any lett, delay 
or default of the said Lord George Fitzroy, and tlie heires male of his body, or of his or 
theire deputy or deputies, but also that the said Lord George Fitzroy, and the heires males 
of his body, and his and their deputy and deputies, shall att his and theire owne charges 
from time to t^e, finde and provide all wax, fire-wood, coals and other things which shall 
bee needfull 40 bee spent in the sealing-house, in or about the sealing of any thing that shall 
passe either of the said seales ; And that the same house or place soe to be provided shall 
be as neare the house or inne comonly called Serjeant’s Inne, in Fleet-street, Loudon aa 
conveniently may be gotten and provided : and further. Our will and pleasure is, and Wee 
doe hereby require and command the said Lord George Fitzroy, and the heires males of his 
body, and his and theire deputy and deputies, and every of them, that they do from time to 
time, and att all times hereafter, permitt and suffer all writts, processe, exemplificacbns and 
other things that are to bee sealed with either of the said severall seales onely, for Us, Our 
heires and successors, for Our and theire owne causes and service, to bee sealed without paying 
any thing more for the same than hath been heretofore used and accustomed, and also 
shall sufterall other persons and officers that heretofore have been used to bee privileged att 
the said severall seales to have all such writts, exemplificacons and other things as aforesaid, 
for which they had such priviledges for theire owne suites and causes only, without fraud 
or covin, to bee freely sealed with either of the said severall seales, without paying any thing 
more for the same then heretofore hath been used and accustomed, without any lett or deniali 
of the said Lord George Fitzroy and the heires males of his body, his and their deputy and 
deputies, or any of them ; and also, that neither he the said Lord George Fitzroy, and the 
heires male of his body, nor his and. their deputy and deputies, nor any of them, doe att any 
time or times hereafter, by any wayes or meaucs, directly or indirectly, receive, take or exact 
of or from any person or persons any more or greater fees for the sealing of any writts, 
exemplifications or other things, with either of the said severall scales, thenlieretofore hath 
been most comonly used and accustomed to bee received and taken for the same, but shall 
without any unnecessary delay permitt and suffer all persons to have theire writts, exempli- 
ficatious and other things to bee sealed with either of the said severall seales for such like 
fees as heretofore have been accustomed to bee paid for the scaling thereof; and further, 
that hee the said Lord George Fitzroy, and the heires males of his body, or his or theire 
sufficient deputy or deputies, from time to time (if hee or they conveniently may) doe and 
shall subscribe and sett the name or mark of him the said Lord George Fitzroy, and the 
heires males of his body, to every writt, exemplification and other writeing that shall and 
lawfully ought to passe under either of the said severall seales, and which shal be brought 
to the said sealing-house, and required to bee subscribed or marked without using any 
unnecessary delay, or asking or taking any fee or other thing directly or indirectly for the 
same : And further. Wee doo by these presents streightley charge and command that noe 
voluntary or unnecessary delay bee had or used to any of Our subjects resorting to any of the 
said severaU seales, in auy convenient time of the day for lack of expedicon, in default or by 
reason of the absence or non-attendance of the said Lord George Fitzroy, and the heires males 
of his body, or of his and their sufficient deputy or deputies ; And in consideracon thereof, 
ee doe ^ these presents for Us, Our heires and successors, streighly charge and command 
that noe officer, attorney, phillizer, exigenter, cierke or minister of the said court or courts, 
or any of them, or any other person or persons whatsoever, doe att any time or times hereafter 
presume or attempt to seale or offer to bee sealed any writts, exemplifications or other thing 
that should or ought to bee sealed with the said severall seales or either of them, and to 
publish, receive or deliver as sealed, and putt in ure use or file unsealed any manner of writts, 
exemplifications or other things which should or ought to passe the said severall seales or 
either of them, before such time as the said Lord George Fitzroy and the heires males of 
his body , or his or theire deputies or one of them shall first have viewed, subscribed or 
marked the same as aforesaid, or attempt, invent, use, practise, doe or put in ure any manner 
r ffi’.??’ pollicy ordevice. to conceale, detaine, hinder or withdraw any comodity 

or pioffitt from the said Lord George Fitzroy and the heires males of his body, which hee. 
they or any of them should Drought lawfully to have or take by force of these presents, 
ru.r ° I fines, imprisonments, and other grievous paines and penalties as Wee, 

.11 successors can or may lawfully inBict upon such oflenders ; And to the end 

shall or may bee offered, wrought 
nromkLl of Us body, touching the 

presents for ul^Our h^h^fand'^STCcrasom^ S O 

ana succesRois, or Our especiEill grace certeine knowledge and 

bodv and Inf nr George Fitzroy and the heires males of his 

doo^^lan dtrein-Vilir deputies full and lawfull liberty, power and authority, and 

said sererall command all and every officer, cierke and minister of the 

nmetl S ^^ing, that they and every of them doe 

bo^v -ind liiis Suffer the said Lord George Fitzroy and the heires males of 

bodv, and his and theire deputy or deputies and eveiy of thchi, not onely to enter into 

the 
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the office and offices of all and every castos brevium, prothonotaiy, phillizer, exigenter, and 
other officer and minister of any of the courts aforesaid, and into all and every oflice and 
offices, place and places where any writts, records, notes or remembrances of writts, of for 
or by the said courts or either of them awarded, or to bee awarded, shall remaine and bee kept, 
but also there to view and search all, every or any of the said writts, records, notes and 
remembrances which shall or ought to bee remaining in, the said office or offices, place or 
places, or in the custody of the said officers or ministers of the said courts and every or 
any of them, without any manner of lett, disturbance or deuiall whatsoever : Provided 
alwayes, and neverthelesse, Wee are gratiously pleased and contented, and by these presents 
for Us, Our beires and successors, Wee doe grant unto the said Lord George Fitzroy and 
the heires males of his body, that if att any time or times hereafter by reason of the adjourne- 
ment of any terme or termes, or of any alteration of the course and processe of fhe said 
courts or either of them, or by force of any Act of Parliament or statute lately made or here- 
after to bee' made, or by any other ways and means whatsoever it shall happen that neither 
the said Lord George Fitzroy nor the heires males of his body or any of them, can nor may 
have and levy of the fees and proffitts of such writts, exemplifications and other things as 
shalbe sealed with the said severall seales or either of them, soe much as shall and will 
satisfy and pay unto Us, Our heires and successors the said severall yearly rents and pay- 
ments hereinbefore reserved to bee paid over and above the seaventh part or seaventh penny, 
and other the fees, payments and charges before specefyed, and the same soe duely prov^ 
before the treasurer or commissioners of Our Treasury, undertrear and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, of Us, Our heires and successors, or before any two of them for the time being, 
that then upon such proofe made and allowance thereof by them had, in every such case 
and att every such time neither the said Lord George Fitzroy, nor the heires males of his 
body nor any of them, shal bee compelled or chargeable by force of theise presents, to pay 
the said severall yearly rents hereby reserved, but shall upon his and theire oath bee accompt- 
able, and shall make payment into the said Hanaper into the hands of the clerke of the said 
Hanaper for the time being or to his deputy, to the use of Us, Our heires and successors, of 
all such sume and sumes of money, proffitts and revenues onely as hee the said Lord George 
Fitzroy and the heires male of his body, can or may receive of and for the sealing of any 
writts, process, exemplifications or other things that shalhee sealed with the said severall 
seales or either of them, att such dayes and times and in such manner and forme as others 
the sealers and receivers of the proffitts of the said seales and either of them, before any 
grant of the premisses or any of them made to the said James Earle of S affolke or Sir Robert 
killigrew heretofore have been accustomed to doe; and that upon every such account and 
payment soe to bee made as aforesaid,, the said Lord George Fitzroy and the heires males 
of his body, shalbe acquitted against Us, Our heires and successors, of and from all such 
and soe much of the said severall yearly rents and payments as att or before the time of 
such account or payment, shalbe behind and unpaid, any thing in these presents^on- 
teined to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding: Provided alwayes, that if any sume or 
sumes of money which shall growe due and become payable to Us, Our heires and suc- 
cessors or any of them, and should or ought to bee pmtl unto Us, Our heires and suc- 
cessors, shall happen contrary to the true meaning of these presents, to bee behinde and 
unpaide by the space of tenne days next after such time as the same should or ought to 
bee paid, that then and from thenceforth these Our Ires pattents, and all and every grant 
herein made and conteined as to soe much thereof as shall concerne the said Lord George 
Fitzroy and the heires males of his body, and his and theire interest and estate m the 
premisses shall cease determine and bee utterly voide and of none effect as if the same had 
Lver been made : And further, Wee doe by these presents for Us, Our heires and successors, 
streiehlv charge, require and command, as well the two Cheif Justices of Our two courts 
before menSoned for the time being, as also all other the justices, officers and ministers of 
the said courts for the time being and every of them, and all and every other person and 
persons whatsoever, that they and every of them doe not onely perforae and obey all and 
every article and clause herein declared, but also that they the said Chief Justices and 
either of them immediately after knowledge of the ensealing hereof, and after 
shall take effect in possession, doe cause the said seales and either of them to bee brought 
to and left in the said sealing-house, there onely and not elsewhere to remame and to bee 
safely kept and ready for sealing all the said wntts, processe ^ 

should or ought to bee sealed with the same seales or either of them at Westminster, 01 
wh^eelse thi same courts or either of them shalbee kept, and then eftherof the sa.d sever^^^^ 
seales shalbee and remaine in or neare the severall courts or such one »f ” 

which it is ready to seale according to the antient manner and 

said justices and either of them doe his and there best endeavours TO*™'? 
punish all and every person and persons which wilfully and obstinately shall offend, resist, 
deny disturbe or defraud the said Lord George Fitaroy and the heires males of his body, or 
any^of his or theire deputies in any thing touching the premisses or any ™ “ . 

thereof and the same person or persons soe offending, upon request of the said Lord George 
Soy\nd the SesZlesofLsboily. or of his “or theire deputy or deputy or one of 
them to brinff or send or cause to bee brought or sent before the Lords and others of the 
Privy Conneifi of Us Our heires and successors or some of them, there to answere the said 
conlLpt and contempts, and to receive anch order for recompense to be 
Lord oLrge Fiteroy and the heires males of his body, f” f , 

as to the said Lords and others of the Privy Conncell shal hee thought meete And mor^ 
over Wee doe by these presents, for Us, Our harps and successor^ charge, 
command Our High Treasurer of England Commjss, oners 0 ” 

surer and Cliuncelor of the Exchequer for the time being, that they or any two of ^ 
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within convenient time after sight of these presents, under the Great Seale of England, and 
after this grant shall take effect in possession, not onely take such further and reasonable 
order as they shall thiuke convenient for the true payment and assurance of the said yearly 
rents and proffitts by these presents reserved to bee paid and answered in manner and forme 
aforesaid, and for the performance of all other the payments, clauses and things on the 
behalfe of the said Lord George Fitzroy and the heires males of his body, to bee observed, 
performed, paid and kept, but also to make such appointment, and take such order for the 
indifferent keeping and using of the said several! scales before men66ned, and how and after 
what manner all writts, process©, exemplificacons and other things shall and may bee sub- 
scribed and marked, and passe under the said severall scales, or either of them, for the 
proffitt and coraodity of the said Lord George Fitzroy and the heires males of his body, and 
for the ease and benefitt of Our subjects as to Our said High Treasurer Commissioners of 
Our Treasury, Under Treasurer, and Chancellor of Our Exchequer, or any two of them, 
shalbee thought raeete and convenient, and these Our Letters Patent, or the constat exem- 
plification or enrollment thereof, shalbee unto them and every of them a sufficient warrant 
and discharge in that behalfe : And further know yee, that if itt shall happen that the said 
Lord George Fitzroy shall die without heire male of his body lawfully begotten, that then 
and in such case. Wee, for and in consideration of the naturall love and affection Wee have 
and beare unto Charles Bade of Soutliton, the eldest of Our natm-all sons by the said 
Barbara Dutchesse of Cieeveland, and for diverse other good causes and considerations Us 
hereunto espetially moveing, of Our especiall grace, certaine knowledge and raeere mocon, 
have given and granted, and by these presents, for Us, Our heires and successors, doe 
o-ive and grant unto the said Charles Earle of Southton, and the heires males of his body 
lawfully begotten and to bee begotten, all and singular the receipts, revenues, yearly profitts, 
suine and sumes of money and other comodities whatsoever, which shall, may or ought to 
arise, come, growe or bee due unto Us, Our heires and successors, att any time or times 
hereafter, or for or by reason of the sealing any writts, exemplificacons or other things 
whatsoever, which heretofore have been used to bee sealed, or hereafter shall or ought to 
bee sealed with the seale or seales which now bee or at any time or times hereafter shalbee, 
in or for the courts within the Realme of England, comonly called the King’s Bench and 
Common Pleas, or either of them, or with any of the same seales : And further, of Our 
more especiall grace, certeine knowledge and mere mocon. Wee have ordeined, constituted, 
created, and appointed, and by these presents for Us, Our heires and successors, doe ordeine, 
constitute, create and appoint the said Charles Earl of Southampton, and the heires males 
ofhis body, the Receiver and Receivora Generali of all the said revenues, profitts and sumes 
of money which shall or may come or growe by reason of the sealing of any of the said 
writts, exemplifications or other things with the said several! seales or either of them ; and 
also comptroller and comptrollers, overseer and overseers of all writts and other things which 
shall or ought to bee sealed with the said severall seales, or either of them, and of the 
ensealing of the same, and of the sume and sumes of money payable for the sealing of the 
same, to have and to hold all the said receipts, revenues, yearly proffitts, sume and sumes 
of money, and all other the proffitts and comodities aforesaid, and also to hold, exercise 
and enjoy the said offices, of Receiver and Comptroller and authorities before mencoued unto 
the sard Charles Earl© of Southampton, and the heires males of his body (to bee exercised 
by him and themselves, or by his and theive sufficient deputy or deputies), to the onely 
proper use and behoofe of him the said Charles Earle of Soutliton, and the heires males of 
his body for ever, imediately from and after the decease of the said Lord George Fitzroy 
without issue male of his body lawfully begotten, yielding and paying therefore yearly and 
every yeare from and after this Our grant ^all take effect in possession, and not otherwise, 
unto Us, Our heires and successors, into the receipt of the Hannaper in the Court of Chan- 
cery to the hands of the Clerke of the said Hanaper for the time being, or to his deputy, 
to the use of Us, Our heirs and successors, the severall yearly rents hereafter menconea and 
expressed (that is to say) of and for the proffitts of the seale of the said court, commonly 
called tlie Court of King’s Bench, one yearly vent of Five hundred three score and nine 
pounds and tenn shillings of lawfull money of England, and also one other rent of Fifty 
pounds yearely, which sometimes was encreased rent, and of and for the profitts of the said 
seale of the said court, commonly called the Court of Common Pleas, one yearly rent of 
Nine hundred foure score and foure pounds and foure shillings ; and also one other rent of 
Fifty pounds, which was alsoe encreased yearly, of good and lawfull money of England to 
bee paid att the usuail termes and times in the yeare hereinafter menconed, (that is to say) 
att the severall ends and determinacons of every Easter Terme, Trinity Terme, Michaelmas 
Terme and Hillary Terme, as the same termes, and every of them, shall happen to come or 
hee holden, or within five days next after the end of every of the said termes by even and 
equal! porcons to bee paid, the severall ends of the said severall termes only to bee 
accounted and taken att and from the usuail ordinary and accustomed dayes and times of 
the ending thereof, and as the same heretofore, usually, ordinarily and accustomably ended 
without adjournement or adiournements by reason or occasion of any casuall or accidental! 
cause or-occasion and noe otnerwise : and further yeilding, satisfying and paying as well the 
seaventh part comonly called the seaventh penny of the money and proffitts that shall arrise 
and growe in every of the said termes by reason of the sealing of any of the said writts or 
other thin^ with the severall seales aforesaid, or either of them, to such person or persons, 
officer or officers, to whom the same hath heretofore most accustomably been used to bee paid; 
and also severally to such person as slialbe sealer of the said court comonly called the King’s 
Bench, and likewise to such person as shal bee sealer of the said court, comonly called tne 
.Common Pleas, three several! yearly and accustomed fees, (that is to say) to every of them 
severally foure pounds of lawfull money of England att such' days and "times and in such 
. manner 
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manner and forme as most usually the same hath been accustomed and used to bee paid : 
And Our will and pleasure is, that he the said Charles Earle of Southampton, and the heires 
piales of his body, shall from time to time, att his and their owne costs and charges, not 
onely provide one sufficient and convenient house or place where all the said writts and 
other things to be sealed with the said severall scales shall and may bee sealed, and 
.whereto as well the sealers and officers of the said severall courts, and either of them, may 
have free accesse and resort to doe what to theire office apperteinetb, as also all persons 
and suitors to have any thing sealed with the same scales, or either of them, may have free 
accesse and resort, without any lett, delay or default of the said Charles Earle of 
Southampton, and the heires males of his body, or of his or their deputy or deputies ; but 
also that the said Charles Earle of Southampton, and the heires males of his body, and his 
and theire deputy and deputies shall att bis and theire own charges, from time to time, find 
and provide all such wax, fire-wood, coales and other things which ahalbee needfull to bee 
spent in the sealing-house in or about the sealing of any thing that shall passe either of the 
said scales; and that the same house or place so to bee provided shalbee as neare the 
house or inue comonly called Serjeants’ Inne, in Fleet-streete, London, as conveniently may 
bee gotten and provided : And further. Our will and pleasure is, and Wee doe hereby require 
and command the said Charles Earle of Southton, and the heires males of his body, and 
his and theire deputy and deputies, and every of them, that they doe from time to time, and 
att all times hereafter, permitt and suffer all writts, process, exemplifications and other 
things that are to be sealed with either of the said severall seales only for Us, Our heires 
and successors, for Our and theire owne causes and service, to bee sealed without paying any 
thing more for the same then hath been heretofore used and accustomed, and also shall 
suffer all other persons and officers that heretofore have been used to bee priviledged att the 
said severall seales to have all such writts, exemplifications and other things as affirefiaid. for 
which they had such priviledges for theire owne suites and causes onely, without fraud or 
covin, to be freely sealed with either of the said severall seales, without paying anjr more for 
the same then hath heretofore bin used and accustomed, without any lett or deniall of the 
said Charles Earle of Southampton, and the heires males of his body, his and their 
deputy and deputies or any of them; and also that neither he the said Charles Earl of 
Southampton, and the heirs males of bis body, nor his or theire deputy or deputies, nor any 
of them, shall att any time or times hereafter by any wayes or meanes, directly or indirectly, 
receive, take or exact of or from any person or persons any more or greater fees tor the 
sealino" of any writts, exemplifications or other things with either of the said severall scales 
then heretofore hath been most comonly used and accustomed to bee received and taken for 
the same, but shall without any unnecessary delay permitt and suffer all persons to have 
theire writts, exemplifications and other things to be sealed with either of the said severall 
seales for such like fees as heretofore have been accustomed to bee paid for the sealing 
thereof; and further, that bee the said Charles Earle of Soutfeton, and the heires males of 
his body, or his or theire sufficient deputy or deputies, from time to time (if he or they 
convenienUy may) doe and shall subscribe or sett the name or marks of him the said 
Charles Earle of Southton, and the heires males of his body, to every writt, exemplification 
or other writing that shall and lawfully ought to passe under either of the said severall 
seales, and which shall be brought to the said sealing-house and required to bee subscribed 
or marked without using any unnecessary delay, or taking any fee or other thing directly or 
indirectly for the same ; and further. Wee doe by these presents streighdy charge and 
coinand that noe voluntary or unnecessary delaye bee had or used to any of Our subjects 
resorting to any of the said severall seales in any convenient time of the day for ^ck ot 
-expedicon, in default or by a reason of the absence or non-attendance of the said paries 
Earle of SouthaDipton. and the heires males of his body, or of hia and theire sufficient 
deputy or deputies : And in consideration thereof, Wee doe by these ^ 

heires and successors, streightly charge and command that noe officer, 
exigenter, clerke or minister of the said court or co urts, or any of them, 
or persons whatsoever, doe att any time or times hereafter ^rSnlhl t^bee 

offer to bee sealed, any writts, exemplification or other thing that should or ouoht to bee 
sealed with the said severall seales, or either of them, and to publish, receive or deliver as 
ea ed and puUn ure use and file, unsealed, any manner 
things wh£h should or ought to 

such time as the said Charles Earle of Southampton, and the h«r« thelame 

his or their deputies, or one of them, shall first have of shm 

as aforesaid or attempt, invent, use, practice, doe or put m ure any manner ot shift, act, 
meanes pollicv or dev?oe to conceale, detaine, hinder or withdraw any 

LTSe'sSLlli Earle ot So..thampren,and_^^^^^ 



irom uie saia — — - i, , +v,acp nfpspnt<i 

tliey or any of them should or ought lawfully to have or ‘oeSierrs W 

uponpaine of such ffines, imprisonments and o her S^^XZrs ” And to * 

Our heires and successors, can or lavvfully mflict upon wrought 



these presents. lor Us, uur neires a m Southampton, and the 
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and every of them, uot onely to enter into the office and offices of all and every cnsto's 
brevium, prothonotary, phillizer, exegenter and other officer and minister of any of the 
courts aforesaid, and into all and every office and offices, place and places where any writts 
records, notes or remembrances of writts of, for or by the said courts, or either of them* 
awarded or to bee awarded, shall remaine and bee kept, but also tliere to view and search 
all, every or any of the said writts, records, notes and remembrances which shall or ouo-ht 
to bee remaining in the said offi.ce or offices, place of places, or in the custody of the said 
officers or ministers of the said courts, and every or any of them, without any manner of 
lett, disturbance or deniall whatsoever : Provided always, and neverthlesse, Wee are 

graciously pleased and contented, and by these presents, for Us, Our heires and successors 
Wee doe grant unto the said Charles Earle ..of Soutliton, and the heires males of his 
body, that if at any time or times hereafter, by reason of the adjournment of any terme or 
termes, or of any alteracon of the course and processe of the said courts, or either of them 
or by force of any Act of Parliament or statute lately made, or hereafter to bee made or 
by any other ways or means whatsoever, it shall happen that iieitlier the said Charles Earle 
of Southton, nor the heires males of his body, or any of them, can nor may have and levy 
of the fees and proffitts of such writts, exemplifications and other things as shall bee sealed 
with the said severall seales, or either of them, soo much as shall and will satisfy and pay 
unto Us, Our heirs and successors, the said severall yearly rents and payments hereinbefore 
reserved to bee paid over and above the seaventh part, or seaventh penny, and other the 
fees, payments and charges before specefied; and the same soe duly proved before the 
Trear or Commissioners of Our Treasury, Under Treasurer and Chancellor of the Exchequer 
of Us, Our heires and successors, or before any two of them, for the time being, that then 
upon such proofe made and allowance thereof by them had in every such case, and ait 
every such time, neither the said Charles Earle of Southon, nor the heires of his body, 
nor any of them, shall bee compelled or chargeable by force of these presents to 
pay the said severall yearly rents hereby reserved, but shall upon his and theire oath; 
bee accomptable, and shall make payment into tlie said Hannaper, into the hands of the 
clerke of the said Hannaper for the time being, or to his deputy, to the use of Us. Our 
heires and successors, of all such sume and sumes of money, proffitts and revenues, onely as 
he the said Charles Earle of Soulfion and the heires males of his body can or may receive 
of dr for the sealing of any writts, processe, exemplifications or other things that shall 
bee sealed with the said severall seales, or either of them, att such dayes and times, and in 
such manner and forme as other the sealers and receivers of the proffitts of the said seales, 
and either of them, before any grant of the premisses, or any of them, made to the said* 
James Earle of Suffolke or Sir Robert Killigrewe heretofore have been accustomed to doe. 
And that upon every such account and payment soe to bee made as aforesaid, the said 
Charles Earle of Southampton, and the heires males of his body, shal bee acquitted against 
Us, Our heires and successors of and from aU such and soe much of the said severall yearly 
rents and payments as att or before the time of such account or payment shall bee behind 
and unpaid, anything in these presents contained to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding : 
Provided alwayes, that if any sume or sumes of money which shall grow due and become 
payable unto Us, Our heires and successors, or any of them, and should or ought to bee paid 
unto Us, Our heires and successors, shall happen contrary to the true meaning of these 
presents, to bee behind and unpaid by the space of tenne dayes next after such time as the 
same should or ought to bee paid, thatthen and from thenceforth these our letters patents 
^d all ai^ every grant herein^ made and contained as to what shall concerne the said Charles 
Earle of Southon, and the heires males of his body> and his and theire interest and estate in 
the premisses shall cease, determine and bee utterly void and of none effect, as if the same 
•had never beene made : And further, Wee doe by these presents, for Us, Our heires and suc- 
cessors. streightJy charge, require and command, as well the two Chief Justices of Our two 
.Courts before menconed for the time being, as also all other the j ustices, officers and ministers 
of the said courts for the time being, and every of them, and all and every other person and 
persons whatsoever, that they and every of them doe not onely performe and obey all and every 
article clause herein declared, but also that they the said cheif justices, and either of 
them, imediately, after knowledge of the ensealing hereof, and after this grant shall take 
effect in possession, doe cause the said seales, and either of them, to bee brought to and 
left in the said sealing house, there onlie, and not elsewhere, to remaine and to°bee safely 
kept and ready for sealing all the said writts, process and other things that bee, should or 
ought to bee sealed, with the same seales, or either of them, att Westra-^ or elsewhere, the 
.same courts, or either of them, shalbee kept, and then either of the said severall seales 
shalbee and remaine in or neare the severall courts, or such one of them, in or for which 
jtis ready to seale according to antient manner and custome; and also that the said justices, 
,and either of them, doe his and theire best endeavours to apprehend and punish all and every 
.peiBon and persons which wilfully and obstinately shall offend, resistf deny, distnrbe or 
dehaude the said Charles Earle of Sontbon, and the heires males of his body, or any of his 
or their deputies, rn anything touching the premisses, or any part or paroell thereof; and 
Of persons soe offending, upon request of the said Charles Earle of SoutKton, 
md the heires males of Ills body, or of his or theire deputy or deputies, or one of them, to 
eause to bee brought or sent, before the Lords and others of the Privy 
. , heires and successors, or some of them, there to answer the said con- 

receive such order for recompence to bee made to the said 
Charles Earle of Soutliton, and the heires males of his body, and for punishment of such 
°*ers of Our Privy Counoell shalbee thought 
n '• Es,Ont heires and snccessors, charge, 

.requite and comand Our High Ireasurer of England, Commissioners of Our Treasury, 

Under 
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Under Treasnrer and Chancellor of the Exchequer for the time being, that they, or any two 
of them, shall with inconvenient time, after sight of these presents, under the Great Seale of 
England, and after this grant shall take effect, in possession take such further and reason* 
able order as they shall thinke convenient, for, the true payment and assurance of the-said 
yearly rents and proffitts by these presents reserved to bee paid and answered in manner 
and forme aforesaide, and for the performance of all other the payments, clauses and things 
on the behalfe of the said Charles Earle of Southton, and the heires males of his body, to bee 
observed, performed, paid, and kept ; and also make such appointment and take such order 
for the indifferent keeping and useing of the said severall scales before menconed, and how 
and after what manner all writts, process, exemplifications and other things, shall and may 
bee subscribed and marked, and passe under the said severall seales, or either of them, for 
,tlie prolStt and coraodity of the said Charles Earle of Southton, and he heires males of his 
body, and for the ease and benefitt of Our subjects, as to Our said High Treasurer, Com- 
missioners of our Treasury, Under Treasurer and Chancellor of the Exchequer, or any two 
of them, shall bee thought meet and convenient: And these Our Letters Patents, or the 
constat, exemplification or enrollment thereof, shalbee unto them, and every of them soe 
doing a sufficient warrant and discharge in that behalfe : And further, know ye, that 
,if it shall happen that both the said Lord George Fitzroy and Charles Earle of 
Soathton shall dye without issue male of theire bodyes lawfully begotten, then and in 
such case, Wee, for and in consideracon of the naturall love and affection Wee have and 



beare unto Henry Fitzroy Earle of Euston, on other of Our naturall sons by the said Bar- 
bara Dutchesse of Cleeveland, and for divers other good causes and consideracons, us 
hereunto especially moveing, of Our especiall grace, certaine knowledge and mere mocon, 
have given, granted, demised and to favme letten, and by these presents, for Us, Our heires 
^nd successors, doe give, grant, demise and to farme lett unto the said Henry Earle of 
Ewston, and the heires males of his body, lawfully begotten and to bee begotten, all and 
singular the receipts, revenues, yearely profitts, sume and sumes of money, and other 
comodities whatsoever which shall, may or ought to arise, come, growe or bee due unto Us, 
Our heires and successors, att any time or times hereafter, of, for or by reason of the 
•sealing of any writts, exemplifications or other things whatsoever, which heretofore have 
been used tp bee sealed, or hereafter shall or ought to be sealed with the scale or scales 
which now bee, or att any time or times hereafter shall bee in or for the courts within Our 
realme of England, conionly called the King’s Bench and Common Pleas, or either of 
them, or with any of the same seales : And further, of Our more especiall grace, certeine 
knowledse and meere mocon. We have ordeined, constituted, created and appointed, and 
by these "presents, for Us, Our heires and successors, doe ordeine, constitute, create and 
.appoint the said Henry Earle of Euston, and the heires males. of his body, the Receivor 
.and .Receivers Generali of all the said revenues, proffitts and sumes of money which shall 
pr may come or grow by reason of the seahng of any the said writts, exemplifications or 
other things with the said severall seales or either of them, and also Comptroller and 
Comptrollers, Overseer and Overseers of all writts and other things which shall or ought 
to bee sealed with the said severall seales or either of them, and of the ensealing of the 
same, and of the sume and sumes of money payable for the sealing of the same'; to have 
and to hold all the said receipts, revenues, yearly proffitts, sume and sumes of money, and 
all other the proffitts and commodities aforesaid, and also to hold, exercise ^d the 

said offices of receiver and comptroller and authorities before menconed unto the said Henry 
Earle of Euston, and the heires males of his body, to bee exercised by him and themselves, 
or by his and theire sufficient deputy or deputies, to the onely propper use and behoote ot 
■ him the said Henry Earle of Euston. and the heires males of his body for ever, imediately 
from and after the decease of them the said Lord George Fitzroy and Charles Earle of 
Southton, without issue of theire bodies lawfully begotten, yielding and p^m^ therefore 
yearly and every yeare imediately from and after this Our grant shall take effect m posses- 
sion, and not otherwise, unto Us, Our heires and successors, into the receipt of the Hanaper 
in the Court of Chancery, to the hands of the clarke of the said Hannaper for the time being, 
or to his deputy, to the use.of Us, Out heires and successors, the seve^l yearly rents here- 
after menconed and expressed, (that is to say) of and for the profitts of the seale of the said 
court, comonly called theCourtof King’s Bench, oneyearely rent of Five hundred thr^ score 
and nyne pounds and tenne shillings of lawfuU money of England, and also one other rent 
of Fifty pounds yearely, which some time was encreased rent, and of and for the profitts ot 
the said^seale of the said court, comonly called the Court of Common 
rent of Nine hundred foure score and fonre pounds and foure shdlmgs, and a so 
rent of Fifty pounds (which also was encreased) yearely, of good and lawfuU inoney of 
England, to bee paid att the usuall termes and times in the yeare hereinafter mencOM 
is to say) att the severall ends and determmaoons of every Easter Terme, Trinity Term^^^ 
MichaelSasTerme and Hillary Terme as the same termes and 

to come orbeeholden, or within five days next after the end of every of tbe saicl severall 
' ter^eTbv evened portions to be paid ; the severall erids of the said severaU termes 

onely to b^ec accounted and taken att and from the usuall, ordinary and accustomed 
S the ending thereof, and as the same heretofore 

ended without adfournment or adjournments, by reason or occasion of any casuall or acoi 
denSil^se or occasion, and noe’ oLherwise ,- and further yielding, satisfying and paying 
as well the seaventh part, commonly called the seaventh 

that shall anise and grow in every of the reason of the seding « ™ 

wriHq or other thinss with the severaU seales aforesaid, or either ot them, to suen 
person or persons, officer fr officers, to .whom the same 
teen used to bee paid, and also severally to such person as shal bee sealer, of 
. S3 
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comoisly called llie King’s Bencli, and likewise to such person as shal bee sealer to the said 
court, commonly called the Comon Pleas, three severall yearly and accustomed fees, (that is 
to say)to every of them severally Foure pounds oflawfull money of England, att such dayes 
und times, and in such manner and forme as most usually the same hath been accustomed 
and used to bee paid : And Our will and pleasure is, that hee the said Henry Earle of Ewston 
•and the heires males of his body, shall from time to time, alt his and theire owne costs and 
charges, not onely provide one sufficient and convenient house or place, where all the said 
'writts and other things to bee sealed with the said severall seales shall and may bee sealed 
and whereunto as well the sealers and officers of the said severall courts, and either of them^ 
may have free accesse and resort to doo what to theire office apperteineth, as also all persons 
'an«{ suitors to have any thing sealed with the same seales, or either of them, may have 
-free accesse and resort, without any lett, delay or default of the said Henry Earle of Ewston, 
and the heires males of his body, or of his or theire deputy or deputies, but also that the 
said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of his body, and his and theire deputy 
and 'deputys, shall att his and their own charges from time to time finde and provide all 
■wax, fire wood, coales and other tilings, which shall bee needfull to bee spent in the sealing 
house, in or about the sealing of any thing that shall passe either of the saide seales • 
and that the same house or place soe to bee provided shal bee as neare the house or inne, 
comonly called Serjeants’ Inne, in Fleet-street, London, as conveniently may bee gotten 
and provided : And further Our will and pleasure is, and Wee doe hereby require andcomand 
the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of his body, and his and theire 
deputy and deputies, and every of them, that they doe from time to time, and att all times 
hereafter, permitt and suffer all writts, processe, exemplifications and other things that are 
to be sealed with either of the said severall seales onely, for Us, Our heires and successors, 
for Oure and theire owne causes and service, to bee sealed without paying any thintr more 
for the same then hath bin herjetofore used and accustomed ; and also shall suffer al? other 
persons and officers that heretofore have bin used to bee privviledged att the said severall 
seales tohave all such writts, cxemplificacons and other things as aforesaid, for which they 
had such priviledges for theire owne suites and causes onely, without fraud or covin, to bee 
freely sealed with either of the said severall seales, without paying any thing more for the 
same then heretofore hath been used and accustomed, without any lett or denial of the said 
Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of his body, his and theire deputy and deputys 
or imy of them; and also that neither he the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires 
males of his body, nor his or their deputy and deputies, nor any of them, shal! att any 
time- or times hereafter, by any wayes or meanes directly or indirectly receive, take or 
exact of or from any person or persons any more or greater fees for the sealing of any 
Writts, exemplifications or other things with either of the said severall seales then heretofore 
hath been most comonly used and accustomed to be received and taken for the same, but 
shall, without any unnecessary delay, permitt and suffer all persons to have their writts> 
exensplifications and other things to bee sealed with either of the said severall seales foi 
such like fees as heretofore have been accustomed to bee paid for sealing thereof; and 
further, that hee, the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of his body,- or his 
or theire sufficient deputy or deputies, from time to time (if hee or they conveniently, may) 
doe and shall subscribe, or sett the name or marke of him the said Henry Earle of Ewston 
. and the heires males of his body -to every writt, exemplification or other writing that shall 
and lawfully ought to passe under either of the said severall seales, and which shal bee 
brought to the said sealing house, and required to bee subscribed or marked without using 
any unnecessary delay, or asking or taking any fee or other thing directly or indirectly for 
the same : And further, Wee doe by these presents streightly charge and comand, that noe 
voluntary or unnecessary delay bee had or used to any of Our subjects resorting to any 
of the said severall seales in any convenient time of the day for lack of expedicon, in default 
or by reason of the absence or non-attendance of the. said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the 
hejres males of his body, or of his and theire sufficient deputy or deputies; and in con- 
sideration thereof, Wee doe by these presents, for Us, Our heires and successors, streightly 
charge and command that noe officer, attorney, phillizer, exegenter, clarke or minister or 
the smd court or courts, or any of- them, or any other person or persons whatsoever, doe att 
any time or times hereafter presume or attempt to scale, or offer to bee sealed, any writts, 
exemplifications or other things that should or ought to bee sealed with the said severall 
seales, or either of them, and to publish, receive or deliver as sealed, and putt in ure use or 
file unsealed any manner of writts, exemplificacons or other things which should or ought 
to {^sse the said severall seales, or either of them, before such time as the said Henry Earle 
ot Ewston, and the heires males of his body, or his or theire deputies, or one of them, shall 
nrst have viewed, subscribed or marked the same as aforesaid, or attempt, invent, use, 
piactise, doe or put in ure any manner of shift, act, means, pollicy or devise to conceale, 
detaine, hinder or withdrawe any commodity or proffitt from the said Henry Earle of Ewston, 
and the heires males of his body, which he, they or any 0 f them should or ought lawfully to 
ave or take by force of these presents, upon paine of such fines, imprisonments and other 
grievous paines and penalties as Wee, Our heires and successors, can or may lawfully 
m let upon such offenders; and to the intent that all raanner'of frauds, deceipts and 
nindrances which shall or may bee offered, wrought or done to the said Heniy Earle of 
Ewswu, and the heires males of his body, touching the premises may bee discerned and found 
will and pleasure is, and Wee doe by these presents, forUs, (5ur heires, and successors, 
m Uur ^peciall grace, certaine knowledge, and meere mocon, give and grant unto the said 
Heniy of Ewston, and the heires males of his body, and his and their deputv or 

deputies, lull and lawful! liberty, power and authority, and doe also streightly charge Vnd 
command all arid every officer, -clerke and minister of the said severall courts, and either of 

them 
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them for the time being, that they and every of them doe quietly and freely permitt and 



suffer the said Henry Earle of Evvston, and the heires males of his body, and his and theire 
deputy or deputies, and every of them, not only to enter into the office and offices of all 



deputy or deputies, and every of them, not only to enter into the office and offices of all 
and every Gustos Brevium, Prothonotary, Phillizer, Exegenter and other officer and minister 
of any the courts aforesaid, and into all and every office and offices, place and places, where 
any writts, records, notes or remembrances of writts of for or by the said courts or either 
of them awarded or to bee awarded shall remaiue and bee kept, but also there to view and 
search all and every or any the said writts, records, notes and remembrances, which shall 
or ought to bee remaining in the said office or offices, place or places, or in the custody of 
the said officers or ministers of the said courts and every or any of them, without any 
manner of lett, disturbance or deniall whatsoever: Provided always and neverthelesse. 



Wee are graciously pleased and contented, and W these presents, for Us, Ouv heires and 
successors, Wee doe gi*ant unto the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of 



his body, that if att any time or times hereafter, by reason of the adjouniement of any terme 
. or temies, or of any alteracon of the course and processe of the said courts, or either of 
them, or by force of any Act of Parliament or statute lately made, or hereafter to bee made, 
or by any other ways or meanes whatsoever, it shall happen that the said Henry Earle of 
Ewston, nor the heires males of his body, or any of them, can nor may have and leavy of 
the fees and pvoffitts of such writts, exemplifications and other things, as shall bee sealed 
with the said sevemll seales, or either of them, soe much as shall and will satisfy and pay 
unto Us, Our heires and successors, the said severall yearly rents and payments hereinbefore 



reserved to bee paid over and above the seaventh part or seaventh penny, and other the fees, 
navments and charges before specefyed, and the same soe duely prove(f before the Treasure) 



payments and charges before specefyed, and the same soe duely proved before the Treasurer 
or Commissioners of Our Treasury, Under-Treasurer, and Chancellor of the Exchequer, of 
Us. Our- heires and successors, or before any two of them for the time being, that then upon 
such proofs made, and allowance thereof by them had in every such case and att every such 
time, neither the said Henry Earle of Ewston, nor the heires males of his body, nor any 



of them, shall b'e compelled or chargeable by force of these presents to pay the said yearly 
rents hereby reserved, but shall upon his and tlieir oath bee accomptable, and sliaE make 
payment into the said Hannaper, into the hands of the clavke of the said Hannaper for the 
time beinw, or to his deputy, to the use of Us, Our heires and successors, of all such sume 
and Bumes of money, proffitts and revenues, onely as hee the said Henry Earle of Ewston, 
and the heires males of bis body, can or may receive of and for the sealing of any writts, 
processe, exemplificacons or other things that shal bee sealed with the said severall seales, 
or either of them, att such dayes and times and in such manner and forme as others the 
Sealers and Receivers of the proffitts of the said seales, and either of them, before any grant 
of the premisses, or any of them, made to the said James Earle of Suffolke, or Sir Robert 
Killigrew, heretofore have been accustomed to doe; and that upon every such account and 
payment soe to bee made as aforesaid, the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males 
of his body, shall be acquitted against Us, Our heires and successors, of and from all such 
and soe much of the said severall yearely rents and payments as att or before the time of such 
account orpayment shal bee behinde and unpaid, any tiling in these presents contained to the 
contrary in any wise notwithstanding : Provided always, that if any sume or sumes of money 
which shall orowe due and become payable to Us, Our heires and successors, or any of them, 
and should or ought to bee paid unto Us, Our heires and successors, shall happen contrary to 
the true meaning of these presents to be behinde and unpaid by the space of tenue days after 
such time as the same should or ought to be paid, that then and from thenceforth these. Our 
Letters Pattents, and all and every grant herein made and contemed as to what shall con- 
cerne the said Henry Earle ofEwston, and the heires males of his body, and his and their 
interest and estate in the premisses shall cease, determine and bee utterly void and of none 
effect as if the same had never beeh made; and further, Wee doe by these presents for Us, 
Our heires and successors, streightly charge, reouire and command, as well the two Chiefe 
Justices of our two courts before menconed for the time being, as also all other the Justices, 
officers and ministers of the said courts for the time being, and every of them and all and 
every other person and persons whatsoever, that they and every of them doe not onely per- 
forme and obey all and every article and clause herein declared, but also that they the said 
Chief Justices and either of them, imediately after knowledge of the ensealing hereof, and 
after this grant shall take effect in possession, doe cause the saide seales and either of them 
to bee brought and left in the said sealing house, there only and notelsewheve to temame and 
to bee safely kept and ready for sealing all the said mtK, processe and othe^h.ngs tta 
bee, should or ought to bee sealed irith the same seales and either of them att Westminster 
or elsewhere, the same courts or either of them shal bee kept, and then either of the said 
severall seales shal bee and remaine in or near the severall courts or “”6 
for which it is ready to scale according to antient manner and custome and also that the 
said justices or either of them doe his and their best endeavors to apprehend and punish all 
and every person and persons which wilfully and obstinately shall offend resist, deny, 
Stnrbe m-Lfraude the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of h s body, o 
any of his or their deputies, in any thing touching the premisses, or any part or pmcell 
any oi nib ui uicu ^ j o rr ,■ reauest of tlie said Henrv Earle 



SeofTud^the same person or persons soe offending upon request of tlie said Henry Earle 

X"slo“„,td the heFres -aales'’of liis body, or o \2^™,.^r‘L°an''7o“rr; oi Z 



FlSi totogors:nd:orcaus;m^^^ 

Privy C’ouncell.^of Us, Our heires and successors, or some oftliem, there to auswer the sa d 
contempt or contempts, and to receive such order lor recompense to bee made to the said 
Heiiry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of his body, and for pomshment of such dis- 
obedmnee as to the said Lords and others of our Privy Coimsell shall bee thought meete, 
and moreover Wee doe by these presents, for Us.Our helves and successors, charge, leq i 
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and command our High Treasurer of England, Commissioners of our Treasury, Under 
Treasurer and Chancellor of the Exchequer for the time being, that they or any two of them 
shall within convenient time after sight of these presents under the Great Seale of England 
and after this grant shall take effect m possession take such further and reasonable order as 
they shall thinke convenient for the true payment and assureance of the said yearly rents and 
proratts by these presents reserved to bee paid and answered in manner and forme aforesaid 
and for the performance of all other the payments, clauses and things on the behalfe of 
the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heirea males of bis body, to bee observed 
performed, paid and kept ; and also to make such appointment and take such order for 
the indifferent keeping and using of the said severall seales before menconed, and how 
and after what manner all writts, processe, exemplificons and other things shall and 
may be subscribed or marked and passe under the said severall seales, or either of 
them, for the proffitts and comodity of the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires 
males of his body, and for ease and benefitt of our subjects as to Our said High Treasurer 
Comissioners of our Treasury, Under Treasurer and Chancellor of the Exchequer, or 
any two of them shal bee thought meete and convenient; and these Our Letters Patents 
or the constat, exemplification or enrollment thereof, shal bee unto them and every of 
them soe doeing a sufficient warrant and discharge in that behalfe : And furthermore Our will 
and pleasure is, and Wee doe by these presents declare and grant, that the said Lord George 
Fitzroy shall have these Our Lres Patents sealed with Our great scale of England, without 
fee or fine more or lesse in the Hanaper of Our Court of Chancery or elsewhere, to Our 
use to bee in anywise paid or given for the same : And furthermore, of Our especiall grace, 
certaine knowledge, and meere mocon, for the consideracons aforesaid, Wee doe by these 
presents, for Us, Our heires and successors, declare and grant, that these Our Letters Patents 
or the enrollment or exemplification thereof, and all and every the guifts, grants and autho- 
rities hereinbefore menconed or specified to bee granted unto the said George Lord Fitzroy, 
and the heires males of bis body, and in default of such issue unto the safd Charles Earle 
of Southon, and the heires males of his body, and in default of such issue, unto the said 
Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of his body, shal bee and remaine in and by 
all things firme, good, sufficient and effectuall in the land against Us, Our heires and suc- 
cessors, according to the true intent and meaning of these presents, and shal bee construed 
and taken most favourably and beneficially for the benefitt and advantage of the said George 
Lord Fitzroy, and the heires males of his body, and in default of such issue of the said 
Charles Earle of Southampton, and the heires males of his body, and in default of such 
issue of the said Henry Earle of Ewston, and the heires males of his body, as well in all every 
Our court or courts of record as elsewhere within Our Realme of England, without any 
manner of confirmacon, license or toleracon of or from Us, Our heires or successors, hereafter 
to be had, procured or obtained, notwithstanding the not recitall or misrecitall of any letters 
patents, guift or warrant heretofore had, made, given or granted by Us, or any of Our 
predecessors, or by any other person or persons, concerning the premises, or any part or 
parcell thereof, being of record or not of record, and notwithstanding the not naraein-T or 
misnamemg of the severall courts, or either of them, or of any the officers, occupiers or 
ministers which now are or hereafter shal bee of or belonging to the said severall courts or 
offices for the time being, or any of them, and notwithstanding any other defect, imperfeccon 
or want of forme in these presents conteined, and although expresse mencon of the true 
yearly vallue and certeinty of the premises, or any of them, or of any guifts or grants thereof 
or of any part thereof, by Us, or any of Our progenitors or predecessors, to any person or 
persons whatsoever heretofore made or granted in these presents, is not made, or any law, 
statute, act, ordinance, provision, proclaraaclon or restriction, or other matter or thing wLtso- 
ever to contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding : And lastly. Wee doe by these presents, 

tor Us, Our heires and successors, declare and grant, that if att any time or times hereafter any 
defect or question shal be found or made touching the validity of these Our Lres Pattents 
or of any the grants hereby made, then upon peticon unto Us, Our heires and successors! 
in that behalfe to bee made by the person or persons then haveing or lawfully claymeing any 
estate a^nd interest m thepmisses by virtue of these presents. Wee, Our heires and succefsors. 
will make such further grant and assureance of the premises and every part tliereof unto 
^ich person and persons, and the heires males of his and theire bodyes, as by the Attorney 
Generali of Us, Our hens and successors for the time being, shal be devised and advised. 
In W^itnes, &c. Witness, &c. Given under Our Privy Seale, att Our Pallace of WestmL 
the thirtieth day of Aprill, in the five and twentieth yeare of Our reigne. 

Recipe 2 Die \ 

Janui673. J Tho’ JVatldns. 

ThU is a true Co^ of the original Warrant or Privy Seal remaining in the 
Chappel of the Rolls, the same having been examined by me. 



Henry Rooke, Clerk of the Rolls 



"'th the Record in the 
Rolls Chappell, and the same is a true Copy. 

37 io» Heaton. 
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Copy of PATENT, appointing Edward Milward, Esq., Comptroller of Excise. 

WILLIAM the Fourth, by the Grace of God of theUnited Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith : TO all to whom these presents shall come. Greeting: 
Whereas Our late Royal Father, King George the Third, did, by His Letters Patent under 
the Great Seal of Great Britain, bearing date at Westminster the fifteenth day of August, 
in the thirty-third year of His reign, give and grant unto His trusty and well-beloved Edward 
Milward, Junior, Esquire, now Edward Milward, Esquire, the office or place of Comptroller of 
the Duty of Excise, and new Impost arising, or which should be due or payable to His said 
late Majesty within England, the Dominion of Wales and Town of Berwick-upon-Tweed, to 
have, bold, exercise and enjoy the said office unto the said Edward Milward, by himself 
or his sufficient deputy or deputies, such deputy or deputies being first approved of by the 
Commissioners of His Treasury, or His High Treasurer for the time being, during His 
said late Majesty’s pleasure, together with the salaries or allowances of Seven hundred and 
sixty pounds ,by the year, and One thousand four hundred and sixty pounds by the year 
for his deputy or deputies, clerks and others as should be employed under him in the 
said office, payable quarterly out of the said revenues, as in and by the said Letters Patent, 
amongst other things therein contained, relation being thereunto had, may more fully and 
at large appear: Now know ye, That We have revoked and determined, and by these 
presents do revoke and detennine the said recited Letters Patent, and every clause, article 
and thing therein contained : And know ye further, That We, resposing especial trust and 
confidence in his ability and fidelity and circumspection of the said Edward Milward, and 
being graciously pleased to renew his said appointment, and to continue him, the said 
Edw*ard Milward, in such office, of Our especial grace, certain knowledge and mere motion, 
have given and granted, and by these presents do give and grant, unto the said Edward 
Milward, the office or place of Comptroller of the Duty of Excise, and new Impost arising, 
or which shall be due or payable to Us, within that part of Our United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland called England, Our Dominion of Wales and Town of Berwick-upon- 
Tweed ; We do make, ordain and constitute, by these presents, and We do hereby give full 
power and authority unto the said Edward Milward, to put the said place or office in 
execution, upon the vouchers which are and shall be transmitted to the Commissioners, 
Managers or Farmers of Our said Revenue of Excise, now and for the tifce being, and 
upon all books and papers of account whatsoever relating to the said Duty, to have, hold, 
exercise and enjoy the said office or place unto the said Edward Milward, by himself or his 
sufficient deputy or deputies, such deputy or deputies being first approved of -by the 
Commissioners of Our Treasury, or Our High Treasurer for the lime being, during Our 
pleasure : And further, of Our more abundant grace, certain knowledge and mere motion. 
We have given and granted, and by these presents do give and grant unto the said Edward 
Milward, for his care and pains in and about the exercise and execution of the said office 
or place, the salary or allowance of Four hundred and ninety-five pounds eighteen shillings 
and eight-pence by the year, of lawful money of Great Britain, to have, hold, receive and 
enjoy the said salary and allowance of Four hundred J^nd ninety-five pounds eighteen 
shillings and eight-pence by the year'unto the said Edward Milward, for and during his. 
continuance in the said oMce ; the said salary and allowance to be continued and paid by 
the day, from the day of the date of these presents, unto and for the next ensuing usual 
quarterly day of payment, and from thence to be payable and paid quarterly at the four 
next usual quarterly days of payment in the year, out of Our Revenues of Excise, by the 
hands pf Our Chief Commissioners and Governors of Excise, the Farmers, Managers, Col- 
lectors or Receivers General of the said Revenues, now and for the time being, by even 
and equal portions : And Our further will and pleasure is, and We do hereby grant, direct 
and appoint, that if the said Edward Milward shall happen to die, or be removed from his 
said office, or cease to be Comptroller of Our Revenues aforesaid, after any of the said 
quarterly days of payment, and before another day of payment shall ensue, th^en the said 
yearly salary or allowance of Four hundred and ninety-five pounds eighteen shillings and 
eio-ht^pence shall be computed by the day from the day of the last preceding payment 
thereof and paid to the said Edward Milward, his executors, administrators or assigns, 
to the day of such death or removal inclusive : Wherefore We will, and by these presents 
do authorize and command the Chief Commissioners and Governors of Our Excise, and 
the Farmers or Managers, Collectors or Receivers General of Our said Revenues, now and 
for the time being, to pay or cause due payment to be made to the said Edward Milward, 
of the said yearl? salary or allowance of Four hundred and ninety-five pounds eighteen 
shillines and ei<?ht-pence, from the time and in manner aforesaid, according to Onr pleasure 
hereinbefore exmessed. and for the doing thereof, these presents, or the enrolmeut thereof, 
be unto them and every of them a sufficient warrant and discharge in that behalf : La^ly, 
We will, 'and by these presents do grant unto the said Edward Milward. that these Our 
Letters Patent, or the enrolment thereof, shall be and remain m and by aU things good, 
firm, valid, sufficient and effectual in the law, according to the true intent and meaning 
ther^f, notwithstanding the ill-reciting, or not truly and fuUy reciting the said former 
Letters Patent, or the date thereof, and notwithstanding the not reciting any other Letters 
Patent, concerning the said office and premises, or any of them heretofore made or granted 
by Us. or any of Our ancestors or predecessors, or any other omission, imperfection, defect, 
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matter, cause or thing whatsoever to the contrary thereof m any wise notwithstanding : 
In witness whereof we have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent : Witness Ourself 
at Our Palace at Westminster, this thirteenth day of December m the first year of 

Our reign. , Bv Wbit or Privy Seal. 






Copy of PATEIST revoking the Appointment of Edward Milward, Esq. 

Comptroller of Excise. 

WILLIAM the Fourth, by the Grace-of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland Kino-, Defender of the Faith r TO all to whom these presents shall come. 
Greeting: Whereas We did by Our Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Our United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, bearing date at Westminster, the tenth December 
in the first year of Our reign, give and grant unto Our trusty and well-beloyed Edward 
Milward, Esquire, the office or place of Comptroller of the Duty of Excise and new Impost 
arising or which should be due or payable to Us within that part of Our said United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland called England, Our Dominion of Wales, and Our Town 
of Berwick-upon-Tweed, and did thereby give full power and authority unto the said 
Edward Milward, to put the said place or office in execution upon the Vouchers which were 
and should be transmitted to the Commissioners, Managers or Farmers of Our said 
Revenue of Excise then and for the time being, and upon all books and papers of account 
whatsoever relating to the said Duty ; To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said office or 
place unto fhe said Edward Milward, by himself or his sufficient deputy or deputies, such 
deputy or deputies being first approved of by the Commissioners of Our Treasury, or Our 
High Treasurer for the time being, during Our pleasure, together with the salary or allow- 
ance of Four hundred and ninety-five pounds eighteen shillings and eight pence by the year 
for and during his continuance in the said office : And whereas the Commissioners of Our • 
Treasury have represented unto Us that it hath been made appear unto them that the duties 
of the said office of Comptroller of Excise are wholly performed by the deputy appointed 
by the said Edward Milward, and that the said Edward Milward takes no part in the 
execution of the same, and upon these grounds Our said Commissioners have recommended 
unto Us to revoke the said Letters Patent, to which We are graciously pleased to conde- 
scend ; Now know ye. That We have revoked, determined and made void, and by these 
presents do revoke, determine and make void our said recited Letters Patent, and every 
clause, article and thing therein contained : In witness whereof We have caused these Our 
Letters to be made Patent. Witness Ourself. 

By Whit of Privy Seal. 

Scott. 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 8th March 1831. 



Abolition of the Office of Comptroller of Excise. 

MY Lords read the Return to the order of this Board of the 5th February last, from the 
department of the Comptroller of Excise, from which it appears that Mr. Milward, the pre- 
sent Comptroller of Excise, holds that situation under a renewed patent, dated the 15th 
December 1830, during pleasure, whereby he is allowed to perform the duties of that office 
by himself or his sufficient deputy ; and further it appears the duties of the office are wholly 
executed by the deputy. ^ 

My Lords are of opinion that as Mr. Milward takes no part in the execution of the 
business of his department, the said Patent should be revoked forthwith, and that arrange- 
ments should be immediately made for carrying on the department by the person who now 
holds the place of Deputy Comptroller under tueir Lordships’ sanction. 

Let a warrant be prepared and submitted for signature to His Majesty revoking the said 
Patent, and all matters and things therein contained. 

Acquaint Mr. Milward that, as it appears to My Lords that the duties of his office a e 
wholly executed by deputy, and that he takes no part therein, they would not be justified 
in continuing this appointment, and they have therefore directed a warrant to be prepared 
and submitted for tlis Majesty’s signature, revoking the Patent whereby he holds the place 
of Comptroller of Excise. 

Write-to the Deputy Comptroller of Excise, acquainting him therewith, and desire that 
he will continue to act in his present capacity until he may receive their Lordships’ further 
directions. 
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Colonial Office, i6 June 1834. 

IN answer to your Letter dated the 14th instant, I am directed by Mr. Secretary Rice to 
transmit to you herewith copies of the instruments under which Messrs. Chapman, Farr, 
Sullivan and Hallam were appointed to their situations in Trinidad and British Guiana. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, See. 

F. Baring, Esq. m.p. Lefevre. 

&.C. 8cc. &c. 



George Hallam, Esq., Vendue Master at Berbice, in America. 

GEORGE, R. 

GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith: TO Our trusty and well-beloved George Hallam, 
Esquire, Greeting : We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your loyalty, integrity and 
ability, do by these presents constitute and appoint you to be Our Vendue Master in Our 
Settlement of Berbice in America, To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said office or place 
by you or your sufficient deputy or deputies, during Our pleasure, together with all and 
singular the rights, profits, privileges, fees and emoluments to the said office or place belong- 
ing or appertaining. 

Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the Twenty-fourtL^ay of January, 
One thousand eight hundred and four, in the fo*-fourtb year of 
Our reign. 

By His Majesty’s Commanb. 

(countersigired) Hobart. 



James Chapman, Esq., Secretary, Register and Clerk of the Council of the Island 
of Trinidad. 



GEORGE, R. 

TRUSTY and well-beloved, We greet you well ; We have taken into Our royal consider- 
ation the loyalty, integrity and ability of Our trusty and weil-hetoved James Chapman, 
Esquire, We have thought fit to authorize and require you to cause Letters Patent to be 
passed under the Seal of Our Island of Trinidad, constituting and appointing him the 
said James Chapman, Secretary, Register and Clerk of the Council of Our Island of 
Trinidad, and Clerk of the Inrollments for the inrolling and registering all deeds and 
conveyances made and passed in that Our Island, and also of all bills of sale and letters' 
patent, or other acts or matters usually inrolled, or which shall be directed to be 
inrolled. To have, hold, exercise and-enjoy the said offices and places by himself or his 
sufficient deputy or deputies to be by him appointed (and for whom, he will be answer- 
able), for and during Our pleasure, together with all and singular the salaries, fees, profits, 
perquisites, privileges and advantages whatsoever to the said offices or places, or any 
of. them, jointly or severally belonging, or in anywise appertaining, or vvhich shall be esta- 
blished or allowed for or in respect of the exercise or execution of the said offices or places, 
or any or either of them, in as full and ample manner to all intents and purposes as any 
other Secretary, Register or Clerk of the Council of any of Our Leeward Charibbee Islands, 
or any other of Our Islands in the West Indies doth hold and enjoy the same : And for so 
doing this shall be your Warrant; And so We bid you farewell. 

Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the Fifteenth October, One thousand 
eight hundred and two, in the forty-second year of Our reign. 

By His Majesty’s Command. 



(countersigned) Hobart. 



^ To Our trusty and well-beloved William Fullarton, Thomas Picton, and Samuel Hood 
Esquires. Our Commissioners for executing the office of Our Governor and Com- 
niander-in-Chief in and over Our Island of Trinidad. 



John Augustus Sullwan, Esq., Secretary, Register and Receiver at Demerara, in America. 

GEORGE, R. 

GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith : TO Our trusty and well-beloved John Augustus Sul- 
livan, Esquire, Greeting: We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your loyalty, mte- 
eritv and ability, do by these presents constitute and appoint you to be Secretary and 
Lgister and Receiver in Our Settlement of Demerara .in America, To have, hold, exercise 
and enjoy the same by yourself or your sufficient deputy or deputies to be by you appointed, 
for and during Ou|p pleasure, together with all and singular the fees, rights, pnvileges, 
perquisites and advant^es lo the said office or place belonging or appertaining. 

Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the Twenty-sixth day of December, 
One thousand eight hundred and three, in the forty-fourth year of 
Our reign. 

By His Majesty’s Command. 

(countersigned) Hobart. 

h 2 
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gjj. Downing-street, 1st August 1806. 

Mr Baumgardt having resigned the office of First Explaiture within your Government, 
I am to acquaint you that William Dale Farr, Esq., has been appointed to that situation ; 
and I am to desire that upon the arrival of Mr. Robert Kingston, whom he has constituted 
his deputy you will put Mr. Kingston in possession of the said office, to be exercbed and 
enjoyed by him on the part of Mr. Farr, in the same manner as Mr. Baumgardt or his 
deputy exercised and enjoyed the same. . . „ 

^ 1 have, 2lc. 

Lieut.-Governor Bentinck, (signed) W. Windham. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 15th March 1831. 

Abolition of Offices at Trinidad, Demerara and Berbice. 

THE Chancellor of the Exchequer states to the Board that, having communicated with 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies upon the subject of certain offices held during plea- 
sure in the colonies of Demerara, Berbice and Trinidad, the duties of which offices are 
performed by deputy, he has ascertained that the said offices may be abolished or modified 
without detrimilt to the public service, and with a considerable saving of expense. 

The offices in question are those of Colonial Secretary, Registrar and King s Receiver m 
Demerara, held by Mr. Sullivan; First Marshal in Demerara, held by Mr. Farr; Island 
Secretary and Clerk of the Council at Trinidad, held by Mr. Chapman; Vendue Master 
of Berbice, held by Mr. Hallam. , , v , • r j i t 1 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer further states, that he has been informed by Lord 
Goderich that, in various former instances in which similar offices have been abolished, the 
parties holding them have been invariably pennitted to enjoy a retired allowance upon the 
abolition of their respective offices, and that as the offices m question are specially referred 
to in the last clause of Act 54th Geo. 3, c. , (whereby the Crown was restrained from 
granting such offices in future,) and are excepted from the operation of that Act during the 
lives of the then existing grantees, it would seem to be consistent with precedent and the 
equity of the case, to adopt the same course in the instance of the offices above referred to, 
and which are now proposed to be abolished. 

My Lords concur in this view of the case, and are of opinion that upon the abolition of 
the said offices, the foUowing retired allowances will be an adequate compensation to the 
several parties for the loss oAhe offices which they respectively hold, viz. 

To Mr. Sullivan - - - - £. 1,000 per annum 

(He retaining his office of Provost Marshal of Jamaica) 

To Mr. Farr ----- £. 1,000 per annum. 

To Mr, Chapman - - - - £. 1 ,000 ditto. 

In addition to his superannuation allowance of 1 ,ioo/. as a retired clerk in the Colonial 
Office ; but upon a full consideration of the circumstances of Mr. Hallam’s case. My Lords 
are pleased to gitmt him, on his retirement, 700/. pr annum, being the full salary of his 
office; and they direct that the said allowances shall commence from the 1st of January 
1832, and shall be payable respectively out of the revenues of the said colonies. 

Transmit copy of this Minute to Lord Howick, for the information of the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, and request he will move Lord Goderich to inform My Lords out of 
what colonial funds the said allowances can be paid, and what regulations it is proposed to 
adopt for the performance of the duties of these offices in future. 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 1st September 1832. * 

READ a Report from the Commissioners of Excise, dated 18th instant, setting forth that 
the impediments which heretofore existed to the comptrol and audit, at the Chief Office in 
London, of the whole of the Excise Accounts of the tjnited Kingdom, have been removed 
by the passing of the Act 2 & 3 W. 4, c. 1 03, to repeal so much of an Act of the 6th year 
of her Majesty Queen Anne as required the account of the Excise Revenue in Scotland to be 
made up and examined, entered and inrolled in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, and 
suggesting that immediate steps should be taken for the transfer of the department m 
accounts from Edinburgh to London, and for providing for the comptrol and audit thereof, 
from and after the 10th October, from which date the functions of the Comptroller and 
Auditor will cease. 

My Lords read the Act of the 2d & 3d W. 4, c. 103. which enacts, that “ all and every the 
Revenues and Duties of Excise any way appertaining to His Majesty within Scotland, and all 
Duties of Excise there arising and being, and all fines, penalties and fov||jtures which shall 
be incurred or become due and payable in Scotland under or by virtue of any law or laws 
relating to the Revenues of Excise, shall, when paid, answered, recovered, received and dis- 
charged, be accounted for, and the account thereof delivered, examined, controlled and 
audited by the Comptroller and Auditor of Excise appointed for the United Kingdom, with 
and in such manner only as the like revenues and duties, fines, penalties' and forfeitures 
arising in England, and directed to be accounted for, paid, answered, received and dis- 
charged, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON SINECURE OFFICES. 



[57 



charged, and the account thereof delivered, examined, comptrolled and audited, any thing 
in any Act or Acts to the contrary notwithstanding.” 

My Lords read also the 7th & 8ih Geo. 4, c. fi3, s. 49, which authorizes the appoint- 
ments under seal of a Comptroller and an Auditor for the United Kingdom, for the purpose 
of comptroliing and auditing respectively all the Excise accounts, with such salaries respec- 
tively as their Lordships may direct ; and enacts, that such Comptroller and Auditor respec- 
tively shall be in all respects subject to such rules as their Lordships may prescribe and 
transmit for their direction. 

As it appears from a perusal of the first recited Act, that the functions of the Comptroller 
and Auditor in Scotland will absolutely cease at the 10th of October, and as it is of great 
importance that there should be no intermission whatever of the comptrol aq4 audit of the 
accounts in question, My Lords will make arrangements for the appointment of a Comp- 
troller and an Auditor for the United Kingdom, under the authority of the 49 sect, of the 
7th & 8th Geo. 4, c. 53. In the mean time they direct letters to be written to the Comp- 
troller and Auditor, at the Chief Office respectively, acquainting them that the accounts, 
vouchers and other documents relating to the receipt and expenditure of this branch of the 
revenue in Scotland, will, from and after the lOth of October, be delivered into their offices 
for the purpose, until further directions shall be given by this Board, of being comptrolled 
and audited in the same manner as the like accounts and vouchers for England. They 
further direct that they will immediately report to My Lords whether any addition to the 
present establishment of their respective offices will be requisite, having reference to -the 
diminution of labour occasioned bj^the repeal of duties; and that they will also furnish 
this Board with a statement of the present authorized establishments of their departments, 
and of the names, ages and length of service of the persons now employed. 

With respect to those accounts arising in Scotland prior to the 10th of October, the 
examination of which may not be completed at that date, ' My Lords desire that the Comp- 
troller .and Auditor will report their opinion as to the best mode and the proper period of 
transferring them for the completion of the comptrol m:id audit to their respective offices in 



Write to the Comp-troller and Auditor in Scotland respectively, acquainting them that the 
Act 2 &- 3 Will. 4, c. 1 03, having repealed so much of the statute of the 6th Anne, c. 26, 
as requires the Scotch Excise accounts to be controlled, audited and inrolled in Scotland, 
and havino- provided that from and after the loth day of October next, the said accounts 
shall be comptrolled and audited with the accounts of the Excise Revenue m England, by 
the Comptroller and Auditor of Excise, appointed for that purpose for the United Kingdom, 
directions have been issued for forwarding the vouchers and all other documents relating 
to the accounts arising in Scotland, directly from the several collections m that country 
to London, to be examined in the respective departments of the Check Office at the Chief 
Office. With respect to those accounts, the comptrol and audit of which may now be in 
progress, it is their Lordships’ intention that the examinations should be proceeded with 
in Edinburgh up to the 10th of October, but that they should after that date be conducted 
by the Comptroller and Auditor in London. _ , , . .*1. ±1, n * 

As the offices of Comptroller and A editor m Scotland will thus cease at the 10th Octohei, 
Mv Lords desire to be furnished with a detailed statement of the respective establishments, 
and of the names, ages, length of service and qualifications of the.several persons at present 

^"rJansfnit Copy of the Report of the Commissioners of Excise to the Barons of the 
Exchequer. KB. And adverting to the Act 2 & 3 Will. 4, c. 103, acquaint them, that 
Mv Lords will make the necessary arrangement, in conformity with that Act, for the 
comptrol and audit of the accounts relating to the Scotch Excise Revenue, and the expen- 
diture thereout at the Chief Office of Excise in London, and that the accounts m questton, 
from and after the 10th October next, as well as those which relate to a period antecedent 
to Se x^h ^ they ha;e been comptrolled and audited or not. 'vhich ^ 

been swom to oi inrolled in the Conrt of E«heqt,er m Scotland, ^. 11 , m pursuance of 

*TSmm*°copy'Ttto Commissioners of Encis^^ and 



Coptr of PATENT, appointing Bichard Wharton Duff, Comptroller of Excise 
in Scotland. 

[This Office has been abolished in consequence of the Act s & 3 Will. 4, c. 103.] 

WTl T 1 AM the Fourth by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom .of Great Britain 
vVlLLlAiVl tne ’j ^ p p-ith • TO all to whom thes epresents shall come, 

and Ireland King, Patto by His Letters 

erecting: Wheeeas 0 “' > United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, beanng 
Patent under the Great heal of the Umted^^^^^ forty-fourth year of 

date at Weslminstei ™ ^ well-beloved Richard Wharton, Esquire, now 

His rei|nynve and^gr«nt uu^ of Comptroller of the Revenues and 

Richard marton Doff, . q ’ . j H , Duties whatsoever under the care and 

ra1e:LtoTthe“cVSls»l^c^^ 
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grant of the Offices of Searcher, Packer and Gauger of tlie Port oIWexford, 
unto Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees for life, after the death of John Lees, Esq. 

GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith, and so forth : TO all to whom these presents shall come. Greeting : 
Whereas Our right trusty and right w’ell-beloved Cousin and Counsellor, John Jefferies 
Earl Camden, Our then Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Our Kingdom of 
Ireland, in his letter to the Commissioners of Our Treasury, dated the twelfth day of June. 
One thousand seven hundred and ninety-eight, set forth that the office and offices of 
Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the Port of Wexford, with the creeks and members 
thereunto belonging or appertaining, in Our Kingdom of Ireland, are now held by John 
Lees, Esquire, by Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Ireland,for the term oThis natural 
life, too'ether with a yearly salary of Five hundred pounds, upon the establishment of Cus- 
toms in Our said Kingdom, and desired Our said Commissioners would lay before Us 
his humble request that We v/ould be graciously pleased to grant the said office and 
offices with the said salary, in reversion to Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, sons 
of the said John l.ees, and the survivor of them, To hold the same for their lives and 
the life of the survivor of them ; and if We should be graciously pleased to consent thereto, 
he requested Our said Commissioners would lay before us a proper letter for Our Royal 
Signature, directing Letters Patent to be passed under the Great Seal of Ireland, containing 
a grant in reversion of the said offices of Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the Port of Wex- 
ford, with the creeks and members thereunto belonging or appertaining, to the said 
Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, and the survivor of them, together with all fees, 
payments, emoluments, benefits and advantages whatsoever thereunto belonging or apper- 
taining, To have and to hold the same to them the said Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde 
Lees for and during their lives and the life of the survivor^ of them, immediately from 
and after the death, surrender, forfeiture or other avoidance of the said John Lees, or other 
sooner determination of the Letters Patent granted unto him as aforesaid, in as large and 
ample manner to all intents and purposes as the said John Lees or any otlier person or 
persons formerly held and enjoyed, or of right ought to have held and enjoyed the same, the 
said office and offices to be exercised and executed by the said Townshend. Lees and Thomas 
Orde Lees, or either of them, and the survivor of them, or their or either ot their sufficient 
deputy or deputies, or the deputy or deputies of the survivor of them, such deputy or deputies 
to be approved of by Our Lieutenant-General and General Governor, or other chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland for the time being, and also directing a clause to be inserted in the said 
Lettei-s Patent, giving and granting to the said Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, and 
the survivor of tnem, for and during their lives and the life of the survivor of them, a salary 
of Five hundred pounds sterling a year, as Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the Port of Wex- 
ford aforesaid, to be placed upon the establishment of Customs m Our said Kingdom of 
Ireland and to be paid and payable as other . salaries upon the said establishment are payable 
and paid; and also directing that all such clauses may be inserted m the said Letters 
Patch as may make the said ssratit most ftem, valid and efetnal and We being graciously 
pleased to condescend thereto: Kiioiv ye therefore. That We, ot Our special grace, certain 
kndedee and mere motion, by and with the advice and consent of 9ur trusty and entirely 
belied Cousin and Counsellor, Charles Marquis Cornwallis, Our Lieutenant-General and 
General Governor of Our said Kingdom of Ireland, and according to the tenor and effect 
of Our Letters under Our Privy Signet and Royal Sign Manual, bearing date at Out Court 
of Saint James's, the eighth day of June One thousand seven hundred and m 

the thirty-eighth year of Our reign, and now mrolled in the Rolls of Ooi High Court of 
Chanoeiy, in Our said Kingdom of Ireland, have given and granted, and by these presents 
forut oh heirs and succissors, We do give and grmit unto the said Townshend Lees 
and Thomas Orde Lees, and the survivor of them, the office and offices of Searohei , Packer 
and Gauger of all and singular the mctchandiaes, wares and goods whatsoever, winch shall 
tebrouelt into and carrild out of the Port of Wexford m Our said Kingdom oflreland, 
Sd a°l Leks and members to the said Port of Wexford belonging or appertaimng, together 
with all fees, perquisites, emoluments, benedts and advantages whatsoever theieunto belong- 

Lnl mL^bei^th^mJt^ belong, ig. inci- 

1 ' alllaues fees perquisites, emoluments, benefits and advantages whatsoever 

thereunto belongm oy n or persons whatsoever formerly held and enjoyed, 

’’ /X^ubf/ohXhel^arfenoycd the same, the said office and offices to heexer- 
or of nght ought to have X jja^ownshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, or either 
ciscd and , bv their or either of their deputy or deputies, or the 

of them and deputy or djpiifies to be approved of 

deputy or the deputies ° or other chief Governor or Governors of 

by Our Lieutenaiil-Geiie al 0^ ,i,„,ThatWe, of 

oiir said Kingdom of 'J™XkTol^ and mem motion, by and with the 

Sl“d “a Jesaid.Vd Urding to the toior and cfiict of Our aforesaid Letter^, 

n 4 
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have given and granted, and^by these presents for Us, Our heirs and successors. We do give 
and grant unto the said Townahend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees and the survivor of them 
a salary of Five hundred pounds a year as Searcher, Packer and Gauger of the Port of 
Wexford ajforesaid: To have and to Jiold the said salary of Five hundred pounds a year to 
them, the said Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees and the survivor of them, immediately 
from and after the death, surrender, forfeiture or other avoidance of the said John Lees, or 
other sooner determination of the said Letters Patent granted unto him as aforesaid, for and 
during the lives of the said Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, and during the life of 
the survivor of them, the said salary to be placed on the Establishment of Customs in 
Our said Kingdom of Ireland, and to be paid and payable as other salaries upon the said 
establishment are payable and paid : And Our further will and pleasure is. That these Our 
Letters Patent, and every thing therein contained and specified, or the inrollnieut thereof, 
shall be in an and every thing and things, firm, valid, snfiicient and effectual in the law unto 
the said Townshend Lees and Thomas Orde Lees, and the survivor of them as aforesaid, 
according to the true purport and tenor of these Our Letters Patent, without any further 
order, grant or confirmation from Us, Our heirs or successors, to he had, procured or 
obtained : Provided always, That these Our Letters Patent be inrolled in the Rolls of Our 
High Court of Chancery in Our said Kingdom of Ireland, within the space of six months next 
ensuing the date of these Presents : In witness whereof We have caused these Our Letters 
to be made Patent. Witness, Our aforesaid Lieutenant-General and Genei-al-Governor of Our 
said Kingdom of Ireland, at Dublin, the seventh day of August, in the thirty-eighth year 
of Our reign. 

' Glentioorth. 

Inrolled in the Office of the Rolls of His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery 
of Ireland, the sixteenth of August, in the thirty-eighth year of the 
reign of King George the Third, and examined by 

M. Frarilcs, 

Deputy Keeper of the Rolls. 



Copy of a DERIVATIVE GRANT or LEASE, dated the 25th of June 1819, under and 
by virtue of which the Office of Clerk of the Bills of His Majesty’s Customs and the 
Letters Patent thereof are conveyed to the Trustees of the Customs Annuity and 
Benevolent Fund for the benefit of the Fund. 



THIS INDENTURE of four parts, made the twenty-fifth day of June, In the fifty-ninth 
year of the reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and in the 
year of our Lord One thousand ekht hundred and nineteen, between Robert Nicholas, of 
Ashton Keynes, in the county of Wilts, esquire, and Samuel Peploe, of Garnstone, in the 
county of Hereford, esquire, of the first part; Ann Hare, wife of the Reverend Robert Hare, 
of Hurstmanceaux, in the county of Sussex, clerk, late the widow and relict of John Lewis, 
formerly of Havpton Court, in the county of Radnor, esquire, deceased, and which said 
Ann Hare concurs herein in her separate right, and Thomas Frankland Lewis, of Haifton 
Court aforesaid, esquire, of the second part ; James Karnshaw, Samuel Baldwin Harrison, 
Edward Dew, James Deacon Hume. Charles Welstead. Thomas Wilmott, Thomas Morris, 
F.dwurd James Mascall, and George William Frederick Delavaud, all of the Custom House 
m thy City of London, esquires, present Directois of a certain institution or fund at the 
Custom House, Loudon, called the Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund, established 
under the authority of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the fifty-seventh year of 
ffie reign of His present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for establishing and regulating the 
Fund for the Widows, Children and Relatives of Officers or Persons belonging to the 
Department of Customs in England,” of the third part; and Richard Beteuson Dean, 
Snowden Barne, John Buffer, the said James Earnshaw, and the said James Deacon Hume, 
ml of the Custom House aforesaid, esquires, the present Trustees of the said fund called 
ffie Custi^s Annuity and Benevolent Fund, of the fourth part: Whereas His present 
Majesty King George the Third, by His Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Great 
Bntmn, bearing date at Westminster the twelfth day of May, in the twenty-ninth year of 
His reign, after reciting that His late Royal Grandfather, King George the Second, by His 
Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Great Britain, dated at Westminster on the fifteenth 
day of July, in the thirty-fourth year of His reign, did for Himself. His heirs and successoi-s, 
gmnt unto His trusty and well-beloved Henry Lewis, esquire, the office of Clerk of the Bills 
ol His said Majesty’s Customs of and for all goods and merchandizes to be imported into and 
exported out of that part of Great Britain called England and Dominion of Wales ; the 
said -Henry Lewis, liis executors, administrators and assigns, to do and execute all things in 
the manner as therein was expressed to be done and executed, and to receive and take the 
sums ot money, fees, aUowances and rewards to the said office belonging, and to have, hold, 
enjoy and exercise the said office and other the premises, as well by him and themselves, 
as y 18, eir or any of their sufficient deputy or deputies, during the term of thirty-one 
yeap next and immediately from the date of the said Letters Patent; yielding and paying 
during the said term unto His said Royal Grandfather, His heirs and successo^. the yearly 
e 01 sum of Six pounds thirteen shillings and four-pence of lawful money of Great Britain, 
as therein mentioned, and which said term of thirty-one years would expire on the fifteenth 

day 
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day of J uly One thousajid seven hundred and ninety-one, did the considerations therein 
expressed, give and grant unto His trusty and well-beloved John Lewis, esquire, the afore- 
said office or place of Clerk of the Bills of His Majesty’s Customs of and for all and singular 
the wares, goods, merchandizes and commodities from time to time to be impoi’ted into and 
exported out of that part of the Kingdom of Great Britain called England and Dominion 
of Wales ; and him, the said John Lewis, his executors, administrators and assigns, the 
Clwk and Clerks of the said Bills, to do, execute and perform all matters and things Ly such 
officer or officers as they or any of them should depute in manner thereinafter mentioned ; 
and to receive, perceive and take all and singular the sums of money, fees, allowances and 
rewards whatsoever to the said office belonging, or therewith or at any time or times there- 
tofore had, received or enjoyed by any person or persons wliatsoever. His said present 
Majesty did, for Himself, His heirs and successors, nominate, create, appoint, ordain and 
constitute, To have, hold, execute and enjoy the said office, together with all the sums of 
money, fees, allowances, wages and rewards whatsoever to the said office belonging, or 
therewith, or at any time theretofore had, received or enjoyed by any person or persons 
whatsoever, to the said John Lewis, his executors, administrators and assigns, as well by 
him and them as by his, their or any of their sufficient deputy or deputies, next and 
immediately from and after the expiration of the said term of thirty-one yeans in and by 
the said therein recited Letters Patent so granted to the said John Lewis, his executors, 
administrators and assigns as aforesaid, for the said term of thirty-one years from thenceforth 
next ensuing and fully to be complete and ended ; yielding and paying therefore unto His 
present Majesty, His heirs and successors, during the said terra, the yearly rent or sum of 
Six pounds thirteen shillings and four-pence into the receipt of His Exchequer or to the 
hands of the Receiver General of His said present Majesty, His heirs and successors, for 
the time being, of His said county of Middlesex, at the two most usual feasts or times 
in the year, videlicet, on the feast of St. Michael the Archangel and the Anmmeiation of 
the Blessed Vimin Mary, by even portions, the first payment thereof to begin and be made 
on such of the feast days as should first happen after the expiration of the sard term by the 
said Letters Patent granted ; And whereas by virtue of the will of the said John Lewis, 
bearing date the sixth day of November One thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, and 
proved on or about the day of in the Prerogative Court of the Arch- 

bishop of Canterbury; and also by virtue of an Indenture of Assignment bearing date the 
seventh day of October One thousand eight hundred and twelve, and made between the 
said Thomas Frankland Lewis, by the description of Thomas Frankland Lewis, of Harplon 
' Court, in the county of Radnor, esquire, son of the said John Lewis deceased and legatee in 
his said will named, of the one part; and Sir Thomas Frankland, of Thirkelby Park, in the 
county of York, baronet, uncle of the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, of the other part ; and 
further by virtue of a certain other Indenture of Assignment bearing date the twenty-eighth 
day of June One thousand eight hundred arfd fourteen, and made between the said Sir 
Thomas Frankland of the one part, and the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe of 
the other part, the said office of the Clerk of the Bills of His Majesty’s Customs, and all 
sums of money, fees, allowances and rewards whatsoever_ to the said office belonging or 
therewith had, received and enjoyed; and also the said last in part recited Letters 
Patent of His said Majesty of the said office, and all powers, benefit and advantage 
thereof were duly assigned by the said last-mentioned Indenture unto the said Robert 
Nicholas and Samuel' Peploe, their executors, administrators and assigns, for all the 
residue of the said term of thirty-one years by the said last recited Letters Patent granted, 
then to come and unexpired, subject to the rent in and by the said Letters Patent reserved, 
and which on the part of the grantee, his executors, administrators and assigns, were and 
ought to be paid ; Nevertheless upon the trusts and for the intents and purposes in and by 
the said last-mentioned Indenture expressed and declared and hereinafter m part recited 
concerning the same (that is to say), In trust during so manyyears of saidterm of thirty- 
one vearsls the said Ann Hare, tfie wife of the said Robert Hare, should live to pay and 
dispose of the profits and proceeds of the said office thereby assigned unto such persons, 
and for such purposes as she the said Ann Hare should by any note or writing under her 
hand, notwithstanding her then present or any future coverture, appoint; and for want of 
such appointment ancf subject thereto, to pay such profits or so much thereof as the said 
Ann Hare should not make any such appointment of as aforesaid into the hands of the said 
Ann Hare for her own separate use, exclusively of her then present or any future husband, 
as therein particularly mentioned ; and after the decease of the said Ann Hare, then in trust 
for George Cornewall Lewis (the eldest son of the said Thomas Frankland Lewis), now ^ 
infant under the age of twenty-one years, to wit, of the age of thirteen yea^or thereabouts, 
his executors, administrators and assigns absolutely: And whereas His said present 
Majesty King George the Third, also by His further Letters Patent under th^ ^ 

of Grelt Britain, blaring date at Westminster the twenty-eighth day of August m the 
fiftyseventhyear of His reign, after reciting the last-recited Letters Patent, and that the said 
UUers Patent so granted to the said John Lewis as aforesaid would expire on the fifteenth 
div of July One Lusand eight hundred and twenty-two, tor the cons.dmations herein 
expressed, did for Himself and His successors give and grant unto the said Robert Nicholas 
the said office of Clerk of the Bills of His said Majesty’s Customs of and or all goods and 
merchandizes from time to time to be imported into and exported out of that pait of Great 
Britaffi called England and His said Majesty’s Dominion of Wales and him the said 
■Rohort Nicholas his executors, administrators and assigns to be Clerk and Clerks of the 
S Bills to do and execute all matters and things of such officer and officers as they or 
' i 
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any of them should depute relating to or in anywise concerning the said office to he done, 
executed and performed, and to perceive, receive and take all and singular the sums of money, 
fees, allowances and rewards whatsoever to the said office belonging, or therewith had or 

enjoyed; His said Majesty did thereby for Himself, His heirs and successors, nominate, 
create, appoint, ordain and constitute, to hold, receive and enjoy the said office, together 
with all sums of money, fees, allowances and rewards thereto belonging or therewith received 
and enjoyed, unto the said Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators and assigns, as- 
well by him and themselves as by his, their or any of their sufficient deputy or deputies, 
immediately from and after the expiration of the said term of thirty-one years, by the said 
last-recited Letters Patent granted to the said John Lewis for and during the term of twenty- 
six years from thenceforth next and immediately ensuing and fully to be complete and 
ended, yielding and paying therefore unto His said present Majesty, His heirs and successoi’s, 
during the said term of twenty-six years by the said now-reciting Letters Patent granted, 
the yearly rent of Six pounds thirteen shillings and four-pence iiitfj» the receipt of His 
Majesty’s Exchequer, or to the hands of the Receiver General of His said Majesty for the 
county of Middlesex, payable half-yearly at ‘the Feast of Saint Michael the Archangel and 
the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary by equal portions, the first payment thereof 
to he made on such one of the said Feasts as should next happen after the expiration of the 
said term by the said last-recited Letters Patent granted, together with such powers, privi- 
leges and authorities as are therein given and granted ; nevertheless under and subject to 
such provisoes, stipulations and agreements as are therein expressed and contained, and on 
the part of the said grantee, his executors, administrators and assigns, to be observed and per- 
fonne.d : And whereas the said last-recited Letters Patent were made and granted to the said 
Robert Nicholas as trustee only for the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, his executors, adminis- 
trators and assigns, for his and their absolute use, as he the said Robert Nicholas doth hereby 
admit and acknowledge : And whereas the Directors of the said fund, called the Customs 
Annuity and Benevolent Fund, parties hereto of the third part, considering that it would be 
greatly beneficial to the said Fund if the said office of Clerk of the Bills aforesaid and the 
privileges thereof were vested in the Trustees of the said Fund, did shortly since negotiate 
and agree with the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, as trustees under the Said 
hereinbefore mentioned Indenture of the twenty-eighth day of June One thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, of the said first-recited and existing Letters Patent, with the consent 
and approbation of the said Ann Hare, as cestui que trust for her life for her separate use, 
under the same Indenture, and also with the said Nobert Nicholas, as trustee of the said 
last-recited and renewed Letters Patent, with the consent and approbation of the said Thomas 
Frankland Lewis, as sole cestui que trust of the same Patent respectively, for the obtain- 
ing of a derivative grant or lease of the said office' of Clerk of the Bills aforesaid and of all 
profits, fees’ and emoluments belonging thereto, and of the said two several hereinbefore- 
recited Letters Patent, and all powers and benefit thereof, for and during the residue now to 
come and unexpired of the said term of ihirty-one years granted by the said first-recited 
and existing Letters Patent, bearing date the twelfth day of May, in the twenty-ninth year 
of the present reign, and for the said term of twenty-six years, by the said last-recited and 
renewed Letters Patent, bearing date the twenty-eighth day of August, in the fifty-seventh 
year of the same reign, save and except the last day of each of the said terms respectively, 
at and under the yearly rent hereinafter reserved to be given for the said underlease, and 
under and subject to the other terms, provisoes, stipulations and agreements hereinafter 
expressed and contained : And particularly it was agreed, that the said Directors should 
have the pre-emption of the whole and entire interest in the said office, and the benefit of 
the said Letters Patent thereof respectively, after the time and upon the terms expressed 
in theagreemeots hereinafter contained in that behalf; And whereas it hath been agreed 
that the said Lease or Grant should be made to the said parties hereto of the fourth part, 
as the present Trustees of the said Fund, their executors, administrators and assigns, in 
trust, to be holden by them for the benefit of the said P’und, and to be from time to time 
granted, assigned, deputed and disposed of as the said Directors parties hereto, or other 
the Directors for the time being or the said Fund, or the major part of them, shall from 
time to time appoint : And whereas the said Ann Hare, as cestui que trust for her life for 
her separate use of the said first-recited and existing Letters Patent under the trusts of the 
said recited Indenture of the twenty-eighth day of June One thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen, as aforesaid, and also the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, as sole cestui que trust 
of the said last-recited and renewed Letters Patent as hereinbefore recited, are fully assent- 
ing to the said agreement made by their trustees as aforesaid, and have agreed to concur 
herein, to the effect and in the manner hereinafter appointed; and the said Ann Hare, in 
respect of her separate estate for life as aforesaid, and also the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, 
have re^ectively agreed to enter into their covenant, binding their heirs, with the said 
parties hereto of the fourth part, for the confirmation of these presents by the aforesaid 
George Cornewall Lewis when he shall attain his age of twenty-one years, in case such con- 
firmation shall be then deemed necessary or expedient in that behalf ; Now this Indenture 
witnesseth. That m pursuance and performance of the said recited Agreement, and for and 
in consideiation of the rent hereinafter reserved, and of the provisoes, stipulations and 
agreements hereinafter contained, they the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, as 
trustees or the said first-recited and existing Letters Patent under and by virtue of the said 
Jiei'einberore mentioned Indenture of Assignment of the twenty-eighth day of Jun^ One 
thpiisaiid eight himdred and fourteen, and also the, said Robert l^icholas, as the sole trustee 
or the said last-recited and renewed Letters Patent, and with the consent and approbation 
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of the said Aim Hare m her separate right, and the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, as sacli 
cestui me trasls as aforesaid, and on the nomination and appointment of the said Directors 
paitie,s hereto of the third part respectively, teatiSed as to all the said parties respectlvelv 
by their respective executions hereof, have, and each of them by way of assurance only and 
or warranty, hath granted, demised and leased, deputed and appointed! and 
by these F'^ots do and each ot them (by way of assurance onlv, and not of covenant or 
warranty) doth grant, demise and lease, and the said Ann Hare and Thomas Frankland Lewis 
have and each of them hath granted, demised and leased, ratified and confirmed, and by 
these piesents do and each of them doth grant, demise and lease, ratify and confirm unto 
the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and 
^mes Doaeon Huine, their executors, administrators and assigns. All that the said 
Office of Clerk of the.Bills of His Majesa's Customs, and the fuil exemise anrLneflt 
thereof, and dso full right and title of and to all sums of money, fees, allowances and 
rewaids whatsoever to the said office belonging or accustomably Iheiewith had received or 
enjoyed by any person or persons whomsoever, together also with the full benefit and advan- 
*i-®n°.i“^ two several bereinbefore in part recited Letters Patent respectively, and 
of all other powers and authorities therein given, granted and contained, in as full amnle and 
beneficida manner to all intents and purposes whatsoever as the said Robert Nicholas and 
bamuei 1 eploe, or either of them, can or may grant or demise the same, together with full 
power and aulhonty to and for them, the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne 
John Jiuller, James tarnshaw and James Deacon Hume, their executors, administrators and 
assigns, to grant over and delegate to any person or persons whom the said Directors for the 
time being of the said Fund, called the Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund, or the major 
part of them shall by any writing or writings under their hands nominate or appoint, the smd 
oftce fees, allowances, rewards. Letters Patent, and the powers and remedies therein and thereby 
given and granted, and all and singular other the premises hereby granted and demised re- 
spectively, or intended so to be, or any of them, or any part or parts thereof; To have hold use 
and exercise, receive, take and enjoy the said office. Letters Patent, fees, profits, emoluments 
and all and singular other the premises hereby granted and demised respectively, or intended 
so to be, and every part and parcel of the same, with the appurtenances, unto the said 
Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barae, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon 
Hume, their executors, administrators and assigns, from the tenth day of April now last past, and 
thenceforth for and during all the residue and remainder now to come and unexpired of the 
said term of thiity-one years and for the said term of twenty-six years respectively granted 
by the said Letters Patent respectively, save only and except and reserving the last day of 
each of the said two several terms respectively, subject nevertheless to the several powers 
and provisoes hereinafter contained for the prior determination of this present demise or 
grant, and the terms hereby demised and granted respectively, yielding and paying therefore 
yearly and every year during the residue now unexpived of the said term of thirty%ne years 
granted by the said first recited and existing Letters Patent, and hereby also demised and 
granted or intended so to be, save and except the last day thereof as aforesaid, unto the said 
Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, their executors, administrators and assigns, as Trus- 
tees of the said term, under the said hereinbefore mentioned Indenture of Assignment of the ' 
twenty-eighth day of June One thousand eight hundred and fourteen, and upon the trusts of 
the same fndenture, the yearly rent or sum of two thousand pounds of lawful money current 
in Great Britain, to be payable and paid at the times and in the manner hereinafter mentioned : 
And also yielding and paying therefore yearly and every year during the said term of 
twenty-six yeare, granted fcy the said last recited and renewed Letters Patent, and hereby 
also granted and demised or intended so to be (save and except the last oay of the same 
term as aforesaid) unto the said Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators and assigns, 
as Trustee of the same term for the said Thomas Frankland Lewis as aforesaid, and upon 
trust for him the said Thomas Frankland laewis and his executors, administratq^s and 
assigns, the yearly rent or sum of two thousand pounds of lawful money aforesaid, to be 
payable at the times and in the manner hereinafter mentioned, (that is to say) the said 
yearly rent of two thousand pounds hereinbefore reserved and made payable to the said 
Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, their executors, administrators and assigns, upon tlie 
trusts aforesaid, and also the said yearly rent of two thousand pounds hereinbefore reserved 
and made payable to the said R,obert Nicholas, his executors, administrators and assigns, 
solely upon the trusts aforesaid, to be respectively paid and payable to them respectively, 
according to the reseiwation aforesaid, at or in the banking-house of Messrs. Stephensons, 
Remingtons, Smith and Company, at Lombard Street, in the City of London, or at or in 
such otlier banking-house or banking-houses within the Cities of London or Westminster, or 
one of them, as the said Robert Nicholas andBamuel Peploe, or the survivor of them, his 
executors, administrators or assigns, as to the said rent of two thousand pounds first herein- 
before reserved to them: And tne said Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators or 
assigns, as to the said rent of two thousand pounds lastly hereinbefore reserved to him, shall 
by any writing or writings under their, his or her hands or hand, from time to time direct or 
appoint to receive the same, and to be so respectively payable and paid as aforesaid, by 
equal quarterly portions on the tenth day of January, the tenth <Iay of April, the tenth day o"f 
July and the tenth day of October in every. year, the Brst of the said quarterly proportions 
of the said rent of two thousand pounds hereinbefore reserved to the said Robert Nicholas 
and Samuel Peploe, their executors, admiuistralors and assigns, to commence and be paid 
to thern respectively on the tenth day of July now next, and the first of the said quarterly 
proportions of the said rent of two thousand pounds lastly hereinbefore feserved to the said 
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Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators and assigns, to commence and be paid to 
him and them respectively on such one of the said quarterly days as shall first or next 
happen after the commencement of the said term of twenty-six years, granted by the said 
last recited and -tenewed Letters Patent : And each of the said rents respectively and the 
proportional parts thereof respectively as aforesaid, to be payable and paid at the times and 
m the manner aforesaid, free and clear of and from all taxes, charges, rates, assessments and 
impositions whatsoever, either already taxed, charged, rated, assessed or imposed, or at any 
time or times and from time to time hereafter, during the said respective terms of thirty-one 
years and twenty-six years hereby granted, except as aforesaid, to be taxed, charged, rated, 
assessed or imposed upon the said office. Letters Patent and premises respectively hereby 
demised and granted respectively or intended so to be, or any part or parts thereof, or upon 
the said Richard Betenson, Dean, Snowden Beyne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James 
Deacon Hume, their executors, administrators and assigns in respect thereof, by authority 
of Parliament or otherwise, howsoever the property or income tax for the time being, if any, 
subsisting only excepted : Provided nevertheless, and it is hereby expressly declared and 
agreed by and between the said parties hereto, that if any one or more of the said quarterly 
proportions or payments of the yearly rents of two thousand pounds and two thousand pounds 
hereinbefore respectively reserved and made payable, shall not be duly paid and satisfied on 
the several days and times hereinbefore mentioned and appointed for the payment of the 
same respectively, and the same quarterly payments of the said rent so unpaid as aforesaid 
shall not thereafter be duly paid and satisfied at the place aforesaid in the proportions and 
manner hereinafter stated ; to wit, In case the quarterly payment or any other quarterly 
payment of the said rent which will become due on the tenth day of January next, or any 
other tenth day of January in any one year during the said term hereby granted, shall not 
be duly paid on or before the tenth day of April then next following, or in case the quarterly 
payment or any other quarterly payment of the said rent which will become due on the tenth 
day of April now next, or any other tenth day of April in any year during the said term 
hereby granted, shall not be duly paid on or before the tenth day of July then next follow- 
ing, or in case the quarterly payment or any other quarterly payment of the said rent which 
wdl become due on the tentn day of July now next, or any other tenth day of July in any 
year during the said term hereby granted, shall not be duly paid on or before the tenth day 
of October then next following, or in case the quarterly payment or any other quarierly 
payment of the said rent which will become due on the tentli day of October now next, or 
any other tenth day of October in. any one year during the said term hereby granted, shall 
not be duly paid on or before the tenth day of January then next following ; or if the said 
Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon 
Hume, their executors, administrators or assigns, or any person or persons, deputy or depu- 
ties claiming under them, or any or either of them, shall do or commit, or permit or suffer to 
be done or committed any act, deed or default whatsoever whereby the said hereinbefore first 
recited and existing Letters Patent, or the said lastly recited and renewed Letters Patent or 
either of them, or the benefit of renewal thereof respectively, or any rights or privileges 
thereunder respectively shall or may become liable to be forfeited or lost, damnified or pre- 
judiced In any way howsoever, then and in each, any or either of the said cases, and so 
from time to time, when and so often as any such act, deed or default, shall arise or accrue 
as aforesaid, and notwithstanding any waiver of any prior right or rights accruing under this 
present proviso, butso as to give successive rights from time to time as often as auy or either 
of the said acts, deeds or defaults shall happen, it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, their executors, administrators and assig-ns, as to 
the residue of the said term of thirty-one years granted by the said first recited and existing 
Letters Patent, and to and for the said Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators and 
assigns, as to the said term of twenty-six years granted by the said lastly recited and 
renewed Letters Patent, after having first given to the said Richard Betenson Dean, 
bnowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume, or the survivors 
or survivor of them, or the executors, administrators or assigns of such survivor, in the event 
of the nonpayment of the said rent hereby reserved on the days and times and iu manner afore- 
said, two calendar months notice in writing under their, his or her hands or band, demand- 
ing payment of the same rent and all arrears which at that time shall be due and owing 
under and by virtue of these presents, either personally or by affixing such notice and 
conspicuous part of the counting-house or office hereinafter mentioned; and 
aiter default shall have been made in payment of such rent and arrears of rent respectively 
pursuant to such notice, or in the event of any such act, deed or default whatsoever being done 
or committed so as to expose the said Letters Patent, or the right of renewal thereof respec- 
iveIy,oi any other rights thereunder respectively, to forfeiture, loss, damage or prejudice as 
nereinberore mentioned as aforesaid, then also in this last case, after havingfirst given to the said 
ichard B^euson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon 
ume, or the survivors or survivor of them, or the executors, administrators or assiens of such 
survivor, notice m writing under their, his or her hands, requiring such act, deed or default 
as a oresaid to be forthwith discontinued or suspended : And if such act, deed or default 
^ be continued as aforesaid after such notice as aforesaid by any writia®' or writings 
under their, his or her hands or hand to be given to the said Richard Betenson Dean, 
nowden Rarne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume, or the survivors 
or survivor of them, his or her executors or administrators, some or one of them, or left for 
tnei^ some or one of them, at their, his or her lastor most usual place of abode in Eno-Iand. 
or amxed to some conspicuous part of the counting-house or office at the Custom House 
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ov elsewhere, where the business of the said Patent Office shall for the time being be 
carried on, absolutely to determine this present grant and demise, and the terms hereby 
demised and granted to all intents and purposes whatsoever: And that from and after the 
giving, leaving or affixing of any such notice as aforesaid, these presents, and the demise 
and grant hereby respectively made, and every covenant and agreement for the benefit of 
the said fund, or with the trustees thereof herein contained, shall thereupon accordingly 
cease and determine; And the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, their executors, 
administrators and assigns, as to the said term of thirty-one years, granted by the said first 
recited and existing Letters Patent, and the said Robert Nicholas, hU executors, admini- 
strators and assigns, as to the said term of twenty-six years, granted by the said last recited 
and renewed Letters Patent respectively, shall immediately tlienafter re-enter into aird 
I upon, take and have the posse.ssion of the said office of Clerk of the Bills of His said 
Majesty’s Customs) and the said Letters Patent, and other the premises respectively hereby 
granted and demised respectively, or intended so to be, and all future sum and sums of 
money, fees, perquisites, profits and emoluments thereof, in like manner to all intents and 
purposes as if these presents had not been made (any thing hereinbefore contained to the 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding), the intent of the said parties hereto being, 
that in case of such resumption as aforesaid agreeably to the stipulations herein contained, 
the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buffer, James Earnsbaw and James 
Deacon Hume, their executors, administrators and assigns, and all persons claiming under 
them, or any' of them, shall be debarred from all claim in equity agiKvell as at law of this 
present grant or demise : Provided also, and it is hereby further declared and agreed by and 
between all the said parties hereto, that if at any time hereafter during the continuance of 
the said terms of thirty-one years and twenty-six years respectively granted by the said 
Letters Patent, and hereby also granted and demised respectively, or intended so to be, 
save and except as to the last day of each of them, the said Directors of the said Cus- 
toms Annuity and Benevolent Fund for the time being, or the major part of them, shall 
be desirous of determining the demise and grant hereby made, it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Baine, John Buffer, James Earnshaw 
and James Deacon Hume, as such trustees as aforesaid, or the survivors or survivor of them, 
or the executors, administrators or assigns of such survivor, and they and he are and is 
hereby required (on the request of the said directors for the time being of the said fund, 
or the major part of them, to be testified by some writing or writings under their hands) 
to give notice in writing of such their desire to the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, 
their executors, administrators and assigns, during the residue of the said tenn of thirty-one 
years, granted by the said first recited and existing Letters Patent, and to the said Robert 
Nicholas, his executors, administrators or assigns during the said term of twenty-six years, 
granted by the said last recited and renewed Letters Patent, by delivering the same personally 
to the said parties respectively, ov by leaving the same at their, his or her last or most usual 
residence or abode in England three calendar months previous to any of the quarterly days 
hereinbefore appointed for payment of the said rent hereby reserved, and upon payment of 
the said rent and all arrears thereof up to the end of such notice, or so much and such part 
of the said rent and arrears of rent (if any) respectively us the net profits and emoluments 
then arisen ov arising from the said office and Letters Patent, after paying all expenses of 
managing and conducting the same, or otherwise relating thereto, will extend to pay and 
satisfy, to determine and make void this present grant and demise, and the terms hereby 
granted and demised respectively to all their future and prospective intents and purposes 
whatsoever ; and that from and after the giving ov leaving such notice as last aforesaid, and 
upon payment of such rent and arrears of rent as aforesaid, these presents, and the grant, 
demise or deputation hereby respectively made, shall thereupon cease and determine, any 
thing hereinbefore or hereinafter contained to the contrary thereof in anyvvise notwith- 
standing : But there is not in such case to be anyrent then already paid to be refunded by the 
said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, or either of them, their, or either of their executors, 
administrators or assigns: And the said Directors, parties hereto, of the third part, to the 
extent and value only of the ultimate emolument accruing to the said fund, caued the Cus- 
toms Annuity and Benevolent Fund, from this present demise, after paying the rent aforesaid, 
and all expenses of conducting the said office or otherwise incident to the said Letters 
Patent, and including therein the salary or allowance of any deputy or deputies to be 
employed in managing the same under these presents, do hereby, for themselves, them 
executors and administrators, covenant and agree with the said Robert Nicholas and banmel 
Peploe, their executors, administrators and assigns, as to the said first recited and existing^ 
Letters Patent, and to and with the said Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators 
and assigns, as to the said last recited and renewed Letters latent respectively, in manner 
following; (that is to say) That the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Same, John 
Buffer, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume, as such trustees for the said fund, called 
the Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund, as aforesaid, or the survivors or survivor of 
them, as aforesaid, his executors, administrators or assigns, or the said Directois, paities 
hereto, of the third part, or their or his deputy or deputies, or other person or persons to 
be employed by them or him respectively, shall not, nor will at any time or times during 
the continuance of the grant and demise hereby made, do or commit, or willingly or know- 
ingly permit or suffer to be done or committed any act or deed whatsoever 'vlier^y or by 
rellon or means whereof, the said office of Clerk of the Bills of Entry of His Majesty s 
Customs, and the Letters Patent thereof hereby granted, demised and deputed respectively, 
or intended so to be, shall or may be or become liable to be forieited, damnified orpiejudiced 
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in any way howsoever, or the right of renewal of the said Letters Patent forfeited, pre- 
judiced or suspended; and that in case the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, 
John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume (as such trustees as aforesaid), or 
the survivors or survivor of them, or the executors, administrators or assigns of such 
survivor, shall at any time hereafter on the request of the said Directors for the time being 
of the said fund, or the major part of them, determine and make void these presents, and the 
grant demise and deputation hereby made pursuant to the power for that purpose herein- 
before contained ; or in case the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, their executors, 
administrators or assigns, as to the residue of the said term of thirty-one years, or the said 
Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators or assigns, as to the said term of twenty-six 
years, shall determine and make void these presents, in pursuance of the powers hereby to 
them reserved in that behalf, then aud in either of the said cases, that they tlie 'said ^ 
Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon 
Hume, as such trustees as aforesaid, their executors, administrators or assigns, or the said 
Directors for the time being of the said fund, or any three or more of them, shall and will ou 
and after the determination of these presents, and the grant and demise hereby made, give 
to the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, or the survivor of them, his executors, 
administrators or assigns, during the said term of thirty-one years, granted by the said 
first-recited and existing Letters Patent, and unto the said Robert Nicholas, as such sole 
trustee as aforesaid, his executors, administrators and assigns, during the said term of 
twenty-six years, granifed. by the said last-recited and renewed Letters Patent, all proper 
and requisite information as to the then state of the said office of Clerk of the Bills of 
His Majesty’s Customs, and the then conduct and management thereof, and particularly of 
the nuriiber of subscribers then belonging to the same, and their residences or abodes, 
and generally all such other information relating thereto as maybe proper and requisite to 
enable the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, as such trustees as aforesaid, their 
executors, administrators and assigns, or their or his deputy or deputies, to resume 
the said office, and the conduct and management thereof, after the determination of these 
presents, and the grant and demise hereby made to the best advantage : And each of 
them, the said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, as such respective trustees as aforesaid, 
severally and apart from the other of them, and as conceruiug only his own acts, deeds and 
defaults, doth hereby for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, covenant and 
agree with the said 'fe.ichard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw 
and James Deacon Hume, their executors, administrators and assigns, that they the said 
Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe respectively have not at any lime or times heretofore 
made, done, committed or privily sutlered, and shall not nor will at any time hereafter, 
during the continuance of these presents and the grant and demise hereby made, make, do, 
commit or privily suffer any act or deed whatsoever, whereby or by reason or means whereof 
the said office. Letters Patent and premises respectively hereby granted, demised and 
deputed respectively, or intended so to be, or any part thereof is, are, can, shall or may he, 
or be in danger of being forfeited, damnified, impeached, incumtrered or prejudiced in any 
way howsoever, save and except as hereinafter mentioned : And the said Ann Hare, in 
respect of her separate estate or interest for her life of the said first recited and existing 
Letters Patent, and in the nature of an appointment of the same separate estate and interest, 
to the extent of damages and costs to be recovered for breach of any or either of the 
covenants and agreements hereinafter contained ; and also the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, 
as sole cestuique trust of the said lastly recited and renewed Letters Patent, severally and 
apart from the other of them, and as concerning only her and his own acts, deeds and 
defaults, doth hereby for herself and himself, aod'her and his heirs, executors and adminis- 
trators, covenant aud agree with the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John 
Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume, their executors, administrators and 
assigns, that they, the said Ann Hare and Thomas Frankland Lewis, or the said Robert 
Nicholas and Samuel Peploe as their trustees aforesaid, have not nor have or hath any or 
either of them, at any time or times heretofore, made, done, committed or privily suffered, 
and that they., any or either of them, shall not nor will, at any time or times hereafter, 
make, do, commit or privily suffer any act, deed, matter or thing whatsoever, whereby or by 
reason or means whereof the said .office, Letters Patent and premises respectively hereby, 
demised, granted and deputed respectively, or intended so to be, is, are, can. shall or may 
be or be in danger of being forfeited, damnified, impeached or prejudiced in any way, 
how'soever, (other than and except a certain grant, demise or lease, dated the thirty-first, 
^day of December One thousand eight hundred and six, and made and granted by ttie 
aforesaid Thomas Frankland Lewis to James Wright, of Liverpool, of all interest or benefit 
from all publications arising from the bills of entry of all goods and merchandizes to be 
imported into or exported out of the port of Liverpool, in the county of Lancaster, for the 
term of ten years from the first day of December One tliousand eight hundred and six, at 
the yearly rent of fifty-seven pounds fifteen shillings, andsubject to the stipulations and agree- 
ments therein contained ; and also except a certain agreement made by the said Thomas 
Frankland Lewis wiih the said James Wright, dated the thirteenth day of May One 
thousand eight hundred and nine, for extending the term '^ranted by the said last mentioned 
lease, for so long a term or time beyond the said term ten years mentioned in the said 
lease as the said Thomas Frankland Lewis should continue the owner or patentee of the said 
Letters Paterit, at and under the like yearly rent and subject to the like stipulations as were 
and are contained in the. said lease or grant) : And further, that they, the said Ann Hare and 
Thomas brankUnd Lewis,, their executors or administrators, some or one of them, shall and will, . 
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from time to time during the continuance of this present grant and demise, well and truly 
pay “t <Jjmse to be paid the rent or rents of six pounds thirteen shillings and four-pence 
leserved by the said Letters Patent, and erery part thereof, from time to time, when and as 
h® shall become payable, and of and from the payment of 

fed "I'f- “haiges, damages and exnenses on account 

thereof, shall and wi I indemnify and saye harmless the said Trustees and Directors of the 
said fund respectively parties hereto, their executors, administrators and assigns, and every 
d a 0?"' an ‘heir lands and tenements, goods and chattels, and every part 

N chnlss std Vm Thooias Frankland Lewis, Robert 

Nicholas and Samuel Peploe, as such trustees aforesaid, respectively, and their respective 
executors, administrators and assigns, and all and every other 'person m persons whomLver, 
nohtfully elamPng or to claim by, from, through, under or in trust for them, any or either 
of them, shall and will, at any time or times and from time to time hereafter, during the 
continuance of tins present grant, demise and deputation respectively, on every reasonable 
request of th^ said Richard Betensou Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw 
and James Deacon Hume (as such trustees as aforesaid), or the survivors or survivor of 
them, or the pecutors, administrators or assigns of such sui-vivor, but at the costs and 
charges ot their said trust estate, dr on the request, costs and charges of the said Directors 
tor the time being of the said fund, or the major part of them, make, do and execute, or 
cause to be made, done and executed, all and every such further and other lawful and 
reasonable acts, deeds and assurances in the law whatsoever, for further, better, more 
pertecily or satisfactorily granting, demising, deputing, appointing or otherwise assuring 
the said omce, Letters Patent and premises respectively hereby granted, demised and 
deputed respectively, or mentioned or intended so to he, and every part thereof with the 
appurtenances, unto the said Richard Betensou Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James 
Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume, their executors, administrators and assigns, for and 
during the respective residues and remainders then to come and unexpired of the said two 
several terms of thirty-one years and twenty-six years vesper: lively granted by the said 
Letters Patent, save and except the last day of each of the saitl teiius respectively hereby 
reserved thereout as aforesaid, (determinable as aforesaid,) upon the trusts and in the manner 
aforesaid, and according to the true intent and meaning of these presents as by the said 
Richard Betenson Deane, Snowden Barne, John BuUer, James Earnshaw and James 
Deacon Hume (as such trustees as aforesaid), ,or the survivors and. survivor of them, or the 
executors, administrators or assigns of such survivor, or the said Directors for the time being 
of the said fund, or the major part of them, or their or his counsel in the law shall be advised 
or devised and required: And furthermore, that the aforesaid George Cornwall Lewis, the 
ultimate cestuisque trust of the said first recited and existing Letters Patent, after the death of 
the said Ann Hare, under the said recited Indenture of Assignment of the twentv-eighth clay 
of June One thousand eight hundred and fourteen, shall and will, when and so soon as he 
stiali have attained his age of twenty-one years, or in case of his death under that age, then 
his executors or administrators, if he or they shall be thereunto requested by the said 
Richard -Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon 
Hunie, as such trustees as aforesaid, or the survivors or survivor of them, or the executors, 
administrators or assigns of such survivor, or on the request of the said Directors for the 
time being ot tlie said fund, or the major part of them, and at the costs and charges of the 
person or persons requiring the same, make and execute, or join and concur in making and 
executing all such further acts, deeds and assurances in the law, as shall or maybe necessary 
or expedient for confirming these presents and giving full elfect hereto, according to the 
true intent and meaning hereof, as by the person or persons making sucli request as afore- 
said, or his or their counsel in the law shall be advised and reasonably required : Anci more- 
over, that if at any time hereafter, during the continuance of this present grant and demise, 
tlie said Robert Nicholas and Samuel Peploe (as such trustees as aforesaid), their executors, 
administrators or assigns, or either of them, or the said Ann Hare and Thomas Frankland 
Lewis, as such cestuisque trust as aforesaid, their executors, administrators and assigns, or 
any of them, shall obtain any further or renewed grant of the said ofiice of Clerk of His 
Majesty’s Bills of Customs, and the said Letters Patent thereof respectively, then and in 
that case, that they, the said Robert jMIcliolas and Samuel Peploe, their executors, adminis- 
trators or assigns, or the said Ann Hare, and Thomas Frankland Lewis, their executors, 
administrators and assigns, so obtaining such further and' renewed grant as aforesaid, shall and 
will immediately thereon, or at any time or times thereafter, on the like request of the said 
Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon 
Hume, as such trustees as aforesaid, or the survivors or survivor of them, or the executors, admi- 
nistrators or assigns of such survivor, butat the costs and charges of their said trust estate, or 
on the like request, costs and charges of the said Directors for the time being of the said fund, 
or the major part of them, make and execute a further and renewed grant and lease of the said 
office and the said Letters Patent thereof respectively for and during all such further and 
renewed term, and interest as shall be obtained therein under such further and renewed 
grant so to be made as aforesaid, save and except the last day thereof, unto tlie said Richard 
Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and Janies Deacon Hume, 
their executors, administrators and assigns, at and under the like yearly rent of two thou- 
sand pounds last hereinbefore reserved, payable on the days and times hereinbefore men- 
tioned, and under and subject to the like provisoes, stipulations and agreements respectively 
as are hereitn expressed and contained with regard to the grant, demise and deputation 
hereby made, or as near fbereto as circumstances will admit : Provided also, and it is hereby 

i 4 expressly 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Ugj appendix to report prom 

exDresslv declared and agreed by and between all the said parties hereto, and particularly 
the said Thomas Frankland Lewis doth hereby consent and agree, that if at any time after 
the expiration of the said term of thirty-one years granted by the said hereinbefore first- 
recited and now existing Letters Patent, and during the continuance this present grant 
or demise the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Bullet, James tarn- 
shaw and James Deacon Hume, as such trustees as aforesaid, or of the survivors or survivor 
of them or Ihe executors, administrators or assigns of such survivor, or the said Directors 
of the said Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund for the time being, or the major part of 
them shall be desirous of purchasing the whole and absolute estate, right and interest of 
the said Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators and assigns, as such trustee as 
aforesaid ; and the said Thomas Frankland lewis, as such cestmsque trust as aforesaid, his 
executors, admhiistrators or assigns of and in the said office of Clerk of the Bills of Entries 
of His Majesty’s Customs, and all sums of money, fees, emoluments and profits thereof, 
too-ether with the said last-recited and. renewed and then existing Letters Patent and the 
fufl benefit thereof, and of all future renewals, if any, thereof, it shall and ma.y be lawful for 
them the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and 
James Deacon Hume (as such trustees as aforesaid), or the survivors or survivor of them, or the ' 
executors, administrators or assigns of such survivor, or the said Directors or the major part 
of them, upon and after giving to the said Robert Nicholas, his executors, admmisti-atovs or 
assigns one calendar-month’s previous notice in writing of such their intention to make such 
purchase as aforesaid accordingly on some qiiaiterly day of payment of the said rent, at or 
for the price or consideration of twenty-eight thousand pounds of lawful money current m 
Great Britain, to' be paid to the said Robert Nicholas, his executors, administrators or assigns, 
in trust for the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, his executors, administrators or assigns, at 
the same time paying all sum and sums of money which shall be then due in respect of any 
rent then payable under these presents (including the payment to accrue due on the day 
to be fixed for such purchase ; and that in the event of such purchase as last-mentioned, he 
the said Robert Nicholas (as such trustee as aforesaid), his executors, administrators or 
assigns, and also the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, as sucli cestmsque trust as aforesaid, 
their executors, administrators or assigns, and all persons whomsoever claiming or to claim 
any estate, right or interest at law or in equity of, in, to or out of the said office. Letters 
Patent and premises respectively, and whose concurrence shall be deemed necessary or 
expedient in that behalf, shall and will, on payment of the said sum of twenty-eight thou- 
sand pounds as the consideration for such purchase as aforesaid, also with all such arreare 
of rent as aforesaid, on the request of the said- Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John 
Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume (as such trustees as aforesaid) or the survi- 
vors or survivor of them, orthe executors, administrators or assigns of such survivor, but at 
the costs and charges of their trust estate, or on the request, costs and charges of the said 
Directors or the major part of them, absolutely assign and transfer the said office of Clerk 
of the Bills of Entry of His Majesty’s Customs, and all sum and sums of money, fees and 
emoluments to be derived therefrom, together with the then existing Letters Patent thereof, 
and the full benefit thereof and of all future right of renewal thereof, unto the said Richard 
Betenson Dean, Snowden Barrie, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume, 
their executors, administrators and assigns, in trust for the said Customs Annuity and 
Benevolent Fund as aforesaid, freed and discharged of and from the payment of any rent or 
rents whatsoever reserved under these presents, and then payable for the same or any other 
incumbrances whatsoever; and shall and will in and by such assignment or transfer as 
aforesaid, enter into such covenants for the title, quiet enjoyment, freedom from incum- 
brances arid further assurance of the said office, Letters Patent and premises respectively, 
80 to be assigned as aforesaid as is usual in such cases, and as the said Richard Betenson 
Dean, Snowden Barne, John Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume (as such 
trustees as aforesaid), or the survivora or survivor of them, or the executors, administrators 
or assigns of such survivor, or the said Directors for the time being, or any three or more of 
them, or their or his counsel in the law, shall advise and reasonably require : Provided also, 
and it is hereby further declared and agreed by and between the said parties hereto, and par- 
ticularly the said Thomas Frankland Lewis doth hereby covenant, promise and agree, that if 
at any time after the expiration of the said term of thirty-one years granted by the said first- 
recited and existing Letters Patent, the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John 
Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume (as such trustees as aforesaid), or the sur- 
vivors or survivor of them, orthe executors, administrators or assigns of such survivor, or the 
said Directors of the said Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund for the time being, orthe 
major part of them, shall be desirous of purchasing any part or proportion of the said yearly 
rent of two thousand pounds hereby reserved, and which will be then payable under these 
presents, not being less than the sum of five hundred pounds per annum, or one-fourth part 
thereof at anyone time, it shall and may be lawful for them, the said Richard Betenson Dean, 
Snowden Bavtie, Jxihn Buller, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume (as such trustees 
as aforesaid) orthe survivors or survivor of them, or the executors, administrators or assigns 
of such survivor, or the said Directors, or the major part of them, to carry such purchase 
into execution on any of the aforesaid quarterly days upon and after giving to the said Robert 
Nicholas, as such trustee as aforesaid, his executors, administrators or assigns, one calen- 
dar month’s previous notice in writing of such their or his intention to purchase the said 
last-mentioned part or proportion accordingly, and on payment to him, the said Robei^ 
Nicholas, his executors, administrators and assigns, in trust for the said ThomSs Frankland 
Lewis, according to their rights and interests m the said Letters Patent, under the said 

recited 
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recited Indenture of Assignment of the twenty-eighth day of June One thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen, for the full sum of Seven thousand pounds of lawful money aforesaid, 
as and for the price or consideration moiiey for each one-fourth part, or sum of Five hun- 
dred pounds per annum of the said rent of Two thousand pounds then reserved and 
payable under these presents, and which shall be so purchased as aforesaid, together also 
with all sum and sums of money which shall be then due and owing in respect of the said 
rent up to the time of the purchase thereof, including the quarterly payment which shall 
accrue due on the day to be fixed for such purchase ; and so from time to time until the 
whole of the said rent of Two thousand pounds shall be purchased as aforesaid, and that 
upon each and every or any such purchase as last aforesaid, so much and such part of the 
said rent of Two thousand pounds as shall or may from time to time be so purchased as 
aforesaid, shall from and after the purchase thereof, and payment of the purchase or con- 
sideration money for the same, cease and be no longer payable under these presents, without 
prejudice nevertheless to the continuance and payment of so much and such part of the 
said rent of Two thousand pounds per annum as shall not be purchased under the said 
preceding power, and to the powers and remedies hereby given and granted for the recovery 
thereof in like manner and to the like extent and effect as if such purchase had not been 
made: And the said Robert Nicholas, as such trustee as aforesaid, his executors, admini- 
strators and assigns, and the said Thomas Frankland Lewis, as such cestuisque trust as afore- 
said, his executors, administrators or assigns, shall and will from time to time on the purchase 
of any part or proportion of the said rent of Two thousand pounds lastly hereby reserved 
under the proviso aforesaid, on the request of the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden 
Barne, John Bulier, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume (as such trustees as afore- 
said) or the survivors or survivor of them, or the executors, administrators or assigns of such 
survivor, and at the costs and chai-ges of their said Trust Estate, or on the request and at 
the costs and charges of the said Directors, or the major part of them^, make, do and execute 
any act, deed or assurance whatsoever for discharging the said office. Letters Patent and 
premises respectively hereby granted, demised and deputed respectively, from so much and 
such part of the said rent of Two thousand pounds, as shall be so from time to time pur- 
chased as aforesaid in such manner as the said Richard Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, 
John Bulier, James Earnshaw and James Deacon Hume (as such trustees as aforesaid), or 
the survivors or survivor of them, or the executors, administrators or assigns of such sur- 
vivor or the said Difli^rs, or the major part of them, or their or his counsel in the law 
shall ’advise and realKbly require; yet, nevertheless so that such act, deed or assurance 
as aforesaid, shall not operate to release, extinguish or m any manner aftect the remaining 
part and residue of the said rent of Two thousand pounds hereby lastly reserved, which 
shall not be so purchased as aforesaid, or the powers and remedies herein given and 
granted for securing the same, any thing herein contained or to be construed to ffie 
contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding; Provided always, and it is hereby further 
expressly declared and agreed by and between the sard parties hereto. That these 
presents! or any thing herein contained, shall not extend or be construed to extend, to 
make the said Ricliarf Betenson Dean, Snowden Barne, John Bulier-, James Earnshaw 
and James Deacon Hume, as such trustees as aforesaid, their executors, admimstrators 
orassiens, or any of them, or the said Directors of the said fund for the time being, or 
Lv of thJm, personally liable to the payment of the rent and rents hereby reserved and 
ma!le payable,' either by construction of law arising upon contract, covenant or otherwise 
beyond the extent of the profits made by the exercise of the rights and privi eges of 
thLaid Patent Office after payment of the expenses of management thereof, 01 liable to 
any loss or damage whatso'ev!r in respect of the said office. Letters Patent and premises 
hereby granted and demised respectively, or intended so to be, except so far, and so fai 
1 ^ eaJri nnrtipt! rpsnertlvelv or any of them, have made themselves expressly 

rab'lervLe ts'^rrSarid^ value of The ultimate net 

mofits and emolumeS benefit and advantage which may arise or accrue to die said fund, 
Sed the Curo.r Annuity and Benevolent'Pnnd, under and by virtue of these presents 
f, i.1, Btx'iA rent- nr reiits herebv reserved, and all expenses of conducting and 

after paying the said re T pi'ters ^Patent herebv o-ranted, demised and deputed 

premises emoluments whatsoever to be derived therefroin, or 

and sums of money, fees, pro flipop nrpsents or any thing herein contained, In 

otherwise to arise or accroe by 1,3 

trust for the said fund, ^ , j jispLed of, as to the Directors for the time 

time to time granted, assigned, depu ^shall seem meet or appoint; -Nevertheless 

being of the said fund, or the major part of them “ the sa d parties Imreto, that any 

it rslereby further declared arid agreed 3“^, ^etwee^i to Kichard’Setenson 

receipt or receipts which ‘ ‘ Earnshlw and Janies Deacon Hume, or the sur- 

>aw ^ to person or persons paying the same fm so 
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much money as in and by any such receipt or receipts respectively shall be acknowledged 
or expressed to be or to have been received, and release and for ever discharge the person 
or persons paying the.same from seeing to the application of the same money, and from all 
lien and liability by reason of the misapplication or non-application thereof, or of any part 
thereof. In witness whereof the said parties to these presents have hereunto set tneir 
hands and seals, the day and year first above written. 



(l.8.) Nicholas. 

Samuel (l.s.) Peploe. 

Ann (l.s.) Hare. 

Thos. Frankland (l.s.) Lewis. 
J. (l.s.) Earnshaw. 

Sam)’ Baldwin (l.s.) Harrison. 
Edward Dew. 



J. D. (l.s.) Hume. 
Charles (l.s.) Welstead. 
Thos. (l.s.) Willimott, 
Thos. (l.s.) Morris. 

Edw^ J. P. (l.s.) Mascall. 
Delavaud (l.s.) 



Signed, sealed and delivered by the within named Robert Nicholas, in the presence of 

John Forster, Carey-street. 

Joseph Riglep,' his Clerk. 



Signed, sealed and delirered by the within named Ann Hare, in the presence of 

George Hutton Creenall, A. m. Curate of Wartlino-. 

Hvan Jones, Curate of Herstmonceux. ° 

Si^ed, sealed and delivered (being first duly stamped) by the within-named Thomas 
morns, in the presence of 

■ Miller, Attorney, Liverpool. 

Signed, sealed and delivered by the within named James Earnshaw, Samuel Baldwin 
1? JwlT’ /ernes Deacon Hume, Charles Welstead, Thomas Willimott, 

Edward James Mascall and George William Frederick Delavaud, in the pro- 
sence or ^ 



James Coe. Solicitor, Armourers’ Hall, London. 
J. Shirreff, his Clerk. 



Simed, sealed and delivered by the within named Thom 
Samuel Peploe, in the presence of 



Frankland Lewis 



and 



John Bentley, \Clerks to Messrs. Oddie, Oddie 8c 
Joseph Rigtey,} Forster, Carey-street. 



the within named Georve Cornewall Lewis 

written IndeS|°lS^ 

at the costs and chargerof fte „ mentioned Fund, or the major part of them, and 

join and concur in mafing and clouting Sundi‘fmT“° ^ ° TT’ “ j''® ” 

law as should or might be necessary or acts, deeds and assurances m the 

and -„naj.y^re,uir. And wWas’tbe srGetgrcretS 

Indenture, and the grant or demisp tb«»rf.K ^ confirmation of the within written 

witness. That in puScT S ^ = Now these presents 

Hare and Thomas Frankland Lewie « of the said Covenant so made by the said Ann 

five shillings of lawfTmo^^^^^^^ ^ consideration of the sum of 

before the sealing and delivery of these a” “ u"'** 

B oeiivery ot these presents, the receipt whereof he the said George 

Comewall 
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Cornewall Lewis doth hereby acknowledge ; he the said George Cornewall Lewis hath 
granted, demised, ratified and confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, demise, ratify 
and confirm unto the within mentioned parties of the fourth part. All that tire within men- 
tioned Office of Clerk of the Bills of Entry, with all Letters Patent, fees, profits, emoluments 
and other the premises as the same are by the within written Indenture granted and demised 
respectively ; To have and to hold the same and their appurtenances unto the said within 
mentioned parties of the fourth part and their assigns, for the within mentioned terms thereof 
granted, as fully and effectually as he the said George Cornewall Lewis had power to grant 
and demise, or ratify and confirm the same (subject nevertheless to the rents, reservations, 
clausts, provisoes and agreements in the said within written Indenture reserved and con- 
tained). In witness whereof the said George Cornewall Lewis hath hereunto set his hand 
and seal the sixteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord One' thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-seven. 

George Cornewall .Lewis, (l.s.) 

Signed, sealed and delivered by the above-named George Cornewall Lewis, 
in the presence of George Cecil, Attorney, Oxford. 

Tho‘ Hooke. ^ 

Coe Tippetts. 

(A true copy) G. Plank, 

Secretary of the Customs Fund and Manager 
24 March 1834. of the Bill of Entry Office. 



return 
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Appendix, No. 4. - . - 

RETURN of the Natcre, Tenure and Emoluments of all Sinecure 



Name nf OiEcer. 



The Honourable George 
Germain. 



Notur. ,nd Till, of Offite. ““'S' ’’"'IS'' e“°‘‘ Ediarimr, 

I during Pleasure, &c. 



Receiver General of 
Jamaica. 



Charles Cavendish 
Fulke Greville, Esq. 



- > Secretary of the Is- 
land of Jamaica, Com- 
missary and Steward 
General and Clerk of 
the Enrolments, and 
also Clerk of the 
Council of Jamaica. 



- - Office granted by Patent under the 
Great Seal prior to enactmeilfe of 22d 
Geo. 3, c. 75, to Thomas Walley Parting- 
ton and his Heim and Assigns, to be 
held by him and them, and his and their 
Deputy or Deputies during the Life of 
George Germain. 



- - Patent under the Great Seal, during 
such time as he shall discharge the duties 
thereofin person, and behave well therein. 
The Patentee is at present absent under 
a License, granted for that purpose, by 
the Governor and Council of Jamaica, in 
pursuance of the Statute 22 Geo. 3, c. 75. 



Thomas Carter, Esq. 



Sir George Pownall, 
Knt. 



George Disbrowe, Esq. 



Lord Bloomfield 



Provost Marshal of 
Barbadoes. 



- - Provost Marshal 
of the Leeward and 
Charibbee Islaiids. 



- - Patent under ihe Great Seal, during 
such time as he shall discharge the duties 
thereof in person; and behave well therein. 



- - Office granted by Patent under the 
Great Seal, prior to enactment of 22d 
Geo. 3, c, 75, to the present Patentee’s 
, late Father (John Pownall) for life, and 
to his two Sons in succession for their lives. John Lil- 
lingston Pownall succeeded his Father 17th June 1795. 
Sir George Pownall succeeded his Brother January 1821. 



- " Registrar in Chan- 
cery and Clerk of the 
Crown in Barbadoes. 



Governor of Fort 
Charles, Jamaica. 



- - Patent under the Great Seal, during 
such time as he shall discharge the duties 
thereof in person, and behave well therein. 



Warrant under the King’s Sign Manual. 



Colonial Department, 22 July 1834. 
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Date of Appointment, and bj whom 
made, or under what Autliorily. 



Patent under the Great j 
Seal, dated August 1776. I 



Offices, or Offices executed wholly or principally by Deputy, in the Colonies. 



Gross Emoluments of the Office, and Amount received by Patentee and Deputy. 



£. s. 
- 5,000 - 
« J9 



Salary - 
Fees 

Commission of 2J per cent, on all Sums re-] 
ceived and paid under old Revenue Act of ^ 872 

1728, 1 Geo. 2, c. 1 1 amount received -J 

Total Receipts in 1833 - - £.6,864 



- - By Patent under the I 
GreatSeal, dated 30th Oc- | 
tober 1801. 



From the Total Receipts of the Office the Patentee 
receives 3,000 Z. sterling in England, free of all deductions. 
The remainder is received by the Deputy, from which he 
has to defray the expense of Office Kent, Clerks, &c. &c. 
Amount of Expenses not known. 

Receipts for the year 1833 _ _ _ 4,786 11 4 

Fees of the Triennial Slave Registration^ 

■which occurred in that year for the lastl 1,896 14 i 

time .J 

Total Receipts - - £. 6,683 5 5 
Deduct, ■ ' 

Expenses incurred in respect., 
to the ordinary business ofl 1,580 
the Office " " "j 

Extraordinary expenses in re-'i 
spect to the Triennial Re -1 
gistration of Slaves effected r 

mi833 - - - .J 

Further expenses incurred by ' 
the Patentee (being the Sum 
detiucledfrom the Emoluments 
of his Office in 1833) for the 
remuneration of the Officer 
appointed in pursuance of the 
Statute 22 Geo. 3, c. 75, to 
discharge the duties thereof 



500 



1,603 6 5 



3,683 6 6 



Nett Proceeds - - £.3,000 



By Patent under the Great 
Seal, dated July 1801. 



- - Succeeded to the, Office 
January 1821; Patent 
dated 4th May 1771. 



By Patent under the Great 
Seal, dated July 1802 



- - By Warrant under the | 
King’s Sign Manual, 
dated 10th August 1822. 



Received by Principal £.3,000 - - 
Received by Deputy - 1,603 5 5 
Receipts derived from Fees in 1832 - - 1,158 12 

Deduct Expenses of Office - - - 386 - 

Nett Proceeds - - £-|||'2 12 



Received by Principal - £. 420 -• 
Received by Deputy - - 352 12 



Receipts derived from Fees, average of threel 
years, 1831, 1832 and 1833 - - -f yjO 

Deduct Expenses of Office . - - 2,585 



Nett Proceeds - 



^-915 - “ 



Received by Principal - £. 200 
Received by Deputies - 715 

Receipts derived from Fees in 1833 - 
Deduct Expenses of Office 

Nett Proceeds - * £. 218 12 



291 

72 



9 JO 



One Moiety received by Principal -£.109 6 - 
One Moiety received by Deputy “ 109 6 - 



Receipts for the Year 1833 about - 



k 3 



John Lcfevre. 
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No. 1 Copy of a LETTER from the Honourable George Germain, addressed to Mr. 

Under Secretary Hay, dated Drayton House, igth December 1833, enclosing 
a Return of his Office of Receiver General of Jamaica. 

Sir, Drayton House, 19th December 1833. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your letter of the 4th instant, together with its 
enclosures, calling on me to fill up a blank Return therein contained, in conformity with an 
Address of the House of Commons, of the 15th of August last, relating to Sinecure Offices. 

I enclose to you herewith the document in question, filled up so far as it is in my power 
to supply the information required. 

You will observe that under the heads of “ Gross Emoluments for the year ending 5th 
January 1834,” and “Expenses of Office,” I have only been, enabled to state my own 
receipts, being the money paid to me by my deputy. I have no means of stating what may 
be the amount of his receipts, or of the expenses incurred by him in the execution of the 
office. No deductions on tliat account are made from the sum which I have stated as the 
amount of my own receipts. 

Under the head “ Reference to any prospective alteration or reduction affecting the 
office on the termination of the existing interest,” I have only noticed the fact that the 
Acts of Parliament for regulating patent offices in the Colonies, which saved the rights 
vested: in patentees previously to the passing of those Acts, will have the effect, upon the 
termination of ray interest, of preventing any grant of the office of Receiver General of 
Jamaica to any person who shall not reside and perform the duties. Beyond this necessary 
consequence of the Acts of Parliament, I am unable of courae to state what may be the 
intentions of His Majesty’s Government as to prospective alteration or reduction affecting 
the office, on the termination of the existing interest. 

I beg to observe that the most ample information, similar to that now required, has been 
given by me before, at the instance of the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

I would further beg to call your attention to the circumstance that there are not more 
than two tenures, still unexpired, of offices like my own, which have been granted by 
Patents under the Great Seal, previously to the passing of the Act of 22 Geo. 3, c. 75. 

I have, 8cc. 

(signed) George Germain. 



RECEIVER GENERAL OF JAMAICA. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 

and- ! 

TITLE of OFFICE. 


Temue of Office, 
whetfier for 
life, 

Good Behaviour, 
daring Pleasure, 
Ac. 

1 


1 Date of 

Appoiniment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


Gross 

Emolumeiits 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 1834. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
or Reduction 
affccling the Office 
on the lermination of the 
existing Iiiterejt. 


The Hon. George 
Germain. 


Receiver General 
of Jatnuica. 

% 


• - For Life ' 
by a Patent 
under the 
Great Seal, 
being ' pra-. 
viously to the 
■ Enactments 
of the 22d 
Geo. 3. c. 75. 


-•Granted to 
the late Lord 
Viscount Sack- 
ville by His 
Majesty Geo. 
3. in 1776, 
and tbe life of 
the present 
holder being 
inserted in- 
stead of Lord 
Sackville. 


- - £.3,000, 
the amountof 
my Receipts 
from my de- 
puty, and this 
sumsubjeetto 
no deductions; 
but I am un- 
able to stale 1 
what his Gross 
Receipts may 
have been. 


- - I cannot 
answer, as 
I am not ap- 
prized either 
of the amount 
of tbs Gross 
Sum received 
by my deputy, 
or the amount 
of his expenses 
in performing 
the duty. 


- - The Acts pf Parlia- 
ment for regulating 
Patent Offices in the 
Colonies, which saved 
the Rights vested in 
Patentees previously to 
the passing of thoseAcU, 
will have the effect upon 
the termination ■ of my 
interest, of preventing 
any Grant of the office 
of Receiver General of 
Jamaica to any person 
who shall not reside and 
perforin the duties. 



(signed) G. G. 



No. 2,— Copy of the Honourable George Germain’s Waesant of Appointment, 1776. 

gmited to Thomus Walky Partington, Esq. and his Heirs and Assigns, Receiver 
of the Revenues m Jamaica, during the Life of George Germain, Esq. 
GEORGE, R. 

prepare a Bill for Our Royal signature, containing Our 
fn Onr r i well-belovcd Thomas WaUey Partington, of Lower Brook-flreet,. 
ell The Esquire, and his heirs and assigns, of the office of Receiver of 

a 1 the duties payab e to Us, Onr heirs and successors, for wines, brandy, spirits, rum. 

Sugar, indigo, tobacco and cawcau 
anKo of Jhe^d “f Jumaioa, or any of the ports or parts thereof, 

and also of the duty of tonnage upon shipping there, and of the duties payable and to be 

paid 
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paid for licenses to sell and retail any strong liquors in any part of Our said Island, and 
also of the quit rents, fines, forfeitures and escheats happening or becoming due, or payable 
to Us, Our heirs and successors in Our said Island ; To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the 
same unto him the said Thomas Walley Partington, and his heirs and assigns by himself 
or themselves, or his or their sufEcieri^t deputy or deputies, for and durii^ the natural life of 
Our trusty and well-beloved George Germain, Esquire, second son of Our right trusty and 
well-beloved councillor George Germain, Esquire (commonly called Lord George Germain), 
with such fees, allowances, profits, privileges and advantages in all things as Robert Mure* 
Esq. (who held the said office during the life of William Mure, Esquire, lately deceased) or 
any other person or persons whatsoever have had or received the same ; provided he the said 
Thomas Walley Partington, his heirs and assigns, and each of them, shall give such security 
for the due exertion of the said office before he or they enter into the execution thereof, as 
the Commissioners of Our Treasury, or Our High Treasurer of Great Britain, or the 
Governor of Our said Island, for the time being, shall think fit : And you are to insert in 
the said Bill all such clauses and provisoes as are usual in grants of this nature, together 
with such others as you shall think requisite and necessary in the premises for Our service, 
and for rendering Our grant hereby intended most firm, valid and effectual : And for so 
doing this shall be your Warrant. 

Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the Twenty-fourth day of August 
One thousand seven hundred and seventy-six, in the sixteenth year of 
Our reign. 

By His Majesty’s Command. 

(countersigned) George Germam. 

To Our Attorney or Solicitor General. 



No. 3. — Copy of a f,ETTER from Charles Cavendish Fulke Greville, Esq., addressed to 
Mr. Under Secretary Lefevre, dated CounciWOffice, aist June 1834, enclosing 
a Return of his Offices of Secretary of the Island of Jamaica, Commissary or 
Steward General, and Clerk of Enrolments of the Island of Jamaica. 



Sir, 



Council Office, 21 June 1834. 



1 BEG leave to enclose the annexed Return, filled up according to your letter of the 
1 2th instant. 



I have, &c. 



(signed) C. Greville. 



SECRETARY OF THE ISLAND OF JAMAICA, COMMISSARY AND STEWARD GENERAL, AND 
CLERK OF THE ENROLMENTS, AND ALSO CLERK OF THE COUNCIL OF JAMAICA. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 

TITLE 

of 

OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Date of 

Appointment, ; 
and by whom 
made, or under | 
what Authority. | 


Eruolumenta 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 18 S 4 . 


EXPENSES 

1 

OFFICE. 

j 


1 Kefereuce to (my 
1 prospective 
Alteration or 
Reductiort 
affoctingthe Office 
outheterminntion 
of the 

existing Interest. 


Clias. Cavendish 
Fulke Greville, 
Esq. 


- Secretary 
of the Island 
of Jamaica, 
Comnjissary 
and Steward 
General, and 
Clerk of the 
Enrolments, 
and also Clerk 
oftheCouncil 
of Jamaica. 


- • For Life. 
Tbe Patentee 
is at present 
absent under 
a License, 
granted for 
that purpose, 
by the Gover- 
nor and Coun- 
cil of Jamaica, 
in pursuance 
of the statute 
22d Geo. 3. 
c. 75 - 


1 

• • By Letters 
Patent under 
theGreatSeal 
of the United 
Kingdom, in 
the 42d year 
of the reign 
of his late 
Majesty King 
George the 3d, 
and dated tbe 
30th day of 
October. 


- - Gross emolu- 
ments for the year 
ending 3tst of De- 
cember 1833 (to 
which time the 
annual accounts 
are made up), 
£.4,786. 11. 4. 5 
to which is to be 
' added, for the Fees 
of the Triennial 
SlaveRegistiation, 
which occurred in 
that year for the 
last time, 

£. 1,896. 14, 1. 

1 

1 

■ ■ .1 


-- Expenses incurred in 
respect to the ordinary 
business of the office, 
£. 1,580. Extra;ordi- 
nary expenses incurred 
in respect to the Trien- 
nial Registration of 
Slaves effected in the 
year 1833, £. 500. 
Farther expenses in ■ 
curred by the Patentee 
(being the sum deducted 
from the Emoluments 
of his Office in 1833) 
for - the remuneration 
of the Officer appointed 
in pursuance of the 
stab 22 Geo. 3. c. 75, 
to discharge tbe duties 
thereof, £. 1,603. G* 5- 





k 4 , No. 4. — Copy 
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No. 4.— Copy of C. C. F. Greville, Esq., Warrant of Appointment, 1801. 

GEORGE, R. 

OTTR will and pleasure is, that you prepare a Bill for Our Royal signature, to pass Our 
Great Seal of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, containing Our grant 
unto Charles Cavendish Fulke Greville, Gent., eldest son of Our trusty and well-beloved 
Charles Greville, Esquire, of the officeftand places of Secretary of Our Island of Jamaica, 
in America, and of Commissary or Steward General of all such provisions and stores as 
are or shall be from time to time provided and sent for Our forces in Our said Island of 
Jamaica, aud of Clerk of the Enrollments for the enrolling ami registering all deeds and 
conveyances made and passed in that Our Island, and also of all bills of sale and letters 
patent, or other acts or matters usually enrolled, or which by the laws offbat Island shall 
be directed to be enrolled ; To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said offices and places unto 
him the said Charles Cavendish Fulke Greville, during such time as he shall discharge the 
duty thereof in person, and behave well therein, from and immediately after the death, 
surrender, forfeiture, removal or other sooner determination of the estate and interest 
therein, of Our trusty and well-beloved Charles William Wyndham, Esquire (who now 
holds and enjoys the said offices and places) together with all fees, profits, perquisites and 
advantages whatsoever to the said offices and places, or any of them jointly or severally 
in anywise belonging, or which are or shall be established or allowed for or in respect of 
the exercise or execution of the said offices or places respectively, in as full and ample 
a'manner as the said Charles William Wyndham, or any other person or persons heretofore 
holding and exercising the said offices and places, have held, or ought to have held, or 
enjoyed the same : And you are to insert in the said Bill all such necessary recitals and 
apt and beneficial clauses as may render Our grant hereby intended most firm, valid and 
effectual in the law : And for so doing this shall be your Warrant. 

Given at Our Court at St. James's, this Thirtieth day of July One 
thousand eight hundred and one, in the forty-first year of Our reign. 

By His Majesty’s Command. 

* (co.untersigned) Portland. 

To Our Attorney or Solicitor General. 



No. 5. — Copy of a LETTER from Thomas Carter, Esq., addressed to Mr. Under Secretary 
Hay, dated Edgcott, 8th December 1833, enclosing a Return of his Office of 
Provost Marshal of Barbadoes. 



Sir, Edgcott, 8 December 1833. 

In compliance with your letter of the 4th instant, I have the honour to enclose you the 
Return ycu desire, and am. 



Sir, your obedient servant, 

(signed) T. Carter. 



PROVOST MARSHAL OF BARBADOES. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 

and 

TITLE 

of 

OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
wliether for 
la/'e, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Date of AppohitiiieiH, 
iind by wlium 
fflude, or under viliat 
Anihority. 


Gross 

Eitiulumeiils 
for ibe 
Year ending 
5 January 18S4. 


, EXPENSES 
' of 

OFFICE. , 

i 


; Reference lo anj 

prnspeclive Alterolion 
or Reduction 
aflecinp the Ufliee 
on ilie teimiiintiun of 
llie existing Intetcsl. 


Thomas Carter, Esq. 


- - Provost 
Marshal of 
Barbadoes. 


Patent for 
Life. 


-- I cannot at pre- 
sent refer to • the 
Patent, which is in 
London, but I be- 
lieve it is dated in 
1798 or 1709. it 
was a rever.sionary 
Patent, and took 
place in possession, 
upon the surrender of 
! the late Lord Ducie 
in 1S07. 


-- Gross Emo- 
luments of the 
year ending 
the 31st Dec. 
1832, Uie last 
which has been 
received, 

£. 1,158. 12. 


-- £.386, 
exclusive of 
the profits 
of the de- 
puty. 


• - Tiie gross emolu- 
ments have decreased 
gradually for several 
years. In the year 
ending 3*^t Dsc. 
1829, they were 

£. 1 , 544 - I 

tisuitlly received £. 5 °° 
per annum. But Iasi 
year I made a deduc- 
tion of £. 8o> i" 
sideration of the de- 
crease of the profits 
of tlie office. 



signed) Tkotnas Carter. 



No. 6.— Copy 
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No. 6.— Copy of Thomas Girier, Esq., Warrant of Appointment, i8oi. 
GEORGE, R. 

OUR will and pleasure is, that you prepare a Bill for Our Royal signature, to pass Our 
Great Seal of Our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, containing Our grant 
unto Our trusty and well-beloved Thomas Carter, Esquire, of, the office or place of Provost 
Marshal General of and in Our Island or Islands commonly called or known by the name of 
Barhadoes, in America ; To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the same unto him the said 
Thomas Carter, during such time as he shall discharge the duty thereof in person, and 
behave well therein, from and immediately after the death, surrender, forfeiture, removal or 
other sooner determination of the estate and interest therein of Our right trusty and well- 
beloved Francis Reynolds Morton Lord Ducie (who now holds and enjoys the said office or 
place;, together with all fees, rights, profits, privileges and advantages thereunto belonging, 
m as full and ample manner as the said Francis Reynolds Morton Lord Ducie, or any other 
person heretofore hath or of right ought to have held and enjoyed the same: And you are 
to insert in .the said Bill all such apt and beneficial clauses as you shall judge requisite and 
necessary to make this Our intended grant most full, valid and effectual in law : And for so 
doing this shall be your Warrant. 

Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the Thirtieth day of July, One 
thousand eight hundred and one, in the forty-first year of Our reign. 

By His Majesty’s Command. 

(countersigned) Portland, 

To Our Attorney or Solicitor General. 



4 

No. 7. — Copy of a LETTER from Sir George Pownall, addressed to Mr. Under Secretary 
Hay, dated Brighton, loth December 1833, enclosing a Return of his Office, 
Provost Marshal of the Leeward and Carribee Islands. 

Sir, Brighton Grand Parade, io December 1833. 

I DULY received your letter of the 4th instant, with the enclosed circular letter of Mr. 
Spring Rice, and the form of a Report to be filled up and transmitted by me respecting the 
office which. I hold of Provost Marshal of the Leeward Islands. 

This Report, according to the form sent me, I have filled up as far as I was able to obtain 
a correct answer as to the gross emolument of ray office. I have written to my deputy, whose 
answer can scarcely be received here in less tnan four months. *My father was appointed 
to this office as a reward for public services. 

The expenses of the office are defrayed by the Colonies. 

I conclude this answer will be made known to Mr. Spring Rice, and through him to the 
I/)rds of the Treasury, so that it will not be necessary for me to send a duplicate of the same. 

I have, &c. 



(signed) George PownalU 
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PROVOST MARSHAL OF THE LEEWARD ISLANDS. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 

end 

TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
wlieilier for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleasure, 
Ac. 


Sate of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Autliority. 


Gross Emoluments 
for the 
Year ending 
5 January 18S4. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. 


Reference to 
R'7 prospectwe 
Alteration or 
Reduction sffectin. 

llie Office 
on the terniiDaticm 
oft!« 

exiting Imeresf. 


Sir Geo. Pownall, 
Kuigbt. 


- - Provost Mar- 
shal of the Lee- 
ward and Cba- 
ribbee Islands, in 
the West Indies; 
whose 'duties are 
to summon the 
; Council and As- 
'senrbly;to attend 
tbeCouncil when 
it meets ; to see 
executed all per- 
sons condemced 
to death, and to 
attend all Courts 
of Justice when 
-they meet. 


This Office was 
conferred by Patent 
by his Majesty 
Geo. 3. on my late 
father, John Pow- 
nall, Esq., June 
1771, to him for 
1 his Life, and to his 
two sons in succes- 
sion, for their Lives.. 
My elder hrotlier, 
John Lillingston 
Pownall, Esq. suc- 
ceeded to the office 
17th June 1795, 
and on his death, 
January 1821, 

I succeeded to the 
office. 


- - 1 succeeded 
to the Office 
January 1821, 
as stated in 
the preceding 
Column. 

* 


- - The Gross 
Emolument of this 
Office is variable, 
and unknown to 
the Principal, who 
now receives£.200 
per annum from 
his deputy. The 
deputy, (John 

Berkeley, Esq.) to- 
gether- with the 
Provosts, whom he 
is empowered by 
the Patent to ap- 
point for the differ- 
ent Islands, receive 
the rest of the emo- 
luments. 

To obtain a cor- 
rect answer to the 
inquiry at the head 
of this Column, 
I have written to 
my deputy ; but 
the answer can 
scarcely fae re- 
ceived in less than 
four months. 


- - The ex- 
penses of this 
Office are de- 
frayed by the 
Colonies, are 
of uncertain 
amount, and 
are received 
by the Deputy 
Provost Mar- 
shal, John 
Berkeley, Esq. 
merchant, 

St. Kitts. 


- - My late bro- 
ther, John Lil- 
lingston Pownall, 
Esq. received an- 
nually from his 
deputy, £.450; 
but I have, about 
half a year ago 
agreed by Lease, 
to receive from 
my deputy £.200 

per aruinm for 
7 years, should 
I live 80 long. 



Brighton, 1 

6 December 183-5. 1 (sjgned) Geo. Potonall, 

Provost Marshal of the leeward Islands. 



No.8.— Copy oUtilm FownaWs, Esquire, Warrant of Appointment 1771 
GEORGE, R. ' ' 

“ Bill for Our Royal signature, to pass Our 
of the S or PrLT. M ‘'■“7 “ 0 “'* ™B->>=l“ved John Pownall.'^Esguire, 

topher, Montser^r “ General of and in Our Islands of Nevis, St. Chris-’ 

void by the death of Riphnr/1 Ph 1 Leeward and Charibbee Islands, in America, now 
office 0 ^ Sace unto him ^ n “’"".'i ’ “j<>y 

his or S suSnt l?^^^^^ !’*'■ heirs, by himself or theVselves, or 

said John Pownal] and and dnnn and during the term of the natural life of the 

Lillingslon Pownil and Ormm p® *e “etural lives of Our trusty and well-beloved John 
Esquire, and the hfe of the lonfL r“'r' f “‘’““en. sons of the said John Pownall. 
anJ adkn4es thereunS fees, rights, profits, privileges 

Esquire, deceased or anv other full and ample manner as Richard Phelps, 

office have held and euimeii or of rivhT ^^etofore holding and exercising the said 

for so doing thrshalf^Tour War^^^^^^^^ ‘ '“"‘= “eje^ed the same: And 

h?nrir‘d°“'^d“‘ *e Fourth day of May One thousand 

seven hundred and seventy-one, in the eleventh year of Our reign. 

By His Majesty’s Command. 



To Our Attorne}' or Solicitor General. 



(countersigned) 



Hillsborough, 



J%! addressed to Mr. Dnder Secretaijr 
the Leewai-d Islands. ™ ^ Returns from his Deputies m 

Sir, 

Mmsh?a;TMig°„a™“'°" ty ifep^tj Prevost 

I have, &c. 



(signed) George Pownall. 

RETURN 
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No. 10.— Copt of RETURN of Offices of Registrar in Cliancery and Clerk of the Crovim in n t » 

held by George Disbrowe, Esq. ^ i^arbadoei, 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
whether for 
Life, 

Good Behaviour, 
during Pleaauie, 
&c. 


Date of 
Appoiiitnient, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
what Authority. 


Emolunieiits 
Year 1 BS 3 . 


EXPENSES 

of 

• OFFICE. 


Reference to aiT 
prospeedve Alleraii«, 
or Reduction 

‘’Reeling ihe 

wi the termiimtioii of 
the exuiuig LiUren. 


George Disbrowe, Esq. 


1 • - Registrar in 
Chancery and Clerk 
of the Crown in 
Barbadoes. 


Fox Life - : 


- - Patent un. 
der the Great 
Seal, 10 July 
1802. 


- - Gross Emo- 
lument from 
the office de- 
rived frorh, — 
Fees, £, 29 
Expenses'] 
ofOffice / 


£. s. d. 

72 9 JO 

1 1 10 

2 £) 10 


- 










Nett. £. 2L 


8 


13 ~ j 








i 




One moiety 
' to the Princi- 1 
'pal, £. 109. 6. 
One moiety 
to the Deputy I 
£. 109. 6. 







(.signed) George DUbroae. 



No. U.-COPY of George Dkbrom, Esq.. Wakeant of Appoint.ment, i8oa 
GEORGE. R. . 

OUR wiU and pleasure is. that you prepare a Bill for OurRoval slannK,™ r. 

Great Seal of Our United Kinrfori of ^Grlat Britain and Irelandrintifir 

the seperj offices of Chief Clerk Register and sole Examiner in the Chancery Our 

Island of Batbadoes, m America, and of the Clerk of the Crown and Peace there ^unto Om 

tKd“pl.::s ’orlfflct untol!ni"S'rd ITorge" W anf d 
he the s£d George Disbrowe shaE d.scWg^Su^ylS S “rtot™VrharUi 
The following words in the gth, lotb, lUh, iQth, nth lAth reversioB from and after the decease, 

15th and 16th lines of this Wamnt, “ surrender, forfeiture or odier or other sooner determina- 

sooner determination of the estate or interest,’' “of and in the said ^ -p*® of Edward Dis- 

ofBces or places, or any of them jpintly or severally, in anywise Esquire, his father, of and in the said 

belonging, or which shall be established or allowed for and in respect places, or any of i/iem, jointly or 

of the^^exercise or execution of the said offices or places respec- in anyxvise belonging, or which shall 

lively, were granted in His Majesty’s presence, and bv His established err allowed for and in r,»„ ■roe>r,p^ 
command. — (Jamden. 



;ion ot tne said offices or places respec- ^foeiauy, in anytvise belonging, or which shall 
1 His Majesty’s presence, and by His established or allowed for and in am/ resmd 
commana. — uamaen. ■' 0/' prer^ito i- x- 

'^St hmXp'd“,‘‘rd'‘t‘ Tenth day of July One thousand 

eight hundred and two. in the forty-second year of Our reign. 



To Our Attorney or Solicitor General. 



By His Majesty’s Command. 

(countersigned) 



Hobart. 



*''''mrf‘Tte“thJ^r5th of “soTJ’ T"'!’™'’ 



No. le.— CopY 
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No. 12. — Copy of a LETTER from J^ord Bloomfield, addressed to Mr. Under Secretary 
Lefevre, dated KillaTney, 12th July 1834, enclosing a Return of his OfiBce of 
Captain of Fort Charles, Jamaica. 

Sin, Killarney, 12 July 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter and enclosure of a Return 
for me to fill up the blanks with . the information regarding my office a^Captain of Fort 
Charles, in Jamaica. 

Being from home I am unable to fill up the two last columns ; indeed that of the “ gross 
emolument,’'' I have fears may not be quite accurate, though it cannot be far astray. 

I received the appointment from Lord Bathurst, but whether the warrant hears the 
signature of His Majesty or not, I am uncertain. This, however, is a point easily ascertained 
at the Colonial Office. 

r should not transmit this answer, imperfect as it must appear, but the office. letter having 
called for it “ with the least possible delay,” I had no option. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Bloomfield. 



NAME 

»f 

OFFICER. 


NATURE 
TITLE of OFFICE. 


Tenure of Office, 
wheilier fur 
Life. 

Good Eeliariour, 
during Pleasure, 
&c. 


Date of 
Appointment, 
and by whom 
made, or under 
wliat Authority, 


Gross 

Eiaoiumenis 

Year ending 
5 Jnmiary 1834. 


EXPENSES 

of 

: OFFICE. 


Reference to any 
prospective Atieraiion 
or Reduction 
afectiiig ihe Office 
on the terroinaciou of 
the existing Interest. 


Lieut-General 
Lord Bloomfield. 


- • Captain of Fort 
Charles, Jamaica. 


For Life 


1822 - 

1 


Somewhere 
about £. 6 oo. 







No. 13.— Copy of Xor<i Blo<mJield"& Warrant of Appointment, 1822. 
GEORGE, R. 

GEORGE the Fourth, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith : TO Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Sir 
Benjamin Bloomfield, Baronet, g.c.b., Major-General of Our forces, Greeting: We, 

reposing especial trust and confidence in your loyalty, courage and expwiem^ m military 
affairs, do by these presents constitute and appoint you to be Governo^t Our Fort Charles, 
in Port Royal, in Our Island of Jamaica, in America : you are thertibre to take Our said 
Fort Charles into your care and charge, and carefully and diligently to discharge the duty 
of Governor thereof, by doing and perfonning all and all manner of things Ihereunto 
belono-iiig : and We do hereby strictly charge and command ah Our officers and soldiers 
who no-w are or hereafter shall be in garrison in Our said Fort Charles, and all other Our 
ministers, officers and loving subjects whom it may concern, to obey you as Governor 
thereof, and you are to observe and follow such orders and instructimis from time to time as 
you shall receive from Us, Our Captain General and Governor-m-Chief, or ^y other ytmr 
superior officer, according to the ruks and discipline of war, m pursuance of the trust We 
hereby repose in you. 

Given at our Court at Carlton House, the Tenth day of August One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, in the third year of Our 
reign. » ^ 

• By His Majesty s Command. 

(countersigned) Bathurst. 



1 '3 
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Copt of a RETURN of Sinecure Office^ or Offices executed by Deputy in the Colonies in the 

printed 23d April 1813) ; with a Comparative Return, showing the present state of these Offices 



OFFICERS. 



Appointment. 



Principe!. 




Tola! 

EinolunK'nls, 



BAaDADCKS : 
Secretary and Clerk of 
Council. 

Prothonotary 
Provost Marshal - 

Register in Chancery 



Beubice : 

Secretary and R^istrar - 



Receiver>Geneoil - 



Hen. P. C. Wyndham 
- ditto 

Thomas Carter 
Edward Disbrowe 

W. H. Bentinck 

John Thomas Capel] j 






- ditto 



Vendue Master 



New Brunswick : 
Secretary, Registrar, and 
Clerk of the Council. 
Superintendent of Trade 
and Fisheries. 

.Naval Officer 



Cape Breton 
Naval Officer 

Upper Canada : 
Clerk of the Crown 

Sheriff ofMidland District 
Ditto - Home - 

Lower Canada ; 
Secretary and Registrar - 



Clerk of the Crown 
Schoolmaster at Quebec • 



Keeper of House of Cor- 
rection. 

Inspector of Flour and 
Meal, Quebec. 

Clerk of Market and In- 
• spectorof Weights and 
Measures. 

Grand Voyer for Montreal 

Keeper of Lighthouse at 
Green Island. 



George Hallam 

John Odell - 
George Leonard -|j 
Frederick Gilbert - 

George Moore 



Charles Smart 
Miles Macdonald - 

% 

Thnnaag Amyot, by 
Deputy only. 



William Pollock, ditto 

--James Tanswell, 
by himself and two 
Assistants. 

William Reed, ditto, 
and Assistant. 

- - William Phillips, 
occasionally bv De- 
puty. 

George Chapman, 
and'one Assistant. 

S. R, De Sey, and 
Deputy. • • 
Charles Hambleton, 
and Assistant. 



12 May 1763 



30 July 1801 
7 June 1802 



11 Ocl. 1794. 



13 Jan. 1804 



4 Jan. - 



16 Aug. 1784: 
16 May 1780 
revived 1790 
Aug. 1784 



2 Mar. 1785 



31 Dec. 1791 



14 Dec. 1804 
10 Apr. 1807 



24 Mar. 1 807 

26 Sept 1791 
4 Nov. 1778 

1 May 1806 
15 Aug. 1808 



7 Apr. 1806 
22 Apr. i8o8 



49 1 
500 - 



Jointly 
|j- ditto 
- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- jltto 

- ditto 

- ditto 



£. a. d. 

400 - - 



49 1 - 
249 7 - 

96 14 - 
400 - - 
,1Q7 - - 

581 ~ - 



£. a. d. 
1,100 - - 



98 2 
749 7 



•600 - 
1,607 - 

i,o8t - 



1,000 - - 

333 17 6 
200 - - 

154 - - 

• Salary 



100 - - 
100 - - 



100 - - 
120 - - 

75 - Cx 
511 15 5 tj 



87 17 6 
None 

54 - - 



270 - - 

No Return 
80 - - 

60 - Cx 
30 - - 



135 19 Cx 45 - Cx 



I.72 12 6 
90 - _ 



50 8 - 
22 10 - 



421 15 ■' 
200 - - 
208 - - 



100 - 
100 - 



100 - - 
200 - - 

135 - CX 
541 *5 52| 



203 - 6 
112 10 - 
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Year 18^jJ ; abstracted from tbe Third Report of the Select Committee on Sinecure Offices, (Paper, No. 264, 
and the Alterations and Reductions. made therein, as far as relates to the Colonial Department. , 





NAMES 


Date 


How 




ALTERATIONS AND REDUCTIONS. 


of 


of 


EMOLUMENTS. 




OFFICERS. 


AppuinlmenC. 


luteciitod. 




I-- Patentee deceased; Office of Se*l 
cretary conferred upon .Mr. Hus- 


W. Husbands 


3 Mar. 1834 


In Person 


--Salary, £.700 arising from 


Ibands, and that of Prothonotary ont 








Fees ; Surplus to be paid into - 


Mr. Ciarke, who executes the duties in 1 








the Colonial Treasury. 




R. B. Clarke 


21 Nov. 1833 


- ditto - 


Amount of Salary not yet lixed. 


Patenteeexecutes the duty of tbe OfiBce 


Thomas Carter 


30 July v8oi 


Bv Deoutv 


Rec^ by Principal, £. 420 - 


by Deputy. .See p. 72. 






- Deputy - 352 12 


--Patentee deceased; Office held by 


George Disbrnwe - 


10 July 1802 


- ditto 


Rec*’ by Principal, £. 109 6 


Reversioner, who executes the duties of 
the Office bv Deputy. See p. 72. 






- Deputy - 109 6 




Office abolisbed; Pension of £.378. 11.4. 





— 


— 


— 


granted to Mr. Bentinckv 










-- Office remodelled on- the Union of-i 










British Guiana; Pension £. 680. per an- 
num, granted to Colonel Itnes, the late 










holder. 










. - Office remodelled on the Union of 










British Guiana; Pension of £.650. per ) 
annum, granted to Colonel Nixon, who 
hasbeen appointed Lieutenant-Governor 
of St. Christopher's, and ceases to draw 
any portion of his Pension while so em- 


Charles Bird 


21 July 1831 


In Person ; 


Salary, £. 1 ,000. 


ployed. ^ 

-- Pension of£. 700. per annum granted 


James M‘Donald - 


8 Sept. 1832 


- ditto 


• -Fees, £.1,700 for 1832; 










from this sum he pAys the 


Office; the present Officer executes tbe 
doty in person. 




* 




Pension of £.700 to the late 
Holder. 


Patentee deceased ; the present Officer 


W*" Franklin Odell 


25 June 181D 


- ditto - 


Salary, £.250 - - 


executes the duty in person» 








Fees, - 1,255 5 


Patentee deceased ; Office abolished. 


— 




“ 




-- Office abolished ; Pension, £.570.11 . 
per annum, granted to W. H. Scott, the 


- 


— 


— 


— 


late holder. 










Office abolished. 


— 


— 


— 




1 f 


C. S. Small - 


Sept. 1825 


In Person 


Salary, £.100 - - 


iThe present Officers execute their du-I 






- ditto 


Fees - 786 n 3 


I ties in person ■ - - - j 


John M‘Lean 


Jan. 1817 


Fees - 225 - - 


W. B. Jarvis - 


May 1827 


- ditto 


1' eea - 495 - - 


• - Office remodelled ; Pension of £. 400 


. Dora’' Daly - “ 


25 Apr. 1828 


- ditto • • 


Fees - 698 - - 


per annum, granted to Patentee; asaving 
in tbe Salary of the present Officer being 










effected to the amount of the Pension. 
The Patentee deceased; the present 


fH. W. Ryland -1 






Salary - 100 - - 


Officers execute the duties In person. 


\Thomas Douglas -J 
' Rev. R. Burrage - 


7 June 1817 


- ditto 


Salary - 200 - - 




J.' Jefferies, Keeper 
of the Gaol, Quebec 


26 Apr. 1 828 


- ditto - 


Salary » 12G - - 
Fees - 357 6 8 




William Phillips • 


15 Aug. 1808 


- ditto - 


The duties of these Offices have al- ^ 










ways been executed in person. 


George Chapman - 


2 Dec. 1806 


- ditto « 


Salary - 90 - - 

Fees - 84 16 2 




R.L. Panet - 


4 Dec. 1832 


- ditto 


Salary - 150 — - 
Fees - 187 4 " 


, 


Robert N. Lindsay - 

1 \ 


1 ' 


- ditto - 


Salary - 90 - - 



u 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM 



Copy of a Return of Sinecure Offices, or Offices executed 





NAMES 


Date 


How 


Emolument 


Eiiiulument 


— 


OFFICES. 


of 


of 


of 


of 


Total 




. OFFICERS. 


Appointment. 


executed. 


Principal. 


Depuiy. 


Emolumei 


Dominica : 








£, s. d. 






• Secretary, Registrar and 


Griffin Curtis 


20 Feb. 1793 


By Deputy 


300 - - 


73 - - 


373 - 


Clerk of the Council; 






Demerara and 














Essequibo : 














Secretary, Registrar and 
•Receiver of Demerara. 


John A. Sullivan - 


23 Dec. 1803 


- ditto - 


i,8bo - - 


3,444 - - 


5.244 - 


Naval Officer at Demerara 
and Essequibo. 


Charles Greville - 


8 Dec. 1 803 


- ditto - 


350 - - 


150 - - 


600 - 


Vendue Master at ditto - 


Hon. jil. Eden 


26 Oct. 1806 


- ditto - 


1,400 - - 


1,700 - - 


3,100 - 


First Exploiteur 


Mr. J. Farr - 


1 Aug. 1806 


- ditto - 


R40 - - 


not known 


&40 - 


Receiver at Essequibo 


Thom’fis Williams - 


24 Jan, 1804 


» ditto - 


130 - - 


260 - - 


390 - 


Grenada t 














Secretary, Registrar and 
Clerk Council. 


Chas. P. Hamilton 


10 Dec. 1789 


- ditto - 


900 - - 


666 - ~ 


1,566 - 


Naval Officer 


Robert R. Wood - 


10 May 1807 


- ditto - 


158 10 - 


158 10 - 


317 - 


Provost Marshal • 


Nat. Coffin - 


17 Deo. 1793 


- ditto - 


273 5 - 


273 5 - 


547 I’o 


Jamaica : 














Secretary and Clerk of 
Inrolments. 


Hon. C. Wyndham 


4 May 1763 


• ditto - 


2,500 - - 


- ■ - 


2,500 - 


Naval Officer ' 


John King - 


26 Feb. 1796 


- ditto - 


1,500 - - i 


455 7 3 


G955 7 


Receiver General - .J 


Tbo' W. Partington,] 
in trust for the )> 


24 Aug. 1776 


- ditto - 


. - not ki 






■1 


Hon. Lt. Germain J 










Provost Marshal - 


Lord Braybrooke - 


16 Sept. 1762 


- ditto - 


2,100 - - 


t,544 '3 10 


2,644 13 


Register in Chancery 


Hon. P. C. Wyndham 


4 May 1763 


• ditto - 


1,470 - - 


4,694 10 nj 


6,164 10 


Clerk of the Crown and 
Peace. 


Sir E. Nepean 


4 June 1780 


- ditto - 


120 - - 


300 -• - 


420 ^ 


Chief Clerk ofthe Supreme 
Court. 


- ditto 


16 - - 


- ditto - 


3,500 - - 


1,382 - 


3,88a - • 


Clerk of the Markets 


G. S. Sutherland - 


16 Jan. 1782 


- ditto - 


- Hot kr 


lown. 




Vendue Master 
Governor of Fort Charles 


John filunro - - j 

Hon. C. W. Stewart 


22 July 1793 
30 June 1809 


- ditto - 

- ditto - 


- - ditto 

ditto 

^ 1 


- ■ 
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by Depdtt in the Coionies, for the Year 1812, &c. — continued. 



1 8 3 4 : 




NAMES 


Date 


How 




alterations and reductions. 


of 


of 


EMOLUMENTS. 




OFICERS. 


Appuiiitment. 


executed. 




patentee deceased ; the present officer 


Henry Trew • 


20 Aug. 1824 


In Person 


Fees, £. 470. 5- 6. 


executes the Office in person. 








. - Office remodelled ; a Pension of 


C. Wilday - 


- July 1831 


- ditto - 


- - £.1,500 per annum until 


1,000/. per annum granted to Mr. Sul- 
livan ^e present officer executes the 
duty in person ; saving effected in this 
office of £.5)905 per annum. 




1835, after that period 
£ .1 ,200 per annum. 












. - Office abolished ; a Pension of £. 500 











— 


per annum granted to 5 Ir. Greville, 
which ceased at his death in 1832. 
Patentee deceased; the present Officer 


Stephen A. Goodman 


12 June 1821 


In Person 


Fees, £. 1 ,460. 


executes the duty in person. 










Office remodelled; a Pension of 


D. Landry (acting) 


- Aug. 1832 


- ditto - 


■ - Fees, £.5,965; from this 


£.1,000 per annum granted to Mr.Farr, 
the late Patentee ; the present Officer 
executes the duty in person. 






sum he pays £. 1,000 to the 
late holder, and the Salaries 
of the Sub-Marshals, Office 










Rent, &c. 


Office abolished. 


— 


■— 




— 


Patentee deceased ; present Officer exe- 


Ousley Rowley 


20 April 1825 


In Person 


Salary, £.166 12 - 


cutes the duty in person. 






Fees - - 7Q0 17 6 


Office abolished; a Pension of 200/. 







— 


— 


per annum granted to Mr. Wood. 
Patentee resigned ; the present Officer 


James Boucher 


15 June 1820 


In Person 


Fees, £. goo. 


executes the duty in person. 










• - The Office granted in i8oi in rever- 


C. C. F. Greville - 


30 Oct. i8oi 


Bv Denutv 


Rec** by Principal £. 3,000 - ' 


sion to C. C. F. Greville, Esq., who 
executes the duty of the Office by De- 
puty. Seep. 72. 








,, Deputy - - 1,603 5 5 


- - Office abolished ; a Pension of 1,500/. 
per annum granted to Mr. King, which 
ceased at his death, in February 1 830. 








• Salary - £.5,000 

Fees, &c. • - 1,864 2 1 










Total Receipts £. 6,864 2 1 


I Patentee executes the duty ot the Office I 
1 by Deputy. See p. 7s. -J 


The Hon. G. Germain 


24 Aug.1776 


By Deputy 


ThePiincipalreceivess.ooo /. 
The remainder is received by 
Deputy, after paying expenses 
of Office, Ac. 










' Fees - - - £. 5 ,lir 7 2 


f- The Office granted in 1804 in rever-*| 








Deduct Expenses T ,1 5 

of Office - - J ’ 


1 sion to J. A. Sullivan, Esq. who is now 1 
1 present in the Colony, and in the exe- [ 


> J. A. Sullivan 


23 May 1803 


In Person 


Nett Receipts - £. 3,688 15 9 


Lcution of the duties of the office - -J 








• - Patentee deceased ; Office under re- 


Mr. Cargill (Acting 


- - 1834 


- ditto - 


Amount of Salary not yet 
fixed. 


vision; recommendation to the Legisla- 


Register.) 






lature to grant a fixed salary of not less 
than £. 800 per annum. 








< Clk. Crown, Fees £.478 11 5 
CiLSaprecneC* „ 3,008 6 7 


- The Offices granted in reveraon in'! 
1 1789 to Sir M. H. Nepean, who is now ! 
I present in the Colony.and in theexecu- 
Uion of the duties . - - -J 


Sir M. H. Nepean 


- Oct. } 802 


In Person 


£. 3,486 18 - 
1 Deduct Expenses'! . - (^3 jy ^ 
1 of Office - - 1 ’ 

Nett Receipts - £. 2,484 - 11 


Salary and Emoluments not known. 


- 


- 


— 


_ 


• - Ditto. 

Present holder executes the duties of the 


Lord Bloomfield - 


loAug. 1822 


By Deput; 


y Receipts for 1833, about 


Office by Deputy. Seep. 72* 








1 (coJiiinucd.) 



m 
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Copy of a Return of Sinecure Offices, or Offices executed 
1812 : 





NAMES 


Date 


How 


Emolument 


OFFICES. ' 


of 


of 


of 




OFFICERS. 


Appointment. 


1 Executed. 


Principal. 



Leewakd Islands : £.. . d. £. s, d. £ 

Secretary, Clerk of the James T. Oswald - 25 Oct. 1757 By Deputy 1,150 - - 560 -"j ' ^ hj'q 

Crown and Register in I tj ’ ” “ 

Chancery. a 



Provost Marshal - - J. L. Pownall - 4 May 1771 -ditto - -- not ascertained - . 

Q 

I ^ 

Naval Officer - - A. J. P. Molloy - 5 June 1789 - ditto - -- not ascertained - J® . 



Receiver of Powder-duty. William Pitt - 22 Aug. 1S08 - ditto - 57 7 11 2 68 9 5 

in Chancery. 



Malta 
Vendii Master 



Vendii Master - - R. R. Wood - - Oct. 1809 - ditto - Not known ; but uncertain as arising from 

Duties upon sales by auction. 

Nova Scotia: i I 

Naval Officer - - John Beckwith, by 15 July 1807 - ditto - 329 15 7 - - - 329 15 7 

DeputyatOutPorts. 



Pkince Edward Island: 
Surveyor-GeneralofLands Thomas Wight 



1772 Jointly “ I 200 - - - About £. 10 - 



- Thomas Desbrisay 



By Deputy 15 - 



per annum, 
Peesof Office. 



St. Lucie ; 

Secretary and Registrar - Hugh Stuart - 



2 Aug. 1803 - ditto - 150 - - From 

225/. to 350I. 



2 Feb. 1812 - ditto - 192 10 - 192 10 - 385 - - 



St. Vincent; 

Secretary, Registrar and John Gloster 
Clerk of the Council. 

Naval Officer - - Edward Dish 



d John Gloster - 7 July 1802 -ditto - 400 - - 310 - - 710 - - 

• Edward Disbrowe - 7 June 1802 - ditto - 197 - - 98 io - 295 10 - 



Trinidad : 

Sefralarj, Registrar and James Chapman - isOctlSM - ditto ■ 430 - - 2,4 - _ 645 

Clerk of the CminMl. ° 



- I Adam Gordon 



Provost Marshal . 



George Adderley - j - 



- - ditto - 456 

- - ditto - 211 



Tobaoo : 

Charles Greville - a. Nov, 4803 - ditto - 400 

Provost Marshal . . Eobert Mitchell - , Oet. - -ditto - 600 

Naval Officer - . Charles Woodcocke 21 Dec. - - ditto - 174 

Treasurer - - . E. Pigott - , Nov, 1804 - ditto - 250 
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■ by Depcty in the Colokies, for the Year 1812, &c cmtimed. 



1884 : 




NAMES 


Date 


How 




ALTERATIONS AND REDUCTIONS. 


of 


of 


EMOLUMENTS. 




OFFICERS. 


Appo'mtment. 


Executed. 


- - Patentee deceased 5 se- 


Thomas Lane 


20 Feb. 1826 


In Person 


Fees - - £. 1,142. 


parate Officers appointed St. Kitts - 


Thomas Harper - 


7 Feb. 1814 




Salary » - 99. 


to each of the Leeward i 




- - - 457 - 


Islands, who execute the | Montserrat 


Terence Hart 


29 June 1829 




‘ Salary - • 32. 


duties of the Office in I 






^Fees - - - 306. 


person - - - - [Tortola 


Richard King 


31 May 1831 


- ditto - 


Salary - - 50. 

^Fees - - - 48. 


- - Patentee deceased ; Office granted 


Sir G. Pownall 


4 May 1771 


ByDeputies 


Rec^ by Principal, £. 200. 


iu reversion in 1771 to Sir G. Pownall, 
who executes the duties by. Deputies. 
See p. 7a. 

.•Offices abolished; Pensions granted 
to the late Officers, viz. 

Late Naval Officers ; Ppp 


1 












Antigua; B. Smith, Pension £.505 2 - 
St.Kitts; J. Berridge „ - 91 ~ - 

Montserrat; J. Master „ • 98 4 4 


j 






fSalary - - £.50. 

■[^Fees - • - 52. 10. 


The present Officer executes the duty in 
Person. 


R. W. Nanton 


• 


In Person 


Office abolished; Pension of £.1,000 










per ann. granted to Mr. R. R. Wood. 










• - Office abolished ; a Pension of 












£.273. 12. per annum granted to Mr. 
Blackwell, the late holder. 










Patentee deceased ; the present Officer 


George Wright 


3 April 1828 


In Person 


rSnlary • - £.200. 
Pees - - - - 20. 


executes the duties in Person. 






Ditto - - * ‘ditto ... 


J. P. Collins - 


14 Feb. 1828 


- ditto - 


Fees - - - £.193. 2. 9. 


• - Office relinfjuished by Mr. Stuart, on 
receiving a Pension of £. 200 per ann. ; 
die present Officer executes the duties 
of the office in Person. 


G. Lowen 


16 Mar. 1832 


- ditto - 


Salary • ■ £.600. 


Office abolished; a Pension of £. 173 per 





— 


— 




annum granted to Mr. Carmichael. 










Patentee deceased ; the present Officer 


.Tohii Beresford 


4 July 1826 


- ditto - 


f Salary - - £. 86. 13. 4. 
LFees - - - 875. 


executes the duty in Person. 








• - Office abolished; a Pension of £. 200 








— 


— 


per annum granted to Mr. R. G. Cum- 
berland, the Patentee. 












- - Secretary and'] 






Salary - • £. 800. 


tween two persons, who execute the 
duties iu person. A salary of £. 1,000 


Clerk of the Council, 
P. D. Souper ; -J 


27 Dec. 1831 


In Person 




per annum granted Mr. Chapman ; pro* 


Registrar, Edward 1 


26 May 1832 


- ditto - 


Salary - - £.600. 


spective saving effected in this Office of 
£. 1,048 per annum. 


Murray - -J 








Office abolished ; Pension of £.572. 11. 


— 


— 






per annum granted to Mr. Gordon. 

- - Office abolished a Penshm of £.200 


_ 


_ 


— 




per annum granted to Mr. Adderley, who 
has been appointed Civil Secretary at 
Gibraltar, and will cease to draw any 
portion of his Pension while so employed. 








fSalary - - £.103. 13. 4. 
^Fees - - - - 31a. 4. 1. 


Patentee deceased ; the present Officer 


James Willington - 


5 June 1833 


In Person 


executes the duty in Person. 
Ditto - - - ditto - 


R.H. Kelly 


10 Feb. 1832 


- ditto - 


J Salary - - £. 85. 
LFees - ' - 420. 


Office abolished ; aPension of £.200 per 


— 


— 


— 


— 


annum granted to Mr. Woodcocke. 
Late holder deceased ; the present Officer 


James N. Jarvis - 


4 Jan. 1833 


In Person 


fSalary - - £.303. 13. 4. 
LFees ■ - - - J 5 * 


executes the duty in Person. 











{ctiniinu«4.) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM 



List of Sinecure Ofpi,ces, or Offices executed by Deputy, notinclud d 


18 12: ■ j 


OFFICES. 


NAMES 

of. 

OFFICERS. 


Date 

of 

Appoifticnenr. 


ciecuted. l 


.Emolument j 
of 1 

Principal. j 


Emolument 

of 

Deputy. 


Total 

Emolumeatj. 


Newfoundland: Naval Of- 
ficer. 


R. H. Noble - 


1 April 1800 


By Deputy 


£, s. d. 1 £, s, d. 

not known. 

1 


s. d. 


Nova Scotia : Clerk of the 
Crown and Prothonotary. 


1 William Thompson 


6 Oct. 1786 


- ditto - 


210 - - 


340 - - 


550 - - ' 


Antigua: Secretary and 
Clerk of the Council. 


[ Robert Aberdein - 


- 


■ ditto - 


420 - - 


330 ~ - 


750 - - 


Bahamas : Naval Officer 


John Baker - 


27 May 1787 


- ditto - 


312 - - 


163 - - 


' 475 - - 


Lieut.-Gen' of Leeward 
Islands. 

Lieut.-Gov^ of Virgin TsN* 


R. H. Loaaek 
C, Napier, L*-Col. - 


21 Sept. 1775 
9N0V.1811 


Sinecure ; 
- ditto - 


300 - - 
i 200 - - 


- 


300 - - 
200 - - 


— _ Grenada 


- Maj.-Gen. J. Stuart 


25 Jan. 1804 


- ditto - 


300 - - 


. 


300 - - 


— Dominica - 


Edward Barnes 


1 June 1808 


• tlitto - 


300 - - 


- - - 


■ 300 - - 


— Montserrat 

— S' Christopher 


S. P. Steward 
1 John Hayman 


10 Oct. 1808 
5 July 1791 


, - ditto - 

- ditto - 


t 1 

1 1 

0 0 
0 0 


- - - 


200 - - 

200 - - 



Colonial Department, Downing Street, "I Number of Offices executed by Deputy 

22 July 1834. j Number of Offices executed by Deputy 



Appendix, No. 5. 

RETURN of the Extent, the Value and the Tenure of Lands held by the Constables of Dublin, 
■ Limerick and Castlemain respectively ; distinguishing Arable Lands from Pasture, and stating the Amount 
of Rent or Income received by each of the said Constables from such Lands, in each of the Years 



1831 and 1832. 



No. I.-DUBLIN. 



NAME 

of 

OFFICER. 


NATURB 
Title of Office. 


Tenure of Office, 
wbethcr for 
Life, Good Behaviour, 
during' Plettaure, 
See. 


Dale of Appointment, 
and 

• by whom made, 
under what Authority. 


Gross 

Emoluments 

for 

the Years 
1831 and 1B32. 


EXPENSES 

of 

OFFICE. - 


1 Reference to any 
prospective Alteration 
or Redaction 
: aSeciing ibe Office 
on the termination of 
the exiitiiig Interest. 


Major - General 


- - Constable 


- - Granted to ray 


- - 20th May 


£. s. d. 
For 1831, 


£. ■ s. d. 


- - Salary to cease 


the Hon. J. B. 


of Dublin 


Predecessor for Life, 


i8u ; 51 Geo. 3, 


386 18 8 




on termination of 


0 Neill. 


Castle. 


and considered by 


by Letters Patent 


and for 1832, ! 




existing Interest, 






me ft>r Life also ; 


under the Great 


386 18 8 










under the 57 Geo. 


Seal of Irelandi 






Geo. 3, c. 62, 8.4- 






3, c. 62, s. 4. 










There are no lands whatever connected with the Constableship of Dubli 


1 1 

n Castle, and consequently no 


Rent received. , 



John B. R. O'Neill, 

Constable of Dublin Castle. 



No. 2— LIMERICK. 



EXTENT OF LAND. 


■VALUE, 
1831 and. 1832. 


TENURE. 


Fifty-eight acres, all pas- 
ture, except five or six 
acres. 


£• 323 a year. 


! 

Let by the year to the pre- 
sent tenant. 



n ^ stated in my former Return, that in consequence of the land being 

waHhed by the River Shannon, the banks co 5 t me a great part of the rent in keeping them 
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in the Retnrn printed by the Select Committee in 1813. 





1834 : 




NAMES 


Date 






ALTEKATIONS AND REDUCTIONS. 


of 1 










EMOLUMENTS. 






Appointment. 


executed. 


- - Office abolished ; a Pension of 










£-379' 12. 4. per annum granted to ' 
51 r. Noble, the Patentee. 










Patentee deceased ; the present Officer 
executes the duty in Person. 


J.W. Nuttmg 


15 May 1834 


In Person 


Salary, £. too. 
Fees - 600. 


Patentee deceased ; the present Officer 
executes the duty in Person. 


Thomas Lano 


20 Feb. j8e6 


- ditto - 


Fees, £. 


• - Office abolished ; Pension of £. 329 
per annum granted to Mr. Da.xon, the 


- 


- , 




— 


late bolder. 
Office abolished. 


_ 








-- Office abolished ; Major General Sir 










James Bathurst, the late holder, ap- 
pointed Governor of Berwick Castle, bv 








! 


which the Pension is saved. 










- • Office abolished ; Sir G. W'alker, the 
late holder, to have a Pension for life. 


- . 


- 




- 


. - Office abolished; General F. Mait- 
land, the late holder, to have a Pension 
for life. 




— , 


— 


- 


Office abolished. 







1 




- ditto. 




— 


— 


- 



in the Coionies in 1812 - . . ^5. 

in the Colonies in 1834. - - - 6. John Lefcvre. 



in repair, the floods of last winter were so great ; I have been now furnished with an esti- 
mate of more than 200/. to make good the damage done to the bank, much of which has 
been completely washed away. It may be satisfactory to the Committee to be furnished 
with the Renort of the late Lord Kilwarden, then Attorney General, upon a case laid before 
him, and I therefore annejc it to this Return. 

Mr. Cockayne was my predecessor in office, and my patent is word for word the same 
as bis. 

Gort, 

17 June 1834. Constable of Castle of Limerick. 



I have read an attested copy of a patent of the 5th of Edward the Sixth, granting the 
office of Constable of Limerick to Daniel Wise, and also the King’s Island, in which 
patent is recited a patent of the 15th Henry the Eighth, containing a like grant to Sir 
william Wise ; and I have also read the memoranda from the Rolls of all grants of the office 
of Constable of Limerick, from the 15th of Henry the Eighth to the 1st of His present 
Majesty; I have also read copies of the grant of the office of Constable of Limerick to 
Roger Earl of Orrery, in the reign of Charles the Second, and of a lease of the King’s 
Island by that King to the same Earl, for 99 years, at a rent of 40/., to be received by 
the constables for the time being. From the evidence arising from those several patents 
and papers, it clearly appears to me that the Constables<)f the Castle of Limerick have 
for 270 years, or thereabouts, previous to the appointment of the present Constable, enjoyed 
either the island or the profits of the island, as pertaining to, or a perquisite of, the office, 
the island being sometimes named in the patent, and in the modern grants passed by the 
general description of all lands enjoyed txith the office, or by the predecessors of the 
patentee. 

I have read the patent by which Mr. Cockayne now holds the office; it is in the same 
form with the modern patents, and grants to him during pleasure the said office, tocrether 
with all and singular the salaries, fees, lands, tenements, profits, perquisites and advantages 
whatsoever to the said office, anciently or by right or custom due or belonging, in as large, 
ample and beneficial manner as any of his predecessors had enjoyed the same. Having 
considered this last patent, and the several pieces of evidence above stated, I am of opinion 
that the present Constable of Limerick has, under his patent, a right, so long as he shall 
continue in his office, to the profits of the said King’s Island. • In my apprehension, the 
grant of the salary in 1760 does not in any sort affect the question of right. 

23 December 1796. (signed) Arthur Wnlfc. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT ON SINECURE OFFICES. 



No. 3.— CASTLEMAIN. 



ARABLE PASTURE Animal Reat Re c^l 



» - The value princi" 
pally consists, not in 
theproduceof theLaiid, 
but in Tenements there- 
upon, and certain pri- 
vileges as undermen- 
tioned ; the Value 
thereof estimated as 
follows; viz. 

PfcYear. 

36 Houses, *’ ^ 

li.5s.eachj'‘t5 " ~ 
Custom 'of twol 
Fairs - " 

Fishing Weir- 1 - - 
Pound for Cattle 4 - - 
Pasture Land - 676 

Total • - £.76 7 6 



Statute Measure. Statute Measure, 
A. R. P. A, R. P. 

-The Tenure 4 1 37 2 2 13 

of the Con- 
stable in the 

lands is that There is also qa. 2r. 20P., 
of his ofBce ; consisting of a Fishing Weir 
viz. during and a portion of the River, 

' Pleasure ; but which is valued at 1 i. a 
I the Tenure by year, for the use of fishing, 

I which The the whole making the quan- 
I Crown holds tity specified in the first 
those Lands, column, of 9 a. 2 r. 30 p. 
&c. is not , 

knowiitohim. 



Kote , — All the Arable Land is included in the 
site of the Houses and Fair Field. 

. ! 1 



5 ' Geo. Cvff. 
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